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14 April, 1778.
State of North Carolina,
In the House of Commons:
At a General Assembly, begun and held at New Bern, on the 14th day of April, in the year of our
Lord, one thousand, seven hundred and seventy-eight, and in the second year of the
independence of the said State, being the first session of this Assembly.
The Sheriffs and other returning officers of the several Counties and towns within this State
having certified that the following persons were duly elected members of the Commons House of
Assembly for the respective Counties and towns, as follows, viz: For
Anson County—George Davidson and Stephen Miller.
Beaufort—Alderson Ellison and William Brown.
Bladen—Samuel Cain and Thomas Amis.
Brunswick—
Bertie—William Jordan, Jr., and Simon Turner.
Bute—Benjamin Hawkins and Adkin M. Lemon.
Burke—
Craven—John Tillman and Nathan Bryan.
Caswell—John Williams and Peter Farrow.
Carteret—Solomon Shepperd and John Easton.
Camden—
Currituck—
Chowan—Thomas Benbury and Jacob Hunter.
Cumberland—
Chatham—Alexander Clark and James Williams.
Dobbs—William Fellows and Jesse Cobb.
Duplin—Richard Clinton and Thomas Hicks.
Edgecomb—Jonas Johnston and Isaacs Sessums.
Granville—John Williams and Thornton Yancey.
Guilford—James Hunter and Robert Lindsey.
Halifax.—Egbert Haywood and John Whitaker.
Hyde—
Hertford—William Baker and ———
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Martin—Nathan Mayo and Edmonson Edward Smithwick.
Mecklenburg—Caleb Fifer and David Wilson.
Northampton—Robert Peoples and Joseph Bryan.
New Hanover—John Devane and Timothy Bloodworth.
Nash—
Onslow—Binejah Doty and George Mitchell.
Orange—Gen'l Butler and William McCauley.
Pitt—William Roberson and John Williams.
Perquimons—
Pasquotank—
Rowan—
Surry—Matthew Brooks and Frederick Miller.
Tyrrel—Isham Webb and Joshua Servain.
Tryon—
Wake—Lodwick Alford and Hardey Saunders.
Washington—William Cock and Luke Bayer.
Wilkes—
Town of Hillsborough—William Courtney.
Halifax—Willie Jones.
Edenton—
Wilmington—
New Bern—Richard Cogdell.
Salisbury—
Pursuant to which the following members appeared and qualified by taking the several oaths
appointed by Law for the qualification, of Members of the General Assembly and subscribed the
same took their seats according, vizt:
Messrs. Richard Cogdell, Peter Farrow, William Robeson, George Mitchell, Isham Webb,
Joshua Servain, John Williams (Gran,) Thornton Yancey, Benjamin Hawkins, Adkin McLemore,
Matthew Brook, John Tillman, Richard Clinton, Thomas Hicks, Simon Turner, William
Courtney, William McCauley, Thomas Benbury, Samuel Cain, Nathan Mayo, Alderson Ellison,
E. Edward Smithwick, William Fellow, George Davidson, Stephen Miller, Nathan Bryan, Willie
Jones, James Williams, Alexander Clark, John Williams, (Caswell) William Jordan, John
Devane, Timothy Bloodworth, Caleb Fifer, David Wilson, Lodwick Alford, Hardy Sanders, John
Williams (Pitt) Egbert Haywood, Robert Peoples,
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and Robert Lindsey.
Willie Jones, Esq., proposed for Speaker, John Williams, Esq., of Granville who was
unanimously chosen and conducted to the Chair accordingly.
At the same time John Hunt was appointed Clerk and Mr. Joseph Blithe, Assistant.
On motion, Evan Swann and John Gooding were appointed door keepers.
On motion, resolved, that the following rules of decorum be observed during the sitting of this
House of Commons:
1st. When the Speaker is in the chair every member shall sit in his place with his hat off.
2nd. That no person shall pass between the Speaker and the member then speaking.
3rd. That no member shall come into the House or remove from one place to another with his hat
on.
4th. That no member shall be allowed to speak but in his place, and after rising and and
addressing himself to the Speaker, shall not proceed until permitted by the Speaker's calling him
by name.
5th. No person shall stand up or disturb another while he is speaking.
6th. That no member shall speak more than twice to one question in any debate, without leave,
unless in a Committee of the whole House.
7th. The Speaker ought to be heard without interruption, and when he rises, the member up shall
sit down.
8th. That no person shall be called on for any words of heat, but on the day in which they were
spoken.
9th. Whenever the members are divided the Speaker shall determine the question, but not vote on
any other occasion.
10th. That no member shall depart the service of the House without leave.
11th. No question shall be put on any motion made unless the same is seconded.
12th. When two or more members are up together the Speaker shall determine which rose first.
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direct.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o'clock.

Wednesday, 15th April, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. Jesse Cobb, one of the members for Dobbs County; Mr. Jacob Hunter, one of the members
for Chowan County; Mr. John Easton, one of the members for Carteret County; Mr. Peter Mallett
and Robert Rowan, the members for Cumberland County; Mr. Benjamin Cleaveland and Mr.
Elisha Isaacs, the member for Wilkes County, appeared, were qualified and took their seats
accordingly.
Ordered, that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House inform you that they are ready to proceed on public Business.
On motion, resolved that Mr. Jones, Mr. Tillman, Mr. Fifer, Mr. Haywood, Mr. Courtney, Mr.
Smithwick, Mr. Benbury and Mr. Davidson, be a Committee of priviledges and elections.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House inform you that they are ready to proceed on business.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House directing Mr. Thomas Owen in
behalf of Messrs. Wm. McRee and George Brown, Commissioners appointed by the last
Assembly to pay into the public Treasury of this State a certain sum of money therein mentioned,
together with a letter, &c., from Mr. McRee.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate, &c., referred to in the above Message, as
follows:
On motion, resolved, that Mr. Thomas Owen in behalf of Messsrs.
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of the effects of certain tories in Bladen County, do pay into the public Treasury of this State the
sum of seventy-eight pounds one shilling, it being the nett proceeds of said effects.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received and considered the Message and resolve of yours impowering Mr.
Thomas Owen to pay a certain sum of money therein mentioned into the public Treasury, with
which this House concur.
Received from the Senate the following resolve, &c:
On motion, resolved, that the following Message be addressed to His Excellency, the Governor,
and sent to the Commons for concurrence.
To His Excellency, Richard Caswell, Esquire, Captain Genl., Governor, &c., &c.
Sir:—
The two Houses of the General Assembly being now formed acquaint your Excellency that they
are ready to take under consideration such dispatches and other matters as are necessary to be
laid before them.
Concurred with.
Ordered, that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the message addressed to His Excellency, the Governor.
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have appointed Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Owen, Mr. Thompson, Gen'l Rutherford and Mr.
Shepperd to act with such gentlemen
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Exum and Mr. Davis as a Committee of Accounts.
On motion, resolved, that Mr. Benbury, Mr. Courtney, Mr. McCauley, Mr. Miller, Mr. Jacob
Hunter, Mr. John Williams (Caswell), Mr. James Hunter, Mr. Clark, Mr. Bryan, Mr. Easton, Mr.
Mayo and Mr. Webb be a Committee of Claims, and that Mr. Tillman, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. James
Williams, Mr. Cogdell, Mr. Cobb, Mr. Cain, Mr. Brooks, Mr. Baker and Mr. Whitaker be a
Committee of Accounts to act jointly with the gentlemen appointed of the Senate.
Ordered, that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the message of yours, appointing a Committee of Claims and
Accounts, to act jointly with such gentlemen of this House as should be appointed, and have on
their part appointed Mr. Benbury, Mr. Courtney, Mr. McCauley, Mr. Miller, Mr. Hunter, Mr.
John Williams (Caswell), Mr. James Hunter, Mr. Clark, Mr. Bryan, Mr. Easton, Mr. Mayo and
Mr. Webb, as a Committee of Claims; and Mr. Tillman, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. James Williams, Mr.
Richard Cogdell, Mr. Cobb, Mr. Cain, Mr. Brooks, Mr. Baker and Mr. Whitaker, as a Committee
of Accounts, to act jointly with the gentlemen by you appointed for those purposes.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House directing Mr. John Devane to
deliver to John Atkins, on certain conditions, a waggon therein mentioned.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was rejected.
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To the Honorable the General Assembly,
Gentlemen:—
Herewith you will receive sundry resolutions of Congress, letters from General Washington, a
letter from Brigadier General McIntosh, with a return of the North Carolina Brigade and sundry
other public letters and papers which have come to hand since the rising of the last General
Assembly; the very important matters recommended in those papers and the delay occasioned by
my not having it in my power to lay them before the Legislature sooner will point out the
necessity of lodging a power somewhere of summoning that Body (in case of emergency) to
attend at a shorter day than that to which it may be adjourned.
I have directed the Journal and proceedings of the Council of State to be laid before you. And
although I have complied with the advice of the Council in the several matters by that Board
recommended since the last Assembly, yet it becomes necessary that I inform you particularly
how far I have proceeded in some instances to enable you to judge of the propriety of the
measures and form your own determinations in respect to them.
I have appointed a Lieutenant of the Guard at Kingston, furnished him with a warrant on the
Treasury for money sufficient to enable him to raise the number of men directed by the General
Assembly, procured arms and cloathing for the guard, and appointed a person to furnish
provisions. An account of the arms, cloathing and provisions, with the officers' returns of stores
and men, shall be laid before you. As no person applied or was recommended to be appointed
Lieutenant of the Guard at Halifax, I frequently wrote General Jones on the subject, and inclosed
him a commission to be filled up to a proper person to command the guard, and requested him to
contract with some person to furnish provisions, but am not yet fully informed how far he has
proceeded. In the course of the session I hope to be able to give you the fullest information in
respect to that guard.
A pretty large quantity of cloathing has been purchased, and the greatest part forwarded to the
Clothier-General of the Continental Army for the use of the troops raised in this State. Among
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two of the Justices of Craven County as the property of Messrs. Savage and Wetmore, though
since claimed by one Mr. O'Conner, the measures which were taken in this case can only be
justified from the necessity of it, and as they were adopted purely for the public good, I flatter
myself they will be approved by the General Assembly. The invoice of those goods, with the
other papers relating thereto, shall be laid before you to the end that a proper allowance be made
to the persons from whom they were taken.
Two of the gentlemen appointed commissioners in connection with the commissioners of
Virginia and Maryland to regulate and ascertain the prices of labor, manufactories, internal
produce and commodities imported from foreign ports, and also to regulate the charges of inn
holders, proceeded to Fredericksburg, in Virginia, where, together with the Commissioners of
that State, they entered on the business recommended to them by Congress, and came to some
resolutions thereon, which they have reported to me. Those resolutions I now lay before you for
your consideration.
Commissioners have been appointed to hold a treaty with the Indians inhabiting the Towns in the
middle settlements and Valleys, but the time since the Commissioners was sent up has not been
sufficient, I apprehend to enable to Commissioners to complete that service. If any report is
made to me by them in the course of the Session, I shall lay the same before you.
Six thousand and six hundred and forty-eight pounds of Cannon powder has been purchased for
the public since the last Assembly, and lodged in the magazine at New Bern, the cost thereof
with the charges shall be laid before you.
A Letter from the governor of Virginia of the 23rd of February respecting the ship Caswell, was
delivered me a few days ago and a pay roll of the Crew belonging to the said ship, with the
Captain's remarks on the usefulness of a Tender. These I also lay before you for consideration,
and think it necessary to acquaint you that Captain Wilson informed me he had one hundred and
forty-five men on board the said ship, that the ship was properly fitted to proceed to Ocracock
Bar and waited my orders. But as I was not fully acquainted with the Contract made by the
commissioners of this State with the State of Virginia in respect to the two Galleys
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justifiable in giving Captain Wilson orders, therefore only desired him to proceed with his Ship
immediately to Ocracock and protect the trade in the best manner in his power until he heard
further from me, and that in the mean time I would lay this business before the Legislature.
The defenceless condition of Ocracock and the recent Behavior of of the Enemy there show the
necessity of a speedy determination in the measures you shall think proper to take.
R. Caswell.
At the same time received the Resolutions of Congress, letters, &c., &c., &c., referred to in the
above Message, as also the Journals and proceedings of the Council of State.
Ordered that the same lie over until tomorrow for consideration.
The House adjourned untill 3 oclock P. M.
The House met according to adjournment.
On motion, Resolved, that Mr. Joseph Blithe have leave to resign his appointment as assistant
Clerk.
The House adjourned until tomorrow morning 9 o'clock.

Thursday, 16 April, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment.
Received from His Excellency the Governor the following Message:
To the Honorable the General Assembly,
Gentlemen:—
This accompanies a letter I this day received from Colonel Long, with the copy of a letter from
Col. Finnie, Deputy Quarter Master General of Virginia, to him, by which you will observe a
quantity of lead is expected to be sent from this State for the use of the Grand Army and that Col.
Long is sending wagons here to receive the same.
On examining the Commissaries return of stores I find there is not a sufficient quantity of lead to
load the wagons from hence, that there is upwards of 45,000 lbs in the several Magazines
belonging

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 664 -------------------to this State, of which 6817 lbs is at Kingston and 1023 lbs at Halifax, the last two quantities I
apprehend will be as much as Col. Long will now be able to furnish wagons to carry, and
whether you will think proper to direct that the United States be supplied with the same is
submitted to your consideration.
R. Caswell.
At the same time received the letters referred to in the above Message, and the same being read,
Resolved, that it be recommended to His Excellency the Governor to order such supplies of lead
from this State to the northward for the use of the Continental Army as he may judge necessary,
out of the Continental Stores, if there be sufficient thereto belonging, but if not out of the stores
belonging to this State.
Ordered that the above resolve, &c., be sent to the Senate for their concurrence together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House recommending to His
Excellency, the Governor, to order such supplies of lead to the northward as he may judge
necessary, &c.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to this State furnishing the continental
army with a quantity of lead.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 16th April, 1778.
Read and Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be addressed to his Excellency, the Governor.
To His Excellency, Richard Caswell, Esquire, Captain General, &c., &c.
Sir:—
Herewith you will receive a resolve of the General Assembly
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proper.
The order of the Day for taking into consideration the resolutions of Congress, letters, &c., &c.,
&c., being called for and read, the House proceeded to take the same into consideration when
they came to the following Resolution thereon, that the consideration thereof be referred to a
joint Commmittee of both Houses.
On motion, resolved that Mr. Benbury, Mr. Jones, Mr. Tillman, Mr. Bryan, Mr. Jas. Williams,
Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Hawkins be a Committee on the part of this House to take into
consideration the resolutions of Congress, &c., &c., &c.
Ordered, that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have had under their consideration sundry resolutions of Congress, letters, &c., &c.,
&c., which have been transmitted to His Excellency, the Governor, since the rising of the last
Assembly, which we propose referring to a joint committee of both Houses; and for that purpose
have on our part appointed Mr. Benbury, Mr. Jones, Mr. Tillman, Mr. Bryan, Mr. Jas. Williams,
Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Hawkins, a committee.
Read the petition of Clement Crook, of Tyrrell County, complaining of an undue election in said
County.
Ordered, that the same be referred to the Committee of Privileges and Elections.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill to establish rules to be observed in celebrating matrimony.
A Bill for the ease and convenience of the militia of New Hanover County.
A Bill to compel the late officers of the militia in this State to account for and pay to the
succeeding commanding officers all monies in their hands arising from the fines of delinquents.
A Bill for erecting and building slopes to mill dams across Tar River, and for other purposes.
Endorsed in the Senate, 16 April, 1778.
Read the first time and passed.
Resolved, that Mr. Robert W. Snead be appointed assistant Clerk in the room of Mr. Joseph
Blithe, resigned.
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the same the first time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Hicks and Mr. Clark.
Ordered that the Bill to compel the late officers of the militia in this State to account for and pay
to the succeeding commanding officers all monies in their hands arising from the fines of
delinquents, be read; read the same the first time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Hicks and Mr. Clark.
Ordered that the Bill for the ease of the militia of New Hanover County be read; read the same
the first time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Hicks and Mr. Clark.
Ordered that the Bill for erecting and building slopes to mill dams across Tar River, and other
purposes, be read; read the same the first time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Hicks and Mr. Clark.
Mr. Courtney moved for leave, and printed a Bill for building a Court House in the town of
Hillsborough, for the District of Hillsborough, which he read in his place and delivered in at the
table, where it was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Hicks and Mr. Clark.
The House adjourned till 3 o'clock P. M.
The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. William Gilbert, one of the members for Tryon County, appeared, was qualified and took his
seat accordingly.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received your message, accompanied with sundry resolutions of Congress,
letters, &c., &c. Also a message from His Excellency, the Governor, and have appointed Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Stone, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Luke Sumner, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Saunders, Mr. Jones and Mr.
Frazier to act with the gentlemen appointed by your House to take the above mentioned papers
into consideration.
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District of Hillsborough.
Endorsed in the Senate, 16 April, 1778. Read the first time and passed.
Ordered that the Journal and proceeding of the Council of State be read, and the same being read
were ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Rowan and Mr. Courtney.
Mr. Bloodworth moved for leave and presented a Bill to impower the County Court of each
County in this State to take into their possession the Records belonging to each respective
County, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table, where it was again read, passed
and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Fifer.
Ordered that Mr. James Williams be added to the Committee of Priviledges and Elections.
Mr. Gilbert moved for leave to bring in a Bill for establishing a town on the land of Christian
Mauney in Tryon County.
Ordered that he have leave accordingly.
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning 9 o'clock.

Friday, 17 April, 1778. The House met according to adjournment.
Read the petition of Samuel Spencer, Esq.
Ordered that the same be referred to a Joint Committee of both Houses, that Mr. Hawkins, Genl.
Butler, Mr. Williams (Caswell) Mr. Jones be appointed on the part of this house.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House propose if agreeable to the Senate to ballot tomorrow at 5 o'clock in the afternoon for
a Governor, Council of State and a Marshal for Port Roanoke; and put in nomination for a
Governor Richard Caswell, Esq.; for a Council of State, William Heywood, Joseph Leach,
Edward Starkey, Thomas Eaton, William Cray William Taylor, Thomas Bonner, Frederick
Jones, John
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Port Roanoke, William John Skinner, Esq.
If you approve of this measure please signify the same by Message.
Gen. J. Butler, one of the members for Orange County, Mr. Jonas Johnston, one of the members
for Edgecombe County, Mr. William Robeson, one of the members for Pitt County, appeared,
were qualified and took their seats accordingly.
Read the petition of Monsieur Chariol praying to be admitted to raise a regiment of French
soldiers, &c., for the use of the United States.
Ordered that the same be referred to Joint Committee of both Houses and that Gen. Butler, Mr.
Jones, Mr. Mallett, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Rowan, Mr. Benbury, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Courtney, Mr.
McCauley and Mr. Davidson be a Committee on the part of this House for that purpose.
Ordered that the said petition together with the following Message be sent to the Senate.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send you the petition of Monsieur Chariol which this House propose referring to a
Joint Committee, and for that purpose have on our part appointed Gen. Butler, Mr. Jones, Mr.
Mallett, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Rowan, Mr. Benbury, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Courtney, Mr. McCauley,
Mr. Davidson, a Committee to act jointly with such gentlemen of your House as you may
appoint.
Ordered that Gen. Butler and Mr. Johnston be added to the Committee appointed to take into
consideration sundry resolutions of Congress, letters, &c., &c.
Received from His Excellency, the Governor, the following Message.
To the Honorable the General Assembly,
Gentlemen:
I have received information that there are sundry vessels loadint with provisions in one of the
Ports in this State, the owners designing as it is suggested to send them immediately out on the
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and as I do not think myself invested under the constitution with powers to renew the
proclamation during the sitting of the General Assembly without their direction therein I take the
liberty of acquainting you that the time mentioned in the aforesaid proclamation will probably
expire as soon as a proclamation can be sent to the distant Ports in this State, if you shall think
proper to order such proclamation to issue.
R. Caswell.
On motion, resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor, be impowered to issue a proclamation
prohibiting the exportation of provisions.
Ordered that the above resolve and Message from His Excellency, the Governor, together with
the following Message, be sent to the Senate.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering His Excellency the
Governor to issue a proclamation prohibiting the exportation of provisions, also a Message from
His Excellency, the Governor, which induced this House to enter into such resolve.
Ordered that Genl. Butler, Mr. Boyer and Mr. Johnston, be added to the Committee of Claims.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message proposing that the petition of Monsieur Chariol, be referred to a
Joint Committee with which we agree and have on our part appointed Mr. Thomson, Mr. Coor,
Mr. Harris, Mr. Davis, Mr. Stone and Mr. Jones, a committee to act with the gentlemen by you
appointed for that purpose.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received the Message of yours proposing that the General Assembly proceed to
ballot tomorrow at 5 o'clock for a Governor, Council of State and a Marshal for Port Roanoke,
with which we agree and put in nomination for Governor, Richard
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Richard Henderson, Wm. Bryan, George Moore and Robert Bignall, and for a Marshal for Port
Roanoke, Wm. John Skinner, Esq.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return ths resolve of your House impowering His Excellency, the Governor, to
issue a proclamation prohibiting the exportation of provisions.
Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 17 April, 1778. Read and Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to His Excellency the Governor.
To His Excellency, Richard Caswell, Esquire, Captain General, Governor, &c., &c.
Sir:—
Herewith you will receive a resolve of the General Assembly impowering your Excellency to
issue a proclamation prohibiting the exportation of provisions.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill to impower the County Court of each County in this State to take into their possession the
records belonging to each respective County.
A Bill for securing lots in the town of Tarborough.
Endorsed in the Senate, 17th April, 1778. Read the first time and passed.
A Bill to call into the public Treasury the residue of all the proclamation money emitted under
the sanction of the late Government and other purposes.
Endorsed in the Senate, 16th April, 1778. Read the first time and passed.
Mr. Cogdell moved for leave and presented a Bill for fortifying Cape Lookout Bay a Harbour, on
the Sea Coast of this State, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table, where it was
again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
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Mr. Brooks moved for leave and presented a Bill to prevent the stopping of fish in Yadkin river,
which he read in his place and delivered in at the table where it was again read, passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Hunter and Mr. Boyer.
The Bill to call into the public Treasury the residue of all the proclamation money emitted under
the sanction of the late Government and other purposes was read the first time, passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. McCauley and Mr. Webb.
Mr. Jonas Johnston moved for leave to take out and amend the Bill for securing lots in the town
of Tarborough.
Ordered that he have leave accordingly.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning at 8 o'clock.
Saturday, 18th April, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. Joseph Bryan, one of the members for Northampton County, appeared, was qualified and
took his seat accordingly.
The Bill to impower the County Court of Counties in this State to take into their possession the
records belonging to each respective County, was read the second time and rejected.
Mr. Johnston, who had leave to take out and amend the Bill for securing lots in the town of
Tarborough, brought in the same amended, which was read the first time, passed and ordered to
be sent to the Senate. Sent by Mr. McCauley and Mr. Webb.
The Bill for building a Court House in the town of Hillsborough, for the District of Hillsborough,
was read the second time, amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate. Sent by Mr.
Hunter and Mr. Boyer.
Mr. Gilbert, according to order presented a Bill for establishing a town on the land of Christian
Mauney in Tryon County, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table, where it was
again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Hunter and Mr. Boyer.
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Commissioners for manufacturing guns, &c., in the District of Hillsborough, appointed for that
purpose by the Congress at Halifax in April, 1776, and it appearing thereby that there is very
little probability of the said manufactory's answering the many good purposes intended,
Resolved, therefore, that the said Commissioners be directed to sell such materials, &c., as are
now on hand belonging thereto at public vendue, and account with the next session of General
Assembly for the monies arising from such sale, and also for the money heretofore advanced
them on account of said manufactory.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House directing the Commissioners
appointed for manufacturing guns, &c., in the District of Hillsborough, to sell the materials, &c.,
belonging thereto and account for the same at the next session of General Assembly, and also the
money heretofore advanced them on account of such manufactory.
Resolved, that Mr. Benjamin Bowers, Sheriff of Pitt County, be allowed the sum of seven
pounds sixteen shillings for thirty-six insolvent taxables for the year 1774, (Issued, I Wms. of
Pitt).
Ordered the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence together with the following
Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send, for your concurrence, a Resolve of this House allowing Mr. Benjamin
Bowers a certain sum therein mentioned.
Read the petition of Mecklenburg County, complaining of the late act of the General Assembly
for opening the land office in this State.
Mr. Gilbert moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the said act.
Ordered that he have leave accorningly.
Read the memorial of Ebenezer Hazzard, Esquire, Surveyor General of the post office and post
roads, praying for certain Laws to be passed for removing the evils therein complained of.
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Ordered that he have leave accordingly.
On motion, resolved that the Clerk of the House of Commons be ordered to prepare a Book to
enter the list of the taxable property as returned by the Clerk of each County within this State.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House directing the Clerk thereof to
prepare a Book for a certain purpose therein mentioned.
Read the petition of James Williams, Esquire, praying to be allowed rent for the use of certain
Houses and lots in the town of Halifax which have for some time been occupied by the
Continental troops.
Resolved, therefore that he be allowed the sum of sixty pounds for two years rent of the said
Houses and lots exclusive of the damages sustained on the premises.
Ordered that the above resolve together with the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House, allowing Mr. James Williams a
certain sum therein mentioned.
Received from the Senate the following Message.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House directing the Commissioners of the gun
manufactory in the district of Hillsborough to make sale of the materials thereto belonging, &c.,
with which we concur.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 18 April, 1778.
Read and Concurred with.
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regiment of Europeans on the Continental or Provincial establishment on certain conditions
therein mentioned.
Ordered to lie on the table for consideration.
Received from the Senate the following Bill:
A Bill to regulate and ascertain the officers' fees therein mentioned.
A Bill for establishing a town on the land of Christian Mauney in Tryon County.
A Bill for fortifying Cape Lookout Bay and Harbour on the Sea Coast of this State.
Endorsed in the Senate, 18 April, 1778. Read the first time and passed.
A Bill to regulate and ascertain the officers' fees therein mentioned was read the first time,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. McCauley and Mr. Webb.
Mr. James Williams who had leave to take out and amend the Bill to prevent the stopping of the
Fish in Yadkin river, brought in the same amended, which was read the second time, passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. McCauley and Mr. Webb.
Received from the Senate a Bill to compel the late Officers of the Militia in this State to account
for and pay to the succeeding Commanding Officers, all monies in their hands, etc.
Endorsed in the Senate, 18 April, 1778, read the second time and passed.
The House adjourned until 4 o'clock P. M.
The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. William Cocke, one of the members for Washington county, appeared, was qualified and
took his seat accordingly.
Ordered that Mr. James Williams be appointed to superintend the Balloting, etc., for a Governor,
Council of State, and a Marshall for Port Roanoke.
Received from the Senate a Bill for Erecting a Fort at the mouth of Cape Fear river.
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The Bill for erecting a Fort at the mouth of Cape Fear river was read the first time, passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. McCauley and Mr. Webb.
On motion, Resolved, that Mr. Tillman be requested to write to the Rev'd Mr. Nathaniel Blount
requesting him to attend at the Church, in New Bern, on Wednesday, the 22nd isnt., it being set
apart by the Honorable, the Continental Congress for a day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer,
and that he deliver a discourse suitable to that important occasion.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House, allowing Mr. Benjamin Bowers a certain sum
therein mentioned, concurred with by the House.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate 18 April, 1778, read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House directing the Clerk thereof to prepare a book for
purposes therein mentioned, with which we concur.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House, referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 18 April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We cannot concur with your resolve respecting an allowance to Mr. James Williams in the mode
you propose, the damages being not ascertained: but propose Mr. Oroondates Davis, Mr. Willie
Jones, Mr. John Giddy, Mr. Wm. Martin and Mr. Benjamin
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Assembly thereon.
The House taking the said Message into consideration, concurred therewith, and ordered that the
following Message be sent to the Senate.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We have received the Message of your House appointing certain Commissioners therein
mentioned to ascertain the damages which Mr. James Williams has sustained by the Continental
Troops on his building in Halifax, and concur therewith.
Mr. James Williams who was appointed on the part of this House to see the balloting for a
Governor, Council of State and Marshal of the Court of Admiralty for Port Roanoke, fairly
conducted after some time spent therein returned from the Confereuce Room and reported to the
House that Richard Caswell, Esq., was unanimously elected Governor, Joseph Leach, Thomas
Bouner, William Cray, Edward Starkey, Robert Bignall and Richard Henderson, Esquires,
members of the Council of State. That William Haywood and William Bryan, Esquires, had the
next greatest number of votes, but that neither of them a majority of the two Houses, and that
neither of the gentlemen put in nomination for a Marshal of the Court of Admiralty for Port
Roanoke had a majority, and recommend to the House to ballot again for one Councillor and a
Marshal.
The House taking the said report into consideration, concurred therewith.
The members of the two Houses accordingly met in the Conference Room and proceeded to
ballot again for one member of the Council of State and a Marshal of the Court of Admiralty for
Port Roanoke, and after some time spent therein Mr. Williams returned and reported to the
House that William Haywood, Esquire, was elected a member of the Council of State by a
majority of votes of both Houses. That neither of the gentlemen put in nomination for Marshal
had a majority of votes, and therefore recommended to the House to postpone balloting for a
Marshal until the time of balloting for Continental Delegates.
The House taking the said report into consideration, concurred therewith.
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this House that Mr. John Sevier passed at the last session of the General Assembly accounts to
the amount of more money than that he in justice was entitled to receive;
Resolved, therefore, that the said Mr. John Sevier be, and he is hereby, directed to attend on the
General Assembly at their next session to answer such matters and things as shall then be
objected against him respecting such accounts.
Ordered, that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House directing Mr. John Sevier to
attend on the General Assembly at their next session for certain purposes therein mentioned.
Ordered that Mr. Alderson Ellison have leave to absent himself from the service of this House
until Thursday next.
The House adjourned till Monday morning 9 o'clock.

