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ORATION. 

The patriotic peoplo of tlle County of Rockinglul m 

in :'It public assemblage at their first Superior Oourt 

after the death of Obief Justice RU I"~'IN, in which 
they were joined with cordi;l.i sympathy by the gen~ 

tlcmcn of the bar of that OOlll't, resolved to manifest 

their npprcciation of his talents, yiltucs and public 
nscfuluess, by causing to be pronounced a memorial 

oration on his life and character. Such an onering 

was deemed by them a. fitting tl'ibute from a people 

among whom his Hlluily first settled l1pOU their arri­
val in Xorth CarOlina, and with whom he had been 

associated as a ph'Lntcr and cultivator of the soil from 
his early manhood tin his decease. 

'ebo Agricultural Society of the State, of wlJich fol' 

many years he Imd been ;1, dii-ltingllished P l'esident, 

subsequently detelmi ned on a lilw offering to llis mem­

ory at thei l' annual Fail'. 'J'be invitation to lll'epal'e 

!mclt a. discourse has been by both bodies extended to 

the same individual. I],ho task i:; IIndertakeu with dif­

fidcnce, aud a. sensc of ap]ll'cucu!.ion, that amid the 

ltlultiplicity of other engagernents, its fllllihncnt may 
Ihil in doing justice to the 8uhjrN of the memoir. 

TnOlIAS Rm'PJN, the elllest child of his parents, was 

horn at NeWington, the I'esidence of his maternal 

(lrand I;'athcl', Thomas l~oatle, in the Oounty of King 

:lnd Queen, in \irgillia., on the ] 7th of November, 
1787. 
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HiS Pat her, Sterling UufHu, Esquire, was a, l}iall tcr 

ill Lhe neighboring OounLy of l£ssex, who sllbsc· 

lJl1Cntly transferred his residence to ~orth Carolina, 

and died io tbe County of Oaswell. Ardent in Jli:~ 

l'cligious sentiments, am1 IOllg attacbcd to the Meth­

odist BJ>iscopal Ohurci.t, he \'cry hte in life, cutOl'cti 
tho ministry, and was for a, few yeats plior to his 

death, a. preacher in tlJat denomination. 

H is :Mother, Alice UO:lnc, was of a. family llmclt 

llistillguished in Yil'ginia by tLtc public 801'\'[00 of 

m:l.lly of its mcmbol'l:$, :Ind was hCl'dClf first cousin 

of Spencer l~oane, tlte Ohief' Justice of tbat Sta.tc 

in the past generation, whose judicial course, coo­

nooted as it was with ll llcstiOIlS of difliculty and 

importanoo in constitutional I:Lw, gave him high IWo­

lession"l, as well as political, distiuction j but it may 

well be doubted, whetlier, in all that constitutes ; ~ 

gl'cat Ia,wycr, he had any pl'c~c\llincnce over the sub~ 

jcct of Olll' prcsent , noti(;e, hig jn lljor kinsman in 

NorLh Oarolina, thcn but rising iuto fame, and del)­

tined to fill the like ofllco in his owu St.'l.oo. 

ilia ~'athert though not aOluellt, had a. respect.able 

fortunc, ,mel sought for Lhe sou the best meaus of 
e(lucalion. His early boyhood was p:1sscd 011 tllo 

farm in J1.:sscx, and iu attelld:1nce 011 the schools of 

the \·icin ity. 'l 'hellce, at a flu i t~1,ble age, he was sent 

to a classical Academy ill I he bc;~uti flll ami hca1t,h~ 

fu t village of \ Va rrcllton, ill North Carolina, then 
under the instruction of jUl'. Marcus Ceorge, nil 

l lisbman by birth <IIul e(\lI(:atioll, a. flue classical 

scholar and most I><\illstakin~ and skillful illstmctor, 
especially in elocution, as we must belie\'c, SiLl(;u ~ 
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among his pupils who 8uI'viYell to ow' times, wo 
find the best readers of out' acquaintancc in their 

d:\y. ] lis excellence in this particular was probably 

-nttlibuUlble to his experience Oil the thea.tri.c.."1l st.agc, 

whcre he bad speut a. pOltiou of his life. 110 

made his first appearancc ill the State at the 

Oonvcntion in llillsborongb, ill 1788, which rejected 

the J'ederaJ Oonstitntion, in search of eml>\oyment 

as a teacher, was engaged by the 'Varreu gentlemen 

then ill attcndance, and many years subseqllClltly 

was still at the hervl of a flomisil iug school, in 

which O~lr student entered. rrbe system and dis­

cipline of ltr. George conformed to the ancient 

regime, and placed great fhith iu the rod. lIe is 

described as a man of much personal prowess and 

I)pirit, who did not scruple to administer it on his 

pupils, when sloth, delinquency 01' misbchrwiOl" required, 

without reference to ago, size or other circumstances. 

Yet he secured the respect of his Imtl'OIlS, and the 
confidence of the public, and inspired the gratitude 

:\Ilcl alTection of his pupils in a. remarkable degree. 
1.'his turning aside fmm our subject, to pay a 

passing tribute to his ohl preceptor, is deemed to ~ 

justified not only by the long amI useful Ia.bors of 

11:11'. Oeo1"<6(" in the instl"llctiou of youth in tho gen­
eration in which 1\'[1'. Rllmn'S lot was cast, but because 

he himself eutcl'lia.ined the highest apprecia.tion of tho 

profession of an instl'llctor, accustoming himself to 

speak of it as one of the most honora.ble and bene­

fiecHt of human employments. Throughout his la.bo­
rious and w('.ll-spent life, he oftcn acknowledged his 
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obligations of gra.titude for the early trainiug he 11 :\(1 

l'ccciyed under ihe tuition of tuis fh ithfuJ, but some­

what ecccnh'io son of Erin. And it may well be 

doubted whether Lord Eldoll, in the ma.turity of his 

wisdom and great age, retained a. more grateful and 
atTectionate I'ccollection of l\I:u;tcl' ]\[oises of the TI igh 

School of New Oastle, than did Ohief J ustice Ruffin 

of Master George of the WalTcnton Ma.le Academy. 

At tllis institution wore assembled the SOilS of most 
of the citizens of Eastern ~ol'tll Oarolina. and the bor­
doring couuties of Virginia, aspi ring to a. liberal cdu­

catiou. And here were fOl'll1Cd friendships, which 
he chCIished with grc.'lt &'ltisfaetion throughout lite. 

Among his COIDIl<lnions WCI'C Ole late ROJx>I'L nl'oiHl­
na..x, of ROCkingham, subsequently :1. plantel' of lar~e 

l)()Ssessions on Dan River, alllong the most estimable 
gentlemen of his time ; and Oadwnllader J"OllCS, then 

of llalifax, but afterwards of Orange, at differeut 

periods an officer iu the Navy and in tbe _\.nny of 

the Cnitcd Sta.tes, a. successful planter, and a. In{)(icl 

of the manncrs and "irtues which gh·e a. charm .to 

l'ocia.l intcrCOlll'iic. " ' ith both of tliese gClltlCIlH'H his 

cal'iy att .. whmcnts wero in after life cemented hy tlie 

union in marriago of their children. Here, too, he 

found 'Veldon N. Edwards, of " 'mTrn, subsequcntly 

distillguilihed by much public l)c l'vicc in Congress and 

under tile Govol'llmcllt of the State, tuclI('cforwarcl 

bis lifelong friend, witiJ. whom his bomm of amity 

t'eemed to be drawn more closely as others of his con­

t,cmp0l'aI;es dropped from arouncl him. Of these four 

youths of the "~arrentoll Academy, at the bcginnillg of 
( I 
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the nineteenth oolltlU'Y. Mr. Edwards alone survives. 