Monday, 20th April, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment:
Ordered that the following message be sent to His Excellency, the Governor, together with the
resolve of the General Assembly, appointing a Governor and Council of State:
To His Excellency, Richard Caswell, Esquire, Captain-General, Governor, &c., &c.
Sir:—
The General Assembly having proceeded on Saturday last to the election of a Governor of this
State for the present year by ballot agreeable to the Constitution, you, sir, were unanimously
elected to fill that important office. Your Excellency is, therefore, desired to qualify forthwith
and proceed in the execution of the office as the law directs.
Mr. Jones, from the Joint Committee appointed to consider the dispatches, letters, &c., laid
before the Assembly by His Excellency, the Governor, reported as follows:
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1. Resolved, that it is expedient to sink the old money and that a Bill be brought in for that
purpose.
2. Whereas, the terms agreed upon between the Commissioners of this State and the General
Assembly of Virginia, respecting a naval armament to be kept up for the defence of Ocracock,
have not been complied with by this State insomuch as the Frigates which were stipulated by the
said Commissioners to act on the part of this State in concert with the two Row Gallies to be
built by the commonwealth of Virginia, have been sold or otherwise imployed. And whereas, the
protection of Ocracock is essentially necessary to the trade of this State,
Resolved, therefore, that this State will take one of the said gallies, to-wit:
The Caswell at the original cost thereof and pay and victual the officers and men thereto
belonging from this date forward, and that the pay of the said officers and men shall be as
follows, viz:
For the Commander per day, three dollars and one-fourth; Lieutenant, two dollars and onefourth; Master, two dollars; Doctor, two dollars and three-fourths; Captain of Marines, two
dollars and one-fourth. Lieut. of Marines, two dollars; Master's Mate, one dollar and a half;
midshipman, one dollar and a half; boatswain, one dollar and a half; common sailors, thirty-five
dollars a month.
Resolved, also, that a small fast sailing vessel ought to be purchased and fitted as soon as
possible to act as a tender to the Caswell.
3. Whereas the Continental Congress have recommended that three Delegates from every State
be in constant attendance in Congress, and as this State has only three Delegates by which means
they must be constantly attending or the recommendation of Congress not complied with on the
part of this State.
Resolved, therefore, that the General Assembly ought for the future, to elect four Delegates to
represent this State in Continental Congress.
4. The Committee having considered the Requisition of Congress and of General Washington for
filling up the Continental Battallions belonging to this State,
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nine months from the time they shall appear at the places of Rendezvous, and that the several
counties in State furnish their proper Quotas in proportion to the number of Militia in each
county after deducting for such exemptions as were allowed by the act passed at last session of
the General Assembly, for drafting five thousand men to go to the Northward and in order to
induce men to enter as Volunteers into the Service,
Resolved, that a Bounty of one hundred dollars be given to every person who shall Voluntarily
enter, and the several counties shall make up their respective Deficiencies out of the Militia in
the following manner: The Field Officers and Captains shall determine how many each
Company shall raise in proportion to their number of Militia, and the men and officers of each
Company shall vote and determine by ballot, being first sworn to vote for such as they shall think
can be best spared, who shall go to make up its Deficiencies, and every person so voted in shall
have a bounty of fifty dollars, and each Company shall also furnish and provide a pair of shoes
and stockings, two shirts and hunting shirt, waistcoat with sleeves, pair breeches and trowsers, a
hat and a blanket according to the several proportions, or Quotas of the Companies, for each and
every man who shall Voluntarily enlist or be voted in as aforesaid, and the articles
aforementioned, shall be valued on oath by three indifferent Freeholders who shall grant
Certificates to the persons furnishing the same, and such Certificates shall be received by the Tax
Gatherers in part of taxes. Each and every Soldier who shall find a good gun of his own shall be
allowed three dollars, and the several Captains shall have power to press for deficiency.
Whereas, it appears by Letters and Resolutions of the Continental Congress that there is danger
of the army of the United States suffering for want of provisions and cloathing,
Resolved, therefore, that proper persons be appointed in different parts of this State to purchase
all the Salt Pork and Bacon therein, other than such as may be intended for family use, for the
Continental Army, and also all the coarse Cloaths and Linen, Blankets and Leather, allowing the
prices current at this day, and granting Certificates to be redeemed at next Assembly, and if any
person having any of the above articles for sale, or having more
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the purchasers to be appointed as aforesaid shall have power to seize, provided that they shall not
seize any goods imported into this State by foreigners, while the property remains in such
foreigners.
6. Resolved, that a vagrant Law ought to be enacted and that the Law for preventing desertion
ought to be amended or a new Law enacted.
Willie Jones, Chairman.
Resolved that this House concur with the first, second, third, fifth and sixth resolutions of said
report in the whole and that they concur with the fourth resolution, with this alteration, viz:
That instead of allowing the Exemptions mentioned, in the act passed at the last Session of the
General Assembly for drafting 5,000 men to go to the northward such persons only as have fairly
obtained certificates and having enlisted as regular soldiers to serve in the Continental Army
agreeable to an act passed April and May Session 1777, shall be exempted.
Ordered that the above report be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence the report of the Joint Committee, appointed to consider
the dispatches, letters, &c., laid before the Assembly by His Excellency, the Governor.
Concurred with by this House, with the alterations thereto annexed.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill for building a Court House in the town of Hillsborough, for the District of Hillsborough.
A Bill for securing lots in the town of Tarborough.
Endorsed in the Senate, 2nd April, 1778. Read the second time and passed.
A Bill to prevent the stopping the fish in Yadkin river.
Endorsed in the Senate, 2nd April, 1778. Read the second time, amended and passed.
The Bill to compel the late officers of the militia in this State to account for and pay to the
succeeding Commanding Officers all moneys &c., was read the second time, passed and ordered
to be sent to the Senate.
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second time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
The Bill for fortifying Cape Lookout Bay and Harbour on the Sea Coast of this State was read
the second time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Baker and Mr. Wilson.
Mr. James Williams moved for leave and presented a Bill
To enforce such parts of the Statute and Common Laws as have been heretofore in force and use
here, and the Acts of Assembly made and passed when this Territory was under the Government
of the late proprietors and the Crown of Great Britain, and for reviving the several acts therein
mentioned, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table, where it was again read,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Baker and Mr. Wilson.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your report respecting the appointment of a Governor and Council of State,
which is agreeable to the report made to this House, but as in your message to His Excellency
you have omitted mentioning the names of the Councillors,
We, therefore, have sent for your concurrence a message to His Excellency, the Governor, on
that head, which we offer instead of that proposed by your House.
At the same time, received the message referred to in the above as follows:
To his Excellency, Richard Caswell Esquire, Captain General, Governor, etc., etc.
Sir:—
The two Houses of the General Assembly proceeded on Saturday last to the appointment of a
Governor and Council of State

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 682 -------------------for the ensuing year, when your Excellency was unanimously elected Governor, and Joseph
Leech, Thomas Bonner, William Cray, Edward Starkey, Robert Bignall, Richard Henderson and
William Haywood, Esquires, Councillors of State.
Your Excellency is, therefore, desired to qualify and proceed in the execution of that important
office.
The House, taking the said message into consideration, concurred therewith.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We have received the Message which you recommend to be addressed to His Excellency, the
Governor, instead of that recommended by this House and sent for your concurrence and concur
therewith, and have appointed Mr. Benbury on our part to wait on His Excellency with the same.
Mr. Elisha Isaacs moved for leave and presented a Bill to amend an act entitled an act for
erecting part of the County of Surry and part of the District of Washington into a separate and
distinct County by the name of Wilkes, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table
where it was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Baker and Mr. Wilcox.
Mr. Benbury informed the House that Mr. William Cock, one of the members for Washington
County was Clerk of the Inferior Court of said County as appeared by record of said Court, and
therefore not entitled to a seat in this House.
Ordered that the same be referred to the Committee of Priviledges and Elections.
Ordered that Genl. Butler, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Tillman, Mr. Benbury and Mr. Fifer,
be a committee to re-examine the accounts of Mr. William Gilbert, passed the last session of
General Assembly, and make report thereon.
On motion, resolved, that Mr. Timothy Bloodworth have leave to resign the office of a Justice of
the Peace for New Hanover County.
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following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House permitting Mr. Timothy
Bloodworth, to resign the office of a Justice of the Peace for New Hanover County.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to Mr. John Sevier.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message:
Endorsed in the Senate, 20 April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Mr. William Brown, one of the members for Beaufort County and Mr. Benajah Doty, one of the
members for Onslow County, appeared, were qualified and took their seats accordingly.
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
The House met according to adjournment.
The Bill for building a Court House in the town of Hillsborough, for the District of Hillsborough,
was read the third time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Lindsay and Mr. Fellows.
Received from His Excellency, the Governor, the following Message:
To the Honorable, the General Assembly,
Gentlemen:
I received your message of this day acquainting me, That the two Houses of the General
Assembly had, on Saturday last, elected a Governor and Council of State for the ensuing year,
and desiring I would qualify as Governor and proceed in the execution of that important office,
in answer to which I am to inform you that I have, since the commencement of the present
disputes with Great Britain, considered it a duty incumbent on every individual
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to perform any trust she may call upon him to execute; under these considerations, and that of
your very honorable and unanimous appointment of me for the third time to be Governor of this
State, being such a mark of your approbation of my past conduct, however diffident I may be of
my own abilities, I should be wanting in duty to my country if I did not accept the same.
Give me leave to assure your Honorable Body that such powers as I am invested with by the
Constitution and laws of this State, shall be executed according to the best of my abilities and
understanding.
I have now qualified, and shall enter upon important duties of my office with the greatest
alacrity.
R. Caswell.
Ordered that the above message be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Johnston and Mr. Clark.
Received from His Excellency, the Governor, the following message:
To the Honorable, the General Assembly,
Gentlemen:
I herewith lay before you the petition of Peter Theodore Cailland, with sundry depositions in
support of the facts therein set forth for your consideration.
R. Caswell.
At the same time, received the petition and deposition therein referred to, and the same being
read;
Resolved, that the Governor and Council be authorized and impowered to take the said petition
and deposition under their consideration, and take every legal step in their power to give redress
to the petitioners and bring the offenders to condign punishment.
Ordered that the above resolve and message from His Excellency, the Governor, be sent to the
Senate, together with the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send you a Message from His Excellency the Governor
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relative to the matters and things therein complained of.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to Mr. Bloodworth.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 20 April, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
Mr. Clinton moved for leave and presented a Bill to empower the Justices of Duplin County to
take into their possession the records of said County now in possession of James Sampson,
which he read in his place and delivered in at the table where it was again read, passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Lindsay and Mr. Fellows.
The Bill for securing lots in the town of Tarborough was read the second time, passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Lindsay and Mr. Fellows.
Mr. James Williams moved for leave and presented a Bill more effectually to punish the person
concerned in the several species of counterfeiting in this State which he read in his place and
delivered in at the table where it was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Lindsay and Mr. Fellows.
On motion, resolved that the resolve of the last General Assembly declaring that all and every
officer of the troops in the State of North Carolina who shall unless for good and sufficient
reasons certified to the Governor by the Commander in Chief of the Continental Army resign his
Commission at this critical period, shall be held and deemed incapable of holding hereafter any
office Civil or Military in the gift of this State &c., be henceforth repealed, made null and void.
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following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House repealing a certain Resolve of the
last General Assembly therein mentioned.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o'clock.

Tuesday, 21st April, 1778. The House met according to adjournment.
The Bill to prevent the stopping the fish in Yadkin river was read the third time, amended,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Lindsay and Mr. Fellows.
Mr. William Robeson has leave to absent himself from the service of this House during the
remaining part of the Session.
Mr. William Fereby, one of the members for Currituck County, and Abram Jones, one of the
members for Hyde County, appeared, were qualified and took their seats accordingly.
Mr. Cogdell moved for leave to bring in a Bill for the regulation of the town of New Bern and
other purposes therein mentioned.
Ordered that he have leave accordingly.
Resolved, that this House will not receive any new Bill or Bills after Thursday next, and would
recommend to the Senate to adopt a measure of the like nature.
Mr. Johnston moved for leave and presented a Bill for appointing Commissioners to build a
bridge across Contentney creek and for other purposes therein mentioned, which he read in his
place and delivered in at the table, where it was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the
Senate.
Sent by Genl. Butler and Mr. Hawkins.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have had before them snndry accounts of Capt.
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perusal and allowance; and desire your concurrence thereto.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House proposing to refer the petition
herewith sent you to a Joint Committee of both Houses, and have on our part appointed Mr.
Owen, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Luke Sumner, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Harris and Mr. Ashe, for that purpose.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message and petition
therein mentioned, the resolve as follows:
Read the Petition of John Wilcox praying to be put in peaceable possession of his Iron Works,
etc.
Resolved, that it be referred to a joint Committee of both Houses, and that Mr. Owen, Mr.
Rogers, Mr. Luke Sumner, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Ashe be a committee on the part of
this House.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the Message and Resolve of your House referring the Petition of John
Wilcox, etc., to a joint committee of both Houses, with which we concur, and have for that
purpose appointed General Butler, Mr. Benbury, Mr. Jones, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Hawkins, Mr.
Johnston, Mr. Davidson, Mr. Devane, and Mr. Bryan, a committee on our part.
On Reading the Petition of Willis Wilson, Esq., Commander of the Ship of War, Caswell, setting
forth that he borrow a horse of Mr. William Cumming to forward an express from Governor
Henry of Virginia to Governor Caswell, which horse died on the Road, and for which he paid
Mr. Cumming thirty pounds as appears by said Cumming's receipt.
Resolved, therefore, that the said Willlis Wilson, Esq., be allowed the sum of thirty pounds for
said horse, that the Treasurers
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Ordered, that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favor of Willis Wilson, Esq.,
commander of the ship of War Caswell.
Read the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Cumbern d County, praying to have the town
of Campbelton regulated and a Court House, &c., built in said County.
Mr. Rowan moved for leave to bring in a Bill agreeable to the prayer of said petition.
Ordered that he have leave accordingly.
Mr. Rowan, according to order, presented a Bill for regulating Campbelton and erecting public
buildings, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table, where it was again read,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Rowan and Mr. Mallett.
Resolved, that Mr. John Council Bryan, be appointed Commissary to provide provisions for the
officers and men in the Continental Service, which now are or hereafter may be in New Bern:
That he furnish rations agreeable to the Continental regulations, and be allowed the sums which
he shall pay for rations actually served out, and a reasonable sum also for his trouble.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence together with the
following Message.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House appointing Mr. John Council
Bryan, Commissary &c.
Resolved that the Brigadier General of the District of Wilmington shall have full power to
appoint a person to act as a Commissary for any company of Militia when called into service on
any occasion whatsoever and that such Commissary be allowed agreeable to the Continental
establishment and a reasonable sum also for his trouble.
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following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House empowering the Brigadier
General of the District of Wilmington to appoint Commissary, &c.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favour of Capt. Robert Porter.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message:
And the same being read was rejected.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message with respect to Capt. Price's accounts and concur with your
House as to referring them to the Committee of claims, but recommend to the Committee to
allow them only footmen's pay.
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate a Bill to amend an act entitled an act for establishing officers for
receiving entries of claims for lands in the several Counties within this State, for ascertaining the
method of obtaining titles to the same and for other purposes therein mentioned.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1778. Read the first time and passed.
Ordered that the said Bill be read, the same was read the first time, passed and was ordered to be
sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Yancey and Mr. Courtney.
Mr. James Williams moved for leave and presented a Bill to amend an act entitled an act to
amend an act to impower the County Courts in this State to order the laying out of public roads,
to establish and settle ferrries and to appoint where Bridges shall be built sufficient for the use
and ease of the inhabitants of this State and to clear navigable rivers and creeks passed in 1764
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ordered to be sent to the Senate. Sent by Mr. Yancey and Mr. Courtney.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House respecting an allowance to Willis Wilson, Esquire.
Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 21 April, 1778. Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House appointing John Council Bryan, Commissary, &c.,
Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 21 April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We heartily acquiese in your proposal for not receiving any new Bill after Thursday next.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House repealing a former resolve of Assembly.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 21st April, 1778. Read and Concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House do not think it necessary that the petition, &c., relative to Peter Theodore Cailland,
commander of the ship called the Count St. Germaine, lately stranded at Ocracock, be left to the
determination of the Governor and Council, but propose that they be laid before a Joint
Committee of both Houses, and have on their part appointed Mr. Coor, Mr. Respess, Mr.
Thompson and Mr. Stone, to take into consideration the papers above mentioned, and to make
report of the measures necessary to be adopted relative thereto.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received your Message proposing that the petition of Peter Theodore Cailland,
&c., be referred to a Joint Committee of both Houses, and concur with you in that measure; and
have appointed Mr. Tillman, Mr. Roan, Mr. Easton, Mr. McCauley, Mr. Benbury, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Johnston, Mr. Jas. Williams, Mr. Courtney and Mr. Jones, to act jointly with the gentlemen
by you appointed for that purpose.
Received from the Senate the report of the Joint Committee appointed to consider the dispatches,
letters, &c., &c., laid before the Assembly by His Excellency, the Governor.
Endorsed in the Senate, 20 April, 1778.
Read and concurred with, as altered by the House of Commons.
The House adjourned till 3 o'clock P. M.
The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. Jones, from the Joint Committee, appointed to consider the proposal of Monsieur Chariol,
for raising a Regiment for the service of this State or the United States.
Reported as follows:
The committee having considered the proposal of Monsieur Chariol,
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composed of natives of the French West Indies, now resident in or hereafter coming to this State)
to consist of eight companies, of fifty privates each.
The said Regiment to be officered as follows, viz:
One Colonel, one Lieutenant Colonel, one Major, eight Captains, eight Lieutenants, sixteen
second Lieutenants, one doctor, eight serjeants, sixteen corporals, one drum major, and the said
Monsieur Chariol to have the appointment of the officers aforementioned, and the officers and
men to have the same pay and rations as are allowed in the Continental Army, and that the
commissioned officers shall draw pay from the date of their commissions, the non-commissioned
officers and privates from the time that they appear at New Bern, which shall be the place of
rendezvous. That a bounty of thirty dollars be allowed for every non-commissioned officer and
common soldier, together with the same clothing that is allowed to Continental Troops, and that
the recruiting officers be allowed twenty shillings for every man they shall enlist, and four
shillings per day in lieu of rations for maintaining each soldier until he shall arrive at the place of
rendezvous.
That His Excellency, the Governor, be impowered to draw warrants on the Treasury in favor of
Monsieur Chariol occasionally, as the money may be wanted for recruiting for the sums which
may be necessary, not exceeding in the whole ten thousand pounds, and this money to be
distributed by said Chariol among his officers for the purpose of recruiting, at the discretion of
Monsieur Chariol, who shall account for the same with the General Assembly; and the officers
and men belonging to the regiment to be raised as aforesaid, shall be subject to the authority of
the Governor and Council of the State, and in military matters shall be under the same
regulations as are provided for Continental troops, but in other cases shall be subject to the civil
authority.
The House taking the said report into consideration concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above report be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence the report of the Joint
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the use of this State, or the United States.
Concurred with by this House.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill to compel the late officers of the militia in this State to account for and pay to the
succeeding commanding officers all monies in their hands, &c., &c.
A Bill for securing lots in the town of Tarborough.
Endorsed in the Senate, 21st April, 1778. Read the third time and passed.
A Bill for regulating Campbelton and erecting public buildings.
A Bill for appointing commissioners to build a bridge across Contentney Creek, and for other
purposes therein mentioned.
A Bill to amend an act entitled an act to amend an act to impower the County Courts in this State
to order the laying out of public roads, and to establish and settle ferries and to appoint where
bridges shall be sufficient for the use and ease of the inhabitants of this State, and to clear
navigable rivers and creeks, &c.
A Bill to enforce such parts of the Statute and Common Laws as have been heretofore in force
and use here, and the Acts of Assembly made and passed when this Territory was under the
Government of the late proprietors and the Crown of Great Britain, and for reviving the several
Acts therein mentioned. Endorsed in the Senate.
A Bill to amend an act entitled an act for erecting part of the County of Surry, and part of the
District of Washington into a separate and distinct County by the name of Wilkes.
A Bill to impower the Justices of Duplin County to take into their possession the Records of said
County, now in possession of James Sampson.
A Bill more effectually to punish the persons concerned in the several species of counterfeiting
in this State.
Endorsed in the Senate, 21st April, 1778. Read the first time and passed.
A Bill for establishing a town on the land of Christian Mauney, in Tryon County.
A Bill for fortifying Cape Lookout Bay and harbor on the seacoast of this State.
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Read the second time and passed.
The Bill for establishing a Town on the land of Christain Mauney, in Tryon connty, was read the
third time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
The Bill more effectually to punish the persons concerned in the several species of
Counterfeiting in this State, was read the second time, passed and ordered to be sent to the
Senate.
The Bill to impower the Justices of Duplin county to take into their posseasion the records of
said county now in possession of James Sampson, was read the second tine, passed and ordered
to be sent to the Senate.
The Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act for erecting part of the county of Surry, and part of the
district of Washington into a seperate and distinct county by the name of Wilkes, was read the
second time, amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Cock and Mr. Davidson.
The Bill for securing lots in the town of Tarborough, was read the third time, passed and ordered
to be engrossed.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House respecting the Brigadier General of the District of
Wilmington having power to appoint a commissary, and concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 21st April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send you the Report of Benjamin Seawell and Daniel Sledge, Esquires,
Commissioners appointed by the last Assembly to examine and make report to the present
assembly of the several circumstances necessary for them to be informed of, respecting the Gun
Manufactory in Halifax District, which we propose referring to a Joint Committee, and have on
our part appointed
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At the same time received the report of the Commissioners referred to in the above Message.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate in answer to the above:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the Message of yours accompanying the report of the Commissioners,
relative to the Gun Manufactory in Halifax District, and concur with you in referring it to the
consideration of a Joint Committee. And have for that purpose on our part appointed Mr. Cobb,
Mr. Williams, Mr. Bloodworth, Mr. Bryan, Mr. Hunter, Mr. Clinton, Mr. Davidson, and Mr.
Hawkins, as a committee.
Mr. Robert Lindsay has leave to absent himself from the service of this House for the remaining
part of the Session.
The House adjourned till tommorrow 5 o'clock, P. M.

Wednesday, 22 April, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment:
Mr. William Fellows has leave to absent himself from the service of this House.
Resolved that this House will on Friday next proceed to take under consideration the articles of
Confederation of the United States.
Whereas, it is certified from under the hand of William Moore, Clerk of Caswell County, that the
Justices for their said County at a court held for their said County on the second day of March,
1778, did then and there proceed to the choice of a surveyor, when a certain Lawrence Vanhook,
Esq., who at that time enjoyed the office of tax gatherer, was chosen as surveyor aforesaid not by
a majority of Justices then present on the bench, but by only nine out of twenty; Therefore,
Resolved, as the opinion of this House that the said election was not legal, and that it be
recommended to the Justices of the County of Caswell to choose at the next court for said
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New Bern in Dec., 1777.
Resolved, also as the opinion of the House that one and the same person cannot by the
Constitution hold the office of surveyor and tax gatherer.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House, relative to the appointment of a
surveyor in Caswell County.
Mr. Jones moved for leave and presented a Bill for quieting and securing the Tuscorora Indians
and others claiming under the Tuscaroras in the possession of their lands, which he read in his
place and delivered in at the table, where it was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the
Senate.
Sent by Mr. Cock and Mr. Davidson.
Mr. Bloodworth moved for leave and presented a Bill for building a Court House in Elizabeth
Town in the County of Bladen, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table, where it
was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Cock and Mr. Davidson.
Ordered that the Committee of priviledges and elections make report tomorrow.
The House resumed the consideration of the petition of Sir Surean Duvivier, when the same was
rejected.
The Bill for appointing Commissioners to build a bridge across Contentney creek and for other
purposes therein mentioned, was read the second time, passed and ordered to be sent to the
Senate. Sent by Mr. Cock and Mr. Davidson.
The Bill to enforce such parts of the Statute and Common Laws as have been heretofore in force
and use here and the acts of Assembly made and passed when this Territory was under the
Government of the late Proprietors or the Crown of Great Britian, and for revising the several
acts therein mentioned, was read the second time, amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the
Senate. Sent by Mr. Cock and Mr. Davidson.
The House Adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. Arthur Cotton, one of the members for Hertford County, appeared, was qualified and took
his seat accordingly.
It appearing to this House that Mr. William Blount advanced to the Continental Soldiers
belonging to this State at Philadelphia, two thousand four hundred eighty-five and a half dollars
Continental money in exchange for the same sum in Carolina dollars, and that the said Carolina
dollars have been transmitted to Mr. John Ashe, Treasurer of this State and duly accounted for,
and further that Mr. Blount's charge on this account was disallowed at the last Session of
Assembly for want of sufficient proof;
Resolved, therefore, that the said William Blount be allowed the aforesaid sum of two thousand
four hundred and eighty-five and a half dollars, that the Treasurers or either of them pay him the
same and be allowed in their accounts with the public.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House allowing Mr. William Blount a
certain sum therein mentioned.
Mr. Jones, from the committee appointed to consider the petition of Mr. John Wilcox, reported
as follows:
The committee having inquired into the subject matter of the petition, and obtained all the
information which could be had at this distance from the scene of the transactions referred to, we
are of opinion that Mr. Wilcox has sustained damages through means of the interference of the
public with his Iron Works in Chatham County to a considerable amount over and above the
sums of money heretofore advanced to him by the public with the hire of McKnight's negroes,
the improvements made by the commissioners and the pig iron made by Mr. Mills, inclusive.
They were also of opinion that the Iron Works ought to be restored to said Wilcox, together with
the damages which have accrued by the interference of the public;
Resolved, therefore, that the resolution of the General Assembly in December, 1776, directing
the payment of five thousand,
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commissioners to sell the same, be rescinded; and that the said Iron Works, with the appendages,
including the lands and every article heretofore sold by said Wilcox to Robert Rowan and Philip
Alston, commissioners, on behalf of the public, be surrendered by the State to said Wilcox, and
the conveyance above mentioned, and the contract made between the said Rowan and Alston and
Wilcox, be henceforth null and void, and that either of the Treasurers pay to Mr. Wilcox the sum
of one thousand pounds for and on account of the damages by him sustained without any
deduction whatever.
Resolved, also, that the resolution of Congress at Halifax in December, 1776, reserving the Iron
Ore Hill and the vacant lands adjacent for the use of the public, be rescinded. The House taking
the said report into consideration, concurred therewith.
Ordered, that the said report be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence the report of the committee appointed to consider the
petition of Mr. John Wilcox. Concurred with by this House.
Agreeable to the order of yesterday, Mr. Brooks moved that the report of the Committee of
Privileges and Elections be read; this being objected to, the question was put and carried in the
negative, 34 to 15; then, on motion, ordered that the yeas and nays be taken down of the said
question, which are as follows:
Yeas.
Mr. Farrow, Mr. Mitchell,
Mr. Yancey, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. McLemore,
Mr. Brooks,
Mr. Clinton,
Mr. Hicks,
Mr. Mayo,
Nays.
Mr. Cogdell,
Mr. Tillman,
Mr. Turner,
Mr. Courtney,
Mr. McCauley,
Mr. Cain,
Mr. Benbury,
Mr. Miller,
Mr. Smithwick,
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Mr. John Williams (Caswell),
Mr. Fifer,
Mr. Peoples,
Mr. Whitaker,
Mr. Isaacs,
Mr. Doty.
Nays.
Mr. Davidson,
Mr. Jordan,
Mr. Jones,
Mr. Jas. Williams,
Mr. Clark,
Mr. Devane,
Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Saunders,
Mr. John Williams (Pitt),
Mr. Sessums,
Mr. Baker,
Mr. Boyer,
Mr. Shepperd,
Mr. Jas. Hunter,
Mr. Cobb,
Mr. Jacob Hunter,
Mr. Rowan,
Mr. Mallett,
Mr. Cleaveland,
Mr. Jas. Bryan,
Mr. Brown,
Mr. Gilbert,
Mr. Fereby,
Mr. A. Jones,
Mr. Cotton.
Mr. Brooks moved for leave to enter his reasons of dissent against the determination of the
House respecting the report of the Committee of Priviledges and Elections, which are as follows,
viz:
1. Because his constituents have petitioned this present General Assembly for redress of
grievances in the last act of Assembly entitled an act for establishing officers for receiving
entries of claims of lands in the several counties within this State, for ascertaining the method of
obtaining titles to the same and for other purposes therein mentioned, which above mentioned
petition particularly concerns the entry takers and much against their interest, and that he thinks
the House ought to have been Judges of the election
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the entry takers are precluded by the Constitution; and as at the first sitting of this Assembly,
there was a committee appointed for that express purpose: who yesterday had express orders
from this House to make report this day, and last night he believes the report was prepared by
which their seats were vacated, for which reasons he saith the report ought not to be delayed
when matters of the greatest importance were likely to be agitated before the said entry takers
seats were vacated for which reasons he thinks the report was withheld.
The Bill for regulating Campbelton and erecting public buildings, was read the second time,
amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Johnston and Mr. Hunter.
Received from His Excellency, the Governor, the following Message:
To the Honorable, the General Assembly,
Gentlemen:—
Herewith you will receive the proposals of Capt. Cottineau, respecting building a fort at Cape
Lookout, a plan of the harbour and also a plan of the fort proposed to be built, which I take the
liberty of recommending to your consideration.
R. Caswell.
At the same time received the proposals, etc., etc., referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read were ordered to be sent to the Senate, with the Bill for Fortifying Cape Look
Out Bay.
Mr. Cogdell, according to order, presented a Bill to amend and continue Sundry Laws for the
regulation of the town of New Bern and for other purposes therein mentioned, which he read at
his place and delivered in at the Table, where it was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to
the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Cogdell and Mr. Benbury.
Mr. Cogdell, according to order, presented a Bill to oblige Masters of Vessels coming into this
State to deliver up to the Port master or his Deputy in the Port, when such vessels shall
respectively arrive, all foreign Letters coming in such vesels. And for
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Table, where it was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Cegdell and Mr. Benbury.
Mr. James Williams moved for leave and presented a Bill to establish a Court of Chancery and
equity in this State, and to regulate the mode of proceeding therein, which he read in his place
and delivered in at the Table, where it was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the
Senate.
Sent by Mr. Williams and Mr. Gilbert.
Mr. Wilson moved for leave and presented a Bill to prevent the stopping of Rocky river, and
other purposes therein mentioned, which he read in his place and delivered in at the Table, where
it was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Williams and Mr. Wilson.
Mr. Jones moved for leave and presented a Bill for raising men to complete the Continental
Battalions belonging to this State, which he read in his place and delivered in at the Table, where
it was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Jones and Mr. Johnston.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill more effectually to punish the persons concerned in the several species of Counterfeiting
in this State
A Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act for erecting part of the county of Surry and part of the
district of Washington into a separate and Distinct county by the name of Wilkes.
A Bill to impower the Justices of Duplin county to take into their possession the Records of said
county now in possesion of James Sampon.
Endorsed in the Senate, 23 Aptil, 1778. Read the second time and passed.
A Bill for building a Court House in Elizabeth Town, in the county of Bladen.
A Bill for quieting and securing the Tuscarora Indians, and others claiming under the Tuscaroras,
in the possession of their lands. Endorsed in the Senate, 23 April, 1778. Read the first time and
passed.
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to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Benbury and Mr. Tillman.
The Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to impower the County Courts in this State to order the
laying out of Public roads and to establish and settle Ferries, and to appoint where bridges shall
be built, for the use and ease of the inhabitants of this State, and to clear Navigable Rivers and
Creeks. Passed January, 1754. Was read the second time and rejected.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering the Treasurers or either of them to
pay to Mr. William Blount a certain sum therein mentioned.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 22nd April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to the appointment of a surveyor in
Caswell County.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 23rd April, 1778. Read and Concurred with.
The House Adjourned till 5 o'clock, p. m.
The House met according to adjournment.
Gen. Butler moved for leave, and presented a Bill for ascertaining Sheriffs' and Constables' fees
in this State, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table, where it was again read,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Gen. Butler and Mr. Cogdell.
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State and other purposes.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill for raising men to complete the Continental Battalions belonging to this State.
A Bill to amend an act entitled an act for laying a tax to defray the expence of the public
buildings in the County of Burke and other purposes therein mentioned.
A Bill allowing salaries to the Governor, Secretary, Delegates, Treasurers and Members of the
Council of State and other purposes.
A Bill for directing and appointing the place where the Clerk of the Court for Currituck County
and the Naval Officer for Port Currituck shall keep their offices.
A Bill to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the pilotage of Cape Fear and Ocracock Bars
and the rivers leading from the same to Brunswick, Wilmington, New Bern, Bath, and Edenton.
A Bill for repairing Fort Johnston near the entrance of Cape Fear river.
Endorsed in the Senate, 23rd April, 1778.
Read the first time and passed.
A Bill for establishing a town in Surry County at the Court House and other purposes therein
mentioned.
A Bill to impower the regular ministers as well as magistrates to solemnize the rights of
matrimony.
A Bill to settle rank of the several Captains of the militia in the respective regiments in this State.
A Bill to oblige masters of vessels coming into this State to deliver up to the post master or his
deputy, in the Port where such vessels shall respectively arrive, all foreign letters coming in such
vessels, and for promoting the revenue of the post office.
A Bill for ascertaining Sheriffs' and Constables' fees in this State.
A Bill to prevent the stopping of Rocky river and other purposes therein mentioned.
A Bill to establish a Court of Chancery and equity in this State and to regulate the mode of
proceeding therein.
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Endorsed in the Senate, 23rd April, 1778.
Read the first time and passed.
A Bill for regulating Campbelton and erecting public buildings.
A Bill to enforce such parts of the Statute and Common Laws as have been heretofore in force
and use here and the acts of Assembly made and passed when this Territory was under the
Government of the late Proprietors and the Crown of Great Britain and for revising the several
acts therein mentioned.
A Bill to amend an act entitled an act for establishing officers for receiving entries of claims for
lands in the several counties within this State, for ascertaining the method of obtaining titles to
same, and for other purposes therein mentioned.
Endorsed in the Senate, 23 April, 1778.
Read the second time and passed.
Mr. Hawkins moved for leave and presented a Bill to alter the times for holding the several
Superior Courts of law and for the better arranging the County Courts within this State.
Mr. Bloodworth moved for leave and presented a Bill to impower the County Court in this State
to order the laying out of the public roads, and establish and settle ferries and other purposes
therein mentioned.
Mr. Wilson moved for leave and presented a Bill to amend an act entitled an act to establish a
town in the County of Mecklenburg, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table,
where it was again read, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Yancey and Mr. Gilbert.
Mr. Hawkins moved for leave and presented a Bill for establishing a school in Granville County,
and other purposes.
The Bill for repairing Fort Johnston near the entrance of Cape Fear River, was read the first time,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Yancey and Mr. Gilbert.
The Bill to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the pilotage of Cape Fear and Ocracock Bars
and the rivers leading from the same to Brunswick, Wilmington, New Bern, Bath and Edenton,