Long may be live to enjoy the veneration and rcspect 

duo to a lifo of probity, honor and usefulness. 

From the WaITenton .acadcmy young Ruffiu ,vas 

transferl'ed to the College of Nas&'\.u JIall, at Prince­

ton, New Jersey. It is lJelie\'ed that his HLther, who 

was a. dee})ly pious mao, was controlled in tlte selec­

t ion of this Oollege in preference to that of ·William & 

1'I1a1"Y, in Virginia, next to Harvard University tbo 

oldest in!:ititutiou of leamillg in the United SaLtes. not 

only by a desire to placo his son in an wlsuspected 

situation as to his bealtlJ, which had suffered from the 

malarial influences prevailing in the tidewater region 

of Eastel11 Virginia, hut to seome him as well [TOlll 

the temptation incident to College life, 'in an institu­

tion, in wlJich as be supposed, there was too loose 

an authority and di scipline eXCItcd over tIle sons of 

affluence and ease, ITe entered the ]\'reslllnan class, at 

Princeton, and .( graduated at the commencement in 

180.3;" the sixteenth in a ClaflS of forty-two mem­

bers, I( being the first of the second division of il l ­

tCl'mccliate houol's." 'The late Governor James Ire­

dcll, of North Carolina, was in tlJe class succeeding 

his owo, antI for nearly the whole of his College 

course, his room-ruate. 'Thus commenced a iHendship 

between these gentlemen in youth, which was tennin­

ate(l only by the dca.th of :Mr. Iredell. Among oth­

el'S of bis College associates "\"ho becanle distinguished 

ill subsequent lifo, there wero Samuel L. Southard 

allcl Theodore Frcliughuysen, of New Jersey, Joseph 
R Ingersoll, of Philnde]phia, the Cuthherts and ITa.-
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hCl'slmms, of Georgia, LJhl'istophcr lIugbes of ll[aryland, 

and Stevenson .A.reher, of 1\1 ississippi . 

ReLw'uillg home with his bacllelor degree, Mr. Ruf­

fin soon afterwards entered the law office of Da\rid 

]~ObCltSOI), ES<lllil'c, of Petersburg. as ,~ student of 
tlie law, and continued tliem through tbe ycars 1800 

:ul(l 1807. nero he was associated as fellow-student 

with John 1"'" :May, aftcrwmds Judge May, of Pe­
tersburg, aocl \\1'inficld Scott, nfl:cl'wards so highly dis­

tinguished iu :11'018, and the ouly officer down to his 

time, except General \Vashington, wbo attain('d tIl(} 

rank of Lieutenant General in the army of the United 

States. Genoml Scott, in his Autobiography, descl'ibcs 
their proceptor, MI'. Robinsoll, as a Scotchman, a Ycry 

lcrtmed scholar amI barrister, who originally came to 

Americn. as a. classicaJ teacher j but subsequently gained 

high distinction as a. lawyer, and was the a.uthor of tho 

report of t he debates in the Virginia. Convention 

whieh adopted the Federal Oonstitution, and of the 

repOit of the bial of Aaron nUll' for high tl'eason. 

Tn a. Dote to the same work, General Scott mentions 

his ciJancing to meet Judge Ruffin in New York in 

-IS:i3, while the latter was attending as :~ delegate, 

the Pl'Otcst:.mt Episcopal Convention, of the United 

States after a. separation of fOl'tY-SCYCll yeal's, and 

reelU'S to their associatiou togetLm' with Judge Ma.y, 
as law students, a.nd to t he convel's.1 .. tion in . which 

they theu indulged, with mani fest pride and pleasure. 

ne also refel's to their subsequcnt intercourse in the 

city of'Vashington, in 1861, while Judgo Ruffin was 

serving as a. member of the Peace Congress, and ex-

{ I 
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presses the opinion, that, "if the sentiments of this 

good man, tblways highly conseJTath'e (the same as 

Orittenden's,") had prevailed, the couotry would h:1NO 

escaped the sad inflictions of the war, whicb was 

raging at tho t ime he wrote. 

Sterling RlIfIin, the filtbel', haviug suffered some re­

verses of iClitune, determined to change his home, 

and removed to Rockiugham Oounty, NOlth Carolina, 

ill 1807. JIis son snon followed, ! ::t willing emigrant, 

It was in North Oarolina he had received his first 

trai niug for IIseful life: her e "'as the home of most 

of his Ct'uly friends, and here he "confidently hoped 

to rellOw his associa,tion with Broadna......:, Jones, Ed­
wm"ds, Iredell and other kindred spirit-s, 

TIe doubtless brought with him a considerable store 
of professional learning from the office. of Ur. Rob­

ertson, in which he had been more than two years a 

student, but on his arrival ill North Oarolina, he 
plll'SlIed his further studies under tlle direction of the 

Honorable A. D. Murphey, until 11is admission to the 

bar, in 1808. Early in 1800, he est11blished Ilis home 

in the town of Hillsborongh, a.nd on the 9th of De­

cember, in tha.t year, he was united in marriage 
with l\Uss Anne K irkland, eldest daughter of the 

late 'Yilliam Kirkland, of that place, a. prominent 

merchant and leading citizen. 

The twenty yem'S ne.xt ensuing, dUling which his 

residence was continually in llillsborongh, comprehends 
• 

l1is career at the bar ancl on the Bench of the Bu-
pOlioI' Oowts, In 1813, 1815 and 1816, he served 

as a. member of the Lcgislatmc in tbe nouse of 
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Oommons froUl this town, under the old Oonstitution, 

and filled the office of Speaker of the House, at the 

last mentioned session, when first elected a Judge 
upon the resignation of that office by Duncau Oam­
erou. H e was also i\, c..'"tndidate on the electoral 
ticket in IhNor of Willi,Lm n. Orawford for tlie Pres­

idency of t lle Uuitccl States, iu 1824. But his as­
pirations, tastes and iutcl'csts inclined him not to 1)0-

litical bonors, but to a. steady adherence to the pro­
fession to which his Ufo was deyoted. ] [0 found at 

the bar in Omnge aud the neighboring counties to 
whic1J his practice was extended several gentlemeu, 

his sen iors in years, who were no ordinary compcti 

tors for forcnsic fame a,lId pa.tronage; of whom it 

may be sufficient to llame Arcllibald D. Murphey, :Fred­

crick NasiJ, ,Villimn Norwood, Duncan Oameron, (who 
al though he had suspended ids pnwtico for a time, 
resumed it not long ;l.,ftcl' 1\11'. Ruffin came to the 

hal',) Henry Seawell, Leonard H enderson, 'William 
Robards, Nicholas P. Smitu, of Ohatham, and later of 

r.relllles~ His rlrst es&'\ys in argumeut arc said Ilot 

to have been ...-ery fortunate. His manucr was di ffi ­

dent and bis speech hesitating and embarmssed. But 

tllCsc difficulties being soon overcome, the vigor of 

his understaudiug, tue extent and accuracy of his 

learning, anci his perfect mastery of his causcs by 

diligent preparation, in :~ short time gave him posi­

tion among these veterans of the profession, secured 
• him a general and Jucrath·c pl'aeticc, aud au easy . 

acccssion to tho Bench in seven yeal'S from his ini-

tiation at the bar. IDs reputation was grca,t1y ad-
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"anccd all(l e;..--tcuded by thc manncr in which be ac­

(Iuitted himself ill this omce. '.rhe wants, l!owc"er, 

of an increasing family and au unfortunate inyoh'e­

ment by suretyship forbade his continuance ill ;), sit. 

uation of no better income tllan tbe 5<'llary which 

was its compensation. lie l'esigncd to the Legislature 

of 1818, alld immcdiately retuJ'lloo to ilio practice. 