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 705 -------------------was read the first time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Yancey and Mr. Gilbert.
The Bill allowing salaries to the Governor, Secretary, Delegates, Treasurers and Members of the
Council of State, and other purposes, was read the first time, passed and ordered to be sent to the
Senate.
Sent by Mr. Yancey and Mr. Gilbert.
The Bill to amend an act entitled an act for laying a tax to defray the expence of the public
buildings in the County of Burke and other purposes therein mentioned, was read the first time,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Yancey and Mr. Gilbert.
Resolved, that Jesse Walton, Benjamin Gest, Joseph Wilson and Zachariah Isbell, Esqrs., be
added to the commissioners already appointed to fix on a place for and letting the public
buildings in Washington County; that they be invested with the same powers and authorities as
the other commissioners appointed for that purpose are.
Ordered, that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House, appointing commissioners for
purposes therein mentioned.
Mr. James Williams, from the committee appointed to take into consideration the report of
Messrs. Benjamin Seawell and Daniel Sledge, respecting the gun factory in the District of
Halifax, reported as follows:
That Mr. James Ransom, superintendent of the said factory, has received from the public the sum
of one thousand pounds, twelve hundred and ninety-three pounds of iron and twenty-four pounds
of steel, and has now on hand ready to deliver the public, the articles in his account rendered
herewith, and also the sum of two hundred and seventy-nine pounds, ten shillings and ten pence,
which is the just balance due the public as appears to your committee.
And it is further the opinion of your committee that commissioners

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 706 -------------------should be appointed to receive and sell for the best price that may be had the articles returned by
Mr. Ransom for the use of the public, except the thirty-six guns fit for use.
James Williams, C. C.
The House taking the said report into consideration, resolved that they do concur therewith, and
that Mr Adkin, Mr. Swain and Mr. Edward Jones be appointed commissioners to make sale of
the articles on hand belonging to said factory (guns excepted), and make report thereof to the
next session of General Assembly.
Ordered that the above report and the resolve of this House thereon be sent to the Senate for their
concurrence, together with the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence the report of the committee appointed to take into
consideration the report of Messrs. Seawell and Sledge, relative to the gun factory in Halifax
District.
Concurred with by this House.
Also the resolve of this House thereon.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Friday, 24th April, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. Lodowick Alford has leave of absence for the remaining part of the session.
Mr. Speaker laid before the House sundry letters from the Honorable President of Congress and
our Delegates, which were read and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Mr. Benbury, from the committee appointed to re-examine the accounts of William Gilbert,
passed at the last session of Assembly, reported as follows:
Your committee having carefully examined the accounts of the said William Gilbert, report that
the sum of one hundred and two pounds, nine shillings and ten pence is due to the said Gilbert,
which sum was deducted by the last Assembly, though allowed by
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humbly submitted.
Thos. Benbury,
Chairman.
The House taking the said report into consideration Resolved that they do concur therewith, and
that the Treasurers or either of them pay him the said sum of one hundred and two pounds nine
shillings and ten pence and be allowed in the settlement of their accounts with the public.
Ordered that the foregoing report and resolve of this House thereon be sent to the Senate for their
concurrence together with the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence the report of the Committee appointed to re-examine the
accounts of William Gilbert passed at the last Session of Assembly, also the resolve of this
House thereon.
Received from his Excellency, the Governor, the following Message:
To the Honorable the General Assembly.
I herewith lay before you a letter from Col. William Williams, of Martin County, signifying his
resignation of his commission of Colonel of the Militia in that County, recommending a
gentleman to succeed him and others to rise in succession, which I beg leave to recommend to
your consideration. I take the liberty of mentioning some circumstances relative to the Wake
regiment lest a matter of some moment to the public should be omitted. In April Session, 1777,
Col. John Hinton, an old and experienced officer who had served in that character in the
expedition against the regulators in 1771, and also in that against the Highlanders and others at
Moore's creek in 1776, in both which as I was an eye witness I can venture to assert he behaved
with becoming bravery and resolution, was removed from his Command and Mr. John Hinton,
Jr., appointed to succeed him, to whom I sent a Commission and shortly after had the same
returned and also the Commission
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Col. Hinton in their opinion had been ill treated. These letters I laid before the Council who
advised my appointing Col. Hinton (the Elder) again to the command of that regiment. I did so,
but his commission expired with the end of the last Session of Assembly. The Wake regiment of
course was without a Colonel until the matter was again laid before the Council and that board a
second time advised the appointment of Col. Hinton, and a Commission accordingly issued to
him, which commission will have no force after the rising of the General Assembly. I mention
these circumstances to the end that your Honorable Body may if you think proper to appoint a
Colonel to the Wake regiment, Col. Hinton (the Elder) is so well known and his services to the
public so recent in the memory of many of your Honorable members that I flatter myself he will
obtain your approbation and appointment.
Resolved, that John Hinton, Sen., Esquire, be appointed Col. of the Wake Regiment of Militia.
That Whitmell Hill, Esquire, be appointed Col. of the Martin Regiment of Militia, in the room of
William Williams, Esquire, resigned; Thomas Wiggins, Esq., Lieut. Col.; Kenneth McKenzie,
Esq., first major, and John Hardison, Esq., second of the said county. That His Excellency, the
Governor, be requested to make out commissions agreeable to this Resolve.
Ordered that the above be sent to the Senate, for their concurrence, together with the following
Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House, appointing the officers therein
mentioned. We also send you a Message from his Excellency, the Governor, which induced this
House to enter into such Resolve.
The order of the day for taking into consideration the Articles of Confederation of the United
States being called for and read,
Resolved, that the House resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take the same into
consideration.
The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole accordingly, and chose Thomas
Benbury, Esquire, Chairman, and after some time spent therein Mr. Speaker resumed the chair
and Mr.
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the same ought to be ratified, and therefore,
Resolved, unanimously that the Delegates of this State, in Congress, be impowered on behalf
thereof to ratify and confirm the said Confederation of the United States.
The House taking the said Report into consideration, concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate, together with the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering the Delegates of this
State in Congress to ratify and confirm on behalf of the said State the articles of Confederation of
the United States.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received and herewith return the resolve of your House appointing commissioners for
purposes therein mentioned.
Concurred with.
At the same time, received the resolve of this House, referred to in the above message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 24 April, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received the message and resolve of your House, together with the report of the
committee relative to the gun factory in Halifax District, with which we concur, and propose the
following addition thereto, to-wit:
That Mr. Ransom be directed to deliver the guns already finished to the commanding officer of
the guard at Halifax, and that he immediately pay to either of the Treasurers the money in his
hands belonging to the public.
Concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We concur with you in directing Mr. Ransom to deliver the guns already finished to the
commanding officer of the guard at Halifax, also to pay into the Treasury the money in his hands
belonging to the public.
Received from the Senate a Bill to amend and continue sundry laws for the regulation of the
town of New Bern, and for other purposes therein mentioned.
Endorsed in the Senate, 23rd April, 1778. Read the first time and passed.
Bill for directing and appointing the place where the Clerks of the Court for Currituck County
and the naval officers for Port Currituck shall keep their offices, was read the first time, passed
and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Williams and Mr. Hunter.
The Bill for regulating Campbelton and erecting public buildings was read the third time,
amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Williams and Mr. Hunter.
The Bill for quieting and securing the Tuscarora Indians and others claiming under the
Tuscaroras in the possession of their lands, was read the second time, amended, passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Boyer and Mr. Swain.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received the message and resolve of your House, together with the report of the
committee appointed to re-examine the accounts of William Gilbert, which we herewith return.
Concurred with.
At the same time, received the report referred to in the above message, and the resolve of this
House thereon.
Endorsed in the Senate, 24th April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering the Delegates of this State in
Congress to ratify and confirm on behalf of the said State the confederation of the United States.
Concurred with by this House unanimously.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 24th April, 1778.
The House adjourned till 5 o'clock, P. M.
The House met according to adjournment.
On motion, resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor, with the advice of the Council of State,
be impowered to grant warrants on the Treasury of this State in favor of John Council Bryan for
such sums of money as they may judge necessary to enable him to provide provisions for such
Continental and other troops as may occasionally be stationed in New Bern.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favor of John Council Bryan.
Ordered that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House propose if agreeable to the Senate, to ballot tomorrow at 5 o'clock in the afternoon
for Delegates to represent this State in Congress the ensuing year, Treasurers, a Marshal of the
Court of Admiralty for Port Roanoke and the time and place for holding the next session of
Assembly, and put in nomination for Delegates, Thomas Burke, John Penn, Cornelius Harnett,
Abner Nash, John Willims, Samuel Johnston, Thomas Polk and Thomas Benbury, Esquires; for
Treasurers, William Skinner, Esq., for
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John Skinner, Esq.; a place for holding the next session of Assembly at the towns of
Hillsborough, Halifax and New Bern.
If you accede to this measure, please signify the same by message.
The Bill for raising men to complete the Continental Battalions belonging to this State and read
the second time, amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. ———
Received from the Senate the following Bill:
A Bill for repairing Fort Johnston near the entrance of Cape Fear River.
A Bill to establish rules to be observed in celebrating of matrimony.
Endorsed in the Senate, 24th April, 1778.
Read the second time and passed.
Received from His Excellency, the Governor, the following Message:
To the Honorable, the General Assembly,
Gentlemen:
I send you a letter which I this day received from Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Wilson, of Halifax
County, with the proceedings of a Court Martial respecting the conduct of Col. Willis Alston, for
your consideration.
Rich'd Caswell.
At the same time received the letters and proceedings of the Court Martial referred to in the
above message, and the same being read,
Resolved, that Willis Alston, Esq., be supercededed in his command as Colonel of Halifax
County, and that Samuel Weldon, Esq., be appointed Colonel of said County; John Geddy, Esq.,
Lieutenant Colonel; John Whitaker, Esq., first Major, and James Allen, Esq.,
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Commissions agreeable to this resolve.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate, together with the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House appointing militia officers, &c.,
in Halifax County.
Resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor, be and he is hereby impowered to appoint persons
in different parts of the State to purchase provisions and cloathing of every kind at the prices
current at this time, if it shall appear to him to be necessary for the use of the Continental Army,
and to grant warrants on the Treasury in favour of such persons, taking security for due
application of the monies for such sums as may be requisite for the purposes aforesaid, and if any
person or persons having more provisions or materials for cloathing than may be necessarry for
their own use or family consumption shall refuse to sell the same for the prices current at this
time, then the persons appointed as aforesaid by His Excellency shall have full power and
authority to seize the same for the use of the Continent, and they shall grant certificates to the
owners specifying the quantity and quality of the articles, that they may obtain payment at the
next Session of the General Assembly, provided that the persons so appointed shall not seize any
goods imported by foreigners, while such goods actually remain the property of such foreigners.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering His Excellency, the
Governor, to appoint persons in different parts of this State for certain purposes therein
mentioned.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message and Resolve appointing Field Officers of Militia of Martin and
Wake Counties, and concur with
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Mr. Hinton to the command of the Wake regiment, and propose Michael Rodgers as Colonel;
Tignal Jones, Esq., Lieut. Colonel; Simon Turner, Esq., first Major, and Lodowick Alford, Esq.,
Jr., second Major, as Field Officers of said regiment.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Saturday, 25 April, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment.
The Bill to impower the County Courts in this State to order the laying out of public roads, and
establish and settle ferries and for other purposes therein mentioned was read the first time,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Bloodworth and Mr. Bryan.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House cannot concur with the report of your House relative to Monsieur Chariol's proposal,
but with the following alterations viz:
The officers not to be commissioned or have pay till approved of by the Governor and Council,
and instead of four shillings for rations, this House cannot allow more than three Shillings till the
arrival of the men at the rendezvous.
If your House approve of the above Alterations the Senate will then concur.
Ordered that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We have received and considered the Message of your House proposing some amendments to
the resolve of this House relative to Monsieur Chariol and concur therewith.
Mr. Peter Farrow has leave to absent himself from the service of this House for the remaining
part of the Session.
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time, amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Hunter and Mr. Devane.
The Bill to alter the times for holding the several Superior courts of law, and for the better
arranging the county courts within this State, was read the first time, passed and ordered to be
sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Johnston and Mr. Mayo.
The Bill to amend an act entitled an act for erecting part of the county of Surry and part of the
District of Washington into a seperate and distinct county by the name of Wilkes, was read the
third time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Wilson and Mr. Doty.
The Bill for establishing a Town in Surry county at the Court-House, and other purposes therein
mentioned, was read the first time and rejected.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message proposing that the General Assembly proceed at 5 o'clock this
evening to ballot for delegates to represent this State in Congress the ensuing year, Treasurers, a
Marshal of the Court of Admiralty for Port Roanoke, and the time and place at which the next
General Assembly shall be held, with which we concur, and put in nomination for Delegates,
John Penn, Cornelius Harnett, and Thomas Burke, Esquires; for Treasurers, John Ashe and
William Skinner, Esquires; for a Marshal of Port Roanoke, Mr. Henry Machen, and the Towns of
New Bern, Halifax, and Hillsborough, for the place at which the next Assembly shall be held,
and the first Monday in November next for the time.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House directing the printer of this State
to strike off a certain number of blank certificates, and allowing him a sum for that service
therein mentioned.
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On motion, Resolved, that the Printer of this state be directed to print forty thousand blank
certificates for the purpose of granting to the Inhabitants of this State, who have taken the State
Oath, and that he be allowed for the said service the sum of seventy five pounds.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House directing the Printer to print a certain number of
certificates therein mentioned, also allowing him a certain sum therein for such service.
Concurred with by this House.
The Bill to establish rules to be observed in celebrating matrimony was read the second time,
amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate. Sent by Mr. Sessums and Mr. Devane.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill allowing salaries to the Governor, Secretary, Delegates, Treasurers and Members of the
Council of State.
A Bill for raising men to complete the Continental Battalions belonging to this State.
Endorsed in the Senate, 24 and 25 April, 1778.
Read the second time, amended and passed.
A Bill to oblige masters of vessels coming into this State to deliver up to the postmaster, or his
deputy, in the port where such vessels shall respectively arrive, all foreign letters coming in such
vessels; and for promoting the revenue of the postoffice, was read the second time and rejected.
Received from the Senate a Bill for appointing commissioners to build a bridge across
Contentney Creek, and for other purposes therein mentioned.
Endorsed in the Senate, 25th April, 1778.
Read the second time and passed.
The Bill to compel the late officers of the militia in this State
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of delinquents. Read the third time, passed and ordered to be engrossed.
The Bill more effectually to punish the persons concerned in the several species of counterfeiting
in this State, was read the third time, amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Swain and Mr. Williams.
The Bill to impower the Justices of Duplin County to take into their possession the records of
said County, now in possession of James Sampson, was read the third time, passed and ordered
to be sent to the Senate. Sent by Mr. Swain and Mr. Williams.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have determined that no more than three delegates are necessary to represent this
State in the Continental Congress, and propose balloting for three.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We have received your message proposing to ballot for only three delegates to represent this
State in Congress and concur therewith, and propose balloting immediately.
Resolved, that Mr. James Williams, on the part of this House, be appointed to superintend the
balloting.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a message, which we propose to be addressed to His
Excellency, the Governor.
At the same time received the message referred to in the above as follows:
To His Excellency, R. Caswell, Esquire, Governor and Commander in Chief, &c.,
Sir:
The two Houses of the General Assembly have taken into consideration the Confederacy
proposed to the United States by Congress,
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the President of the Continental Congress thereof by the earliest opportunity.
Sent by Mr. Tillman and Mr. Cobb.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill to alter the times for holding the several Superior Courts of law, and for the better
arranging the County Courts within this State.
A Bill to amend an act entitled an act to establish a town in the County of Mecklenburg.
A Bill to impower the County Courts in this State to order the laying out of public roads, and
establish and settle ferries and for other purposes therein mentioned.
Endorsed in the Senate, 25 April, 1778.
Read the first time and passed.
A Bill for repairing Fort Johnson, near the entrance of Cape Fear River.
Endorsed in the Senate, 25 April, 1778.
Read the third time and passed.
A Bill for directing and appointing the place where the Clerk for Currituck County and the naval
officer for Port Currituck, shall keep their offices.
Endorsed in the Senate, 25 April, 1778.
Read the second time and passed.
The Bill for ascertaining Sheriffs' and Constables' fees in this State, was read the second time,
amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Swain and Mr. Williams.
Mr. James Williams who was appointed on the part of this House to superintend the balloting for
Delegates to represent this State in Congress the ensuing year, public Treasurers a Marshal of the
Court of Admiralty for Port Roanoke and a time and place for holding the next session of
Assembly at, after some time spent therein returned from the Conference rooms and reported to
the House that John Penn, Cornelius Harnett and Abner Nash, Esquires, were elected Delegates,
William Skinner and John Ashe, Esquires, Treasurers, Mr. Henry Machon, Marshal; and that the
next session of General Assembly is to be held at Hillsborough
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The House taking the said report into consideration, concurred therewith.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering the Governor to appoint persons to
purchase provisions and clothing for the use of the continent.
Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 25 April, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House for superseding Col. Willis Alston.
Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 24 April, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
The House adjourned till Monday morning 9 o'clock.

Monday, 27 April, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. Thomas Amis, one of the members for Bladen County appeared, was qualified and took his
seat accordingly.
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To the Honorable, the General Assembly.
Gentlemen:—
By the last post I received the letters and resolves of Congress, herewith sent for your
consideration, (to-wit):
A letter from the Honorable, the President of Congress with two resolves inclosed.
1. A letter from His Excellency, General Washington.
3. A letter from the war office.
4. A letter from the same.
5. A letter from Thomas Burke, Esq.
I am to inform you that a considerable quantity of tin is lately arrived in Cape Fear; which may
answer the purpose of making the boxes recommended by the Honorable the Board of War
which I shall order to be purchased for that purpose if you shall think proper to recommend the
same. R. Caswell.
At the same time received the Letters, &c., referred to in the above Message, and the same being
read,
Resolved, that his Excellency, the Governor, be impowered to purchase all the tin now in this
State, for the purpose of making tin Canisters, and Leather and Bear skins for making Bayonet
Sheaths and Belts for the use of the Continental Army; And also to appoint proper persons to
make the said Canisters, Bayonets, Sheaths, and Belts, upon the plan recommended by the
Honourable Horatio Gates, Esquire, in his Letter of the 28 March, last, addressed to His
Excellency, the Governor of this State; and that His Excellency take such measures for carrying
out this resolution, the said accoutrements when finished to be transported to the Northward with
all possible expedition, as to him shall seem best.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with a
Message from His Excellency, the Governor, and the Letters, &c., therein referred to:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send you a Message from his Excellency, the Governor, and sundry Letters, &c.,
therein referred to. Also a resolve
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Message, Letters, &c.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House propose, if agreeable to the House of Commons, to Ballot, tomorrow evening at 5
o'clock, for a delegate to represent this State in Congress the ensuing year, in the stead of Abner
Nash, Esq., resigned, and put in nomination for that purpose Richard Henderson, Esq.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We have received the Message of your House proposing to ballot tomorrow evening at 5 o'clock,
for a delegate to represent this State in Congress the ensuing year, in the stead of Abner Nash
Esq., resigned, and concur therewith, and put in nomination for that purpose John Williams,
Esquire, of Granville.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill to amend an act entitled an act for laying a Tax to defray the expence of the Public
Buildings in the County of Burke, and other purposes therein mentioned.
A Bill to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the Pilotage of Cape Fear and Ocracock Bars,
and the rivers leading from the same to Brunswick, Wilmington, New Bern, Bath and Edenton.
Endorsed in the Senate, 27 April, 1778. Read the second time and passed.
A Bill for ascertaining Sheriffs' and Constables' fees in this State. Endorsed in the Senate, 27
April, 1778. Read the second time and passed.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House for appointing Elisha Isaacs first
Major of the Wilkes Regiment of Militia, in the room and stead of William Lewis, Esquire,
resigned, whose commission we herewith send you.
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William Lewis, Esquire, having resigned his commission as first Major of the Wilkes Regiment
of Militia, and it being necessary that the said commission should be filled,
Resolved, therefore, that Elisha Isaacs, Esq,, be, and he is hereby appointed first Major of the
Wilkes Regiment of Militia in the room of William Lewis, so resigned, and that His Excellency,
the Governor, be requested to issue a commission according to this resolve to the said Elisha
Isaacs.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House appointing Elisha Isaacs, Esq., first Major of the
Wilkes Regiment of Militia.
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of James Christian.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message as follows:
Whereas, it appears by a discharge from Genl. McIntosh, dated 29th day of January, 1778, that
James Christain, at present an inhabitant of Chatham county, hath served as a soldier in 9th
North Carolina battalion of Continental Troops, for upwards of one year, in which service he
unfortunately broke one of his arms and is now in a distressed condition;
Resolved, that the said James Christain be allowed the sum of twenty pounds in order to relieve
his present wants and that the Treasurers or either of them pay to the said James Christain or to
his order the aforesaid sum for which they shall be allowed in their accounts with the public.
Concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour of James Christian.
Concurred with by this House.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering His Excellency, the Governor, to
purchase tin.
Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 27th April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
This House Adjourned till 4 o'clock, p. m.
The House met according to Adjournment.
Mr. Thomas Harvey one of the members for Pasquotank County appeared, was qualified and
took his seat accordingly.
The Bill for raising men to complete the Continental Battalions belonging to this State was read
the third time, amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Tillman and Mr. Hunter.
The Bill to impower the regular ministers as well as magistrates to solemnize the rights of
matrimony was read the first time and rejected.
The Bill to amend an act entitled an act for establishing officers for receiving entries of claims
for lands in the several counties within this State, for ascertaining the method of obtaining titles
to the same and for other purposes therein mentioned, was read the second time, passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Williams and Mr. Mitchell.
On motion, resolved, that Mr. Speaker issue a writ of election
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agreeable to the Constitution, and that the said election be held on the second Monday in May
next.
Mr. Jones, from the Committee of Priviledges and Elections, reported as follows:
The committee being informed that Mr. Cocke, who was returned a member for Washington
County, was Clerk of the Court of said County called Mr. Cocke before them, and upon
examination it appeared by a record from the Court of Washington District corroborated by the
testimony of Charles Roberson, that he was elected Clerk of Washington District (now
Washington County) on the fourth Tuesday in August, 1777.
Resolved, therefore, that Mr. Cocke as being Clerk of a County Court is not entitled to keep his
seat in the House of Commons.
The committee having taken into consideration the petition of Clement Crook, respecting the
election of Isham Webb and Joshua Swain for Tyrrell County, and finding the same unsurported
by any testimony saving only a single deposition taken ex parte;
Resolved, that the election aforesaid is good and valid, and that the said Swain and Webb ought
to keep their seats.
The committee being informed that Genl. Butler, a member for Orange County; Col. Jonas
Johnston, for Edgecom be; Mr. William Roberson, for Pitt, and Mr. Timothy Bloodworth, for
New Hanover, were appointed entry takers in their several counties, and upon inquiry finding the
same to be true, proceeded to consider the twenty-fifth section of the Constitution, whereby it is
declared that no person who heretofore has been or hereafter may be a receiver of public money,
shall be entitled to a seat in the General Assembly until he shall have fully accounted for and
paid all monies for which he may be liable;
Whereupon, it was resolved as the opinion of the committee that entry takers come within the
meaning of the aforesaid section, and therefore that General Butler, Col. Jonas Johnston, Mr.
William Robeson and Mr. Timothy Bloodworth, are not entitled to seats in the House of
Commons.
The House taking the said report into consideration, concurred therewith.
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Tuscaroras in the possession of their lands, was read the third time, passed and ordered to be sent
to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Isaacs and Mr. Bryan.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning, 8 o'clock.

Tuesday, 28 April, 1778. The House met according to adjournment.
The Bill for building a Court House in Elizabeth Town in the County of Bladen, was read the
second time, amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Amis and Mr. Rowan.
Mr. Jones moved for leave and presented a Bill to prevent the exportation of beef, pork, bacon
and Indian corn, which he read in place and delivered in at the table, where it was again read,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Doty and Mr. Sessums.
Mr. Jones moved for leave and presented a Bill for restraint of vagrants and preventing desertion,
which he read in his place and delivered in at the table, where it was again read, passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Hunter and Mr. Bryan.
On motion, resolved that Mr. Speaker issue a writ of election to the County of Edgecombe to
elect one member of this House in the room and stead of Jonas Johnston, Esq., whose seat is
vacated by his acceptance of the entry taker's office for said County,
Also to the County of Tyrrel to elect one member of this House in the room and stead of Isham
Webb, Esq., deceased.
Also to the County of Washington to elect one member of this House in the room and stead of
William Cocke, Esq., who is not entitled to a seat in this House from his being considered as
Clerk of said County Court.
Also to the County of New Hanover to elect one member of this House in the room and stead of
Timothy Bloodworth, Esq., whose seat is vacated by his acceptance of the entry taker's office for
said County.
Also to the County of Nash to elect two members of this House,
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people together.
Also to the County of Orange to elect one member of this House in the room and stead of
General Butler whose seat is vacated by his acceptance of the Entry Taker's office for said
County.
Also to the County of Pitt to elect one member of this House in the room and stead of William
Robeson, Esq., whose seat is vacated by his acceptance of the Entry Taker's office for said
County.
And that the said elections be held on the 19th and 20th days of June next, except for the County
of New Hanover, in which the election shall be held on the 16th and 17th days of July next.
The Bill for repairing Fort Johnston near the entrance of Cape Fear river was read the third time,
passed, and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Peoples and Mr. Clinton.
The Bill to alter the times for holding the several Superior Courts of Law and for the better
arranging the County Courts within this State was read the second time, passed and ordered to be
sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Peoples and Mr. Clinton.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill to establish rules to be observed in celebrating of matrimony.
Endorsed in the Senate, 27 April, 1778.
Read the third time and passed.
A Bill for building a Court House in Elizabeth Town in the County of Bladen.
Endorsed in the Senate, 28 April, 1778. Read the second time and passed.
The Bill to amend and continue sundry laws for the regulation of the town of New Bern and for
other purposes therein mentioned was read the third time and rejected.
The Bill to establish rules to be observed in celebrating of matrimony was read the third time,
passed and ordered to be engrossed.
The House adjourned till 3 o'clock p. m.
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Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill to alter the time for holding the several Superior Courts of Law, and for the better
arranging the County Courts within this State.
Endorsed in the Senate, 28th April, 1778.
Read the second time and passed.
A Bill to amend an act entitled an act for establishing officers for receiving entries of claims for
lands in the several counties within this State, for ascertaining the method of obtaining titles to
the same, and for other purposes therein mentioned.
Endorsed in the Senate, 28 April, 1778. Read the third time and passed.
A Bill for restraint of vagrants and preventing desertion.
A Bill to prevent the exportation of beef, pork, bacon and Indian corn.
Endorsed in the Senate, 28 April, 1778. Read the first time and passed.
Mr. Robert Peoples has leave of absence for the remaining part of the session.
Ordered that Mr. Mallett, Mr. Amis, Mr. Cobb, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Benbury and Mr.
Courtney, be a committee to settle the accounts of Robert Rowan, as commissioner of the Iron
Works in Chatham County, and make report thereon.
Mr. Courtney from the Committee of Claims reported that there is due to Major Henry Dixon in
three claims the sum of one hundred and fifty-three pounds seventeen shillings and eight pence,
as appears by the said report filed.
Resolved, that the Treasurers or either of them pay him, the said Major Henry Dixon, the
aforesaid sum of one hundred and fifty-three pounds seventeen shillings and eight pence, and be
allowed in the accounts with the public.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favor of Major Henry Dixon.
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the sum of fifty-six pounds eight shillings as appears by said report filed.
Resolved, that the Treasurers or either of them pay the said Col. Archibald Lytle, the aforesaid
sum of fifty-six pounds eight shillings and be allowed in their accounts with the public.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favor of Col. Archibald Lytle.
Resolved, that Mr. James Williams be appointed on the part of this House to superintend the
balloting for a delegate in the room of Abner Nash, Esq., resigned.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Message which this House propose to be addressed to
His Excellency, the Governor, requesting him to fill up a commission to Monsieur Chariol &c.,
&c.
At the same time received the Message above referred to, as follows:
To His Excellency, Richard Caswell, Esquire, Captain General, Governor and Commander in
Chief, &c., &c., &c.
Sir:
The General Assembly having concurred with the report of the Committee appointed to consider
the proposal of Monsieur Chariol for raising a regiment for the service of this State or of the
United States (a copy of which we herewith send you) request your Excellency will grant a
commission to Monsieur Chariol as Colonel, and also commissions to his officers agreeable to
the report.
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House concur with the report of the Committee appointed
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release and discharge this State from all further applications, claims and demands whatsoever for
or on account of the said Iron Works.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House for making void all entries or
claims on the lands reserved by resolve of Congress in December, 1776, to the State near or
about the Iron Works.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, as
follows:
On motion, resolved that all entries on the lands near or about the Iron Works in Chatham
County (belonging to John Wilcox) which were reserved to this State by resolve of Congress
passed at Halifax, in December, 1776, and all claims on said lands by occupancy since the said
resolution of Congress and previous to the passing this resolve be null and void and the said
lands are hereby declared liable to the entry of any person whatsoever, complying with the Laws
of this State.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House for making void all entries of claims on the lands
reserved by resolve of Congress in December, 1776, to the State near or about the Iron Works,
&c., &c.
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House relative to papers in the
Secretary's office, &c.
At the same time, received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above message, and the
same being read was rejected.
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for a delegate to represent this State in Congress the ensuing year in the room of Abner Nash,
Esqr., resigned, after some time spent therein, returned from the conference room and reported to
the House that John Williams, Esqr., of Granville, was elected a delegate by a majority of the
votes of both Houses.
The House, taking the said report into consideration, concurred therewith.
John Williams, Esqr., Speaker of this House, having accepted of the appointment of a delegate to
represent this State in Congress the ensuing year;
Resolved, therefore, as the opinion of this House, that his seat therein is vacated.
Mr. John Tillman proposed for Speaker Thomas Benbury, Esqr., in the room and stead of John
Williams, Esqr., appointed a delegate to represent this State in Congress the ensuing year, and he
was unanimously chosen and conducted to the chair accordingly.
The Bill to establish a Court of Chancery and Equity in this State, and to regulate the mode of
proceeding therein, was read the second time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Tillman and Mr. Rowan.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning, 8 o'clock.