Mr. Ruffin had kept up uabits of closc study of his 

]Jl'Ofc&'3ion before his promotion to t110 Bench, and 

the leisure aflol'ded by the mcations of the offiee was 
eagerly ,wailed of, fOI' the same objeet. lIe came 

back to the bar not only with his health renovated, 

which bad nevcl' boon vcry robust, but with a. bright­

ness in his l e~mling and an increase of fame, which, 

in the Supreme Oourt then reccntly est..'loblisllcd ou Hs 
prcseut bash;, alHl in tllc Oi.l'cuit Oomt of tlle United 

States, as well as on the ridings in the State Court:;, 
brought to him a pmctice and an income. which has 

hardly c,'er heen equalJed in the case of any other 

practitioner in NOith Carolina. For forty-three weeks 

ill the ycar he had his engagemcnts ill COUlt, and 

dC$pite of an conditions of the weather 01' otber im­

pediments to tl';1Yelling in tbe then sta.te of the coun­

try. rarely failed to fulfil them. lIe held the appoint­

ment of Heporte!' of the decisions of the Supremc 
COUlt for one or two terUls. out rclinquished it from 

Lile engrossment of his time by his practice; and 

his htbors are embraced in the prior part of the 

fir~t \'olumc of lIawks, !I[r. Archibald Henderson, 

.1\11'. Gaston, ~[J'. Seawell, Mr . .l\IuJ'plwy, MI'. :Moses 

!I ol'decai, MI'. Gavin l1ogg. and Mr. Joseph 'Vilsoll . 
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all mOll of renowo, werc, with JUl'. Ituffin, the cbief 

ndvocates in the Supreme Court at th~~t period, ~Jl'. 

Nash and )fr. Badget' being then upon the neuclJ; 
and :'lccording to tradition, at no time have the al'­
gmuonts before it been more thorough and exhaus­

th'c. ')1he late Governor Swain being n, part of tbi~ 

period a stndput of tile law ill tlle office of Ohief 
Justice Taylor, in a. publio address at the opening: 
itt lJ.'nckcl' Hall, in which he gave Illany reminiscences 

of former times in Raleigh, mentious tL prediction in 

his hearing of Mr. Gaston to one of bis clients in 
1822, that if Mr. Ruffin should H\"c ten years longer 

lIe would be at the head of the profession in North 
Oarolina,. By the same authority we are informed, 

that only a. yeaI' OJ' two later, Judge H enderson de­

clared that be had theu attained tllis position of 

eminence. Among the professional gcntlemen he met 

in the wide mnge of his practice oil the circuits, 
in addition to his seniors already named, were Bart­

lett Yancey, Augustine H. Shepperd, Romulus )r. 

Saunders, Jame:) Martin, Thomas P. Dcvereux, Jas. 

F. Taylol', Ohades Mauly, 'Vm. H. ITaywood, Jr., 
Daniel L. Ba.rriugel', Samuel Hillman, John M. and 

James T. Morehead, l~cdrol'd Brown, 'Yillie r . a.mI 
llriestly H. Mangum, Francis L. Hawks, 'l 'lIos. Set­

tle, John M. Dick, George O. Mendenball, and sev-

y oral others, of Iligh distinction among the advocates 

ancI public chm ::tcters of the State; by all of wbom 
bis eminent a,bilitics and attainments were fully ac­

knowledged and apPl'f.ciated . • 

In the summer of 1825, upon the resignation of ( : 
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Judge Badger, ].[r. Ruffin again accepted the appoint­

ment of a Judge of the Supcrior Courts. JIis rceent 

!5ucccsses hall relie\'ed him of embarrassment, rLnd 

!5uppiiell him a. competent fort.une; llis health deman­

ded reb.xation and rest j and his dulie!5 to his family, 

IIOW quite numerous, in his estim;,1tion required marc 

uf his presence at home tllan was consistent with 

the vel'y active life lie was leading. Ho therofore 

relinquished hi::; gl'erLt emoluments at the bar for tILe 

inadequate salary then paid to a Judge, and Yil'tually 

closed his c.areer as an advoca.te. By the bar ami the 

public he was welcomed back ou the circuits, and fol' 

the thrce followi ng yea rs he admin istered the Jaw witll 

suell uuh'C1"S.1.l :ulmiratioll and acceptance, both on t he 

part of the profession and t he people, that he was 

generally deSignated by the public approbation for t he 

sucees!5iou to t be DellolL of the Supreme Court when­

ever a vacancy should OCCUI'. 

11'he reputa t ion lie had established by this time, 

howeycr, did not merely assign him capabiJities as ;~ 

lrLwycl', but ascribed to birn evcry qualification of a 

t horough mall of affaiI'S. It was conceded, at Ica::.t, 

t oat be could waclL ba,nkers, banking and mcrehauts 

the science of accounts. 

In the Autum n of 1828, t he stockholders of the old 

Sta te nank of Korth Oarolina, at the bead of whom 

wtJ re William Polk, Peter B I'own6 anu Duncan Ca.m­

crOll, owing to the great emba.l'!'assment of the affairs 

of tbis institution, im'olving disfavor wito tbe public, 

and threats of juuicial proceedings for a forfeiture of 

its charter, pl'C\'ailed 011 him to t~ke the l)l'csidelicy of 
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the Bank, with a salary iucreased to the jll'OCl\1'Cmellt 

of Ilis acceptance j anll with the priyilcgc on his part 
to practice liis profession ill UIC city of Raleigh. III 

tweke months dc\'otl'd to tbis oflica, with his charac­

teristic energy, mastering the affairs of tbe Dallk with 

a tTllC talent fo r finau(;e, makiug amilablc its asset.s 

and providing for its liabilities, and. inspiring confilielJce 

by the gcneral fltith ill his abilities and uigh plll'pose 

to do right, he effectuaUy redeemed the ill~titlltion, 

and prepared the wa,y to closo out in CI'CtliL the n'­

InailliJ~~ term of its cbartcr. 
At this period, also, auotbor place of' high pt>liti('ai 

eminence was at his choice, bllt was promptly det.:iincll. 