Wednesday, 29th April, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment.
The Bill for restraint of vagrants and preventing desertion, was read the second time, amended,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Mallett and Mr. Mayo.
The Bill allowing salaries to the Governor, Secretary, Delegates, Treasurers and Members of the
Council of State, and other purposes, was read the second time, amended, passed and ordered to
be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Williams and Mr. Mallett.
Mr. Jones moved for leave, and presented a Bill for procuring a Great Seal for this State, which
he read in his place and delivered
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Sent by Mr. Brooks and Mr. Williams.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill for restraint of vagrants and preventing desertion.
Endorsed in the Senate, 29 April, 1778. Read the second time, amended and passed.
A Bill for procuring a Great Seal for this State.
Endorsed in the Senate, 29 April, 1778. Read the first time and passed.
Ordered that the Committee of Claims and Accounts make report tomorrow at 3 o'clock in the
evening.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favor of Col. Lytle. Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 29 April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour of Maj. Henry Dixon. Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House, referred above message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 29 April, 1778. Concurred with.
The Bill for restraint of vagrants and preventing desertion was read the third time, passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Bryan and Mr. Clark.
The Bill to amend an act entitled an act to establish a town in
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to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Amis and Mr. Clark.
The Bill to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the pilotage at Cape Fear and Ocracock Bars,
and the rivers leading from the same to Brunswick, Wilmington, New Bern, Bath and Edenton,
was read the second time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Amis and Mr. Clark.
Received from the Senate the Bills allowing salaries to the Governor, Secretary, Delegates,
Treasurers and members of the Council of State, and other purposes.
Endorsed in the Senate, 29 April, 1778.
Read the third time, amended and passed.
Resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor, be impowered to draw on the Continental Treasury
for five hundred thousand dollars, to be applied in raising and marching men to complete the
Continental Battalions belonging to this State, and to other Continental purposes, and that it be
earnestly recommended to His Excellency to take the most immediate and effectual steps for
obtaining this supply of money without delay.
Ordered, that the above resolve be sent to the Senate, for their concurrence, together with the
following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering His Excellency, the
Governor, to draw on the Continental Treasury for a certain sum therein mentioned.
The Bill for directing and appointing the place where the Clerk of the Court for Currituck
County, and the naval officer for Port Currituck, shall keep their offices, was read the second
time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Brooks and Mr. McCauley.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favor of Nicholas Long for
four wagons taken from him by general orders.
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follows:
On motion, resolved, that Col. Nicholas Long be allowed the sum of fourteen hundred pounds
for four wagons and teams, which he sent to headquarters, and which, by general orders, dated
20 January, 1778, were taken for the use of the United States. Concurred with.
Ordered that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House allowing Col. Nicholas Long a certain sum therein
mentioned for four wagons, &c.
Concurred with.
The Bill for ascertaining Sheriffs' and Constables' fees in this State, was read the third time,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
The Bill for building a Court house in Elizabeth Town, in the county of Bladen, was read the
third time, passed, and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
The Bill to prevent the exportation of Beef, Pork, Bacon, and Indian Corn, was read the second
time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Tillman and Mr. Whitaker.
The Bill for appointing commissioners to build a bridge across Cotentnea creek, and other
purposes therein mentioned, was read the third time, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Jordan and Mr. Jos. Bryan.
A Bill to enforce such parts of the Statute and Common Laws as have been heretofore in force
and use here, and the acts of Assembly, made and passed when the Territory was under the
Government of the late proprietors, and the Crown of Great Britain, and for reviving the several
acts therein mentioned, was read the third time, amended, passed, and ordered to be sent to the
Senate.
Sent by Mr. Bryan and Mr. Jordan.
Whereas, the settlement of Col. Kenan's account was by the order of the General Assembly in
Apr. 1777, referred to the Governor and Council, and they proceeded to a settlement thereof
accordingly,
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Whereas, it is suggested by Mrs. Kenan, Relict of the said William Kenan, that she has sundry
just claims on behalf of said Kenan, deceased, against this State, not included in the settlement
aforesaid.
Resolved, therefore, that the Governor and Council be impowered to reconsider and finally settle
the accounts of Col. Kenan, against this State, and to this end that they call upon Mr. John Hunt
for a state of charges against said Wm. Kenan, and that His Excellency grant the warrant or
warrants on the Treasury for such ballance if any as may appear to be due to the estate of Col.
William Kenan.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following message.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering the Governor and
Council to finally settle the accounts of William Kenan, deceased.
Capt. De Cottineau having presented a memorial to this House informing that he had some time
since imported a valuable cargo of stores into this State fit for the use of the Continental Army,
and that he had planned and erected a Fort at Cape Lookout for the protection of the Harbour
thereof, and also that he had addressed a letter to the Congress praying a commission by which
he might be entitled to fight under Continental colors;
Which, being considered,
Resolved, that this House entertains a most grateful sense of the important service rendered by
Capt. Cottineau to the United States by the importation of stores aforesaid, and to this State in
particular, by planning and erecting a Fort at Cape Lookout; and the highest opinion of Captain
Cottineau, as a Gentleman and as a soldier, and therefore that His Excellency be requested to
forward Capt. Cottineau's letter to the Continental Congress, together with a copy of this resolve.

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 735 -------------------Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favor of Capt. De Cottineau.
The Bill to amend an act entitled an act for establishing officers for receiving entries of claims
for lands in the several counties within this State, for ascertaining the method of obtaining titles
to the same and for other purposes therein mentioned, was read the third time, amended by
consent of the Senate, passed and ordered to be engrossed.
The Bill to prevent the stopping of Rocky creek, Cape Fear, Haw and Deep rivers, and other
purposes therein mentioned, was read the second time and rejected.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning 8 o'clock.

Thursday, 30 April, 1778.
The House met according to adjurnment.
On motion, resolved, that Mr. Speaker issue a writ of election to the County of Granville to elect
one member of this House in the room and stead of John Williams, Esq., whose seat is vacated
by his acceptance of the appointment of a Delegate to represent this State in Congress the
ensuing year; that the said election be held on the 19th and 20th days of June next.
On motion, resolved, that James Davis, Printer, be allowed the sum of six hundred pounds for
printing the Acts and Journals of the last session of Assembly in stead of that sum for the last
year; that the Treasurers or either of them pay him the same and be allowed in their accounts
with the public.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favour of James Davis,
Esquire, printer.
On motion, resolved that the members of this present General
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returning from, this present Session of Assembly. This being objected to the question was put
and carried in the affirmative, 30 to 19.
Then on motion, ordered that the yeas and nays on the said question be taken down, which are as
follows:
Yeas—G. Mitchel, J. Swain, M. Brooks, R. Clinton, T. Hicks, W. Courtney, W. McCauley, S.
Cain, A. Ellison, S. Miller, E. Smithwick, G. Davidson, N. Mayo, W. Jordan, James Williams,
Alex. Clark, J. Devane, D. Wilson, C. Fifer, H. Sanders, S. Boyer, S. Shepperd, Jas. Hunter,
Jacob Hunter, E. Isaacs, W. Gilbert, B. Doty, W. Fereby, A. Cotton, and Thomas Amis.
Nays—R. Cogdell, Thornton Yancey, B. Hawkins, A. McLemore, J. Tillman, S. Turner, Willie
Jones, J. Williams (Caswell), J. Williams (Pitt), J. Sessums, E. Haywood, J. Whitaker, W. Baker,
N. Bryan, Jesse Cobb, P. Mallett, J. Bryan, T. Harvey and A. Jones.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House for allowing the members of this
present General Assembly a certain sum therein mentioned per day for travelling to, attending at
and returning from this present Session of Assembly.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill to prevent the exportation of beef, pork, bacon, and Indian corn.
A Bill to amend an act entitled an act to establish a town in the County of Mecklenburg.
Endorsed in the Senate, 29 April, 1778.
Read the second time and passed.
A Bill for directing and appointing and directing the place where the Clerk for Currituck County
and the naval officer for Port Currituck shall keep their officers.
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and rivers leading from the same to Brunswick, Wilmington, New Bern, Bath and Edenton.
Endorsed in the Senate, 29 April, 1778.
Read the third time and passed.
The Bill to prevent the exportation of beef, pork bacon and Indian corn, was read the third time,
passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Miller and Mr. Mitchel.
The Bill to impower the County Courts in this State to order the laying out of public roads and
establish and settle ferries, and for other purposes therein mentioned, was read the second time,
amended, passed and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Miller and Mr. Mitchel.
The Bill for procuring a Great Seal for this State, was read the second time and passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Miller and Mr. Mitchell.
On motion, resolved, that the commission for erecting and building a Fort at Cape Lookout Bay,
be directed to pay Mrs. Bartholmew, the damage she sustained by having her chaise broken by
the Chevalier De Chambray, travailing from Beaufort to Newbern to confer with His Excellency,
the Governor, respecting the planning and erecting at Cape Lookout a Fort; and that they be
allowed for the same in their accounts with the public.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House in favor of Monsieur Le
Chevalier De Chambray.
The Bill to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the pilotage of Cape Fear and Ocracock Bars
and the rivers leading from the same to Brunswick, Wilmington, New Bern, Bath and Edenton,
was read the third time and passed and ordered to be engrossed.

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 738 -------------------Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of this House in favor of Capt. De Cottineau.
Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 29 April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering His Excellency, the Governor, to
draw on the Continental Treasury for a certain sum therein mentioned.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 29 April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to Col. Kenan's accounts. Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 29 April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House requesting His Excellency, to
grant blank Sheriffs' commissions to such members of Assembly as shall apply for the same.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, as follows;
Resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor, be requested to give blank Sheriffs' commissions to
the members of Assembly who shall
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County Courts and to which they shall qualify the succeeding Court.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House requesting His Excellency to grant blank Sheriffs'
commissions to such members of Assembly as shall apply for the same.
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of James Davis, Esq.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 30 April, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House for appointing Field Officers in
the County of Wake, and are fully of opinion the persons mentioned in the said resolve are such
as will give the greatest satisfaction to the inhabitants of that County and meet the approbation of
your House.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message.
And the same being read was rejected.
Received from the Senate the following Bills:
A Bill for procuring a Great Seal for this State.
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establish and settle ferries and for other purposes therein mentioned.
Endorsed in the Senate, 30 April, 1778.
Read the second time and passed.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering the Colonel or
Commanding Officer of each County to receive a certain sum of money therein mentioned from
the Entry Takers and Sheriffs of their respective Counties, &c.
At the same time received the resolve referred to in the above Message, as follows:
Whereas, volunteers cannot be raised without ready money and men are immediately wanted;
Resolved, therefore that the Entry Takers and Sheriffs of the several Counties immediately
advance to the Colonel or Commanding Officer of the same as many hundred dollars as there are
men, to be raised in each County respectively out of the public money and that the Colonel or
Commanding Officer repay the said sums from the Deputy Paymaster General.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House impowering the Entry Takers and Sheriffs of the
several Counties to advance certain monies therein mentioned.
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House impowering certain persons
therein mentioned to liquidate and adjust the accounts of this State against the United States &c.,
&c.
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And the same being read was rejected.
The memorial of Monsieur Le Chevalier De Chambray being read and concurred, resolved that
this House highly approves of Monseiur De Chambray's conduct since his arrival in North
Carolina; that they entertain a most grateful sense of his disinterested and important services
rendered to this State by planning and erecting Fort Hancock, and a high opinion of his
knowledge and abilities in gunnery and fortification.
Resolved, that His Excellency be requested to grant recommendatory letters to Monsieur Le
Chevalier De Chambray addressed to the Congress and to His Excellency, General Washington,
and that he also transmit a copy of these proceedings.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favor of Monsieur Le
Chevalier De Chambray. Mr. William Brown has leave to absent himself from the service of the
House for the remaining part of the Session.
The House adjourned till 3 o'clock, p. m.
The House met according to adjournment.
Resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor and the Council be impowered to settle with the
persons claiming the merchandise, seised by warrant from Joseph Leech and William Tisdale,
Esq., for the United States, then supposed to belong to Messrs. Savage and Westmore, but now
claimed by a certain Mr. O'Conner.
And that His Excellency grant to the proper owners a warrant on the Treasury for the amount
which shall be found due.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering the Governor and
Council to settle with the persons
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Tisdale, Esq., which were supposed to belong to Messrs. Savage and Westmore though since
claimed by one Mr. O'Conner.
Resolved, that the pay roll of the ship Caswell, Capt. Wilson, Commander, for the additional pay
voted by the General Assembly in December, 1777, be submitted to His Excellency, the
Governor, and the Council; and that the Governor be impowered to grant a warrant on either of
the Treasurers for the amount which shall be found due.
Ordered that the above resolve, be sent to the Senate for their concurrence together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House referring the pay roll of the ship
Caswell, Capt. Wilson, Commander to the Governor, Council, &c.
Resolved that Mr. John Easton be impowered to purchase a small fast sailing vessel and rig and
fit her to serve as a tender to the Ship Caswell, and that His Excellency grant a warrant in favour
of Mr. Easton on either of the Treasurers for such sum as may be necessary for that purpose.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering Mr. John Easton to
purchase a vessel, &c., for a tender to the Caswell.
Received from His Excellency, the Governor, the following Message:
To the Honourable, the General Assembly,
Gentlemen:—
David Smith, Esq., who was Col. of the Regiment of Militia in Cumberland County, and John
Armstrong, Esq., who was first Major of the said Regiment, have resigned their respective
commissions, and as it is absolutely necessary that a diligent and active

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 743 -------------------officer should be appointed to the command of the Regiment, a person well acquainted with the
different manners and customs of the people in that country and one whose past conduct and
knowledge in Militia matters will give him weight with those people, I take the liberty of
recommending Robert Rowan, Esq., as a gentleman whose character and conduct will entitle him
to such command (in my opinion) in preference to any person in that County.
R. Caswell.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We propose if agreeable to the Senate to ballot at 5 o'clock this evening for officers for Fort
Hancock and Fort Johnston, and put in nomination for Captain of Fort Hancock, John Tillman,
Esq., for first Lieut., Zepheniah Pinkham and Andrew Blanchard, for second Lieut., Uriah Jones;
for Captain of Fort Johnston, Thomas Bloodworth and Robert Ellis, Esq,; James Smith, first
Lieut.; John Devane, Jun., second Lieut.
If you accede this measure please signify the same by Message.
Resolved, that it be recommended to the Delegates from this State to the Congress to procure the
appointment of some person on behalf of this State to purchase whiskey, brandy or rum and
coffee and brown sugar, and issue it to the North Carolina Continental Troops so that they shall
have it in the same quantity and upon as reasonable terms as any soldiers in the Continental
Army; and that this State be debited for the expence and loss which may accrue by this measure.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send, for your concurrence, a Resolve of this House impowering the Delegates of
this State in Congress to procure some person to provide certain things therein mentioned for the
Continental Troops of this State.
On motion, resolved, that Mr. James Williams be appointed on the part of this House to
superintend the balloting for officers for Forts Hancock and Johnston.
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the Continental Army appointed by this State, and who have been in actual service to the
Northward and are now on duty there or in this State, with sufficient clothing of every kind at
one third of the cost of such clothing, provided that no officer shall draw more cloath than
sufficient for one suit of clothes, nor more linen than will make four shirts, and more of any other
article than may be necessary for a single man.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House directing the Commissary of
Stores to supply the Continental officers appointed by this State with some articles of cloathing,
&c.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your message proposing to ballot this evening at 5 o'clock for officers for Fort
Johnston and Fort Hancock, and put in nomination for Fort Johnston, Robert Ellis, Captain;
Thomas Bloodworth, First Lieutenant, and John Devane, Jr., Second Lieutenant; and for Fort
Hancock, John Tillman, Captain; Andrew Blanchard, First Lieutenant, and Zepheniah Pinkham,
Second Lieutenant.
Mr. James Williams, who was appointed on the part of this House to superintend the balloting
for officers for Fort Hancock and Fort Johnston, after some time spent therein, returned from the
Conference Room and reported to the House, that John Tillman, Esqr., is appointed Captain of
Fort Hancock, and Zepheniah Pinkham, First Lieutenant; Robert Ellis, Esqr., Captain of Fort
Johnston; James Smith, First Lieutenant, and John Devane, Jr., Second Lieutenant, by a majority
of votes of both Houses; that neither of the gentlemen put in nomination for Second Lieutenant
of Fort Hancock had a majority.
The House taking the said report into consideration concurred therewith; and,
Resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor, and the Council,
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Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House respecting certain goods taken by warrant from
Joseph Leech and William Tisdale, Esqrs. Concurred with.
At the same time, received the resolve of your House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 30 April, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House for allowing the members forty shillings per day.
Concurred with.
At the same time, received the resolve of this House referred to in the above message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 30 April, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House relative to the Pennsylvania
Farmer.
At the same time, received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the message, as follows:
Resolved, that Charles Bonfield and Henry Montford, former commissioners for loading the
armed Brigantine, the Pennsylvania Farmer, belonging to this State, do, after giving due notice in
the Virginia and North Carolina Gazette, sell at public vendue the said Brigantine, her tackle,
apparel and furniture. for the best price that may be had, and pay by equal proportions the
amount of the nett proceeds into the hands of Mr. Charles Bonfield, of
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for the use of this State, and to be disposed of together with all such other public tobacco as has
been already purchased, as His Excellency, the Governor, and the Council of State, may direct.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House appointing commissioners to sell the Pennsylvania
Farmer, &c., &c. Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to Monsieur le Chevalier De Chambray.
Concurred with.
At the same time, received the resolve of this House referred to in the above message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 30 April, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House referring the pay roll of the ship Caswell, Captain
Wilson, to the Governor and Council. Concurred with.
At the same time, received the resolve of this House referred to in the above message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 20 April, 1778. Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to Captain Easton's purchasing a tender
for the ship Caswell.
Concurred with.
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Endorsed in the Senate, 30 April, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
Whereas, it is essentially necessary for the preservation of the Health of the Troops belonging to
this State and to enable them to bear the Rigor of a Northern climate that they be fully supplied
with cloathing, and as it is possible that supplies from abroad may fail hereafter; be it, therefore,
Resolved, that the several counties shall furnish cloathing as follows:
Rowan county, one hundred and twenty-four Hats, five hundred and twenty-four yards of Linen,
two hundred and forty-eight yards of Wollens or Cotton double wove, two hundred and fortyeight pairs of Shoes and Stockings; Mecklenburg, seventy-two Hats; three hundred and four
yards of Linen, one hundred and forty-four yards of wollen or double wove cotton, one hundred
and forty-four pairs of Shoes and Stockings; Tryon, fifty-five Hats, two hundred and thirty-one
yards of Linen, one hundred and ten yards of wollen or double wove cotton, one hundred and ten
pairs of Shoes and Stockings; Anson, fifty-six Hats, two hundred and thirty-three yards of Linen,
one hundred and twelve yards of Wollen or double wove Cotton, and one hundred and twelve
pairs of Shoes and Stockings; Surry, sixty-three Hats, two hundred and sixty-three yards of
Linen, one hundred and twenty-six yards of Wollen or double wove Cotton, and one hundred and
twenty-six pairs of Shoes and Stockings; Guilford, one hundred and twelve Hats, four hundred
and sixty-six yards of Linen, two hundred and twenty-four yards of Wollen, or double wove
cotton, two hundred and twenty-four pairs of Shoes and Stockings; Burke, forty-four Hats, one
hundred and eighty-eight pairs of Shoes and Stockings; Washington, forty-four hats, one hundred
and eighty-eight yards of Linen, eighty-eight yards of Wollen or double wove Cotton, eightyeight pair of Shoes and eighty-eight pairs of Stockings; Wilkes, twenty-five Hats, one hundred
and five yards of Linen, fifty yards of double wove Cotton or Wollen, fifty pairs of shoes and
fifty pairs stockings; Orange, seventy-three Hats, three hundred and six yards of Linen, one
hundred
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one hundred and forty-six pairs of Stockings; Granville, fifty Hats, two hundred and ten yards
Linen, one hundred yards Wollen or double wove Cotton, one hundred pairs Shoes, and one
hundred pairs Stockings; Wake, forty-three Hats, one hundred and seventy-nine yards Linen,
eighty-six yards of Wollen or double wove Cotton, eighty-six pairs of Shoes and eighty-six pairs
of Stockings; Chatham, forty Hats, one hundred and ninety-eight yards of Linen, ninety-six yards
of Wollen or double wove Cotton, ninety-six pairs Shoes and ninety-six pairs Stockings;
Caswell, forty-eight Hats, one Hundred and ninety-eight yards of Linen, ninety-six yards of
Wollen or double wove Cotton, ninety-six pairs Shoes and ninety-six pairs Stackings; Halifax,
sixty-three Hats, two hundred and sixty-two yards Linen, one hundred and twenty-six yards of
Wollen or double wove Cotton, one hundred and twenty-six pairs Shoes and one hundred and
twenty-six pairs Stockings; Northampton, forty-five Hats, one hundred and eighty-nine yards of
Linen, ninety yards of Wollen or double wove Cotton, ninety pairs Shoes and ninety pairs
Stockings; Edgecombe, forty-four Hats, one hundred and eighty-eight yards of Linen, eightyeight yards of Wollen or double wove Cotton, eighty-eight pairs of Shoes and eighty-eight pairs
of Stockings; Bute, seventy-six Hats, three hundred and fifteen yards of Linen, one hundred and
fifty-two yards of Wollen or Cotton Cloth, one hundred and fifty-two pairs Shoes and one
hundred and fifty-two pairs Stockings; Martin, twenty-eight Hats, one hundred and and sixteen
yards Linen, fifty-six yards Wollen or Cotton Cloth, fifty-six pairs of Shoes and fifty-six pairs of
Stockings; Nash, thirty-nine Hats, one hundred and sixty-four yards Linen, seventy-eight yards
Wollen or Cotton Cloth, seventy-eight pairs Shoes and seventy-eight pairs of Stockings;
Chowan, twenty-four Hats, ninety-eight yards of Linen, forty-eight yards Wollen or Cotton
Cloth, forty-eight pairs Shoes and forty-eight pairs of Stockings; Perquimans, twenty-four Hats,
ninety-eight yards Linen, forty-eight yards Wollen or Cotton Cloth, forty-eight pairs Shoes and
forty-eight pairs of Stockings; Pasquotank thirty-two Hats, one hundred and thirty-five yards
Linen, sixty-four yards Wollen or Cotton Cloth, sixty-four pairs shoes and sixty-four pairs of
Stockings; Currituck, thirty-six Hats, one hundred and forty-nine yards of Linen, seventy two
yards of
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pairs Stockings; Bertie, thirty-five Hats, two hundred and twenty yards of Linen, one hundred
and eight yards of Wollen or Cotton Cloth, one hundred and eight pairs Shoes and one hundred
and eight pairs of Stockings: Tyrrell, twenty-four Hats, one hundred and one yards of Linen,
forty-eight yards Wollen or Cotton Cloth, forty-eight pairs of Shoes and forty-eight pairs of
Stockings; Hertford, forty-four Hats, one hundred and eighty-five yards of Linen, eighty-eight
yards of Wollen or Cotton Cloth, eighty-eight pairs of Shoes and eighty-eight pairs Stockings.
County.
Hats. Linen. Woolen or Cotton Cloth. Shoes. Stockings.
Camden
29 122 58
58
58
Carteret
22 90
44
44
44
Craven
63 263 126
126 126
Beaufort
17 81
34
34
34
Johnston
25 105 50
50
50
Hyde
21 39
42
42
42
Dobbs
73 306 146
146 146
Pitt
25 105 50
50
50
New Hanover 23 97
46
46
46
Onslow
35 143 70
70
70
Bladen
45 189 90
90
90
Duplin
44 188 88
88
88
Cumberland 53 216 105
105 105
Brunswick
9
38
18
18
18
And the Justices and Field Officers in every County at the first Court after this Session of
Assembly, if convenient, or otherwise at the second Court are hereby authorized and required to
proportion the cloathing aforementioned to the several companies aud to the Quakers,
Mennonists, Dunkers and Moravians, where there shall be any such in the County, and the
several companies in the different Counties being notified of their proportions by the Justices and
Field Officers, shall agree among themselves what articles each person belonging to or living in
the district of the Company shall furnish, and likewise the Quakers, Mennonists, Dunkers and
Moravians shall agree among themselves respectively, and the Captains of the companies and the
head or leading men of the said persuasions shall return exact lists of the persons names who are
to furnish
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militia in each respective County, and if any Captain shall fail to return such list he shall forfeit
and pay the sum of one hundred pounds to be levied by warrant from the Colonel or
Commanding Officer aforesaid, and applied in like manner as militia fines, and if the Quakers,
Mennonists, Dunkers, or Moravians shall fail to return such list, it shall and may be lawful for
the Colonel or Commanding Officer aforesaid to issue his warrant against any one or more of the
people belonging to the persuasion so failing, authorizing the person to whom the same shall be
directed to seize and sell as much of the property of such person or persons, as will purchase the
quota of cloathing required, and the Colonel or Commanding Officer shall apply the money
accordingly, and if any person belonging to any company, the Captain of which shall have
returned a proper list as aforesaid, shall fail to furnish his or her proper quota, the Colonel or
Commanding Officer may proceed in manner aforementioned against the person so failing and
apply the money in purchasing his or her quota of cloathing. Provided, that the Colonel or
Commanding Officer in any County shall not issue his warrant against any Captain for not
returning a list, until twenty days after the Court which shall apportion the clothing nor against
any individual of any company or society aforementioned until the twentieth day of September
next, and the Colonel or Commanding officer in each and every County is hereby authorised and
required to receive the cloathing aforementioned from persons who shall furnish the same, and
the said cloathing shall be valued, on oath, by three indifferent freeholders or householders in the
Counties of Washingington, Wilkes, Burke, and Surry, and in the other Counties by three
freeholders who shall certify the valuation, and such certificates with receipts endorsed thereon
from the Colonel or Commanding Officer for delivery thereof, shall be received in payment of
public taxes by the collectors, in their repsective Districts, and the Colonels or Commanding
Officers are impowered and required to hire waggons, or carts and horses, and if necessary to
press them to convey the cloathing aforementioned to Halifax town as soon as may be, to be
delivered to the commissary of stores or his deputy for the sole and particular use of the North
Carolina Continental troops, and the Colonel or Commanding Officer shall send one complete
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General Assembly at their next Session, together with an account of disbursements for conveying
the said cloathing to Halifax.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House for supplying the army with
cloathing, &c.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning, 8 o'clock.

Friday, 1 May, 1778. The House met according to adjournment.
A Bill to amend an act entitled an act for laying a tax to defray the expence of the public
buildings in the County of Burke, and other purposes therein mentioned, was read the second
time and rejected.

The Bill for procuring the great seal for this State, was read the third time, passed and ordered to
be sent to the Senate. Sent by Mr. Turner and Mr. McLemore.
Read the memorial of William Peete, praying that the confiscation act may not extend to the
estate of Doctor Samuel Peete, &c.
Ordered that the same lie over until the next session of Assembly for consideration.
The Bill to impower the County Courts in this State to order the laying out of public roads and
establish and settle ferries, and other purposes therein mentioned, was read the third time, passed
and ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Clark and Mr. Tillman.
The Bill to alter the times of holding the several Superior Courts of Law, and for the better
arranging the County Courts within this State, was read the third time, amended, then passed and
ordered to be sent to the Senate.
Sent by Mr. Clark and Mr. Tillman.
On motion, resolved, that the Clerk of the House of Commons
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County,
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House directing the Clerk to deliver
certain papers therein mentioned to John Wilcox.
Resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor, be requested to send blank commissions to the
several counties within this State to be filled up for the officers which shall march to the
Northward with the Troops now to be raised.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House requesting His Excellency to
issue certain commissions.
Whereas, the General Assembly at their session in December last entered into a resolution
impowering Mr. Thomas Craike to borrow money of the Continental Loan Office for the purpose
of purchasing blankets, &c., for the Continental Troops in case there should not be a sufficient
sum in the public Treasury And the said Mr. Craike having received from Mr. James Green, Jun.,
Treasurer of the said Loan office, in certificates to the amount of thirty thousand dollars for the
purposes all of which are already negotiated, and this State chargeable therewith. And further, it
being represented by the Continental Board of Treasury that such a procedure was irregular and
necessarily required the same to be put in a proper train;
Resolved, therefore, that Jno. Ashe, Esq., Treasurer be impowered and requested (on the part of
this State) to pass a receipt to the Treasurer of the said Loan office for the sum of thirty thousand
dollars, to enable him to raise an amount with the State, and to obtain a proper voucher for such
transaction.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This accompanys a resolve of this House impowering John Ashe, Esq., Treasurer of this State, to
pass a receipt to the Treasurer of the Continental Loan office in this State for the sum of thirty
thousand dollars, it being for so much already advanced to Mr. Thomas Craike, and desire your
concurrence thereto.
Resolved, that the men to be raised to garrison Fort Hancock and Fort Johnston, be inlisted for
the term of one year only.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House declaring how long the soldiers
of Fort Hancock and Fort Johnston shall be inlisted for.
The report of the Committee of Claims was read and agreed to by this House.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering the Delegates of this State in
Congress to procure some person to provide certain things therein mentioned for the Continental
Troops of this State.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1 May, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
The report of the Committee of Accounts was read and agreed to by this House.
Resolved, that Mr. Alderson Ellison be allowed the sum of twenty-seven pounds nine shillings
and ten pence, for that sum over paid the Treasurer, in the settlement of his Sheriff's account
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Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House allowing Mr. Alderson Ellison a
certain sum therein mentioned.
The Bill allowing salaries to the Governor, Secretary, Delegates, Treasurers and Members of the
Council of State, and other purposes, was read the third time, amended by consent of the Senate,
passed and ordered to be engrossed.
Ordered that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
There is paid into the hands of the Chairman of the Committee of Accounts two hundred and
thirty-three pounds one shilling and four pence old proclamation money, which we propose
burning, and desire your concurrence thereto.
Resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor, be impowered to draw on the Continental Treasury
in favour of Nicholas Long, Esqr., Deputy Quartermaster General of this State, for the sum of
fourteen hundred pounds for four waggons and teams. Also, for the sum of ten thousand seven
hundred and fifty-eight pounds five shillings and six pence, being the balance due him on the
settlement of his accounts with this State.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering His Excellency, the
Governor, to draw on the Continental Treasury for certain sums of money therein mentioned in
favour of Nicholas Long, Esq., Deputy Quartermaster General, &c.
Resolved, that Richard Ellis, Esq., be authorized and impowered to sell the gun carriages and
other things in his possession belonging to the armed vessel Pennsylvania Farmer, except the
cannon
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sale to the next session of Assembly.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering Richard Ellis, Esq.,
to sell certain things therein mentioned, &c.
Mr. Mallett, from the Committee appointed to examine the accounts of Robert Rowan, Esq., one
of the Commissioners of the Iron Works in Chatham County, reported as follows:
Your Committee having examined the accounts of Mr. Rowan, one of the Commissioners of the
Iron Works in Chatham County, find that there is a balance of two hundred and twenty-four
pounds three shillings and six pence due him, all which is humbly submitted.
Peter Mallett,
Chairman.
The House, taking the said report into consideration, concurred therewith, and resolve that the
Treasurers or either of them pay the said Robert Rowan the aforesaid sum of two hundred and
twenty-four pounds three shillings and six pence, and be allowed.
Ordered that the above report and resolve thereon be sent to the Senate for their concurrence,
together with the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence the report of the Committee appointed to examine the
accounts of Robert Rowan, Commissioner, and also a resolve of this House in consequence
thereof.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House requesting His Excellency, the
Governor, to issue Commissions to
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At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, as follows:
On the motion that the Governor be impowered to grant Commissions to the officers of Forts
Hancock and Johnston after the officers of such Forts have enlisted one-half of their men; and
that no men be enlisted for such forts until all the Troops destined for the Northward be first
raised. Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering the Governor to issue Commissions to
the officers of Forts Hancock and Johnston, &c., &c. Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering John Ashe, Esq., Treasurer of this
State, to pass a receipt to the Treasurer of the Continental Loan office in this State, for a certain
sum therein mentioned.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1st May, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House furnishing the Continental officers of this State
with cloaths, &c.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1 May, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to the time for enlisting the men for Forts
Hancock and Johnston. Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1 May, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering His Excellency to send blank
commissions to the different Counties, &c. Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1 May, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to John Wilcox's papers.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1 May, 1778. Read and Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have read and concurred with the resolve of your House for providing cloaths for the
Continental Troops in this State.
The House adjourned till 3 o'clock p. m.
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Resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor, be impowered to grant a warrant on the Treasury to
Thomas Williams, Commissary of the Tenth Battalion, for the sum of one thousand one hundred
and nine pounds, twelve shillings and nine pence, to pay off and discharge claims for provisions
furnished the said regiment which have not been already allowed; the said Williams giving bond
and security to account with the Assembly for the application of the said money.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favour of Thomas Williams,
Commissary, &c.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering the Secretary to
appoint a Deputy Clerk for the purpose therein mentioned.
At the same time, received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above message, as follows:
Whereas, it will be impracticable for the Secretary to attend on the Council of State and in his
office at the same time, and for want of some person properly authorized to authenticate copies
from the Records and other necessary papers, much delay may happen;
Resolved, therefore, that it be recommended to the Secretary to appoint some person his Deputy,
for whose conduct he shall be accountable, which Deputy, so appointed, in the absence of the
Secretary, shall have full power and authority to sign, attest or exemplify any Record or other
paper issuing from the Secretary's office, which, in all cases, shall have the same force, validity,
and effect as if signed by the Secretary.
Concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering the Secretary to appoint a Deputy.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
Upon reconsidering the resolution respecting the Garrisons of Forts Hancock and Johnston, we
conceive that it ought to be rescinded, so far as it relates to the soldiers of such Garrisons,
because it evidently tends to defeat the intent of erecting the said Forts, in asmuch as there is no
encouragement held out to induce men to enlist.
We would therefore propose that all such persons as shall enlist in either of the Garrisons
aforesaid previous to the first day of June shall be exempted from the vote for persons to be
raised to complete the North Carolina Continental Battalions.
Resolved, that Mr. Robert Rowan be allowed the sum of twenty two pounds one shilling and four
pence for conveying sundry criminals, &c., as per account filed; that the Treasurers, or either of
them, pay him the same and be allowed in their accounts with the public.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House allowing Robert Rowan, Esq., a
certain sum therein mentioned.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House relative to the Justices of the
Peace.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was rejected.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour of Thomas Williams, Commissary to the
10th North Carolina Battalion. Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1 May, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We concur with you in your proposed amendment in the resolve respecting the men to be
enlisted for Forts Hancock and Johnston.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to Mr. Ellis.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1 May, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House appointing Col. Armstrong, one
of the Contractors for the District of Salisbury, in the stead of William Sheppard, Esq., resigned.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, as follows:
Resolved, that Colonel Martin Armstrong be appointed one of the Contractors for the purpose of
purchasing provisions in the
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Concurred with.
Ordered that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House appointing a Contractor in the room of William
Sheppard. Concurred with.
Resolved, that Mr. Speaker issue a writ of election to the County of Craven to elect one member
of this House in the room of John Tillman, Esqr., whose seat is vacated by his acceptance of the
Command of the Garrison of Fort Hancock; that the said election be held on the 28th day of July
next.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour of Mr. Alderson Ellison.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1 May, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons.
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour of Robert Rowan, Esq.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1 May, 1778.
Read and concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour of Nicholas Long, Esq.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1 May, 1778. Read and concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message proposing to burn a certain sum of old Proc. therein mentioned,
to which we agree.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the report of the Committee appointed to examine the accounts of Robert
Rowan, Commissioner, &c. Concurred with.
At the same time received the report referred to in the above Message, and the resolve of this
House thereon.
Endorsed in the Senate, 1 May, 1778.
Concurred with.
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 6 o'clock.