A vuc.1.llcy iJaNing happened ill the Senate of the Uni­

ted States by tho appointment of Govcrnol' Brandl 

to tbe bead of the Nfl,,"Y dCpal'tll1Cnt, and til(' 1101101'­

'lble BaJtlctt Y:tl1ccy, who llad been tho gellel'al til\'ol'­

ite for the slIccession, brwing recently died, )11', Rutlill 

was carncstly solicited to acoopt a candida<:y foIl' this 

position witb c\'cry assurancc of succcs...;, But Ids lll'­

f',il'o was, as he Jlimselfaxprcssed it altlong his fl'it'lIt\:::, 

(, after the labor and a.ttcntion he had i)cf't.owt't\ upon 

l lis professioll, to go down to postcl'ity as a \a wyeLl) 

Jrrespeeth-e, therefore, of his domestic intcrt.'sl";, and 

tbe care aud attentiou due to his fhmily, of' wldeh 110 

man ever had a tl'ller or wanner conceptiun, he could 

not be dh'cr tcd from his chosen iiHe of lit" 1,,), the at­

tractions of even tbe highest political distillctiull. 

\Vuile assillnollsly employed ill the affilil':O; uf tilt.' 

Dank, to which was de\'oted the yeal' 182!J, his ser\"iCt's 

were still dcmal.lded by client:; in the higher nHII'I..;, 
I 



t 

Hon. ~l'ItQJjUl.' RuDin. 15 

and his I'Cllut.ation at the bar suffered no eclipse. 

U pon tbo dcath of Ohief Justice TayIOl', in tuis yeaI', 

the :Bxccutivc appointment of a. successor was confer­

red on a. gcntlcman of mcrited eminenec in t he pl'O-

1i.Jssioll, .'lull of a. si ngularly pure and elc\'ated charac­

ter j but t he sentiment of the majority of t he ]>I'ofes­

sion as well a8 public opinion, had made choice of }OIl'. 

Buml.l for the pcrmanent ofllce, and he was eleeiC(l a, 

J-udgc of t he SUI>reme Conrt at the session of tlle Leg­

islature in the autlllllu o /" 18:W. In 1833, upon the 

demise of Cuicf J lIstice n OUdCI'SOll , lie was elevated to 

the Obier Justiccship, in which he WOll tbat fhmo 

wbich will longest endure, because it is incorporated 

in the judicial litcratul'C of tho country, and is co-ox­

icush'o with tbo study <lUll admi nist ration o/" our sys­

tem of la\\'. 

Ue/ol'o directing: attention to li i!; lnhol's in this high­

est court of appeals in the State, it is appropdate to 

relJlark 0 11 hi s prior career as nu ;\{l\'ocate, coullsellor 

and J-udge of the Supel'iOi' Oourts. Of his ~~J'gllments 

:It the bar, at nisi prius, or in the OOllrts of appcal, 

no memorials ua\·e been presen'cd save the imperfect 

hricf.s contaiucd in t he c.'1l1ses tha.t ha\'e been repoJ'ted . 

I I is nature wo\s aJ'dent, and his mmmer of speecb ea l'­

IICSt alill often ycuerncnt ill tone and gestielliatioll . 
Thoug h n.' r.sed ill belles l(;tlr~, awl wit h tastes to 1'0.1-

i~h eloquent, declamat ion, it wal; a {h'ld into which he 

did not ofteu, if at all, adYCllture. lIis reliance Wal; 

11])011 logi<:, lIot upon dletoric; and eyen his illustra­

tions were (!I'awn fi-om thiugs practical, rather thall 

the ill(,<lI. Analyzing and thoroughly colllprehenc1i llg 
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11ls C<'lUSC, he held it up plainly to tlte dew of others, 

and with a searching and incisive criticism exposed 

:mel dissipated tho we..'lk poiuts in tb;~t of his ,,\I VCI'­

s;uy: and all this, in a \'igOI'OIL'i, terse and manly Ellg­

li sh, every word of which told. fl'ew ad,'oca,res CYCl' 

equalled him ill presenting so HHtch of f;olid thought 

in t he same number of wordi:it or ill disentangling com­

plicated flu;ts, or elucidating abstruse learning so as to 

make the demonstration complete to the minds of the 

auditol'Y j c:tpacities, doubtless gained by so,'erc cul­

LUl'C, a. part of whicil, as I teamed from an early stu­
deut in bis oflic<', had been a daily lJabit, lOllS after 

his admission to the bar, of going c.'lrcfully ovor the 
demonstration of a. theorcm in Matbemat ics. Thus 

habituated to abstract and exa.ct reason ing, he de­
lighted in the appl'oach to exactness ill the reasoning 
of the Ia.w, aud no student eoulu more truly say of llis 

professional investigations, ,j Labor ipse est 'VO/lfpUl.~.·' 

'.rhe accuracy thus attained in his studies, g.we him 

higb emillence as a. picador, ill causes botl1 at law and 

in ]~quity; and alllulIg his associates usually dcyol\'cd 

ou him the ofllce of framing the pleadings in the ea,uses 

in which they wore ellgaged. It also g:we him rank 

amol1g tIle gl'C<l.t counscllors ot tlw time, whose opin­

ions were not thc result of cramming fol' all occasion, 

or a. fortunate anthority, but the well collsitlCI'Cll reflec­

tions of gifted millds imhued with htw as a. science, 

and who had explored to their 80llrcos, the principles 

Hyolyed in the subjects they examined, and made them 

their own. This fl111 dm-elopcmcnt of his forcnsi c char­

acter docs not a.pllear to hnsc been manifested until 
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after bis return to the bal' subsequently to bis first 

scrvice on the bench. nut from this period till his 

second retirement, in 1825, he had hardly a. riYal iu 

the b,u' of tbe Supreme Court of t he State or the 

Circuit COllrt of t he' United States, except Archibahl 

H enderson and Gast.oll , and had a command of the 

practice iu all t he St .... t.te Courts he attended. A.s a. 
Judge of the S uperioL' or lI 'isi llrills Courts, he exhib­

ited equal aptitude for the Beuch as for the practice 

;tt t,he Dar . . ' Vith an energy tha.t presse(l the business 

forward, a quickness rarely eqnalled ill perceiving and 

comprebendillg facts, pat ient and industrious habit.., of 

labor, and a spiri t of command which suffered no time 

to be Jost, be d ~spatched causes with eX I>cdition, but 

with no indecent haste. 'Vhilst he presided, it was 

rare that any calise befo re a jury evel' occupied more 

than a si ngle day, and none is remembel'C(1 that ex­

tended beyond two. 

I t may be inferior to the digni t.y of the DCc.\sion to 
I 

indulge in professional auocdotcs. 'I'be promptness, 

howe\'o1', with which he disposed' of ,1. case of some 

novelty on th e circuit" IUn,y justify :L passing notice. 

~L'he plaintiff and defendent had dispu ted on a m<1ttcr 

of l<1w, and growing wmlll in tbe controversy, laid :.L 

wager on tho question of wLethel' or not the law was 

as afl1I'med by tbe. plaintiff; and ;\. 15l1 it was brought to 

haye the poi1lt dctermined. After t he contmct of wa­

ger had been pro\'cd, the plaintiff I'cstl~d. '.rhe Judge 

called ou the counsel fol' t he plaili tifT to PI'OYc t hat he 

h.ul won. 'I'he counsel replied tlmt t hat depended on 

the point of h1.w which he snuulitted to his Honor. 