Saturday, 2 May, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment.
Resolved, that Mr. Speaker issue a writ of election to the county of Bladen to elect one member
of this House in the room of Thomas Amis, whose seat is vacated by his acceptance of the
appointment of Contractor, &c.; that the said election be held on 25th day of May, instant.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House relative to the accounts of the
Commissary of Stores.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, as follows:
Resolved, that the accounts of the Commissary of Stores be referred to and settled by the
Governor and Council. Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate: Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to the c counts of the Commissary of
Stores. Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House relative to salt delivered sundry
persons.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, as follows:
Resolved, that Robert King William, William Graham and Martin Armstrong, former
Commissioners, do account for on oath and pay into the hands of General Rutherford the full
quantity of salt which they respectively received by order of Council from the hands of Mr.
Robert Rowan;
And resolved, also, that William Alston, former Commissary, pay to the commanding officer of
the County of Wake the quantity of salt which he received from said Mr. Robert Rowan.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to the salt delivered sundry persons.
Concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House relative to a mare and colt in the
possession of Thomas Hemphill.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message; and the
same being read was rejected.
The House adjourned till the first Monday in November next, then to meet in the town of
Hillsborough.
By order: John Hunt, Clerk.
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State of North Carolina.
In the House of Commons.
At a General Assembly begun and held at Hillsborough on the 8th day of August in, the year of
our Lord 1778, and in the third year of the Independence of the said State.
Being the second session of this Assembly, pursuant to a proclamation issued by His Excellency,
the Governor, summoning the General Assembly of the said State to meet at Hillsborough on the
first Monday in August, inst., and from thence prorogued de die in diem until the 8th, inst., when
the following members appeared and took their seats, (to-wit):
The Honorable Thomas Benbury, Esq., Speaker; Messrs. R. Cogdell, John Simpson, J. Williams
(Caswell), John Williams (Pitt), Wm. Courtney, Wm. McCauley, Jesse Cobb, Benjamin Doty,
Geo. Mitchell, Peter Mallett, Peter Farrow, Thos. Hicks, John Devane, Hardy Sanders, Adkin
McLemore, J. Whitaker, Geo. Davidson, Nathan Mayo, Simon Turner, Sam'l Cain, Alex. Clark,
Thos. Harvey, Willie Jones, David Wilson, Caleb Phifer, Arthur Cotton, Elisha Isaacs, Ben
Cleveland, Ben Hawkins, Robert Peoples, Robert Lindsay, Matt Brooks, William Gilbert and
James Williams.
The Sheriff of Edgecombe County certified that Jonas Johnston, Esp., was duly elected a
member to represent the said County in the House of Commons, whereupon the said Jonas
Johnston, Esq., appeared, was qualified and took his seat.
The Sheriff of Nash County certified that Thomas Hunter and Hardy Griffin, Esqs., were duly
elected members to represent the said County in the House of Commons, whereupon the said
Thos. Hunter and Hardy Griffin, Esqs., appeared, were qualified and took their seats.
The Sheriff of Pitt County certified that John Simpson, Esq., was duly elected a member to
represent the said County in the House of Commons, whereupon the said John Simpson, Esq.,
appeared, was qualified and took his seat.
The Sheriff of Brunswick County certified that Lewis Dupree and William Gause, Esquires,
were duly elected members to represent the said County in the House of Commons, whereupon
the
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-------------------- page 817 -------------------said Lewis Dupree and William Gause, Esquires, appeared, were qualified and took their seats.
The Sheriff of Bladen County certified that Benjamin Clark, Esq., was duly elected a member to
represent the said County in the House of Commons, whereupon the said Benjamin Clark, Esq.,
appeared and was qualified and took his seat.
The Sheriff of Rowan County certified that Moses Winsley and Matthew Locke, Esquires, were
duly elected members to represent the said County, and Matthew Troy, Esq., the town of
Salisbury, in the House of Commons, whereupon the said Moses Winsley, Matthew Locke and
Matthew Troy, Esquires, appeared, were qualified and took their seats.
Mr. William Hooper, the member for the town of Wilmington.
Mr. William Bryan, one of the members for Johnston County.
Mr. Frederick Miller, one of the members for Surry County.
Mr. Joseph Hardin, one of the members of Tryon County appeared, were qualified and took their
seats.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House acquaint you that they are ready to proceed upon public business.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Message addressed to His Excellency, the Governor,
informing him that the General Assembly are now met and ready to proceed on public business.
At the same time received the Message above mentioned, as follows:
To His Excellency, Richard Caswell, Esquire, Governor, Captain General, &c., &c.
Sir:—
The General Assembly being now met, acquaint your Excellency that they are ready to take such
matters into consideration as are necessary to be laid before them.
Concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have concurred with the Message of yours addressed to His Excellency, the
Governor, and have appointed Mr. John Williams to wait on His Excellency with same, with
such of your body as you may think proper to appoint for that purpose.
On motion, resolved, that the members of this present Assembly be allowed the sum of twenty
shillings for each day's traveling to, attending at and returning from the present session of
Assembly.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House for ascertaining the pay of the
members of the General Assembly.
The House adjourned till Monday morning 9 o'clock.

Monday, 10 Aug., 1778. The House met according to adjournment:
Mr. Egbert Haywood, one of the members for Halifax County.
Mr. Nathan Bryan, one of the members for Craven County.
Mr. Joshua Swain, one of the members for Tyrrell County.
Mr. James Hunter, one of the members for Guilford County and Mr. Thornton Yancey, one of
the members for Granville County appeared and took their seats.
The Sheriff of Orange County certified that Thomas Burke, Esq., was duly elected a member to
represent the said County in the House of Commons, whereupon the said Thomas Burke, Esq.,
appeared, was qualified and took his seat.
Resolved, that if any member of this House shall after appearance absent himself without
permissien of the House first had he shall be deemed guilty of a contempt, and shall forfeit his
wages from the commencement of the session until the expiration thereof, and shall be liable at
the discretion of the House to be sent for in custody and pay such cost and charges for the
attendance of the Messengers as this House shall think proper.
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To the Honorable the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina,
Gentlemen:—
In persuance of a resolve of the last Session of the General Assembly, I drew on the Continental
Treasury for five hundred thousand dollars, to be applied in raising and marching men to
complete the Continental Battalions belonging to this State and to other Continental purposes,
and in order to obtain the same in the most expeditious manner, sent Capt. Reading Blount (in
whose favour the Bills were drawn) to receive the same with letters to the Honorable, the
President of Congress and the Continental Treasury, requesting, in the most earnest manner, the
greatest dispatch to be given him, and to remove every doubt respecting the propriety and
necessity of so large a draught on the Treasury, I transmitted to Congress and the Treasury Board
Copies of the act of Assembly for raising men to complete our Battalions and of the resolve
impowering me to draw for that sum of money. Captain Blount proceeded directly to York Town
in Pennsylvania, where the Congress then sat, and delivered his dispatches. He was detained
three weeks and then dismissed with only one hundred thousand dollars with which he returned
and delivered the same to me, together with the Bills I had drawn in his favour; and although I
received a letter from the President of Congress, by Captain Blount, in which he says, “Capt.
Blount has been long detained by the Treasury but the multiplicity of Business there, I presume
has rendered an earlier dispatch impracticable,” I have no information either from Congress or
the Treasury, why my draught, in behalf of the State, was not answered or what sum had been
thought proper to be advanced to this State.
In this procedure of Congress and the Treasury Board, when they had every document necessary
to this business before them, and when I had been assured by one of the members of the
Honorable Congress that the sum of money drawn for that might be obtained within a week or
ten days, at farthest, after application to find so little attention paid to this State, I confess, I feel
myself much hurt, and consider it as derogatory to the dignity
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know not, unless it be the nonattendance of the delegates, for this State, in Congress. I take the
liberty of laying before you, for your better information in the premises, the bills in favour of
Captain Blount, and copies of my letters with a letter from the President, acknowledging the
receipt of them, and a letter I received from him by Captain Blount, the sum sent by Captain
Blount not being more than sufficient to pay the bounty of one thousand volunteers, when, at the
same time, Congress, in a letter, which I also received by Captain Blount, and which is likewise
laid before you, called upon this State to adopt the most effectual measures for speedily
reinforcing the Continental army with our quota of troops. This must be absolutely necessary that
the General Assembly should be convened as speedily as possible to take this important matter
into consideration.
Of the Troops raised under the late act of Assembly, many remain in this State, one Battalion
only having been compleated and ordered to march under the command of Col. Hogun.
The Congress having thought proper to reduce the Continental Battalions raised in this State, and
to require four Battalions to be filled up (and no more) on the new establishment in addition to
those now at Camp, I have directed a Board of Officers of the line to recommend proper persons
from among the officers now in the Continental service to be appointed to those Battalions, a list
of whom will be laid before you.
The General Assembly, at the last appointment of delegates to represent this State in Congress,
did not in the usual manner, vest them with powers to act separately, and of course the
commission which I issued in consequence of the appointment, could not take in, regularly,
greater powers than the Assembly had thought proper to grant. I lay before you Mr. Penn's letter,
which shows the necessity of an explanation of the Assembly's intentions, with respect to the
powers of the delegates, collectively and separatively. The person who brought me that letter is
now waiting for an answer, in order to enable me to give him dispatch, and an early
determination in this matter, is necessary.
I lay before you sundry letters and resolutiens of Congress, with other public papers and also the
Journals and proceedings of the
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James Iredell, Esquire, one of the Judges of the Superior Courts having resigned his
appointment, the Council of State thought proper to recommend Richard Henderson, Esquire, to
supply his place, but as such appointment could only continue to the end of the present Session, I
have not issued a commission, you will therefore, be pleased to appoint such Gentleman as you
may think proper to that office. Commissions in all other cases have issued agreeable to the
advice of the Council
I lay before you, a talk I received from Savanuca or the Raven of Chola, Chief of the Cherokee
Indians, with my answer and a copy of a proclamation respecting the Indian Boundaries, and also
letters from the Governor of Virginia, the President of South Carolina and Mr. Sharpe, one of our
Commissioners, which tend to demonstrate the necessity of holding a treaty with those Indians.
I also lay before you, a letter from the Governor of Virginia complaining of the conduct of the
naval officers of this State, in granting permits to vessels, to pass through the same to South
Quay in Virginia, and giving clearance to them when outward bound (after clearing out in this
State) and receiving fees for the same; to the end you may take such order thereon as you shall
think proper.
R. Caswell.
At the same time received the several letters, papers, resolutions of Congress, &c., &c., &c.,
referred to in the above Message, and the same being read, were ordered to be referred to joint
committees and sent to the Senate for approbation.
On motion, Resolved, that Mr. Hooper, Mr. Burke, Mr. Jones, Mr. J. Williams (Caswell), Mr.
Hawkins and Mr. Johnston, be a Committee on the part of this House, to act jointly with such
Gentlemen of the Senate as may be appointed to take into consideration the several letters to and
from the President of the Congress and the several resolutions thereof, &c.
That Mr. Wilson, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Nathan Bryan and Mr. John Simpson, be a
committee on the part of this House to act jointly with such Gentlemen of the Senate as may be
appointed to take into consideration the several letters, papers, &c., received from His
Excellency, the Governor, relative to Indian affairs.
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-------------------- page 822 -------------------That Mr. Mallett, Mr. Cogdell, Mr. Burke and Mr. Hooper, be a committee on the part of this
House to act jointly with such gentlemen of the Senate as may be appointed te take into
consideration the letter from the Govenor of Virginia to Governor Caswell, relative to the naval
officers of this State.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
Herewith you will receive a Message from His Excellency, the Governor, addressed to the
General Assembly, together with the several letters, papers, resolutions of Congress, &c., &c.,
&c., therein referred to, which this House have had under consideration and have thought proper
to refer the consideration of the several letters to and from the President of the Congress and the
several resolutions thereof, the several letters, papers, &c, received from His Excellency, the
Governor, relative to Indian affairs, and the letters from the Governor of Virginia to Governor
Caswell, relative to the naval officers of this State, to Joint Committees of the two Houses, and
have on our part appointed Mr. Hooper, Mr. Burke, Mr. Jones, Mr. J. Williams (Caswell), Mr.
Hawkins and Mr. Johnston, a committee to take under consideration the several letters to and
from the President of the Congress and the several resolutions thereof. Mr. Wilson, Mr. Gilbert,
Mr. Courtney, Mr. Nathan Bryan and Mr. John Simpson, a committee to take under
consideration the several letters, papers, &c., relative to Indian affairs. Mr. Mallett, Mr. Cogdell,
Mr. Burke and Mr. Hooper, a committee to take into consideration the letters from the Governor
of Virginia to Governor Caswell, relative to the naval officers of this State. You will also
herewith receive the Journals and proceedings of the Council of State, which we have had under
consideration.
The Sheriff of Tyrrell County certified that Mr. Benjamin Spruill, was duly elected a member to
represent the said County in the House of Commons, whereupon the said Mr. Benjamin Spruill
appeared, was qualified and took his seat.
The House adjourned till 3 o'clock P. M.
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The Sheriff of Granville certified that Thomas Person, Esq., was duly elected a member to
represent the said County in the House of Commons, whereupon the said Thomas Person, Esq.,
appeared, was qualified and took his seat.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House thinking that the Committees of Claims and Accounts are at present somposed of too
many members for the dispatch of business would wish to repeal the last appointment; and that a
Committee of Claims be appointed to consist of two and a Committee of Accounts of one
member of this House from each District, we have for that purpose on our part appointed Mr. T.
Harvey, Mr. Spruill, Mr. Yancey, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Jonas Johnston, Mr. Whitaker, Mr.
Mitchell, Mr. Dupree, Mr. Nathan Bryan, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Hunter and Mr. Wilson, as a
Committee of Claims and Mr. Person, Mr. Locke, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Turner, Mr. Mallett and Mr.
Cobb, as a Committee of Accounts, with such gentlemen of your House as you may think proper
to appoint for those purposes.
Received from His Excellency, the Governor, the following Message:
To the Honorable, the General Assembly,
Gentlemen:—
I send you a letter from the war office with other papers relating to Matthew Collins, a disabled
soldier, which I recommend to your consideration.
R. Caswell.
At the same time received the letter and other papers referred to in the above message, and the
same being read were ordered to be referred to a Joint Committee.
Resolved, that Mr. Courtney, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Winsley and Mr. Brooks, be a
committee on the part of this House to take the said letter and papers, &c., into consideration.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
Herewith you will receive a message from His Excellency, the Governor, addressed to the
General Assembly, together with sundry papers therein referred to, which we propose referring
to a Joint Committee, and have for that purpose on our part appointed Mr. Courtney, Mr.
Simpson, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Winsley and Mr. Brooks, a committee.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your message proposing to refer the consideration of the several letters to and
from the President of the Congress, and the several resolutions thereof, the several letters, papers,
&c., received from His Excellency, the Governor, relative to Indian affairs, and the letter from
the Governor of Virginia to Governor Caswell, relative to the naval officers of the State, to Joint
Committees, and have on our part apyointed Mr. Allen Jones, Mr. Benjamin Exum and Mr.
James Coor, a committee to act jointly with the gentlemen by you appointed to take into
consideration the letters to and from the President of Congress and the several resolutions
thereof; General Rutherford, Mr. Shepperd, Mr. Robertson and Mr. Davis, to act with the
gentlemen appointed by your House to take under consideration the several letters, papers, &c.,
relative to Indian affairs, and Mr. Respess, Mr. Owen and Mr. Saunders, to take under
consideration the letters from the Governor of Virginia to Governor Caswell, relative to the naval
officers of this State.
Resolved, that the House will on Wednesday next proceed to appoint persons to investigate the
public accounts of this State, &c.
Resolved, that Mr. Person, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Locke and Mr. Jones be a
Committee to examine the accounts of the paymaster General and report what monies are due
from the several continental recruiting officers raised in this State.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Tuesday, 11 Aug., 1778.
The House met according to adjournment.
The House Adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to Adjournment.
Received from His Excellency, the Governor, the following Message:
To the Honorable the General Assembly,
Gentlemen:—
Herewith you will receive a letter addressed to me by the Honorable the President of Congress,
with the minutes of Congress therein mentioned, a paper endorsed evidence and examination of
witnesses relative to Mr. Burke.
A letter from Thomas Burke, Esquire, to me, dated York, April 29th, 1778, and sundry other
papers on the same subject which are submitted to your consideration.
R. Cawell.
At the same time received the letter from the Honorable the President of Congress and the other
papers therein referred to; and the same being read were sent to the Senate, tegether with the
following Message.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
Herewith you will receive a Message from His Excellency, the Governor, addressed to the
General Assembly, together with the letter, &c., therein referred to.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message proposing to refer a Message from His Excellency, the
Governor, together with sundry other papers accompanying it to a Joint Committee, to which we
agree; and have on our part appointed Mr. Harris and Mr. Davis a Committee to act with the
gentlemen appointed by your House for that purpose.
Read the report of the Joint Committee of both Houses appointed to take into consideration
divers letters and messages, from and to the Continental Congress, and certain other papers
referred to the Assembly by His Excellency, the Governor.
Ordered that the same be recommitted and brought in tomorrow.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Your Message, together with a Message from His Excellency, the Governor, minutes of
Congress, &c., &c., therein mentioned we have received, and propose referring the consideration
thereof to a Joint Committee, and have on our part appointed Mr. Jones, Mr. Coor, Mr. Davis
and Mr. Rutherford a Committee to act jointly with such gentlemen as you may appoint for that
purpose.
Resolved, that Mr. Hooper, Mr. Person, Mr. Jones, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Jones, Mr. Johnston and
Mr. Locke, be a Committee to act with the gentlemen appointed by the Senate for the purpose
aforesaid.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received your Message proposing to refer certain minutes of Congress, &c.,
&c., to a Joint Committee with which we concur; and have for that purpose on our part appointed
Mr. Hooper, Mr. Person, Mr. Jones, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Johnston, and Mr. Locke a Committee.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Herewith you will receive a resolve of this House for paying a sum of money into the hands of
Thomas Owen, Esquire, for certain purposes therein mentioned.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
Herewith we return the resolve of your House for paying a sum of money into the hands of
Thomas Owen, Esq., for certain purposes.
Concurred with.
His Honor the Speaker laid before the House a letter from James Wallace, Quarter Master of
Salisbury District.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your perusal a letter from James Wallace, Quarter Master Salisbury
District.
Received from His Excellency, the Governor, the following Message:
To the Honorable the General Assembly:
Gentlemen:—
Herewith you will receive sundry returns made me by Colonel Chariol by which you will be
informed the state of his regiment and the expenditures on account of the same. Captain De
Cottineau furnished me with sundry accounts against the State for expences in erecting Fort
Hancock requiring payment or some voucher to ascertain his debt as he is about to leave the
Country. But the accounts being unsettled I beg leave to lay them, with the vouchers, before you
for consideration.
The General Assembly in December, 1777, by resolve, directed the Treasurers to pay into my
hands twenty-five thousand dollars which sum I have received and applied to the purposes
intended, it therefore becomes my duty to lay a state of the same before you, which I now do for
your approbation; and I have the pleasure to inform you that the several articles purchased for the
State have been sent on and a great part of them delivered to the Clothier General in
Pennsylvania.
I have laid before you, all public matters, proper for your consideration, that have come to my
hands, and intend leaving this town tomorrow, unless the General Assembly think there is
business of such importance to require a longer attendance.
R. Caswell.
At the same time received the returns of Colonel Chariol's regiment, sundry accounts of Capt. De
Cottineau's and the other papers referred to in the above Message:
Ordered that the same be referred to a Joint Committee and sent to the Senate for approbation.
Resolved, that Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Person, be a Committee on the part of this
House for the before mentioned purposes.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
Herewith you will receive a Message from His Excellency, the Governor, addressed to the
General Assembly, together with sundry papers, &c., therein referred to which we propose
referring to a Joint Committee; and have for that purpose on our part appointed Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williams and Mr. Person.
Resolved, that Mr. Simpson, Mr. Bryan, Mr. Jones, Mr. Locke, Mr. Williams (Caswell), Mr.
Courtney, Mr. Person and Mr. Hawkins, be a committee on the part of this House to act jointly
with such gentleman of the Senate as may be appointed to take into consideration the returns of
officers, &c., which were laid before the Assembly by His Excellency, the Governor, at the
beginning of the present Session and make report thereon.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Simpson, Mr. Bryan, Mr. Jones, Mr. Locke, Mr. Williams
(Caswell) Mr. Courtney, Mr. Person, and Hawkins, a Committee on their part to act jointly with
such gentlemen of the Senate as may be appointed to take into consideration the returns of
officers, &c., which were laid before the Assembly by His Excellency, the Governor, at the
beginning of the present Session.
At this critical and interesting period when the affairs of these United States, bear so promising
an appearance, and with wisdom in Council and valour in the field, will in all probability issue
happily, it is highly imcumbent on the good people of this State, that the representation in the
Continental Congress should be large enough to secure a constant attendance of members,
sufficient to co-operate with the delegates of the other States and to signify the assent of this
State to such measures as Congress in its wisdom may think fit to adopt. And as from the great
distance of North Carolina from the place where Congress has been heretofore held and is at
present sitting, frequent journeying thither is attended with almost insupportable fatigue, or the
members who have been detained there during the time of their appointment have undergone a
painful separation from their families, and their private business has been totally neglected, and
in some cases from
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this State continues so small, cannot be provided against; this State has, in some cases, been
totally without a Representative, much to the prejudice of its interest and rightful importance in
the Councils of America.
Resolved, therefore, that two members shall be added to the delegation of this State, who shall be
and continue in office the term of one year, unless sooner removed by the Assembly of this State;
of which five members, three, and no more, shall, unless prevented by unavoidable accidents,
attend the Councils of Congress, and any two of them present in Congress, shall have full power
and authority by their vote or assent to bind the inhabitants of this State, in all cases not
inconsistent with the Constitution thereof and its rights and priveledges as an independant
Sovereign People, and the instructions they shall receive from this State.
Resolved, that the delegates so attending in Congress shall, each and every of them, during their
stay where the Congress shall sit, and going thither and returning from thence, receive an
allowance at the rate of sixteen hundred pounds per annum for such portion of their year as they
shall be so imployed in the public service, and that the said five delegates, may in such manner
as shall best consist with their several and respective conveniences, settle by common consent
the rotation of duty, and be at Congress or at home as they can agree, provided such regulation
strictly consists with the nature and intentions of this appointment.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House for adding to the number of
delegates from this State in Congress.
The House adjourned till 4 o'clock, p. m.
The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. Robert Rowan, one of the members for Cumberland county, appeared and took his seat.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received and concurred with your Message and resolve relative to appointing two
additional Delegates to represent this State in Continental Congress, and propose that the General
Assembly proceed to ballot for two Gentlemen for that purpose at 5 o'clock this evening, and put
in nomination the Honorable Whitmell Hill and Thomas Burke, Esquires.
Orderded that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received and considered the Message of yours proposing to ballot at 5 o'clock
this evening for two additional delegates to represent this State in Congress, with which we
concur, and put in nomination the Honorable Whitmell Hill and Thomas Burke, Esquires.
We have appointed Mr. Hooper and Mr. Hawkins to superintend the balloting and propose that
the members of the Senate repair to and ballot in the Church.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received and considered your Message, together with the Message and other papers
from his Excellency, the Governor, which we have referred to Col. Martin and Mr. Respess, who
will act with the Gentlemen by your House appointed.
Ordered that Mr. Richard Cogdell have leave to absent himself from the service of the House for
the remaining part of the Session.
Mr. Hooper and Mr. Hawkins, who were appointed on the part of this House to superintend the
balloting for two additional Delegates to represent this State in Congress, reported that the two
Houses of the General Assembly had agreeable to order proceeded to ballot for two additional
delegates and after examining the poll find that the Honorable Whitmell Hill and Thomas Burke,
Esqrs., were elected by the almost unanimous vote thereof.
The House taking the said report into consideration, concurred therewith.
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To His Excellency, Richard Caswell, Esquire, Governor, Captain Genl., &c., &c.
Sir:—
The General Assembly have made choice of Whitmell Hill and Thomas Burke, Esquires, as
Delegates to represent this State, together with John Penn, Cornelius Harnett and John Williams,
who have been heretofore appointed for that purpose.
We transmit your Excellency with this the resolution upon which this measure is grounded that
you may proceed to carry the intentions of the Assembly into execution with as much expedition
as its importance requires.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Message addressed to His Excellency, the Governor:
Mr. Hooper moved for leave and presented a Bill to repeal part of an act entitled an act allowing
salaries to the Governor, Secretary, Delegates, Treasurers and Members of the Council of State
and other purposes, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table, where it was again
read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your message referring the consideration of the returns of the officers, &c.,
which were laid before the Assembly by His Excellency, the Governor, at the beginning of the
present session to a Joint Committee, and have on our part appointed Mr. Graham, Mr. Rhodes,
Mr. Birdsong, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Martin and Mr. Shepperd, a committee to act with the gentlemen
by you appointed for that purpose.
The several matters to this day referred, being postponed,
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning, 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to adjournment.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This accompanies a resolve of this House which we send for your concurrence impowering the
County Courts or any three Justices of any of the respective counties within this State, to cause
the Colonel or Commanding officer of this County to order out a sufficient number of Militia to
compel Tories or other disorderly people of their County to a due observance of the laws.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above message, and the
same being read was ordered to be referred to a Joint Committee.
Resolved, that Mr. Locke, Mr. Person, Mr. Hunter and Mr. Johnston, be a committee on the part
of this House to take into consideration the above mentioned resolve, that they also inquire into
the conduct of certain prisoners in Guilford County who have broke their parole to the
Northward.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the resolve and message of yours impowering the County Courts or
any three Justices of any one of the respective counties within this State to do certain things
therein mentioned, with which we cannot concur, but propose that the consideration thereof be
referred to a Joint Committee; and have for that purpose on our part appointed Mr. Locke, Mr.
Person, Mr. Hunter and Mr. Johnston, a committee. We also propose that they inquire into the
conduct of certain prisoners of war in Guilford County who have broke their parole of honor to
the Northward.
Received from His Excellency, the Governor, the following Message:
To the Honourable, the General Assembly,
Gentlemen:—
Herewith I lay a letter before you from Col. Thomas Whitmell, resigning his Military
appointment and recommending gentlemen to be appointed field officers to the Bertie Regiment;
also Colonel
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that Col. William Lord, and Lieutenant Colonel Lewis Dupree have resigned their respective
appointments.
You will therefore be pleased to supply those vacancies by new appointments.
R. Caswell.
At the same time received the papers, &c., referred to in the above message, which were read
and ordered to be sent to the Senate, together with the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
Herewith you will receive a message from his Excellency, the Governor, addressed to the
General Assembly with the papers therein referred to.
The Bill to repeal part of an act entitled an act allowing salaries to the Governor, Secretary,
Delegates, Treasurers and Members of the Council of State and other purposes, was read the
second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Stephen Miller, one of the members for Anson County, appeared and took his seat.
Mr. Ashe treasurer of the Southern District, having represented to the House that the Sheriff of
Brunswick County in the year 1773 collected the public tax for that year and paid the same into
his hands, and that the said tax was not collected in any other County; and further that the same
Sheriff collected only four shillings as the public tax for 1774, when five shillings and four pence
was collected in the other counties in this State,
Resolved, therefore, that Mr. Ashe be and he is directed to refund the tax for 1773 to the Sheriff
aforesaid, retaining only one shilling and four pence in each levy for the deficiency of 1774.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House for certain purposes therein
mentioned.
Mr. Isaac Sessums, one of the members for Edgecombe County, appeared and took his seat.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
It having been represented to this House, that Mr. William Gilbert, in the settlement of his
accounts in the Commissary Department, hath made divers erroneous charges, &c., this House
have appointed Mr. Stone and Mr. Coor to act as a Committee with such of your House as you
may appoint to re-examine the accounts of Mr. Gilbert, and make report, together with his
conduct touching the same.
Resolved, that Mr. Locke, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Person and Mr. Hawkins, be a
Committee on the part of this House, to act jointly with the Committee appointed of the Senate
for the purposes above mentioned.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received your Message appointing a Committee to re-examine the accounts of
Mr. Gilbert, and have appointed Mr. Locke, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Person, and Mr.
Hawkins, a Committee who will act jointly with the gentlemen by you appointed for the purpose
therein mentioned.
Mr. Hooper moved for leave and presented a Bill for levying a tax by assessment and other
purposes, which he read in his place and deliverd in at the table, where it was again read, passed,
and sent to the Senate.
Read the petitions of Philip Alston and John Hinton, Esquires.
Resolved, that the same be referred to a Joint Committee of both Houses; that Mr. Person, Mr.
Wm. Bryan, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Whitaker and Mr. Jones be a Committee on the part of this House
to take the same into consideration.
Ordered that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send you the petitions of Philip Alston and John Hinton, Esquires, the consideration
of which we propose referring to a Joint Committee; and have for that purpose appointed Mr.
Person, Mr. Wm. Bryan, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Whitaker and Mr. Jones a Committee on our part.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
With this you will receive a resolve of this House impowering Colonel Ebenezer Folsom to sell
the public guns now in his hands unfit for service.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering Colonel Ebenezer Folsom to sell
certain guns.
Concurred with.
The House proceeded to the order of the day, whereupon resolved that Mr. Person, Mr. Jones,
Mr. Hooper, Mr. Simpson and Mr. Rowan be a Committee to examine the public accounts so far
as they are settled and make report thereon tomorrow.
Mr. Hooper moved for leave and presented a Bill to amend an act, passed in the last Session of
this present Assembly, entitled an act to alter the terms for holding the several Superior Courts,
of Law, and for better arranging the County Courts within this State, which he read in his place
and delivered in at the table, where it was again read, passed, and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Hooper moved for leave, and presented a Bill to make provision for the recovery of debts
due to the United States, or any of them, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table,
where it was again read, passed, and sent to the Senate.
Resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor, be, and he is hereby impowered to appoint persons
in different parts of the State, to purchase provisions and cloathing, of every kind, at the lowest
prices at which they can be obtained, if it shall appear to him to be necessary for the use of the
Continental Army, and to grant warrants on the Treasury, in favour of such persons, taking
security for due application of the monies, for such sums as may be requisite for the purpose
aforesaid; and if any person or persons having more provisions or materials for cloathing than
may be necessary for their use or family consumption shall refuse to sell
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Excellency, shall have full power and authority to seize the same for the use of the Continent and
they shall grant certificates to the owners specifying the quantity and quality of the articles, that
they may obtain payment at the next Session of General Assembly, provided that the persons so
appointed shall not seize any goods imported by foreigners, while such goods actually remain the
property of such Foreigners.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
At the last Session of General Assembly there was a resolve passed much to the purport of the
one herewith sent for your concurrence.
His Excellency, the Governor, informed one of the members of this House that it was necessary
there should be some alteration made therein, in order that he may be the better able to comply
with the order of the Assemby.
Mr. Charles McLean, one of the members for Burke County, appeared, was qualified and took
his seat.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to the tax, for 1773, collected in
Brunswick County.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
Mr. Hooper, from the Joint Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into consideration
divers letters and Messages, from and to the Continental Congress, and certain other papers,
referred to the Assembly, by His Excellency, the Governor, beg leave to report as follows:
That this State stands indebted to sundry persons in large sums
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of the Continental Congress to re inforce the Continental Army, and that this State has pledged
the public faith for the payment of the same.
That the Treasury of this State is at this time exhausted, and that the means of obtaining a supply
without a further provision by the Legislature are distant and uncertain and that therefore there is
an absolute necessity to emit a sum of money equal to the pressing present exigency.
That the present depreciation of our money is in great measure owing to the quantity of
counterfeit money which has been so well executed as to deceive the most skilful, and thereby
has been drawn into circulation in common with the currency of the State and scarce
distinguishable therefrom. That the money emitted under the authority of Congress since our war
with Great Britain has been in some degree prejudiced by an invidious and injurious distinction
made by the disaffected favorable to what is commonly called old money and which from their
obstinate prejudices in favor of a Government their adherance to which can no longer support
them and which only proves their obstinacy, and its hostility is by them preferred to the currency
which has the credit of our present happy Constitution to support it.
For these reasons your committee recommend that the sum of two hundred and twenty thousand
pounds be emitted in bills of credit for the payment of the debt which this State is bound in honor
immediately to discharge, your committee presuming that such sum will be fully equal to that
purpose. That the further sum of six hundred and thirty thousand pounds be emitted to redeem
the whole of the currency which is at present circulating in the State, the committee supposing
that the last named sum may be equal to the redemption as well of the monies emitted under the
authority of Great Britain as of this State since the origin of that controversy which has happily
terminated in our total separation from it.
That of the sum recommended to be emitted four hundred thousand pounds should be emitted in
bills of five hundred dollars each, and the remaining sum of four hundred and fifty thousand
pounds in bills of various denominations to answer the purpose of small demands and ready
change, to which the last sum will be fully equal
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will be less in circulation and the redundancy of our paper credit being less familiar and
conspicuous, it will have a smaller tendency to weaken the credit of it and yet will effectually
answer the purposes of men of property, and to perform the larger engagements of trade.
That the Bills emitted be struck in a printing press and not in a rolling press as impressions of the
former are less capable of being emitted to produce deception than of the latter and
counterfeiting will thereby be in some degree discouraged.
That the Bills emitted under the British Government and by the authority thereof shall be held
irredeemable and that the credit of the State shall not be pledged for them after the first day of
Jauary, 1778.
That the Bills emitted under the authority of Congress since our war with Britain shall be paid in
to the public Treasury before the first day of May or be held irredeemable.
The House taking the said report into consideration,
Resolved that they do concur therewith except the seventh section which relates to the
denomination of the Bills to be emitted.
Ordered that the foregoing report of the committee and concurrence of this House thereon,
together with the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence the report of the Joint Committee appointed to take into
consideration divers, letters and Messages from and to the Continental Congress, and certain
other papers referred to the Assembly by His Excellency, the Governor.
Concurred with by this House except the seventh section.
This House Adjourned till 4 o'clock, p. m.
The House met according to Adjournment.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We concur with the House of Commons in referaing the consideration of the behavior of the
disaffected persons in the several
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Rutherford and Col. Martin, on the part of this House.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have appointed Mr. Kenan, Mr. Davis and Mr. Edward Jones, to act with the gentlemen
appointed by the House of Commons to take into consideration the petitions of Col. Philip
Alston and John Hinton.
Mr. William McCauley has leave to absent himself from the service of the House until Monday
next.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Herewith you will receive the report of the Joint Committee on Indian affairs, which this House
have considered and concurred with.
At the same time received the report referred to in the above Message, as follows:
The Joint Committee, appointed by both Houses to take under consideration the several letters
and papers received from His Excellency, the Governor, relative to the Cherokee Indians, being
met, and having chosen General Rutherford, Chairman, beg leave to report as follows:
It appears to your Committee by the complaints of the said Indian that trespasses have been
committed on the lands within their hunting grounds, which if not timely prevented may involve
this State in a second war with the said nation, and as your Committee conceive that the most
effectual method to remove the jealouses now subsisting among the said Indians, would be to
pass a Law, this present Assembly, impowering the Attorney General of this State to prosecute
all offenders, which may trespass or commit any depredations on the said Indians, and that no
person in this State be suffered to trade or traffick with the said Indians unless they first obtain a
licence for so doing from the Judges of the Superior Courts of this State, and that His
Excellency, the Governor, be requested to write to Governors of the States of Virginia and South
Carolina to use their influence in procuring acts, to prevent persons from their States trading with
the said Indians
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the many abuses which at present prevail. Your Committee, also recommend it to the General
Assembly as their opinion that His Excellency, the Governor, be requested to transmit the
substance of such act of Assembly when passed, in a talk to be presented to the Chiefs or head
men, of the middle and valley settlements, of the Cherokees, by Colonel Charles McDowell and
Major Charles Robertson, in which talk His Excellency, the Governor, will be pleased to assure
the Indians that this State will be ready at all times to hear their complaints, and redress their
grievances, and in return expect and hope that the strictest harmony and friendship may subsist
between the said Indians and the good people of this State.
Your Committee are also of opinion that the superintendant of Indian Affairs cannot render that
service to this State that might be expected unless he resides in the Indian Nation.
Therefore it recommend to the General Assembly that Mr. James Robertson, the Superintendant,
be directed to reside in the said Cherokee Nation during his continuance in office.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the report of the Joint Committee on Indian Affairs.
Concurred with by this House.
Read the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Rowan County complaining of the conduct of
Colonel Francis Locke.
Ordered that the said petition be referred to the Joint Committee appointed to take into
consideration the petition of Philip Alston and John Hinton, Esquires.
Ordered that Mr. Winslow be added to the said Committe.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
Herewith you will receive the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Rowan County, which
we propose referring to the Committee appointed to take into consideration the petitions of
Philips Alston and John Hinton, Esquires, and have added Moses Winsley, Esquire, to the
Committee.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to His Excellency, the Governor,
appointing persons to purchase cloathing.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
Mr. Solomon Shepperd, one of the members for Carteret County, and Mr. Richard Clinton, one
of the members for Duplin County, appeared and took their seats.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House propose if agreeable to the House of Commons to ballot tomorrow at 12 o'clock in
the church for the place and time of holding the next Session of the General Assembly for a
Judge of the Superior Court in the room of James Iredell, Esq.,resigned,for for a Judge of the
Court of Admiralty for Port Bath; for two members of the Council of State, in the room of
William Haywood and Richard Henderson, Esquires, who decline acting and put the towns of
Halifax, Newberne, Hillsborough and Salisbury; and the first Monday in January next in
nomination for the time and place for the Assembly to sit; for a Judge of the Superior Court,
Richard Henderson, for a Judge of the Court of Admiralty for Port Bath, Samuel Willis; for
members for Council of State, John Simpson and Frederick Jones, Esquires, and General
William Bryan.
This House have appointed Mr. Coor, and Mr. Exum to superintend the balloting. Should your
House accede to this measure you will signify the same by Message.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received and considered the Message of yours proposing to ballot tomorrow at
12 o'clock for the place at which and the time when the next Session of Assembly shall be held;
for a Judge of the Superior Court, in the room of James Iredell, Esquire, resigned; for a Judge of
the Court of Admirality for Port Bath