18 lAfe {(Jld Olillmctcr of the 

'I'he Judge rejoined, that it was oue of facts in tho 

the controversy, on whicb he was forbidden to cxprCt5s 

all opinion; but fol' their trifling with the Oourt in 

ilJloltituting such au action, he ordered it to be dismiss­

ed, tl.lld each pal'ty to pay half the costs, with au inti­

mation, that i t was leniency ill the UOlU't to stop witiJ 

110 greater penalty. It is wortby of remark, that about 
the sa.me time, as wo since learn (l'om the I'CPOl'tli, 

Ollier Juslice Abbott, in the King Beuch in Englaml, 
ordered a cause" to be struck out of tho }),\.per,'" the 

zmbject of tho action hoiug a. wagcl' 011 a dog-fight,. 

IIpon the ground that it was insignificant, anti it would 

be a waste of time to t1y it. 

In administering the criminal law, ill which the ex­
tout of punishment generally del>cudcd Oil tho discre­

tion of the Judge, his sentences were such as to in­
spire evil doers with terror, but eminently tended to 

gh'e protection to society nUll eoufidence to honest nnd 
la,w.abiding mou. 

1 Us accession to the Bend I 01 the Supreme Court 

was a source of gcuCI·,,1 sati:;:.factioll to the profession. 

aud to the people of the State, by whom his cnlight.­
cned labors in the circuits had been witnesscd with 
admimtiou ami pridc. J [e at once took a conspielloll!J 
part in the proc'Ccd!ngs of this high h·ibunal, nnd f()I' 

twenty-three ycnrs, tha.t he continuously sat there, pro­
bably delivercd a. greatcr IlIllnbel' of the opinions 011 

which its judgments wore founded, thall any Jmlgo 
with whom in tbis long career he was ;u;soeiat('d. 

1.'hcse opinions are found through more than tWl'Ill.r­

fiYe yoiultles of books of reports, and form the bulk 
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of our judicial literature for ;~ full genel'atiun. 'l'hey 

embrace topi<ls of almost evory variety, ch·jJ and 

crimjnal, legal and c(Juitable, concerning probate and 

adminisb-ation, malTiage and llivorce. sl;'wery and 

frccdom, and constitutional law, which can entor into 

j udicial contl'Ovcrsy, ill tho condition of socieLy then 

p revailing in the State, and constitute memorials of 

her jllrispl'l1dellce, by which the members of the pro­

fession are content she shall be judged in the 1)l'CS­

cnt age aod by ]>osterity. They h;t\·c beou cited 

with n.pprobatiou in the American courts, State and 

National, by eminent legal authors, amI ill the ju­

dicial dellberations of ,,'estmillstcr 1Iall ; and tho 

North Carolina lawycr wlto can invottO oue of them 

as a case in point with his OWlI, generally consid­

crs tbat he is possessed of .\11 impenetrable shield. 

It has been rare in England that a Ju.dgo or Ad­

vocate bas reached high distinction in the courts 

both of common Ia,w and ]~quity . 'J.'lIc student of 

the judicial al'guments of Ohief Justice RuJl11l ,,111 
be at ;~ loss to detenuine in which of these branches 

of lega.l science he most excelled. '1'0 the votary of 

the common Jaw, fl'Csh from lhe perusal of the black 

Jetter of the ti mes of Ule 'l 'udors and early Stuarts, 

and captivated with its art ific ial refinements and 

technic.1.1 distinctions as to rights and remedies, he 

would appear to l1<t\'o pUl1:!llCd his pl'Ofcssionai edu­

c.'ltioll uI)Q1l the intimation of Butler in his remin­

iscences, that" he is the best lawyel', and will suc­

ceed best in his profession, who best unde rstands 

Coke upon Littleton;" or, a<h'anc1ug to the model'll 



20 Life aml Oharacter of the 

ages of gre..'\ter enlightenmeut and frcer intercourse 
among nations, that he bad made a specialty of the 
law of contr-J.ci:6, bills of exchange and commercial 

law generally j whilst his expositions of Equity causes 
wiD &'\tisfy any imp<l.l'tial critic, that he was at least 

equally a pl'o6cient and mastel' of the principles and 
practice of thE} jlllispl'Udenoo of the English Ohancory. 

<Uld would inducc the belief tllat, like Sir Samuel 

Romilly or Sir William Graut, bis practice at the 

bar had been con6ned to this brandl of the pro-­

fession. 'llhc minute distiuctions between the limits 

of the jurisdiction of the Oourts of Equity and com­
mall law, he compreheuded and illustrated with a 

rare discrimination and accuracy. 
During the term of his service in that Oourt, it · 

will be remembered by the profession, that three 

great depmtw'Cs were made from long established pre­

cedents in the English Courts of Equity, which have 

tended to gh'e simplicity to OUl' system, and to fl 'CO 

it from the cmbarnlssment anel confusion of the au­
thorities in the English cases j namely, First, in ad­

hering to the (lirectiou of the statute of Frauds, 

and l'Piusing to decree the specific execution of a 

contract for the com'cyancc of 1'C.1.1 estate required 

to be ill wri ting, upon the ground that the parties 

had actc(1 upon their agL'eement, and that it had 

been partially carried into execution. Second, in dis­

carding the doctrine that a yendor who had 80M 
land and parted with the title, trusting his veudee 

for the purchase money, yet had a lien on the land 
:\.S a scewity for its payment. Third, in llcgath'ing 
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likewise the English doctrine of a IDalTied woman's 
equitable light to a settlement for her maintenance 
before her husband should invoke the power of the 

court; to reduce her estate to possession. These ha.ve 

been acknowledged as salutary reforms both at 
home and abroad, in an of which Obief Justice Ruf. 

fiu concurred and delivered leading arguments in their 
support. Accustomed tenaciously to adhere to precc­
dent-s upon the theory, that the wistlom of a suc­

cession of learned Judges, concurred in or tolerated 
by the Legislature from age to age, is snpCllor to 

that of anyone mao, and that cCI't.'linty in the rules 
of the law is of more importance than their abstract 

justice; yet wberB there bad been no domestic prece­
dent, and those abroad were at variauce with the com­
mand of a statute or with obvious prinCiples, he r6<'1w­
ly embraced these opportunities to symmetrize and per­
fect the system of practical morality administered in 
the American courts of Equity. 

Ris familiar l.'"llowledge of banking ar.d mercantile 
transactions and skilfulness in accounts, gave 11im a 
conceded eminence in the innumerable causes involving 

inquiries of this ua.turc. During his presidency in the 
Supreme Court, it canuot fail to be remarked that 
tllel"e was a great advance in the accuracy of pleadings 
tn Eqnity causes, and in a. general e.xtension of the 
Inlowledge of Equity practice throughout the circu its. 
And the precision and propriety of entries in every 
species of procedure were brought to a higb state of 
perfection, mainly by bis investigations and labors, in 
conjunction with those of that most worthy gentlmnan, 
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and modest but able lawyer, EdmlUl<1 B. Freeman, 

Esquire, late Clerk of the COUlt, whose virtues and 
public nscfltlncss, conllected as be was for so illany 
years in close and frieudly associatiou with the imme­
diate subject of our remarks, now likewise gone down 
beyond the horizou, 1 am gratificd the opportunity 
serves to commemOl'ate. 