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 842 -------------------for two members of the Council of State in the room of William Haywood and Richard
Henderson, Esquires, with which we concur and put the towns of Halifax, New Berne,
Hillsborough, and Salisbury in nomination for the place at which, and Monday, the 23rd
November, the time when the next Session of Assembly shall be held; for a Judge of the Superior
Court Richard Henderson, Esquire; for a Judge of the Court of Admiralty for Port Bath Samuel
Willis Esquire; for members of the Council of State John Simpson and Frederick Jones, Esquires,
and General William Bryan.
The House adjourned till Monday 8 o'clock.

Friday, 14 August, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This accompanys a resolve of this House for rescinding a resolve passed last Session of
Assembly for supplying the army with cloathing, and expect your concurrence thereto.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message; as follows:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Whereas, provision hath been made in this present Session of Assembly for procuring cloathing
for the Continental Soldiers raised by this State,
Resolved, that the Resolutions of the General Assembly, passed at Newberne the thirtieth of
April last, for supplying the Army with cloathing, &c., be rescinded, and it is hereby rescinded
accordingly.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House for rescinding a certain resolve therein mentioned.
Concurred with.
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to represent the said county in the House of Commons.
Whereupon, the said Abner Nash, Esquire, appeared, was qualified, and took his seat.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons.
You will herewith receive the report of the Committee appointed to take into consideration
sundry Letters and Dispatches from and to the Continental Congress, &c.
Concurred with as by your House.
At the same time received the report of the Committee referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed, read and concurred with as by the House of Commons.
The Bill, to amend an act passed in the last Session of this present Assembly entitled an act to
alter the times for holding the several Superior Courts of law, and for better arranging the county
Courts in this State, was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Committee appointed to take into their consideration divers letters and papers containing a
charge in behalf of the Continental Congress against Thomas Burke one of the Delegates of this
State, together with Mr. Burke's statement of facts and observations offered to the Assembly, in
justification of himself, beg leave to report that upon an attentive and dispassionate revisal of the
subject matter proposed to them, they observe with extreme concern that it originated from a
circumstance so trivial in itself that nothing but the consideration, which Congress, during a
debate of near fifteen days, bestowed upon it, could have swelled it into the importance which at
present it assumes.
That the indignity which Mr. Burke is accused of having offered to Congress, if any indignity
has been intended by him, must have been to the individuals and not Congress, as such, as the
criminalty alledged is said to consist principally in Mr. Burke's having withdrawn himself and
thereby broke up the Congress and prevented their proceeding in the public business.
That the expression charged by Congress to have been made use
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manners and refined politeness, but considered as the sudden unpremiditated effusion of fatigue
and indisposition made after a debate which had continued the greatest part of a day until 10
o'clock in the evening in which the passions had been much interested and agitated and both the
mind and body almost exhausted, it will not justify any asperity of animadversion. Intended, as
Mr. Burke alledged it was, for a private gentleman from whom he supposed the Message had
been addressed to him, it was not a matter in which the honor of the public Council was
concerned, but supposing the possibility of a contempt to Congress, when Congress did not exist
Mr. Burke's repeated declarations that he had no such design should have removed every cause
of complaint on that score.
But as the consequences which this incident led to are of a nature much more interesting than the
occasion of them and require that the Assembly should immediately act upon a question of such
capital magnitude.
Your committee further report that the powers assumed in the case of Mr. Burke, and maintained
by Congress as their right are such as this State can never concede to them without relaxing their
own Independence and giving up the exclusive control which they have over their
Representatives in Congress.
That this State has a right and will be ever ready when the occasion requires it, to control,
censure, punish and remove their members; and should Congress arrogate to itself these, or any
part of these powers, there is no line described when and to what extent this authority might be
exercised.
It may be stretched to defeat the Independence of this State, to an invasion of its internal policy
and to the total destruction of its due weight in the Councils of the United States.
That altho' evils like these are not to be apprehended from the gentlemen who at present
compose that respectable body, altho their wisdom and integrity guard them from every
suspicion of extending their doctrines to baneful practices, yet these gentlemen share in the
common frailties of nature and must quit the stage of life and their places in Congress to men
who may be disposed to improve dangerous precedents to tyrannical purposes and wield a
weapon which has been innocent in the hands of their predecessors to the destruction of the good
people of the United States.
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to attempt to suppress the freedom of debate in any representative of a State who should heartily
stand forth in support of the rights of his constituents and proceed even to censure and punish at
their sovereign will and pleasure, the member thus in the way of the views of a combined
majority may be shut out from a share in the public Councils and his Judges, who in this case
would be Judges party and executioners, would be at large to do an irreparable injury to his
constituents who no longer would have any share in controlling their operations.
The Assembly of this State will be ever ready to open their ears to the complaints of Congress
against their members and punish their guilt, when established, with impartial severity. They are
very sensible that rules of decorum may be necessary in the best regulated Assemblies. That
these must be relaxed or straightened as the members who are subjected to them observe, with
respect to each other, an habitual practice of good manners and reciprocal civility. That they
have the fullest confidence that the members of this State will not be deficient in this respect, but
will unite with their brother Delegates to strengthen that happy bond of harmony in private
intercourse and in the public Councils which has advanced the affairs of America to their present
prosperous situation and holds forth such a promising prospect of a happy conclusion.
William Hooper,
Chairman.
The House taking the said report into consideration,
Resolved, that they do concur therewith.
Ordered that the above report be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence the report of the Joint Committee appointed to take into
consideration divers letters and papers containing a charge in behalf of the Continental Congress
against Thomas Burke, Esq., one of the Delegates of this State.
Concurred with by this House.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message referring a petition of a number of the inhabitants of Rowan
County to the committee appointed to take into consideration the petition of Philip Alston and
John Hinton, Esquires, to which we agree; and have also referred the consideration thereof to the
said committee.
Resolved, that Mr. Person and Mr. Hawkins, be appointed to superintend the balloting for the
adjournment of the Assembly, a Judge of the Superior Court and for the Court of Admiralty for
Port Bath, and two Councillors.
Read the petition of Mrs. Martha Gilchrist, wife of Mr. Thomas Gilchrist.
Ordered that the same be referred to a Joint Committee of both Houses. That Mr. Locke, Mr.
Courtney, Mr. Nash, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Person, Mr. Doty, Mr. Johnston and Mr.
Bryan, be a committee on the part of this House for that purpose.
Ordered that the above mentioned petition be sent to the Senate, together with the following
Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
Herewith you will receive the petition of Mrs. Martha Gilchrist, wife of Mr. Thomas Gilchrist,
which we propose referring to a Joint Committee of both Houses, and have for that purpose on
our part appointed Mr. Locke, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Nash, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Person,
Mr. Doty, Mr. Johnston and Mr. Bryan, a committee.
Read the petition of the United Brethren, otherwise called Moravians.
Ordered that the same be referred to a Joint Committee of both Houses. That Mr. Courtney, Mr.
Nash, Mr. Brooks, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Williams (Caswell), Mr. Bryan, Mr. Sessums, Mr. Person,
Mr. McLean and Mr. Whitaker, be a committee on the part of this House for that purpose.
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Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
Herewith you will receive the petition of the United Brethren otherwise called Moravians, which
we propose referring to a Joint Committee of both Houses, and have for that purpose on our part
appointed Mr. Courtney, Mr. Nash, Mr. Brooks, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Williams (Caswell), Mr.
Bryan, Mr. Sessums, Mr. Person, Mr. McLean and Mr. Whitaker, a committee.
Read the petition of a number of the people called Nicholites.
Ordered that the same be referred to the Joint Committee appointed to take into consideration the
petition of the United Brethren, otherwise called Moravians.
Ordered that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
Herewith you will receive the petition of a number of the people called Nicholites, which we
propose referring to a Joint Committee appointed to take into consideration the petition of the
United Brethren or otherwise called Moravians.
On reading the petion of Jonathan Dunbibbin, Esq., and other papers relative thereto,
Resolved, that he be allowed the sum of twenty four pounds for that sum allowed him by the
Congress held at Halifax, December, 1776, for which allowance he never received a warrant on
the Treasury;
That the Treasurers or either of them pay him the same and be allowed, &c.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favour of Jonathan Dunbibbin,
Esquire.
Mr. Johnston moved for leave and presented a Bill for emitting eight hundred and fifty thousand
pounds in Bills of credit for discharging the debts incurred by this State in raising men to reinforce the battalions belonging to this State in the Continental Army, and calling in all former
emissions and other purposes,
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to the Senate.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We propose that Mr. Hooper, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Person, Mr. Nash, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Locke and
Mr. Jones, with such of the members of your House as you may think proper to appoint be a
Committee to ascertain the denominations of the several Bills of credit to be emitted under the
authority of an act to be passed by the present General Assembly.
The Joint Committee of both Houses appointed to examine the several papers and make an
arrangement of the officers to Command the battalions to be filled up out of the new levies in
this State, having met and chosen General Parsons Chairman beg leave to report as follows:
It appears to your Committee that in consequence of orders from His Excellency, the Governor, a
board of Continental officers hath been held at Halifax and Moores Creek, and have
recommended Field Officers, Captain and Subalterns to take the Command of four battalions to
be fitted up out of the new levies raised in virture of an act of the last Assembly which
arrangment and recommendation of the said board of Officers, your Committee are of opinion
should take place and to which they beg leave to refer.
Your Committee further report as their opinion that the supernumerary Continental Officers
remaining should be discharged reserving to such reduced officers the right of perferment
according to rank whenever a vacancy may happen, and that the militia Captain commanding the
new levies shall take rank and continue with their companies agreeable to law unless where such
Captains may have a less number than a full Company in which case such companies to be
joined to others in the same circumstances and one Captain to take Command. This arrangement
to be made by the said Captains and the men under their Command without the interposition of
the Continental offiers, and that it is the opinion of your Committee that the Captains of the said
new raised levies after such arragements shall command the Continental Lieutenants, and have a
right to sit in Court Martials on the trials of the said new raised levies.
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Salisbury and Hillsborough and have received information that a number also is now collected at
Halifax and in Duplin County. Upon the whole your Committee are of opinion that the new
raised levies together with such Continental soldiers as are now in this State on duty are fully
sufficient to compleat the four battalions to be raised agreeable to the resolve of the Continental
Congress which is submitted.
Thomas Person,
Chairman.
The House taking the said report into consideration concurred therewith, except that part
reserving to such reduced officers the right of preferment according to rank whenever a vacancy
may happen.
Ordered that the above report be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence the report of the Joint Committee appointed to examine
the several papers and make an arrangement of the officers to command the batallions to be filled
up out of the new levies, &c.
Concurred with by this House with the alterations thereunto annexed.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have considered of your resolve for ascertainig the pay of the members of the Assembly, but
cannot concur therewith, and propose that the pay of the members be fixed at four dollars per day
for this Session, thinking that sum to be nearer the expence the members are at.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the Message of yours proposing that the members of this Assembly be
allowed four dollars per day for their attendance on this session, with which we concur.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received the Message of your House proposing that the petition of Mrs. Martha
Gilchrist be referred to a Joint Committee to which we agree and have for that purpose on our
part appointed General Rutherford, Mr. Martin, Mr. Kitchen, Mr. Edward Jones, Mr. Coor and
Mr. Exum a Committee who will act jointly with the gentlemen by you nominated for that
purpose.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your messages, together with the petitions of the Moravians and Nicholites
and have appointed General Rutherford, Mr. Battle, Colonel Martin, Mr. Joseph Jones, Mr. Stone
and Mr. Coor to act with the gentlemen appointed by your House to take into consideration the
said petition.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour of Jonathan Dunbibbin, Esq.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Read and concurred with.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
You will herewith receive a resolve of this House relative to Entry Takers and Sheriffs who
have, agreeable to resolve of Assembly, advanced monies for the payment of the soldiers lately
raised by this State.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to Entry Takers and Sheriffs who have,
agreeable to resolve of Assembly, advanced monies for the payment of Soldiers lately raised by
this State, &c. Concurred with.
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balloting for the time and the place where the next Session of the General Assembly shall be
held, for a Judge of the Superior Court, and of the Court of Admiralty for Port Bath, and two
Councillors in the room of William Haywood and Richard Henderson, Esquires, reported as
follows:
That the next Session of General Assembly is to be held at Halifax on the first Monday in
January next; that Richard Henderson, Esquire, is appointed one of the Judges of the Superior
Courts; Samuel Willis, Esquire, Judge of the Court of Admiralty for Port Bath, and General
William Bryan and John Simpson, Esquire, members of the Council of State, by a majority of the
votes of the two Houses of Assembly.
The House taking the said Report into consideration, concurred therewith.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Saturday, 15 August, 1778.
The House met according to adjournment.
Resolved, that Mr. James Green, Jr., be allowed the sum of one hundred pounds for correcting
and revising the Journal of the House of Commons for May Session, 1777, he having produced a
receipt from the public Printer of having received the said revised Journal; that the Treasurers or
either of them pay him the same and be allowed.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favour of Mr. James Green,
Jun.
Mr. Luke Boyer, one of the members for Washington county, appeared and took his seat.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message relative to the appointment of a Committee for ascertaining the
denomination of the Bills of Credit now to be emitted, and have for that purpose appointed Mr.
Speaker, Genl. Rutherford and Mr. Coor to act with the Gentlemen by you appointed.
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a resolve of this House relative to Mr. James Roper, Contractor for Salisbury District.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message. Concurred
with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate: Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Senate: We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to Mr. James Roper, contractor,
&c. Concurred with.
The Bill to amend and explain an act establishing officers for receiving entries of Claims for
Lands in the several counties within this State, for ascertaining the method of obtaining Titles to
the same and for other purposes therein mentioned, was read the first time, passed and sent to the
Senate.
Mr. Hawkins, from the Joint Committee appointed to ascertain the denominations of the several
Bills of Credit now to be emitted, &c., reported as follows:
That it is the opinion of the Committee that the Bills to be emitted be of the following
denominations, viz:
2,500 Bills of 100 Dollars each 250,000 Dollars £100,000
5,000 “
“ 50 “
“
250,000 “
100,000
3,125 “
“ 40 “
“
125,000 “
50,000
10,000 “
“ 25 “
“
250,000 “
100,000
12,500 “
“ 20 “
“
250,000 “
100,000
50,000 “
“ 10 “
“
500,000 “
200,000
50,000 “
“ 5
“
“
250,000 “
100,000
12,500 “
“ 4
“
“
50,000 “
20,000
25,000 “
“ 2
“
“
50,000 “
20,000
50,000 “
“ 1
“
“
50,000 “
20,000
100,000 “
“ ½ “
“
50,000 “
20,000
100,000 “
“ ¼ “
“
25,000 “
10,000
100,000 “
“ ⅛ “
“
12,500 “
5,000
200,000 “
“ 1/16 “
“
12,500 “
5,000
The House taking the said Report into consideration, Resolved, that they do concur therewith.
Ordered that the said report be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message: Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence the report of the Joint Committee appointed to ascertain
the denominations of the several Bills of Credit to be emitted. Concurred with by this House.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House for appointing a Contractor in
Hillsboro District.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate, referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was rejected.
The Bill for emitting eight hundred and fifty thousand pounds in Bills of Credit for discharging
the Debt incurred by this State in raising men to reinforce the Battalions belonging to this State,
in the Continental Army, for calling in all former emissions and other purposes, was read the
second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to make provision for the recovery of Debts due to the United States or any of them,
was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to repeal part of an act entitled an act allowing Salaries to the Governor, Secretary,
Delegates, Treasurers and members of the Council of State and other purposes, was read the
third time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Read the petition of Margaret Cotton, of Anson county, praying, &c. Ordered that the same be
rejected.
Whereas, it hath been represented to this House that Mr. Chas Bondfield, of Edenton, who was
by the General Assembly in their last Session impowered to sell the Armed Brigantine
Pennsylvania Farmer, did on the thirtieth day of May last, expose to public sale the said
Brigantine, which was cried out by John Blackburn on Mr. Joseph Hewes, after which Mr.
Hewes denied having bid the sum at which she was cried out.
Resolved, therefore, that the said Mr. Bondfield and John Blackburn be, and they are hereby
cited to attend on the General Assembly at their next Session to give further information relative
thereto.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House citing Mr. Charles Bondfield
and John Blackburn to attend on the General Assembly for certain purposes therein mentioned.
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Stores belonging to the United States.
Resolved, that Colo. Nicholas Long and Colo. John Geddy be appointed Commissioners with
power to puchase one lot in the said town or two if necessary and to contract with workmen to
erect and cause to be erected a proper building for the purpose aforesaid, and that they be
instructed to lay before the General Assembly at their next Session their proceedings herein, that
provision may be made for defraying the expence attending the same.
We herewith return the Report of the Committee appointed to ascertain the denominations of the
several Bills of Credit. Concurred with by this House.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour of James Green, Esq. Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message. Endorsed.
Concurred with.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the report of the Committee for settling the arrangement of the officers to
command the Battalions belonging to this State to be filled out of the new raised levies.
Concurred with as by the House of Commons.
At the same time received the report of the Committee referred to in the above Message.
Endorsed. Concurred with as by the House of Commons.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favour of Major William Polk.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was rejected.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to Mr. John Sevier.
Concurred with.
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Read and concurred with.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House requiring Mr. Charles Bondfield and Mr. John
Blackburn to attend the General Assembly at their next Session.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
The Bill for making two Medicinal Springs in Rowan and Burke Counties and the lands adjacent
thereto public property, was read the first time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Hooper moved for leave and presented a Bill to establish a Court of Chancery and Equity in
the State of North Carolina and to regulate the mode of proceeding therein, which he read in his
place and delivered in at the table, where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Ordered that Mr, Gilbert have leave to absent himself from the presence of the House until
Monday next.
The Joint Committee of both Houses appointed to re-examine the accounts formerly allowed to
William Gilbert, commissary of Tryon County, having met and chosen Mr. Person, Chairman,
beg leave to report as follows:
It appearing to your committee that Mr. William Gilbert, at April and May session, 1777, was
allowed among other claims a charge for cash paid John Morris for three days' waggon hauling
provisions amounting to three pounds, and that by the deposition of said John Morris, taken the
23 day of July, 1778, it appears that said Morris applied to Mr. Gilbert, who agreed to pay him
fifteen shillings, alleging that was all the public allowed, and that Morris refused, since which on
the 1st August, 1778, the said Gilbert settled with Morris as per receipt filed with your
committee.
That also in a charge made and allowed Mr. Gilbert for rations furnished Captain Harding, there
appears a manifest error of 2,631 rations overcharged; that Harding's receipt was given for 5,071
rations when in fact only 2440 rations were delivered, and upon

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 856 -------------------examination of the accounts of William Alston, former commisioner, it appears that the whole of
the rations which were delivered to Captain Harding were allowed Mr. Alston at the Congress at
Halifax, so that the public is injured 5,071 rations in this article of Mr. Gilbert's accounts,
amounting at 10 shillings per ration to the sum of 211 pounds five shillings and ten pence.
It also appears to your committee that Mr. Gilbert as a Justice of the Peace took and subscribed
the probate of an account of John Potts, for £23 for waggon hire, which certificate of the probate
bears date the 25th April, 1777, and it being alleged to your committee that the said Mr. Gilbert
was not then in the commission of the peace, which Mr. Gilbert admitted, and for the
justification, said that he was in the commission under the former government and thought he
had a right to act as such at that time.
Your committee have also examined sundry of the vouchers for rations allowed Mr. Alston, and
on comparing them with the vouchers for rations allowed to Mr. Gilbert since, do find that much
injury hath been done to the public, but not having time properly to investigate matters so
perplexed for want of testimony, therefore recommend that a further inquiry be made into those
accounts at the next Assembly, which is submitted.
Thomas Person,
Chairman.
The House taking the said report into consideration, concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above report be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence the report of the Joint Committee appointed to reexamine the accounts formerly allowed to William Gilbert, commissary of Tryon County.
Concurred with by this House.
Resolved, that William Alston, former Commissary of Tryon County, be and he is hereby cited
to attend on the General Assembly at their next session to answer such matters and things as
shall then be alleged against him respecting certain accounts he exhibited against and was
allowed by the public.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
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Herewith you will receive for your concurrence a resolve of this House citing William Alston,
Commissary, &c., to attend on the General Assembly at their next session for purposes therein
mentioned.
The House adjourned till Monday morning, 9 o'clock.