J n the department of the law peculiarly American, in 
wldcll there comes up t he question, whether the Legis­
la.ture can legisla.te to the extent it has assumed, 01' 

other expositions of the Constitutions of the State or 
Union, though the occ.'l.sions for such exercises were 
rare in the {Iuiet times of his judicial life, Chief Jus­
tice Ruffin slione to uo less advantage, than in those 
dependent on Illunicipal regulations. His COllvel's<lncy 
with political ethiCS, public la.w and ]~nglish and 

American history, seems to have assigned to him the 
task of delivering the opinions 011 this head, which 
have most attracted general atOOution. That delivered 
by him in the case of Hoke against Henderson in 
which it was held, that the Legislature could not, 
by a. sentence of its own in the form of an enact­
ment, divest a citizen of p1'operty, even in a public 

ofl1ce, because tho proceeding was an excrcise of ju· 

dicial power, received the high encomium of Kent 
and other authors 011 constitutional law; and I bap­
pened personally to witness, that it was the main 
autbority relied on by Mr. Reverdy Johnson, in the 
argument /01' tbe second time, of Ex: part.c Garland, 
which ilwolyed the power of Oongress by a. test oath, 
to exclude lawyers from practice in the Supreme 
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<1articipa.tccl Court of the Unit-e<1 St.ates, fol' haNing 
in civil wal' against the government; and in which, 
its reasoning on the negath'c side of the question, 

was sust.'lined by that august tri~um1.1. 
'L'llC singular felicity and aptitude with which he 

denuded his judgments of all extraneous matteI', and 

expounded the VCl'y principles of the case in haud, 
usually citing nuthodty only to uphold what ball 

"been demonstrated without it, is the most striking 
feature in llis lIumerous opinions. Xo commonplace. 

or sCl'\'ile copying of the ideas of others fill the 

space to be occupied, but a manly comprehension of' 

the subject iu its entire proportions, illustrated by 
well cOllsiliere(1 t hought aud lucid and generally grace­
ful expression. His leal'lling wu.s profouud, but not 

SO deep u.s his OWll reflectiolls. ilis powers of' a.b­

stractioll subjected overy thing to scl'lltiny, and rare 

was the fhllaey which passec1 through that crucible 
without exposure. 11 he did not develope new truths 

the old were made to shine with a fresher lustre, 

from haYing ulldergone bis l)roecsses of thought and 
illustration , Ilis style of writing was elevated aJl(1 

worthy of the themes he discussed. lIi s language 

well selected, and exhibiting a. cri tical acquaintance 
with English philology. A marked characteristic in 

his wli tings, as it was also iu his convcrs.'ttion, was 

tbe frequent, daxtl'ous, and strikingly appropriate use 
he made of the brief words of our language, usually 

of Sa.xon derivation; as in his response to the trilJ­

ute of the bar to the memory of Judge Gaston: 

(. "We knew that be was, indeed, a. good mall and a 
great J udge." . 
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In tb,9 autumn of 1852, while in the zenith of his 
reputation, and not yet prossed with the weight of 

years. Ohief Justice Ruffin resigned his office and J'&­

tired. as be supposed forever, fi'om the professional 

employments be had 80 long and with so much re­

nO\m pursued. But on the de..'\th of his successor and 

friend, Ohief Justice Nash, in December, 1858, he 
was called by tho almost unanimous vot.e of the 
General Assembly then ill session, to fill the vacanoy, 
and s.'lt again aa a Judge of the Supreme Court 

until the a.utUIllU of 1859, when fa.iling llealth rCll­

(lered his labors irksome, a.nd he took his final le..'Wc 
of judicial life. SLx years of rcst in bis rural home 

had induced nothing of rust 01' <lesuetude : he wore 

the ermine as natW'ally and gracefully as if be had 
noyer been divested of its folds; his judicial argu­

ments at this time c,-incc aU tha.t vigor of thought 
and freshness and copiousness of learning which had 

prompted au old admirer to sa.y of him, that he 
was a II bam lawyer_" It is not improbable that this 

preservation in full panoply was in solDe design 

aided by the Circumstance, that in a desire to 1>0 useful 

in allY spbere for which he was fitted, he bad ac­

cepted the office of a. Justice of the P eace in the 

county of Alamancc, in wbich be then resided, and 
had .beM tlie Oouuty Courts with tho lay jllsticcs 
dlU'ing tlJis period. 'l'bougli neat' ten years late)', and 
when he had passed the age of eighty, in a ma.ttel' 

of seizure, in which he took some interest for a 
fHend, under the revenne laws, in the Oircuit Oourt 
of the United States, a branch of pmctice to whicb 
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he had 1I0t . been habituated by e.xpeIienoo, I bad 
occ.."\sion to observe that he was as ready with his 
pell in fmming the pleadings, without books of au­
tbotity or precedent, as any proctor in a Oourt of 
admiralty. 

In looking back upon bis long life devoted to the 
profession, and the monuments of his diligence. learn­
ing and strikillg ability that be left behind him. it 
is no extravagance of eulogy to affirm, that if the 
State or any American State has fostered great ad­
vocates, counsellors or Judges, he assuredly was of 
this class. 
. But when, as Ooke to Littleton, we bid "Fare­
well to our jUl'isprudent," who had basked so long 
in tbe II gladsome light" of jurisprudence, we ba.ve 
not wbolly fulfilled the L"\sk assigned us. JUl'ispru­
deuce was indeed his forte; and t·hat in its most 
enlarged sense, embracing the science of right in all 
its aspccts. Considering how thoroughly lIe had mas­

tered the systems prevailing in England and the Uni­
ted States, tbe fullness of his knowledge in kindred 
studies and the facility with which he labored al)(l 
wrote, it is to be regretted that be did not betake 

himself to professional authorship. But there arc other 
aspects of bis character than that ot a lawyer and 
Judge. 

At an early period he bec.''\.me tbe proprjctor of an 

est.."Lte on Da.n river, in Uoekillgbam, on which he es­
tablished a. plantation at once, and gave personal di­
rection to its profitable cultivation from that time until 

his dcatll. OaJ'J'ying his family to l1alcigh for a so-
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joul'll of twchoc mouths upon assuming tlle Presidency 
of n, Bank as already stated, he removed thence to 

Haw rh"cl', in Alamance, in 1830, and thero undor his 

OWIl eye c.'l.l'ricd 011 the operations of a planter with 

success until the year lSGG, when tile rcsult.s of the 
war deprh"ccl him of laborers, and he soleI t ile estate 
and removed again to llillsbol'ough. '1'he law bas been 
said by some of its old authors, to be a jealous 
mistress, and to allow no rival in the attentions of 
its votary. Ohief J ustice l~ufIin, however, while dili­
gently performing the duties of his grc;1,t office, and 

keeping up with the labors of his cotemporaries, 
IJ)"uuhurst, Brongham, Tentcrdcll and D enman, ill 