Monday, 17th Aug., 1778. The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. E. Edward Smithwick, one of the members for Martin County; Mr. Lodowick Alford, one of
the members for Wake County appeared and took their seats.
Read the petition of Doct. Hugh Boyd.
Ordered that the same be referred to Mr. Courtney, Mr. Person, Mr. Locke, Mr. Jas. Williams
and Mr. Troy, who are appointed a committee to take the same into consideration.
Resolved, that Matthew Brooks, Esq., have leave to resign the office of a Justice of the Peace for
Surry County.
That Matthew Jones, Esq., have leave to resign the office of a Justice of the Peace in Chatham
county, also his command as Second Major of said county.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House permitting certain Officers
therein mentioned to resign their appointments.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House having received the report of the Committee appointed by both Houses to take into
consideration the Petition of the Moravian Brethren, have not concurred with the same, but
propose in the affirmation by that People to be taken, “that they renounce any Fidelity to the
present King of Great Britain, his Heirs and Successors, during their continuance and residence
in this or any of the United States of America or the Dominions thereto belonging,” which mode
of affirmation will be satisfactory to the conscience of that useful Society, who deserve well of
this
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Gospel in foreign parts when they cannot continue subjects of this State.
Should this meet your approbation, a Bill will be provided for that purpose.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House cannot concur with yours in making any alterations in the oath of affirmation to be
taken by the Moravians, as they think that all people living in or inhabiting this State should
acknowledge their Fidelity to the same by taking the same oath or affirmation; and therefore
have determined not to admit any Bill for making any alternations as recommended by you.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favour of Mr. James Williams,
together with the report of the gentlemen appointed last session of Assembly to examine and
make report of the damages sustained by Mr. Williams in certain lots, houses, &c., in the town of
Halifax.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate and report referred to in the above Message,
and the same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour of Mr. James Williams, and the report of
the gentlemen appointed last session of Assembly to examine and make report of the damages
sustained by Mr. Williams, in certain lots, houses, &c., in the town of Halifax.
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House appointing Doct. Lancelot
Johnston Surgeon to the new levies of
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At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House appointing a Surgeon to the new raised levies in
the Districts of Salisbury and Hillsboro.
Concurred with.
Whereas, much perplexity has arisen in the Assembly from the application of divers persons
soliciting promotion in the Militia and praying the removal of officers in commission upon a
suggestion of misbehavior, and as the Assembly cannot be so well informed of the merits of the
candidates and the true charactor of those who are complained of, as the inhabitants of the
respective counties where such persons reside.
Resolved, therefore, that when any complaint shall be made against any officer of the Militia, the
Commanding officer if the complaint be not against himself, if so the next officer in command,
shall cause a Court Martial which shall consist of one or more of the field officers and at least the
majority of the Captains of the Regiments who shall hear the charges and allegations made
against any officers or officer, provided, such allegation shall be made upon oath and a notice of
ten days at least given to the party complained against, and the President shall certify the
proceedings had upon the several Court Martials to the next Assembly for this State, and shall
name the person or persons who shall in the opinion of the Court Martial be best qualified to be
promoted to any vacancy occasioned by the sentence of such Court Martials if approved of by
the Assembly.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering the several Court
Martials in this State, where any vacancy may happen, &c., to recommend some person to fill
such vacancy.
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hands to Mr. Thomas Harvey, whose receipt shall indemnify him against the public; And that
Thomas Harvey account with the Northern Treasurer for the same.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House directing Mr. John Atkinson to
pay into the hands of Mr. Thomas Harvey the public money in his hands, &c.
The Joint Committee appointed to take under consideration the petition of Philip Alston,
Lieutenant Colonel of Cumberland County.
The petition of Colonel John Hinton of Wake County; and the petitions of sundry persons in
Rowan County, relative to the conduct of Colonel Francis Locke and others, met and elected
Willie Jones, Chairman, and proceeded to business.
Upon Considering the petition of Mr. Alston it appeared to your Committee that David Smith,
Esq., late Colonel of Cumberland County, resigned his office, previous to the late Session of the
General Assembly at New Berne; that Mr. Alston, the petitioner, was then Lieutenan Colonel by
the General Assembly at the Session held at New Bern as aforesaid, appointed to fill the office
which had become vacant by the resignation of the said David Smith:
In consequence of which proceeding it is suggested by the petitioner that he is injured, for that in
right of his office as Lieutenant Colonel he ought to have succeeded to the office of Colonel.
Your Committee are of opinion that the petitioner would not claim the office of Colonel as
matter of right; for that the General Assembly have a right to appoint whom they please to fill
vacancies occasioned by the death, resignation or removal of Field Officers of the militia,
however as Colonel Robert Rowan declared in Committee that he resigned his Commission as
Colonel of Cumberland County, your Committee beg leave to recommend the petitioner to that
office unless sufficient cause to the contrary shall be shown to the General Assembly by the
representatives from the said County of Cumberland.
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-------------------- page 861 -------------------Your Committee proceeded, in the next place, to consider the petition of John Hinton, Esq., so
hereby it is suggested that he the said Hinton was precluded from the appointment of Colonel of
Wake County in General Assembly (his present commission being granted by the Governor,
subject to the determination of the Assembly) by means of Michael Rogers, Esq., insinuating that
he, John Hinton, had embezzled and converted to his own use sundry fines on delinquents
received in virtue of his office of Colonel. Upon examination of the matter it appeared to your
Committee there was some foundation for the charge against Mr. Hinton but as he declared
before the Committee that he waived all pretentions to the office of Colonel your Committee did
not proceed to a full investigation of the affairs. And as both Mr. Hinton and Mr. Rogers joined
in nominating John Hinton, Jr., Esq., to fill the office of Colonel of Wake County, your
Committee beg leave to recommend that he be appointed accordingly.
Your Committee proceeded further to consider the petitions of sundry persons in Rowan County
against Francis Locke, Esq., Colonel of the County and others, for misconduct in office, when
upon examination of witnesses it appeared to your Committee that the said Francis Locke, by the
advice of General Rutherford and the Field Officers and Captains in the County aforesaid,
directed private places for that purpose of balloting, instead of one General Muster as the Law
requires, but his conduct did not arise, as your Committee apprehends, from any evil intention,
but rather from an inclination to consult the ease of the people of Rowan inasmuch the said
County is very large, the militia numerous, and a General Muster had been called immediately
before he was informed of the Law, so that to have called them again at such a busy season of
the year, would have been extremely distressing. With regard to this part of the Colonel's
conduct it appears that he did wrong with a good intention.
It further appears to your Committee that Captain Jacob Aykler's company met by order of the
Captain, for the purpose of balloting, and desired him to hold the poll and return the proceedings
to Colonel Locke, who also refused to receive the return for informality, as it ought to have been
returned by the Captain, and ordered the company to ballot anew, and attended in person at this
second balloting, and when the ballotting was near half
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-------------------- page 862 -------------------through, recommended to the persons who had been voted in, in the former election, to turn out
as volunteers and they turned out occordingly, but your Committee are now of opinion that this
circumstance supports the charge against Colonel Locke of having squandered the public money,
for they conceive it was the wish of the Legislature to have volunteers, and that every man was at
liberty to declare himself a volunteer, and entitle himself to the bounty of one hundred dollars at
any time before the balloting was accomplished.
The Conduct of Colonel Locke, as it relates to Captain Johnstons company, which is made
another charge against him, appears as follows:
That Captain Johnston was appointed by the Court of Rowan County, to administer the oath of
allegiance to the people in his District; that he, said Johnston, appointed and advertised a time
and place for administering the oath and the people attended; but when the oath was read and
proposed to them, one of the company huzzaed for King George, and called aloud to the rest to
follow him, whereupon about one hundred of the company, in a riotous turbulent manner
withdrew, and would by no means take the oath at the time, neither would they take the oath
when tendered to them by Captain Johnston at a subsequent day. Some time after this Captain
Johnston called his company together for the purpose of raising its quota of men by Law
required; but knowing that the majority of them were tories (which also appeared clearly to your
Committee) he apprehended that they had combined to ballot in every officer in the company,
and indeed every person who had been active in defending the liberties of his Country. Capt.
Johnston refused to hold the poll, but made several fair and equitable proposals, to this effect:
that if the Tory Division would send their propotion of men, he himself would turn out a
volunteer and undertake to procure the remainder from among the Whiggs; but they refused to
agree to this, and proceeded to ballot, and appointed one James Forbes to superintend, when they
voted in as Captain Johnston had suspected every officer in the Company, and every man who
had asserted the liberty of his Country as far as the number (17) would admit: But Colonel Locke
refused to receive this return also for informality.
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-------------------- page 863 -------------------After this, various steps were taken to obtain the quota of men from the said company
ineffectually, until at length Colonel Locke ordered a muster to be held on the 29th day of June,
when he attended in person, and Lieutenant Chapman in the absence of Captain Johnston, who
was then gone to the northward, held the poll, and under the eye of Colonel Locke refused to
permit a member of the Company to ballot. When the balloting was concluded, it appeared that
the persons voted in were all taken from that body of the company which had been refused the
liberty of balloting. Your Committee are of opinion that the said balloting was irregular and
illegal and is utterly void, and therefore that the men so balloted ought to be immediatly
discharged. Your Committee beg leave to observe upon the conduct of Colonel Locke, Captain
Johnston and Lieutenant Chapman, with respect to this company, that they took every possible
step to obtain its quota of men, by drawing them as well from the Whiggs as from the Tories; but
this being impracticable that resentment which must naturally arise in their breasts when they
found that those men who had resigned everything in defence of the Country were subject to the
arbitrary determination of its inveterate enemies, hurried them into irregularities which cannot be
justified, but for which, your Committee conceives the peculiar circumstances of the situation are
almost a sufficient apology.
In order to prevent future complaints from the said company and to obtain its proper quota of
men, your Committee are of opinion that it be recommended to Colonel Locke to divide Capt.
Johnston's company into two companies and appoint another Captain and other proper officers
protempore, and then direct them to ballot as the Law requires.
Your Committee observe that Andrew Hunt, Esq., is charged with having given Judgment
against the Petitioners not warranted by Law and from the state of the case, we believe the
charge to be true, but it does not belong to us to determine in this matter; the Petitioners must
seek redress in the proper Courts for that purpose appointed.
Willie Jones, Chairman.
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-------------------- page 864 -------------------The House taking the said report into consideration, concurred therewith, and ordered that the
same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence, the report of the joint Committee appointed to take
under consideration the Petition of Phillip Alston, Lieutenant Colo. of Cumberland county and
the Petition of Colo. John Hinton of Wake county, and the Petition of a number of inhabitants of
Rowan county, relative to the conduct of Col. Francis Locke and others.
Concurred with by this House.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Herewith you will receive the resolve of your House citing William Alston, former commissary
of Tryon county, to attend the next General Assembly.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the report of the Committee appointed for re-examining the accounts of
William Gilbert.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the Report referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to Messrs. Brooks and Jones resigning
their appointments as Justice of the Peace, and concur therewith.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
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-------------------- page 865 -------------------Resolved, that the House Resolve itself into a Committee of the whole to take into consideration
the amendments necessary to be made in the Bill for emitting eight hundred and fifty thousand
pounds, &c.
The House Resolved itself into a committee of the whole accordingly, and chose John Simpson,
Esq., Chairman, and after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair and Mr.
Chairman Reported that the committee had come to several resolutions on the matters referred to
them, but not having time to reduce them to form, desired leave to sit again in the afternoon.
Resolved, that the said committee have leave to sit again in the afternoon.
Mr. Robert Peoples has leave to absent himself from the service of the House during the
remaining part of the session.
The House adjourned until 4 oclock P. M.
The House met according to adjournment.
The order of the afternoon being called for, the House Resolved itself into a committee of the
whole to take into their further consideration, the amendments necessary to be made in the Bill
for emiting eight hundred and fifty thousand pounds, &c.
John Simpson, Esquire, in the Chair, and after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the
Chair and Mr. Chairman reported that the committee had come to several resolutions on the
matter referred to them, which he was ready to report to the House.
Ordered that the said report lie over until tomorrow.
The Bill to make provision for the recovery of Debts due to the United States or any of them was
read the third time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The bill to amend an act passed in the last Session of this present Assembly entitled an act to
alter the times for holding the several Superior Courts of Law and for better arranging the
County Courts within this State, was read the third time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
You will herewith receive a resolve of this House relative to
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-------------------- page 866 -------------------Officers or Militia and Contractors who have borrowed money or advanced monies for the use of
this State.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above message, and the
same being read was rejected.
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.
Tuesday, 18th August, 1778. The House met according to adjournment.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House, for advancing a sum of money
to Dr. Lancelot Johnston, to be applied as therein directed.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate, referred to in the above message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour of Dr. Lancelot Johnston.
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have rec'd and read the report of the committee appointed to take under consideration the
petition of Lieutenant Colonel Alston and sundry other petitioners, and concur therewith except
that clause of the report which recommends a division of Captain Johnston's Company.
Should your House consent to dele that clause, the Senate will then concur with the report.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House concur with yours in the proposed alterations in the report of the committee
appointed to take under consideration the petition of Lieutenant Col. Alston, &c.
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-------------------- page 867 -------------------The Bill for the more effectually collecting the public taxes, and other purposes therein
mentioned, was read the first time and rejected.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
You will herewith receive the resolve of your House requiring Mr. John Atkinson to pay the
public money in his hands to Mr. Thomas Harvey, in behalf of the Northern Treasurer.
Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above message.
Concurred with.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Herewith you will receive a resolve of this House in favour of the contractor for the Troops in
Salisbury District.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, the same
being read was concurred with.
Ordered, that the following message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour of the contractor for the Troops in
Salisbury District. Concurred with.
The Bill for making two Medicinal Springs in Rowan and Burke Countys and the lands adjacent
thereto public property, was read the second time and rejected.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering the Court Martials in this State to
recommend some person to fill any vacancy in the Militia which may happen. Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message. Concurred
with.
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-------------------- page 868 -------------------Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Herewith you will receive a resolve of this House, ordering the public printer to print the
resolves of the Assembly.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same was rejected.
Mr. Hooper moved for leave and presented a Bill to prevent trading with the Cherokee Indians
without license first had and obtained, and also to prevent trespassing upon the Indian hunting
grounds, which he read in his place and delivered in at the table, where it was again read, passed
and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Simpson from the Committee of the Whole House reported the amendments necessary to be
made in the Bill for emitting eight hundred and fifty thousand pounds, &c., which were read and
ordered to be made in the said Bill, the same being done, the Bill was read the third time,
amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Resolved, that Balaam Thompson pay into the public Treasury of this State the sum of five
hundred pounds which he received for a certain tract of land sold the commissioners of the Iron
Works in Chatham County.
In consideration whereof the public relinquishes all and every claim and title to the same that
was ever conveyed or made them by the said Thompson.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favour of Balaam Thompson.
The Bill to amend and explain an act for establishing offices for receiving entries of claims for
lands in the several counties within this State, for ascertaining the method of abtaining title to the
same, and for other purposes therein mentioned, was read the second time and rejected.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This accompanies a resolve of this House in favour of Thomas
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-------------------- page 869 -------------------Gilchrist, for your approbation, also the report of the committee on the petition of Mrs. Martha
Gilchrist.
Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate and report of the committee referred to in the
above Message, and the same being read, was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the resolve of yours in favour of Mr. Thomas Gilchrist, also the
petition of Mrs. Martha Gilchrist, both of which we concur with.
On motion, resolved, that Mr. Speaker issue a writ of election to the County of Pitt to elect one
member of this House in the room of John Simpson, Esq., whose seat is vacated by his
acceptance of the appointment of a Councillor.
Also to the County of Orange to elect one member of this House in the room of Thomas Burke,
Esq., whose seat is vacated by his acceptance of the appointment of a Delegate to represent this
State in Congress, also to the County of New Hanover to elect one member of this House in the
room of Timothy Bloodworth, Esq., whose seat was vacated the last session of Assembly by his
acceptance of the entry taker's office for said County.
That the said elections be held on the first Monday and Tuesday in October next except for the
County of Pitt, in which the said election shall be held on the fourth Friday and Saturday in
October next.
The House adjourned till 4 o'clock P. M.
The House met according to adjournment.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House directing Balaam Thompson to pay a certain sum
of money into the Treasury, &c.
Concurred with.
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Concurred with.
Resolved, that Mr. Speaker issue a writ of election to the County of Washington to elect one
member of this House in the room of William Cocke, Esq., whose seat was vacated the last
session of Assembly by his being considered Clerk of the Court of said County. That the said
election be held on the 25th and 26th days of November next.
The Bill to prevent trading with the Cherokee Indians without license first had and obtained, and
also to prevent tresspasses upon the Indian hunting grounds and for other purposes therein
mentioned, was read the second time, amended, passed, and sent to the Senate.
Resolved that Matthew Collins a disabled soldier be allowed twenty pounds as a recompence for
his past services; that the Treasurers or either of them pay him the same and be allowed.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favour of Matthew Collins a
disabled soldier.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House for promoting the recruiting
service.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above message.
And the same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House for promoting the recruiting service.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message.
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Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House for promoting the recruiting service.
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have directed the Clerk to make out the estimate tomorrow inclusive, it being
determined to rise then.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the Message of yours acquainting them that your estimate is to be
made out tomorrow inclusive and have directed their Clerk to make out the estimate of
allowances to the members of this House, &c., to include tomorrow.
The Bill to prevent trading with the Cherokee Indians without licence first had and obtained, and
also to prevent the tresspasses upon the Indian hunting grounds, was read the third time,
amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House relative to Quakers, &c.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above message.
Read and Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House relative to Quakers, &c.
Concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favor of Matthew Collins. Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
On readihg the Bill for emitting eight hundred and fifty thousand pounds, &c., &c. for the third
and last time, we propose the following amendments to-wit, in the second page to settling the
sixteenths of dollars as they stood when the Bill went last from this House.
That four dollars per thousand be allowed the signers instead of three dollars and that the
following clause be added to the Bill.
“And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid that the public Treasurers of this State or
either of them shall and they are hereby directed to attend at the place when the aforesaid money
shall be struck to receive the same from the signers.”
Should your House agree to these amendments you will send two of your House to see the same
made.
A motion was made and seconded for concurring with the Senate in the amendments proposed to
be made in the Bill for emitting eight hundred and fifty thousand pounds in the foregoing
Message.
Mr. Person objected to the alteration of four dollars per thonsand to be allowed the signers of the
Bills, &c., urging that three dollars was an allowance adequate to such service. After some time
the question was put and carried in the affirmative 29 to 27.
Then on motion, ordered that the yeas and nays, on the said Question be taken down which are as
follows:
Yeas, Messrs. Johnston, F. Miller, Doty, Mitchel, Hunter, Griffin, Dupree, Sanders, McLemore,
Whitaker, Jones, Bryan, Troy, Winsely, Wilson, Locke, Phifer, Cleveland, Hooper, Gilbert,
Hardin, Bryan, Swain, Spruill, McLean, Nash, Shepperd, Smithwick and Alford.
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-------------------- page 873 -------------------Nays, Messrs. James Williams, Courtney, McCauley, Mallett, Farrow, Hicks, Devane, Gauge,
Mayo, Turner, Cain, Clark, B. Clark, Cotton, Isaacs, Hawkins, Lindsay, Brooks, Haywood,
Person, Hunter, Yancey, Rowan, Sessums, Miller, Clinton and Boyer.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We have received and considered the Message of your House proposing amendments in the Bill
for emitting eight hundred and fifty thousand pounds, &c. and cannot concur with you in settling
the sixteenths of dollars in the second page; but agree that the signers be allowed four dollars per
thousand for signing the Bills instead of three as the Bill went from this House.
We think that the clause you propose to be added is essentially necessary and readily agree to
adopt that amendment.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House cannot recede from their proposed amendment relative to 200,000 1-16ths as they
are satisfied that their utility in trade and commerce must far out balance the inconvenience and
expence that may attend the emitting of them.
Resolved, that this House do accede to the amendments proposed by the Senate in the foregoing
Message:
As it has been made evident this House from divers circumstance, which could not be foreseen at
the time of passing a resolve to raise a French regiment under the Command of Colonel Chariol
that the good intentions of the Colonel and the officers under his command cannot be carried into
execution, as a sufficient number of privates of the French Nation can not be obtained to
compleat the said regiment within this State or the vicinity thereof, resolved, therefore, that as
this State cannot avail themselves of the good intentions of Colonel Chariol and his wishes to
contribute his best endeavors to aid America in her contest with Great Britain occasioned by
circumstances out of his power to command that this State have no further occasion for the
services of Colonel Chariol or his officers, and that the privates who have been enlisted into the
said regiment should be discharged and that the Colonel and the other officers be requested to
settle the accounts of the Regiment

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 874 -------------------with the Governor and Council, and that Colonel Chariol, his officers and men may be assured
that if this State at a future day shall have an opportunity to call them into the service under more
favorable circumstances that they will with pleasure embrace it.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House relative to Colonel Chariol's
regiment, &c:
Resolved, that the Governor and Council be authorized and impowered to settle the accounts of
Capt. De Cottineau and of Colonel Chariol of this State.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering the Governor and
Council to settle the accounts of Capt. De Cottineau and Colonel Chariol, &c.
Whereas it hath been represented to this House that Farquard Campbell and others who were sent
from this State to the Northward as prisoners of War have broke their parole and returned from
thence to this State:
Resolved, that His Excellency, the Governor, and Council be impowered and required to call all
such persons before them, examine into the circumstances and send them to the Northward if
guilty of having broke their parole.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House relative to Farquard Campbell
and others who have broke their parole, &c.
The House adjourned til tomorrow morning, 5 o'clock.
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The House met according to adjournment.
Whereas, there is a number of persons appointed to the Commission of Justice of the peace in the
several Counties within this State who have refused or neglected to qualify,
Resolved, therefore, that the said persons nominated, who have not qualified as aforesaid, that
they qualify before the next session of General Assembly, otherwise to be left out of the said
Commission.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House relative to the Justices who
refuse qualifying to their several appointments.
Whereas, Holgan, a paper maker in the county of Orange, encouraged by the premium offered
for making paper in this State, did erect a mill for that purpose, but through want of water has not
been able to make the quantity required to enable him to obtain the premium,
Resolved, that the said John Holgan, be allowed until the 1st day of February to compleat the
quantity of paper necessary to entitle him to the premium aforementioned.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate, together with the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House in favour of John Holgan, paper
maker.
Whereas, there are so few persons in Wilkes, Burke, Washington and Surry counties, who have
obtained titles to their Lands that Legal Juries cannot be obtained,
Resolved, therefore, that respectable householders in the aforesaid counties be and are hereby to
be held capable of acting as Jurymen upon all occasions within their respective counties.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House respecting the appointment of
Jurymen in certain counties therein mentioned.
Resolved, that the Commanding Officer of the Continental troops in this State be impowered to
draw on the public Treasurers or either of them for a sum of money not exceeding five thousand
pounds, in order to pay the bounty to Soldiers who shall enlist into the service agreeable to the
resolution of the present Session of Assembly, first giving bond and security to his Excellency,
the Governor, in ten thousand pounds, faithfully to apply and account for the same with the
General Assembly at the next Session.
Ordered that the above resolve be sent to the Senate for their concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House impowering the Commanding
Officer of Continental Troops to draw on the Treasury for a sum therein mentioned.
Resolved, that John Hunt be allowed two hundred pounds to enable him to proceed on digesting
the public accounts, the said Hunt to be accountable for the same.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence, a resolve of this House in favour of John Hunt.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence a resolve of this House directing Maj. James Smith to
pay a certain sum therein mentioned into the public Treasury.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read, was concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House directing Major James Smith to pay a certain sum
therein mentioned into the public Treasury. Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Herewith you will receive a resolve of this House relative to disorderly people in several of the
counties within this State.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was rejected.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your concurrence, a resolve of this House in favour of Mr. William
Murphy.
At the same time received the resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was rejected.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House for advancing a sum of money to Mr. John Hunt,
for the purpose therein mentioned. Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House relative to Farquard Campbell, &c.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
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We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering the householders of certain counties
to act as Jurors.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above message.
Concurred with.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering the Governor, &c., to settle the
accounts of Capt. De Cottineau and Colo. Chariol.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House impowering the Commanding Officer of the
Continental Troops to draw on the Treasury for a sum therein mentioned.
Concurred with.
At the same time received the resolve of this House referred to in the above Message.
Concurred with.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the resolve of your House in favour
[Here the MSS. Record abruptly breaks off and is lost.—W. C.
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-------------------- page 879 -------------------The names of the members and the time of their appearing
August 3, 1778;
Richard Cogdell, John Simpson,
Jonas Johnston, John Williams (Caswell),
John Williams (Pitt), William Courtney,
William McCauley, Jesse Cobb,
Frederick Miller, Benejah Doty,
George Mitchel, Peter Mallett.
4th.
Peter Farrow, Thomas Hunter,
Hardy Griffin, Thomas Hicks,
John Devane, Lewis Dupree,
William Gause.
5th.
Hardy Saunders, Adkin McLemore,
John Whitaker, George Davidson,
Nathan Mayo, Simon Turner,
Hon. Thos. Benbury, Esq., Spr.,
Samuel Cain, Alexander Clark,
James Williams, Benjamin Clark.
6th.
Thomas Harvey, Willie Jones,
Thomas Burke, Wm. Bryan,
Matthew Troy, Moses Winsley,
David Wilson, Matthew Locke,
Caleb Phifer.
7th.
Arthur Cotton,
Elisha Isaacs, Ben Cleveland,
Ben Hawkins, Robert Peoples.
8th.
William Hooper, Robert Lindsey,
William Gilbert, Matthew Brooks,
Joseph Hardin.
9th.
Egbert Haywood,
Nathan Bryan.
10th.
Joshua Swain,
Benjamin Spruill,
Thomas Person,
Thornton Yancey,
James Hunter.
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-------------------- page 880 -------------------12th.
Robert Rowan,
Isaacs Sessums.
13th.
Charles McLean,
Stephen Miller,
Solomon Sheppard,
Richard Clinton,
Abner Nash.
14th.
Luke Boyer.
16th.
Edward Smithwick,
Lodwick Alford.
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-------------------- page 625 -------------------HOUSE JOURNAL
State of North Carolina,
In the House of Commons. 1779.
At a General Assembly, begun and held at Halifax in the County of Halifax, on the Nineteenth
Day of January, in the Year of our Lord one Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy Nine, and in
the Third year of the Independence of the Said State: Being the Third Session of this Assembly.
Pursuant to an adjournment of the last Session of the General Assembly for Meeting at Halifax
on the first Monday in January, Instant, and from thence prorogued by his Excellency the
Governor de die in diem until the Nineteenth Inst., when the following Members appeared and
took their Seats, viz.:
The Honble. Thomas Benbury, Esquire, Speaker:
Messrs. Willie Jones, Egbert Haywood, Jonas Johnston, John Williams, Authur Cotton, E. E.
Smithwick, John Duane, John Easton, William Baker, Robert Peebles, George Mitchell, Ben.
Hawkins, Thomas Hunter, Ben. Clark, Samuel Cain, Richard Clinton, Nathan Mayo, Nathan
Bryan, Jesse Cobb, Jacob Hunter, Isaac Sessums, Thomas Hicks, William Jordan, junr., Simon
Turner, Caleb Fifer, Matt. Lock, David Wilson, Moses Winslow, Hardy Sanders, Thomas
Harvey, William Courtney, William M. Crawley, William Fereby, William Hooper, William
Gilbert, Joseph Hardin, Ben. Cleveland, Elisha Isaacs, Thomas Person, James Williams, Joshua
Swain, Abner Nash, Robert Lindsey, Fred. Miller, Peter Farrow, & Joseph Hancock.
The Sheriff of New Hanover County Certified that Mr. Timothy Bloodworth was duly Elected as
a Member of the House of Commons for the said County, whereupon the said Mr. Timothy
Bloodworth appeared, was qualified and took his Seat.
The Sheriff of Washington County Certified that Mr. Jesse Walton was duly Elected as a
Member of the House of Commons, whereupon the said Mr. Jesse Walton appeared, was
qualified and took his Seat.
Mr. Thomas Relf, one of the Members for Pasquotank County, appeared, was qualified and took
his Seat.
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-------------------- page 626 -------------------Mr. Joseph Hewes, the Member for the Town of Edenton, appeared, was qualified and took his
Seat.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House being now formed acquaint you that they are ready to proceed on Business.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the Message of yours informing them that you are ready to proceed on
public Business, and in answer thereto, we inform you that this House is also formed & ready to
proceed on Business.
Ordered that the following Message be Addressed to his Excellency the Governor, and sent to
the Senate for Concurrence:
To his Excellency, Richard Caswell, Esquire, Governor, Captain General, &c.:
Sir: The two Houses of the General Assembly being now formed, acquaint your Excellency that
they are ready to take under Consideration the Journal and proceedings of the Council of State,
and such Dispatches as you have to lay before them.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Message Addressed to His Excellency the Governor.
Resolved, that Mr. Courtney, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Bryan, Mr. Bloodworth, Mr. Hunter and Mr.
Wilson, be a Committee of Public Claims. Mr. Lock, Mr. Person, Mr. Whitaker, Mr. Harvey, Mr.
Easton and Mr. Mitchell, be a Committee of public Accounts, on the part of this House, to act
Jointly with such Gentlemen of the Senate as may be appointed for the purposes aforesaid.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Courtney, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Bryan, Mr. Bloodworth, Mr.
Hunter and Mr. Wilson, as a Committee
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-------------------- page 627 -------------------of Public Claims. Mr. Lock, Mr. Person, Mr. Whitaker, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Easton, and Mr.
Mitchel, as a Committe of Public Accounts, who will act jointly with such Gentlemen of your
House as you may think proper to appoint for the purposes aforesaid.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
You will with this receive the Message addressed to His Excellency the Governor, Concurred
with by this House.
At the same time received the Message referred to.
Ordered that Mr. James Williams wait on the Public Secretary with the same.
Received from the Senate the following Messages:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received the Message of yours appointing Committees of Accounts and Claims,
and have on their part appointed Messrs. Coor, Kenan, and Forster, a Committee of Accounts,
and Messrs. Exum, Jones, and Rhodes, a Committee of Public Claims, who will act in
Conjunction with the Gentlemen by you appointed for those purposes.
Mr. Jonas Johnston moved for leave and presented a Bill to Regulate and Establish a Militia in
this State, which he read in his place and delivered in at the Table, when it was again read,
passed and sent to the Senate.
Resolved that Mr. Hooper, Mr. Jones, Mr. Nash, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Bloodworth
and Mr. Hewes, be appointed a Committee to Consider & Report what Bills of a General and
Public nature are necessary to be brought in and perfected at this Session; and that the Senate be
requested to appoint certain of their Members to Act in Conjunction with the Members of the
House appointed for the above purposes.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House appointing a Committee to act
jointly with a Committee of the Senate for purposes therein mentioned.
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-------------------- page 628 -------------------The Public Secretary laid before the House a Letter from the Governor of Virginia to Governor
Caswell, of the 8th Inst., concerning the Reduction of the Chickamogga Settlements, and the
same being read was ordered to be referred to a Joint Committee.
Resolved, that Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Jones, Mr. Walton and Mr. Person, be a Committee on the part
of this House for the purposes aforesaid.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Jones, Mr. Walton and Mr. Person, a Committee,
on their part, to act jointly with such Gentlemen of the Senate as may be appointed to take under
Consideration a Letter from the Governor of Virginia to Governor Caswell, concerning the
Reduction of the Chickamogga Settlements, &c., which you will herewith receive for your
perusal and Concurrence in the Measure.
Resolved, that a Writ of Election Issue to the County of Beaufort to Elect one Member of this
House in the room of Mr. Alderson Ellison, whose seat is vacated by his Acceptance of the
Clerk's office for said County. That the said Election be held on Thursday, the 28th Day of this
Instant.
Resolved, that the Reverend Charles Couples be appointed Chaplain to the General Assembly.
Ordered that the above Resolve, be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Resolve of this House for appointing a Chaplain to
the General Assembly.
Received from His Excellency the Governor the following Message:
To the Honorable General Assembly:
Gentlemen: Herewith you will be pleased to receive sundry Resolutions of Congress transmitted
to me since the Close of the last Session of the General Assembly. Such of them as immediately
relate to my department, I took the earliest opportunity of
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-------------------- page 629 -------------------laying before the Council of State, and in pursuance of their advice have carried them into effect,
so far as I was enabled to do.
Of the five Thousand Troops required by Congress to be sent to the aid of South Carolina and
Georgia, I am fearful it will be found that not more than about half the number have actually
Marched, and those badly Armed; I have therefore ordered on all the drafts remaining in the
State who are able to March, and in case any of them are discharged, or are unable to March,
have directed others to be drafted in their stead from the Companies to which they belonged so
as the whole number advised by the Council to be raised from the Militia, be sent on.
Sundry letters which I have the Honor of laying before you from the Governor of South Carolina
and the Commander in Chief on the Southern Expedition, evince the designs of the Enemy in
that Quarter, and show the necessity of the General Assembly's early entering upon such
Measures as they shall think proper to adopt, respecting the Militia of this State, so far as relates
to those ordered into service there, or such as may be judged necessary to reinforce them.
I also lay before you sundry letters from the President of the Congress and the Delegates of this
State, for your perusal and information. Those from Mr. Harnett show the necessity of the
Accounts of this State against the United States being made up, and with the Vouchers sent to the
proper officers for passing them. By the account herewith, you will be informed of the several
sums wherewith this State stood Charged, by the United States, the 13th of August, last,
amounting in the whole to a very large sum of Money; and will see that we have only a single
Credit for a very trifling sum; altho' I flatter myself, that the Ballance would be very small on a
proper State of the Accounts. When I reflect that very little attention has hitherto been paid to
this very essential matter, and the manner in which the public papers and Accounts are conveyed
from one part of the State to another, renders it very doubtful with me if many of the Vouchers
are not already lost or so worn out or torn as to render them unintelligible. I therefore presume I
shall stand excused in calling up your particular attention to an affair of such Importance, and
recommending some mode to be fallen upon, which may answer the purpose
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-------------------- page 630 -------------------of obtaining an immediate statement of those Accounts, otherwise satisfied I am, that
considerable losses will arise to this State.
I have directed the Journal of the Council of State to be laid before you with the papers on which
the Resolutions of that Board are formed. Every measure therein recommended have been
carried into the fullest effect in my power.
R. CASWELL.
At the same time received the several Resolutions of Congress, Letters from the Governor of
South Carolina, The Commander in Chief on the Southern Expedition, The President of the
Congress and the Delegates from this State in Congress, as also the Journal & proceedings of the
Council of State.
Ordered that the same lay over until Tomorrow for Consideration.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o'clock.
———
Wednesday, 20th January, 1779. The House met According to Adjournment.
Mr. William Brown, one of the Members for Beaufort County, and Mr. Hardy Griffin, one of the
Members for Nash County, appeared and took their seats.
Read the Petition of Samuel Marshall, Esquire, praying to be admitted as a Free Citizen.
Ordered that the same be referred to a joint Committee.
Read the Petition of Thomas Barker, Esqr., of Edenton, praying to be admitted as a Free Citizen.
Ordered that the same be referred to a Joint Committee.
Ordered that Mr. Jones, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Williams, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Nash and Mr.
Clinton, be a Committee on the part of this House to take into consideration the Petitions of
Samuel Marshall and Thomas Barker, Esquires.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Jones, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Williams, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Hewes, Mr.
Nash and Mr. Clinton, as a
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-------------------- page 631 -------------------Committee, on their part, to act jointly with such Gentlemen of the Senate as may be appointed
to take into Consideration the Petitions of Samuel Marshall and Thomas Barker, Esqrs.
For your further information, we herewith send the said Petitions.
The Honorable the Speaker laid before the House a Letter and sundry other papers relative to
John London, paroled to the Town of Wilmington; and the same being read, were ordered to be
referred to the Committee appointed to take under Consideration the Petitions of Samuel
Marshall and Thomas Barker, Esqrs.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your perusal sundry papers, &c., relative to the Case of John London,
paroled to the Town of Wilmington, which we propose referring to the Committee appointed to
take under Consideration the Petitions of Samuel Marshall and Thomas Barker, Esquires.
On motion, Mr. John Haywood, Jun., was appointed assistant Clerk, and qualified by taking and
subscribing the Oath appointed for the qualification of Public officers.
The order of the Day for taking into Consideration the several Resolutions of Congress, Letters
from the Governor of South Carolina, the Commander in Chief on the Southern Expedition, the
president of the Congress, and the Delegates from this State in Congress, &c., being called for
and read, the House proceeded to take the same under consideration, when they came to the
following Resolution thereon, Viz: That the same be referred to the Committee appointed to
consider and Report what Bills of a General and public nature are necessary to be brought in and
perfected at this Session.
Ordered that the same be sent to the Senate, together with the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
With this you will receive a Message from His Excellency the Governor, Addressed to the
General Assembly, together with the sundry Resolutions of Congress, Letters from the Governor
of
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-------------------- page 632 -------------------South Carolina, and the Commander in Chief on the Southern Expedition, the president of
Congress and the Delegates from this State in Congress, and the sundry other papers therein
referred to, which we have had under Consideration, and propose referring them to the
Committee appointed to Report what Bills of a General and Public nature are necessary to be
brought in and perfected this Session.
Ordered that the Journal & proceeding of the Council of State and the Several Papers therein
mentioned lie on the Table for Consideration.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message referring sundry Petitions of Messrs. London, Marshall, Barker,
&c., to a joint Committee, and can not concur therewith, but have appointed Colo. Martin, Colo.
Thompson, Colo. Rhodes and Mr. Ashe, to act with such Gentlemen as you may think proper to
appoint as a Committee to receive and consider of the Petition of Robert Hogg, of the above & of
all those Petitions as shall be presented by such Persons praying to be admitted as Citizens of the
State during this Session, who are to Report specially on the same.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
Resolved, that Mr. Hewes, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Johnston, be a Committee to Examine into the
quantity of Public Tobacco on hand, and to devise ways and means of paying for a quantity of
Cannon Imported in the Ship Holy Jesus______ Commander.
Resolved, that the officers & men who came into Cape Fear with the English Manifestoes &
Proclamations, and now confined in Halifax Gaol, be paroled to the Town of Halifax; and that
Brigadier General Jones be requested to receive their paroles as aforesaid.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence together with the
following Message:
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-------------------- page 633 -------------------Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House for Paroling the officers and
men therein mentioned, &c.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House appointing a Chaplain to the General Assembly,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith Return the Resolve of your House for appointing a Committee to prepare and bring
in such Bills as are necessary to be passed, and have on our part appointed Col. Martin, Mr. Coor
& Mr. Battle, to act with the Gentlemen by you appointed.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Messages:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received the Message of your House appointing a Committee to take under
Consideration a Letter from the Governor of Virginia to Gov'r Caswell, which was Concurred
with by this House, who have appointed Messrs. Coor, Roberson & Brown, to act with the
Gentlemen appointed by the House of Commons.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received your Message referring sundry Letters & Resolutions from Congress,
Letters from South Carolina, &c., to the Committee appointed to prepare & bring in what Bills
are necessary, &c., and concur therewith.
The Sheriff of Orange County Certified that Mark Patterson, Esquire, was duly Elected as a
Member of the House of Commons for the said County, in the room of Thomas Burke, Esq'r,
whereupon the said Mark Patterson, Esquire, appeared, was qualified & took his Seat.