England, and the UHlUCl'OUS Oourts cxcl'cisiug like 
jurisdictions in America, fouud leisure to manage his 
Hum at hOllle as well as to give direction to th,tt 
in Rockingbam, And this, not in the inellectiye 
manner wbich has attended the like efforts of some 
professional meo, but with present prof'lt and im­
provement of the estates, li'rom early life he ap­

peared to b~we conceh'ed a. fondness for agricultlU'e, 
includi ng horticulture and tile growing of fhlit trees 

aod (lowers, wbich bis home in the country seemed 

to ba.ve been selected to indulge, Here fOl' thirty­

five years, in the recess of his Oow'ts, ile found re­
Cl'e.'l.tion io these pursuits and in the rearing of do­

mestio animals; the result of wbich was tho most 
encouraging success in orcba,rds, gmpery, ga.rdeno creal 
crops, flocks and herds, Oombining a. knowledge of 

the general principles of science, with fine powers of' 
observation, and the suggestions of the most ap­
pl'O\'(~d Agricultural periodicals, he was !u'epared to 
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avail himself in practice of the highest. intclligence 

in the art. It was therefore no empty compliment 

to a great jUlist and leading citizen, wheu the Ag­

ricultLll'ai society of North Carolina, in ]8'>1, elected 

him to its presidency after his retirement from the 

Bench, but the devotion to public llSCS and scr\1ce, 

,.. of an experience amI infornultiolJ in tho eulti\'atioll 

of the soil, and all its maniiohl coullections and de­

pendenCies, \\'hich few other mcn in the State pos­

sessed. He was continucd in this distil1guishc(l po­

sition for six years, when declining health demanded 

hi s rctiremcnt; and at no time havc the interests 

of the society been more prosperous, its public ex­

hibitions more spirited; alld it may be added, that 

on no occasion did he ever manifest more s.'ltisfac-

• tion than in the reunions of its members . 

ilis farming was not t!.tat of a mere ltlllatcllr in 

tbe art, designed as iu tbe c.1.SC of other public 

charaet(lrs of whom we have read, to dignify retire­

ment, to amusc leisure 01' gratify taste, though few 

had a highcr relislJ for the 0l'llamenta1, especially in 

sbl1lbbery and flowers_ 'l'his, he could Dot, or did 

not think he could afford, but to realize subsistence 

and profit, to make money, to pro\-ide for his OWIl, 

and to enable him to contribute in cba rity to the 

wallts of others. ile consequently entered into all 

the utilities, ecouomies and practicabilities of hus­

bandry in its minute details, realizing the English 

lll'O,-el'b, quoted in the writings of Sir Fmllcis lioad, 

that Ie a. good elepbant should be able to raise a. 
• C<\Il1l011 or pick up :'to pill." 
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Tho liberal hospitality that he dispensed through­

out life was a most conspiouous feature in the pe­

riod thus devoted to practical agliculture. His na.. 
tore was eminently social, bis acquaintcnco in his 
high position extensive, his dwelling near olle of the 

great highwa.ys of travel through the State in the 
old modes of conveyance, c.-..sy of access j and the 

exuberance of his ra.nn, garden, orchards and domes­

tic comforts were neyer morc agreeably dislJensed, 
than when ministered to the gratification of his 

friends under his own roof. 'l'hc cordiality and ease 

with which be did tIle honors of au entcrt'liner in 
au old-fashioned southern ID .. nsion. is among the 
}llea&1.ut recollections of Dot a few between the Po­
toUIaC and the Mississippi. It was here, indectl, sur­
rounded by a £1.mily worthy of the care .'1.0(1 affcction 

he bestowed upon them, rela.xoo (l'om the severe 
studies and anxieties of official life, in uureserved 
aod cheerful intercolU'Se, that, ancr aU, he apl>O..'lrcd 

most flworably. 
By his iudustry, fl1lgality and a.pitude for the 

management of property, he MCumulated ill a. long 
life an esta.te more ample than usually L'lils to the 
lot of a member of the profession in this State; 

and although much reduced by the consequences of 

the civil war, it was still competent to tho comfOlt 

of his large family. 
Judge Ruffin was, until snpel'Seded by the ebanges 

made in 1868, the oldest Tl1lstee of the Unh"crsity 
of the Statc, and always one of the most efficient 
and activo members of the Bo..'lrd, l! .... ol'more than half 
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a century on terms of intimate intercourse with its 

Presidents, Oaldwell and Swain, and the leading Pro­

fessors, Mitchell, Phillips ami their associat€s, he 

was their ready counsellor and friend in any emer­

gency j whether in making apl>eals to the Lcbrlslaturo 

ill behalf of the institution for support and aasistanoo 

in its seasons of adversity, or in cnforcing discipline 

and maintaining order, admneing the standard of 

-education, or cheering the labors both of the Fac­
ulty and students. Ris criterion of a. collegiate edu­

catioll wa.s high, and he illustrated by his own ex­
ample tho rewards of diligent and faithful study. He 

retained a. better acquaintance with the dead lan­

guages than any of bis COlll llCers we htwc named ex­

cept Gaston, Murphey and '1'3oylor. In ethics, history 

ami the standard British classics, his knowledge wu.s 
profound. In science and in natlll'al history, more 

cs])ctially ill chemish'y and tbosc departmcllt.s 1>el'­

taillillg to Agriculture, ilol1icultul'c, Pomology ami 

the like, bis attaiLllllellts were Yery considerable, ' as 

they were also in works of belles leltres, Poe:ry, taste 

ami fiction, at least down to the end of tho novels 

of Scott and Coopor, He worthily recch-cd the hon­

ornry degree of Doctor of La.ws from the U niversity 

of North Oarolina in !S34, and the like honor is be­

lievcd to ha.ve been sul)SC{llIcntly conferred by bis 

Alma. )[ater at Princeton. 

J lis style and ma.nller in conversation, in which tl(' 

took gre.'\t dcligbt ami bore ~~ distinguished palt in 

1111 eompaniClol, abounded in llle;l8UntI'Y, but exbibited 

'the same wide rango of thought nnd information 
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with his public pcrrol'mauces, and was full of enter­

tainment amI instruction to the young. ilis temper­

ament was mercurial, his actions quick a-ud energetic. 

and his whole bearing ill the fiuthcst possible degree 

removed from sloth, inertness and despondency. III 

political sentiment he accorded with the school of 

Jefferson, and for more than fOity yenl's was a cou- Wl'~ 

stant reader of the Ricllmond IlIqllirm", the editor 
of wbic11, ~Ir. Ritchie, was his rclath'c; t hough 00 

OIlC entertained :~ morc exalted reverence for the 

character, abilities and patriotism of J\fal'shalI, with 

whom be cberisbed a familiar acquaintance while ill 

practice before him at the bal', and after his own 

elevation to the Beuch. Lnter in lifc he fOl'mcd It 

Uke kind and admiring acqllaillt.ulce with Ohancellor 

Kent. 

In the wi nter of 180 1, the J..Iegisla,tllro of XOJtlt 
Oarolina, baving acceded to tho proposition of Vil·· 
gillia,. on the approach of the late rupture between the 

-' 
St~"tt-es of t lle U nion, to assemble a b~ly of delegMes 

in the city of 'Vashington, to consideL' and recom· 
mend tcrms of reconciliatioll, J udge Ruffin was ap· 

point,fd one of the members in the H Peace Oonler­
cnee," and is understood to have taken a oon~picLl· 

ow) p:U't in its deliberations and debates. " Te have 

the testimony of General Scott, in his Autobiography. 

already quoted, that his counsels in that fbSsembly 

wero altogether I).wifie. P rcsident Buclwuan, in hi::; 

work in dclellce of his action in that impol'taut crisis, 

makes a.ssmtiou of t.he same fhet. After the fi"li!me 
• 



• 
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of the efforts at adjustment, and the war in his 

opinion had become It necessity, J -udge Ruffin :tCCCl}-

ted :\ seat in the St.'\tc COIl\'cution of 1861, and 

th row into its support all the zeal and energy of 

his carncst and ardcnt temper i one of his sons, a. 

grandson [1,11(1 othol' ncar eonncctiolls taking p<u't in 

the dangel'S and privations of its camps n,nd battlc­

fields. ' ''hell defeat came, lIe yielded an bonest 

submission and acquiescence, and renewed in perfect 

good fait h his allegiance to t he go\'ernment of' the 

.. "C"nitcd States. '1'00 fa r advanced ill years to be IOJl ~ 

gel' acti \'c in afIhil's, his chief conccl'll in regard to 

the public interests thenceforward, was fol' the con~ 

::;eryation of the public weal, and that the ,,[olent 

, 

• 

• 

convulsion of which we llad felt t he shock and the 

change might be pcrmitted to pass without any sc­

riolls disturbancc of the gren.t and essential principlcs 

of frcedom and right which it had been the (;1.\"orit(' 

study of bis life to understand and illustrate. 

" Tit h the close of tue war his 1:mn about his man­

sion hn.,"ing cxpericnccd the desola.tion of an arUly en­

campmcnt, amI its system of labol' being abolished, 

he fclt unequal to the entc111t1se of' its rcslIscit,ation 

amI cnlt.nre, and therefore di~poscd of the e-:tatc and 

again took up his abode in TIi1lsboJ"Ough. Hcrc, in 

occasional occupa tion as a. refcrec of legal cont!·o\"cl'­

sics, in dirccting the assiduous cult11l'e of his ganlell 

and ground·", in desultory reading, ill which he now 

and 1h('n rCClIrrcd to his old fa\'Oritcs among the 
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noYels of Scott, in the duties of hospitali ty amI the 

eonyerse of fIiends in the bosom of his family, he 

passed the e\'cning of his da.ys. In the semle of im­

becility or doorol)itmle, be Ilever grew old, but was 

blessed with the enjoyment of a. remarkable intellec­

tual vigor nnd (ine flow of spir its almost 'till his 

dissolution. And in anticillation of death in bis la:.;t 

illness, he laid an injullction on his physician to ad­

minister to him 110 anodyne which shoulll delllin~ 

him of consciousness, as be did uot wish to dic in 

a st..1.te of iu,sansibility. 

On the 15th of Janua.ry, 1870, after an ilhlelis of' 

but four days, tbough he had been a-o invalid from 

an affection of the longs for a. yc.'lr or mol'O, Ill' 

breathed his last, in the 83d year of his age. Jiis 

end was resigned and peaceful, and in tho oonsola­

tion of all enlightened amI humble christian faith. 

For more than fOity yc.'u"S a. communicant in tilt' 

Protest..'lnt Episcopal elm reb. he was oue of' its most 

aeth'e memhers in the State, and more than oneo rep­

resented the Diocese in tbe Triennial COIl\'cntiolls of' 

the Union. 

The venerable companion of his lito, a bl'idc whclI 

not yet fifteen, a. wife for more than sixty year", 

yet survives to receive the gratitudo and affect ion of 

a numerous posterity and tile l'Cvel'cncc alld esteem 

of b'OOIlS of friends. 

Tbis iml>Cl'fcct otreIing is a memoir, not a palH'g)'l'ic. 

It contaius not history, but Imrlicu1rls historirc-s(: l':ti>.i 

j 

• 
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DOlI, 'l'hom(/,~ /{ujjill, 

of bi stnl',V which it i:; hOI><'11 mn,y not lw without. 

their ust' to the futm 'c studt']ll of 0111' annals, for 

tho charactcr we cOlltemplaj(' is ticstilwcl to he his­

torieal. !lis life was pa~se(l ill the pl1hli(' virw in 

t he most impOItaut publi{: fUlwtions-ill cout:lt't wit h 

the mo:;t gifted ami {:ulth'att'd mcn of the ~t:ltC' fh l' 

half a century; it mil th ]'()ugh two geuemtiolls of 

lawyers, J t was ginm to a professioll in which were 

cllgagt'd many of the firs t miu<is of other t')lates, anti 

I e<1lI c;,11 to l'ceollectioll 110 .Judg(' of ;lny ::)t:L[{> ot 
tho Ullioll wbo ill that pl'riod ha:; len- hehind hi III 

noblc]' or mort' IlUllll'I'OUI'i melllorials of erudition, tlili­

gl'lIc(' ami ;boilit,r in til l' tlC]);tl'tmcnts of the law li t, 

wa:; call('li to adminis te r, ~I'hi' study of his pt'riill'-

1II;\llC('S will M least SI.'r\'l' 10 COI'I"(.'('t til(' ('1'1"01' of 

" opinion PI'Cvailillf,C with mally at the ~orth, that lilt, 

illtcllc('wai aetidty of t ile SOllth t1('Iip;ht~ iti't'I!' olll y 

ill politiC:;, 

1'0 t he llIpmbcrs of t Ill' A gl'i(-lIltural Kodety a nti to 

tlli fi awlicll('(' llis ilevolion to, alld SlIce' t 'SS ill :Ij.!rit-ul­

tUl'e if; a. Ru1liect of 0111)' RC('OllCiIlI'Y intcrest to· his pro­

fcsRional Hunc, It ha# hpcn rellla rked by OIlC of Ihl' 

IlI'itis}1 pi's.'l.yists, as "a ~'\.yi ll p; ot dl1llccS in all :l.gf'i', 

tha.t. men of genius ar(' ullfit 1'01' bllf;inCK'-\," ft i!4 W']'­

haps ;lo kintll'('d tallaey, to whicll pedant 1',\' and slot h 

hm'C given as much countenallCC' on til l' 011(' hand :JR 

hli ssflll igl:oranoo 011 Lho oili er, that high Cll ltmc anti 

t' l'Iu1i1 ion as in the caSl' of til(' I('arnoe l Jll'otcs.'!ion!', 
is incompatible with !:i u r~C('s.-; in pmctical anili l'~ in 

othpl' dCll:utmcnts, 'Vc iJ;wC' bC'forc II " the life of 0110 

t, wh o ticlllollstrntcd in his own persoll, tha.t it is ]>os-

f 
I 



,\I r/~rc..t.!Jl(l ('ltar((cli'r of 1111 1/011. TfIOm(t~ Huifill. 

sible for a. gt'('aL ,me! profound law.Yer to take ,~ leall­

ing part al1(1 hel'orne a shillillg lig:hL in pmNkally 

proulOting the fin;t and ,l\:n'atest of tlw intlustrial 

al'tR, and Hlthough tll('I1.' bt:> no Hatura! ('olUlc('lion 

between tiJ('s(' occupations, tll:\.t. til<' R:1Ino w('ll-din'ct­

cd industJ)'. paticncc and cneq.('y whit:h ha~1 ,whit·\,('tI 

SLlCCCSS in the OtH', was equal 10 a. like triumph in 

the oth('r j whilst in lligh prohit,", in stailli ('~s lllOI'­

alfl., in social interconrse, in tiJ(' am('uili(';;; of iif{o, awl 

the (iomcstic aflcctiolls and dutieR, h is CX;llllpl(' will 

be cherished in the recollection of' his frietHb;, ane! 

ma.y well he collllllend('d to th{' iluitalion of Olll' 

yout h. 

No""~ "" ~~,",,,,.., ... ~ ... ~ t r. Library 
.h 
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