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 634 -------------------The House met according to Adjournment.
Mr. Johnston moved for leave & presented a Bill to regulate and ascertain the fees of the Clerks
of the Superior and County Courts, Justices of the Peace and Attornies in this State, and directing
the method of paying the same and other purposes, which he read in his place & Delivered in at
the Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Person, from the joint Committee appointed to take under censideration the Letter from the
Governor of Virginia, respecting an aid to be sent to the Frontiers, Reported as follows:
It is the opinion of your Committee that two Hundred men be immediately sent under one
Lieutenant Colonel and four Captains to join Colonel Shelby, and that they be furnished from the
Militia of Washington County by voluntary inlistment, if they can be so procured, or by a
draught agreeable to the Militia Law, that they be furnished with a Commissary, who shall be
supply'd with Money to enable him to accommodate the Troops. That he give Bond to the
Governor for the faithful performance of his trust. That the officers and Soldiers (should they be
successful) treat the Captive women and Children with tenderness & humanity, conducting them
safely to some neighborly, Friendly Tribe of the Cherokees, and there supply them with live
Stock, and such other provisions as they may think necessary. That they treat the friendly Tribes
with the utmost respect, and that they inform them, as soon as the situation of affairs will permit,
of their intentions.
The Committee further beg leave to recommend Majr. Charles Roberson to the Command, with
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel; and that the Troops be furnished with two Hundred weight of
powder.
All which is Humbly submitted to the Consideration of the House.
The House taking the said Report into Consideration, Concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above Report be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the joint Committee appointed to take
under Consideration the Letter from
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-------------------- page 635 -------------------the Governor of Virginia to Governor Caswell, &c., Concurred with by this House.
Read the Remonstrance of sundry people of Pasquotank County.
Ordered that the same be referred to a joint Committee.
Resolved, that Mr. Nash, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Jones and Mr. Courtney,
be a Committee on the part of this House for the purpose aforesaid.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
Herewith you will receive the Remonstrance of sundry People of Pasquotank County, which this
House propose referring to a Joint Committee of both Houses, and have for that purpose, on their
part, appointed Mr. Nash, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Jones and Mr. Courtney,
a Committee.
Read the petition of sundry of the people of Hertford, Chowan and Perquimans Counties, praying
to have a new County erected by taking part of each of the said Counties.
Mr. Baker moved for leave and presented a Bill agreeable to the prayer of the said petitioners,
which he read in his place and delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent
to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Herewith you will receive the Report of the Committees appointed to Consider of the Governor
of Virginia's Letter to Governor Caswell, concurred with.
At the same time received the Report referred to in the above Message, Concurred with.
Ordered that the Committee to whom the Consideration of the said Letter was referred be a
Committee to prepare and draw up an answer to the same.
The Bill for dividing Bute County into two distinct Counties by the names of_______, was read
the first time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
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-------------------- page 636 -------------------Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolves of your House for parolling certain persons therein mentioned,
Concurred with.
The House adjourned till To-morrow morning 9 o'clock.
———
Thursday, 21st January, 1779.
The House met according to Adjournment.
The Sheriff of Pitt County certifies that James Gorham, Esqr., was duly Elected as a Member of
the House of Commons for the said County, in the room of John Simpson, Esquire, whereupon
the said James Gorham, Esquire, appeared, was qualified and took his Seat.
Mr. John Williams, one of the Members for the County of Caswell; Mr. George Davidson, one of
the Members for Anson County, and Mr. Stephen Hiller, one of the Members for Anson County,
appeared and took their Seats.
Read the address and petition of the people called Quakers.
Ordered that the same be referred to a joint Committee.
Resolved that Mr. Person, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Lock, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Courtney and Mr. John
Williams (Caswell), be a Committee on the part of this House for the purpose aforesaid.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We have appointed Mr. Pearson, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Lock, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Courtney and Mr.
John Williams (Caswell), as a Committee on our part, who will Act Jointly with such Gentlemen
of your House as may be appointed, to take under Consideration the Address and Petition of the
People called Quakers.
Mr. Willie Jones informed the House that Mr. William Alston, who was cited by the last to
attend on the present Session of General Assembly respecting certain Accounts allowed William
Gilbert, &c., &c., by the public, was attending on the said Assembly to have them examined.

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 637 -------------------Ordered that Mr. Lock, Mr. Person, Mr. Johnston and Mr. Hawkins, be a Committee on the part
of this House, to Act jointly with such Gentleman of the Senate as may be appointed, to Examine
the said Accounts.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
The House have appointed Mr. Lock, Mr. Person, Mr. Johnston and Mr. Hawkins, a Committee
on their part, to Act jointly with such Gentlemen of the Senate as may be appointed, to examine
the Accounts of William Gilbert, late Commissary of Tryon County, &c.
Mr. Johnston moved for leave and presented a Bill to inforce the attendance of the Voters at
elections of Members of the General Assembly, and other purposes; which he read in his place
and delivered in at the Table, where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Johnston moved for leave and presented a Bill to further ascertain the Duties of the Different
Surveyers in this State, and other purposes; which he read in his place and delivered in at the
Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Read the petition of Pres. Chapman, praying to be allowed for a Certain sum of Money
consumed by fire. The proof not being sufficient, the petition was rejected.
Read the petition of Elizabeth Egerton, Wilmot Egerton, and Elizabeth Egerton, jun., praying,
&c.
Ordered that the same be rejected.
Read the petition of Thomas Hooper, Esqr., praying to be admitted as a Citizen, &c.
Ordered that the same be referred to the Committee appointed to receive and Consider all such
Petitions, &c.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
In answer to a former Message of yours, relative to appointing a Committee to receive and
consider the Petitions of Robert Hogg, Samuel Marshall, & Thomas Barker, Esquires, and all
other petitions, &c., from persons praying to be admitted as Citizens,
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-------------------- page 638 -------------------we acquainted you that we had on our part referred them to the Committee appointed to examine,
&c., and Report what Bills, &c., are necessary to be brought in & perfected this Session, which
was owing to a misapprehension of the Clerk. The sense of the House was, that the Committee,
which they had appointed to consider the Petitions of Samual Marshall and Thomas Barker,
Esquires, should be a standing Committee on our part, &c., for the purposes aforesaid.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
The Resolve of your House appointing Commissioners to purchase provisions, &c., you will,
with this, receive, Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Messages:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message appointing a Committee to take under Consideration the
Remonstrance from Pasquotank County, with which we Concur, and have appointed Mr. Stone,
Mr. Harvey and Mr. Sumner, a Committee, who will act with the Gentlemen by you appointed
for that purpose.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message appointing a Committee to examine the Accounts of William
Gilbert, late Commissary of Tryon County, &c., with which we concur, and have, for that
purpose on our part appointed Messrs. Stone, Coor, Rogers and Owen, a Committee.
Resolved, that Mr. Hooper, Mr. Nash and Mr. Hewes, be a Committee, on the part of this House,
to Act jointly with a Committee of the Senate, to prepare and Draw up an answer to the
Manifesto & Proclamations issued by his Britanick Majesty's Commissioners.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
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-------------------- page 639 -------------------This House have appointed Mr. Hooper, Mr. Nash & Mr. Hewes, a Committee, on their part, to
Act jointly with a Committee of the Senate for the purpose of preparing & Drawing up an answer
to the Manifesto & Proclamation issued by his Britanick Majesty's Commissioners.
Resolved, that Mr. Hewes, Mr. Nash, Mr. Jones and Mr. Hawkins, be a Committee, on the part
of this House, to Act jointly with such Gentlemen of the Senate as may be appointed, to devise
ways and means to supply this State with Arms and Ammunition with the greatest expedition &
economy possible.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Hewes, Mr. Nash, Mr. Jones and Mr. Hawkins, a Committee, on
their part, to act Jointly with a Committee of the Senate, to devise ways and means to supply this
State with Arms and Ammunition with the greatest expedition.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received your Message referring the petition of the Quakers to a Joint
Committee, and concurred therewith, and have for that purpose appointed Mr. Reniker, Colo.
Martin and Mr. Frazier, to Act with the Gentlemen by you appointed.
We also send you a petition from the United Brethren alias Moravians, which we propose
referring to the same Committee.
At the same time received the petition referred to in the above Message, which being read was
ordered to be referred to the same Committee on the part of this House.
Resolved, that Mr. Nash, Mr. Hooper and Mr. Locke, be a Committee, on the part of this House,
to act jointly with a Committee of the Senate, to inquire and make Report on the Conduct of Mr.
Charles Bonfield, who was cited by the last to attend on the present Session of Assembly,
relative to selling the Brigantine the Pennsylvania Farmer.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
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-------------------- page 640 -------------------Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Nash, Mr. Hooper and Mr. Locke, a Committee, on their part, to
Act jointly with a Committee of the Senate, to inquire into the Conduct of Mr. Charles Bonfield
relative to selling the Pennsylvania Farmer, and Charging Mr. Hewes with being the Purchaser.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House for transporting Ammunition
for the use of the Troops ordered against the Indians.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
You will herewith receive for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House appointing Mr. Jesse
Walton Commissary to the Troops under the Command of Colo. Robertson on the Indian
Expedition.
At the same time received the Resolves referred to in the above Message, and the same being
read were concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the resolve of your House appointing a Commissary to the Troops ordered
on the Indian Expedition, also the Resolve for transmitting Ammunition for the Troops on the
same service, Concurred with by the House.
The House Adjourned till 4 O'clock P. M.
———
The House met according to Adjournment.
The Sheriff of Camden County Certified that Willis Bright & William Burgess, Esqrs., were duly
Elected as Members of the House of Commons for the said County, whereupon, Willis Bright,
Esqr., appeared, was qualified and took his Seat.
The House adjourned till Tomorrow Morning 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to Adjournment.
Read the Petition of John Burgess, late of Wilmington, Merchant.
Ordered that the same be referred to the Committee appointed to receive and Consider the
petitions of all Persons praying to be admitted as Citizens, &c.
Mr. Nash presented a Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of Craven County, praying for a
division thereof.
Mr. Nash moved for leave and presented a Bill agreeable to the prayer of the said Petition, which
he read in his place and delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed & sent to the
Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Messages:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message appointing a Committee to inquire into the Conduct of Charles
Bonfield relative to selling the Pennsylvania Farmer, and concur therewith, and have on our part
chosen Mr. Martin and Mr. Stone, to act in Conjunction with the Gentlemen by you appointed.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message appointing a Committee to devise ways and means to supply
this State with Arms & Ammunition, &c., and concur therewith, and have for that purpose
chosen Messrs. Salter, Davis & McKenzie, to act with the Gentlemen by you appointed.
Mr. Jones presented a Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of Halifax County, praying to
have certain Grants of Lands in Earl Granville's District, made by Thomas Child, Esqr., agent for
said Earl, Confirmed, &c.
Mr. Jones moved for leave and presented a Bill agreeable to the prayer of the said Petition,
which he read in his place and Delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent
to the Senate.
Mr. Whitaker presented a Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of Halifax County, praying
to have part of the said County added to the County of Edgecomb.
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which he read in his place and delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent
to the Senate.
Resolved, that Mr. Miller, Mr. Hardin, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Cleveland and Mr. John Williams
(Caswell), be a Committee to consider and Report what sum shall be allowed the Commissary on
the Indian Expedition, for Rations, &c.
Resolved, that Commissioners be appointed in the several Districts of this State to purchase
provisions for the Army, and that they procure as many hogs as can be had, and Salt and Barrel
the same, they having due regard to the quality of such Pork, and that they be authorized to buy
up as much Salt as may be necessary for this purpose.
Resolved, that the same Commissioners be also empowered to purchase for the use of the Army
as much Pork, already barreled, as can be had; also as much Bacon & Barrel'd Beef; that they
cautiously attend to the quality of such Pork, Beef & Bacon, and that they also purchase Corn,
Flour, Pease & Rice, and that the said Commissioners respectively shall collect such Provisions,
so purchased by them, to some Convenient place in their district, and make a return of the same
to the Governor, or Commander in Chief, of the Quantity so collected, and shall also lay before
the next General Assembly a return of the same with an account of the Expenses & charges
arising thereon.
Resolved, that such of the Commissioners as purchase fresh Pork shall use their utmost
endeavours to get the same Salted and put up in good Barrels at as little expense as possible and,
that they apply the Fat towards such Expense.
Resolved, that the Treasurers of this State advance to each of the said Commissioners the sum of
Ten Thousand pounds and that His Excellency the Governor be requested, in case that any of the
Commissioners hereby appointed should apply to him for a further supply of money to purchase
provisions agreeable to this Resolve, to issue his warrant on the Treasury for a further sum, or to
dismiss and discharge such Commissioners as he may Judge necessary.
Resolved, that each of the said Commissioners shall give Bond with sufficient Security for the
faithful application of such monies
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Governor or Commander in Chief.
Resolved, that each of the said Commissioners shall be allowed for his own trouble in purchasing
& Collecting Provisions for the purpose aforesaid, that is to say for every Barrel of Pork that he
shall make up out of fresh Pork purchased by him, Four Dollars; for every Barrel of Pork and
Beef that he shall purchase already Barrelled, three Dollars, and a Commission of Five per Cent.
on such sums as he may lay out in the purchaseof Bacon, Corn, Pease, Flour & Rice.
Resolved, that Mr. William Bennett, for the District of Edenton; Mr. Hardy Bryan, for the
District of New Bern; Mr. James Bloodworth, for the District of Wilmington; Mr. Joseph Dixon,
for the District of Salisbury; Mr. Nathaniel Rochester, for the District of Hillsborough, and Mr.
William Wooten, for the District of Halifax, be and they are hereby appointed Commissioners
for the purposes aforesaid.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House appointing Commissioners in
the different Districts of this State for purchasing the Provisions therein mentioned and allowing
them the sums therein Mentioned for such services.
We propose that a former Resolve of this House, and Concurred with by the Senate for this
purpose should be expunged from the Journal of both Houses, as the substance of that is included
in the one herewith sent you.
Resolved, that this House will, on Monday next, proceed to the appointment of Auditors to settle
and adjust the Public Accounts of this State.
Resolved, that His Excellency the Governor be directed to raise and imbody Two Hundred and
Fifty foot Soldiers & Twenty-five Horse men, with all possible expedition; Which force, when
raised, shall be ordered into the County of Cumberland, there to seize and apprehend all such
persons as shall be known to be disaffected to the American Cause and believed to be
Ringleaders
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Cumberland, Anson, Guilford, Tryon and elsewhere from whom any injury is to be apprehended
to the American Cause from thus being suffered to continue possessed of their Arms.
That the Troops so to be raised shall have the faith of this Government pledged to them that they
shall not during this Enlistment be marched out of this State.
That the Governor shall use his endeavours that the Troops so to be raised shall be composed of
volunteers who shall receive a bounty of one Hundred Dollars upon Enlistment, and that they
shall continue on service for the term of one Year, unless sooner discharged.
That the Troops so raised shall Compose five Companies, and shall be officered as follows, Viz.:
With one Lieutenant Colonel, one Major, Five Captains, five Lieutenants, five Ensigns and
Thirty non-Commissioned officers; each Company with its due proportion; and that the Light
Horse shall be officered with one Captain, one Lieutenant and one Cornet. That in case a
sufficient number of volunteers cannot be raised for this purpose, that the Governor be
empowered by Draughts in manner as by Law directed to compleat the same from such Counties
as he shall think proper.
That the Troops so to be raised shall receive the same pay & Rations which the Militia are
entitled to when Drawn into actual Service.
That the Governor & Council be empowered to appoint the Commissary & all officers necessary
for this Armament.
That the Governor take the most effectual measures to Arm the said Troops, and give a
preference to such as can find their own Arms in making Enlistments.
That he purchase Horses for the use of the light Horse and other necessary Accoutrements.
That a Copy of this Resolve be immediately transmitted to the Governor, and that, with respect
to the Destination of the said Troops and their intended use, as much Secrecy be observed as the
nature of the service will admit of.
That the Governor be empowered to draw upon the Treasury
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Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House for Raising Men to be stationed
in Cumberland County, &c., &c.
The House Adjourned till To-morrow Morning 9 o'clock.
———
Saturday, 23d January, 1779.
The House met according to Adjournment.
Mr. Richard Cogdell, the Member for the Town of New Bern, & Mr. Solomon Shepperd, one of
the Members for Carteret County, appeared and took their Seats.
Mr. Davidson presented a Petition from the Honbl. Samuel Spencer, Esqr., one of the Judges of
the Superior Courts, praying to have a Certain Tract of Land confirmed to him by Act of
Assembly.
Mr. Davidson moved for leave and presented a Bill agreeable to the prayer of the said Petition,
which he read in his place & delivered in at the Table, where it was again read, passed and sent
to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received a Message from your House proposing to expunge from the Journals a former
Resolve of this Assembly appointing Commissioners to purchase provisions & to adopt another
in lieu thereof, which we will concur with provided you approve of the Amendments we have
made therein.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with, with the proposed amendment.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We have received the Message of your House proposing an amendment in a former Resolve of
this House, with which we concur & have made the same conformable thereto.
The Honbl. the Speaker laid before the House a Letter from the Honbl. Samuel Spencer, Esqr.,
one of the judges of the Superior Courts, and the same being read was ordered to be referred to a
joint Committee.
Resolved, that Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Williams (Caswell), Mr. Courtney and Mr. Person, be a
Committee, on the part of this House, for the purpose afore said.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send you a Letter from the Honbl. Samuel Spencer, Esqr., Judge, &c., the
consideration of which we propose referring to a joint Committee, and have for that purpose on
our part appointed Mr. Hawkins, Mr. John Williams, Mr. Courtney & Mr. Person, a Committee.
Read the Petition of Waightstill Avery, Esqr., Attorney General, &c.
Ordered that the same be referred to the Committee appointed to take under Consideration the
Letter from the Honbl. Judge Spencer.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send you the Petition of Waightstill Avery, Esqr., Attorney General, which we
propose referring to the Committee appointed to take under consideration the Letter from the
Honbl. Judge Spencer.
Mr. Bloodworth moved for leave & presented a Bill for raising Forces for the Defence of this
State, which he read in his Place & Delivered in at the Table, where it was read again, passed and
sent to the Senate.
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Establishing a Militia in this State.
Resolved, that Mr. Lock, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Bloodworth, Mr. Relf and Mr.
Cogdell, be a Committee for the purposes aforesaid.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House for raising men to March to Cumberland, &c.,
concurred with by this House, with the amendment of the words “compelled to” in the first page,
Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House concur with yours in the proposed amendment to the Resolve for raising Men, &c.
Resolved, that the Commissary of Stores, be and he is hereby impowered to remove the public
Powder, &c., from the House that they are at present deposited, into some other convenient place
in the Town of Halifax.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House impowering the Commissary of
Stores to remove the Public Powder, &c.
The Bill for Erecting a Court House, prison & stocks, in Brunswick county, and other purposes,
was read the first time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Read the Petition of Jacob Pope, a Prisoner on parole, praying to be admitted as a Citizen.
Resolved, that the said Jacob Pope be admitted as a Citizen of this State, on his taking the Oath
of Allegiance to the same.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
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We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House for admitting Jacob Pope to the
Privileges of a Citizen, &c.
The Bill for annexing part of Halifax County to Edgecombe, and other purposes, was read the
second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for confirming certain Grants of Land in Earl Granville's District, made by Thomas
Child, Esqr., Agent for said Earl Granville, after his departure from Edenton in North Carolina,
and during his residence in Suffolk, in Virginia, was read the second time, passed and sent to the
Senate.
Mr. Person, from the Committee appointed to consider of the Petition of the People called
Moravians and Quakers, Reported as follows:
That it is the opinion of the Committee that as the end of all Government is to make every
Member of the community equally happy, and as in a State settled by people of different
Religions, this equality of political happiness is inseparable from an indulgence to those whose
religious opinions make them object to the usual form of promises of Fidelity to the State; That
the people called Moravians and Quakers should be permitted to take the following affirmation
to wit:
I, A. B., do solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm in the presence of Almighty God, that I
will truly and faithfully demean myself as a peaceable subject of the Independent State of North
Carolina, and will be subject to the powers and Authorities, that are or may be established for the
good Government thereof, by yielding either an active or passive obedience thereto, and that I
will not abet or join the Subjects or Forces of the King of Great Britain, or others, the Enemies of
this State, by any means, in any conspiracy whatsoever against the said State or the United States
of America, and that I will make known to the Governor or some member of the Council of
State, Judge of the Superior Court, or justice of the peace, all Treasons, conspiracies or attempts
committed or intended against the same, which shall come to my knowledge.
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ought to be made for the above purposes.
All of which is Humbly submitted to the House.
The House taking the said Report into Consideration, Concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above Report be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Committee appointed to consider the
Petitions of the people called Moravians & Quakers, Concurred with by this House.
Resolved, the Bill to further ascertain the duties of the different Surveyors in this State and other
purposes be committed to a Committee of the whole House on Tuesday next.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message referring the Letter from the Honbl. Samuel Spencer, and the
Petition of Waightstill Avery, Esquire, to a joint Committee, with which we concur, and have for
that purpose appointed Messrs. Davis, Martin & Rogers, a Committee.
We also propose referring to said Committee the Consideration of the allowance of the
Governor, Secretary, Delegates in Congress, and other public officers of this State.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House concur with you in referring to the Committee appointed to take into consideration
the Letter from the Honbl. Samuel Spencer, &c., the Consideration of the allowance of the
Governor, Secretary & Delegates in Congress, & other public officers of this State.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
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You will herewith receive the Resolve of your House impowering the Commissary of Stores to
remove the public powder, &c., to some convenient House in this Town, Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Mr. Jones, from the Joint Committee of both Houses, appointed to receive & consider the
Petitions of all such persons as shall pray to be admitted as Citizens in this State, Reported as
follows:
That having duly considered the Petition of Thomas Barker, Esqr., a native of America, and
formerly a resident in this State, find that the facts mentioned in the said Petition are true, who
from his known zeal and Assiduity in representing our affairs at the several public Boards in
England, as our agent at that critical time referred to in the said Petition, and from his firm
attachment to the Cause of America during her late struggles to this time, claims our particular
Regard.
We therefore, unanimously recommend him to be received again into the Bosom of his Country
by admitting him a Citizen thereof and restoring to him his property.
That having with due attention considered the petition of Mr. Robert Hogg, late Merchant in
Wilmington, find the Contents of the same True, and from the Examination of a number of
Gentlemen of undoubted veracity, for the urgent reasons mentioned in his said Petition, and that
he left those instructions to his Factors and Agents to appropriate one-half of his property, if they
found the same necessary, in the Defence of the American Cause, as we have still no reasons to
doubt of his attachment to the Interest of the United States from such a Declaration, and of his
ready obedience at present to the Laws of this Country, we therefore recommend him
unanimously to be admitted a Citizen of this State and restored to his property.
That with equal attention paid to the Petition and Case of John Burgwin, Esq., late of
Wilmington, Merchant, we find the facts referred to in the same to be true. That the Fracture of
his leg, which he received the 8th of January, 1775, was of the most dangerous kind; that he
languished in this situation Five Months
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advised to change this Climate as soon as possible for that of England, otherwise his life would
be in danger, that by the use of the Bath Waters and other remedies in that Country his Leg is
restored in some measure to its Strength, that upon hearing of the Confiscation Act,
Notwithstanding his then infirm State of Health he embarked for New York, where he arrived
and received passport from Congress to return to this State. The many public services that
Gentleman formerly rendered this Country and his ready compliance at present with its Laws,
gives us no room to doubt of his attachment to its interest. We therefore unanimously
recommend him to be received a Citizen of this State, and that his property be restored to him.
That next taking under Consideration the petition of Mr. Thomas Hooper, a native of America,
late Merchant in Wilmington, we find the case of that Gentleman scarce within the province of
the Confiscation Act, as his residence in England was of short duration, and which he
immediately changed for France, this together with the ample Testimonials of the American
Commissioners at Paris, in his favour, added to his former attachment to this Country, thro'
affection as well as principle, induce us unanimously to recommend him, if by any Construction
of the Law he has lost any Priviledges, to be admitted a full Citizen of this State and restored to
his property.
That next considering the petition of Mr. Samuel Marshall, we find that his attendance in
England at the time referred to in the same was necessary and of real Consequence to himself,
being an Heir to an Estate, that required his immediate presence in that Kingdom, to obtain a
Recovery. His prior attachment to this Country, together with his ready compliance with its
Laws, are reasons for which we unanimously recommend him to be admitted a Citizen of this
State, and that his property be restored to him.
That next attending to the Petition of John London, Esquire, late Clerk of New Hanover County,
and examing the contents thereof, we find them true; that his affairs called him to England at the
time mentioned in the said Petition, that he obtained leave of absence from the County Court for
that purpose, that having settled the same he has returned and now prays to be admitted a
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State with Integrity & reputation, and as we have heard of no unfriendly act or intention from
him, we Unanimously recommend him to be admitted a Citizen of this State, and that his
property be restored.
That last attending to the memorial of William Peele, in favour of his Father Doctr. Samuel
Peele, of Northampton County, it appears that the said Samuel Peele departed from this State for
England some time in the Year 1775, with a view to dispose of a small landed Estate & purchase
Medicines; that the said Samuel Peele having transacted his business in England, went over to
France and sailed from thence for the United States, previous to the passing of the Confiscation
Act, was taken prisoner & carried to England. That after many difficulties he obtained his liberty,
sailed for New York & from thence obtained a Flag to proceed to General Washington, by whose
permission be returned to North Carolina. It appears further to your Committee that the said
Doct. Samuel Peele, and every Branch of the Family, have constantly been and still are warm
friends to the United States, we therefore unanimously recommend him to be admitted a Citizen
of this State, and that his property be restored.
Alex. Martin, Ch.
The House taking the said Report into consideration, Concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the joint Committee appointed to receive
and consider the Petitions of all persons praying to be admitted as Citizens, Unanimously
Concurred with by this House.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message with the Report of the Committee appointed to consider the
petitions of the Moravians and Quakers & concur therewith, with the amendments we have made
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should be included within the meaning and purview of the said Report.
At the same time received the Report referred to in the above Message, and the House taking into
Consideration the amendments proposed by the Senate.
Resolved, that they do accede thereto.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the Message of yours proposing amendments in the Report of the
Committee appointed to consider the Petitions of the Moravians and Quakers and have acceded
thereto, and made the Report Conformable.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have appointed the Honbl. the Speaker & Col. Martin, to act with Gentlemen by you
to be appointed, for the purpose of preparing the thanks ef this State to the Honorable Cornelius
Harnett, Esquire, one of the Delegates for this State in the Continental Congress, for his faithful
and important service rendered this State in the Execution of that office.
Resolved, that Mr. Hooper and Mr. Jones, be a Committee on the part of this House for the
purpose aforesaid.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We have received the messages of your House appointing certain Gentlemen therein mentioned
to prepare the thanks of the State to be given the Honorable Cornelius Harnett, Esqr., one of the
Delegates from this State in Congress, and we have for that purpose, on our part, appointed Mr.
Hooper and Mr. Jones, to Act jointly with the Gentlemen by you appointed for that purpose. We
think that the Honbl. John Penn and John Williams, Esqrs., justly merit the thanks of the State
for the great services they have rendered as Delegates in Congress and propose that the thanks of
the State shall also be given them thro' the Assembly.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
You will with this receive the Resolve of your House admitting Jacob Pope a Citizen of this
State, Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Read the petition of Thomas Britten, of Edenton, praying to be admitted a Citizen of this State.
Resolved, that the said Thomas Britten be admitted a Citizen of the State.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House admitting Thomas Britten a
Citizen of this State.
Read the Petition of Henry Hinson, Master of the Sloop Mary, praying permission to load out
with provisions.
Resolved, that Henry Hinson, Master of the Sloop Mary, bound for the Island of Bermuda, be
permitted to load out with Provisions.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House permiting Henry Hinson,
Master of the Sloop Mary, bound for the Island of Bermuda, to load out with provisions.
The House adjourned til Monday Morning 9 o'Clock.
———
Monday, 25th January, 1779. The House met according to Adjournment.
Mr. Cogdell moved for leave and presented a Bill for regulating the Town of New Bern and
other purposes therein mentioned, which he read in his place and delivered in at the Table where
it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
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and other purposes was read the second time and rejected.
Read the Report of the Committee appointed to consider what the Commissary on the Indian
Expedition should be allowed for Rations, and the same was rejected.
Whereas, Mr. Jesse Walton refuses to act as Commissary to the Troops on the Indian Expedition
agreeable to his appointment, therefore,
Resolved, that Mr. Jesse Walton be appointed Contractor for the Troops on the Indian
Expedition. That the said Contractor be allowed one Hundred and Twenty Dollars per month for
his Trouble, to commence from the Day of his appointment.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House appointing a Contractor for the
Troops on the Indian Expedition, &c.
Mr. James Williams moved for leave and presented a Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to
amend the Staple of Tobacco and prevent frauds, passed at New Bern 15 November, 1775, which
he read in his place & delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the
Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
You will with this receive a Resolve of this House for making valid all receipts for Monies
advanced by Entry Takers and Sheriffs for the purpose of raising volunteers of the Militia in the
present Expedition to the Southward.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House for making
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volunteers of the Militia in the present Expedition to the Southward, Concurred with.
The Bill for dividing Hertford County and other purposes, was read the second time, amended,
passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Benjamin Spruill, one of the Members for Tyrrel County, appeared and took his Seat.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received your Message, with the report of the Committee appointed to receive
and consider the petition of all persons praying to be admitted Citizens of this State, which we
herewith return you concurred with.
At the same time received the Report referred to in the above Message, Concurred with.
The Bill for annexing part of Burke County to the County of Tryon, and for other purposes, was
read the first time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The order of the Day for appointing Auditors to settle and adjust the public accounts of this State
being called for and read,
Resolved, that the House Resolve itself into a Committee of the whole to take the same into
consideration.
The House Resolved itself into a Committee of the whole accordingly, and chose Mr. John
Williams, Chairman, and after some time spent therein Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair and Mr.
Chairman Reported as follows:
That it is the opinion of the Committee that two Commissioners be appointed to consider,
distinguish and adjust the State of our public accounts, as well those which have arisen between
the public of this State and its own Subjects as those betwixt this and the several and respective
States of the Union, and betwixt this State and the Continental Congress as the representatives of
the Continent at Large. Such Commissioners to be considered as not having any right to interfere
with the authorities assumed and exercised by the Committees of Claims on accounts appointed
by subsequent Assemblies.
That the said Commissioners be allowed Two Thousand five Hundred pounds each for
Compleating the public Accounts as
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first Session of the next Assembly.
The House taking the said Report into Consideration, Concurred therewith.
The House adjourned til Tomorrow Morning 9 o'clock.
———
Tuesday, 26th January, 1779.
The House met According to Adjournment.
The order of the day for Committing the Bill “to further ascertain the duties of the different
Surveyors in this State and other purposes,” to a Committee of the whole House, being called for
and read,
Resolved, that the House Resolve itself into a Committee of the whole to take the same into
consideration.
The House Resolved itself itself into a Committee of the whole accordingly, and chose Richard
Cogdell, Esquire, Chairman, and after some time spent therein Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair
and Mr. Chairman Reported as follows:
That the Committee have had under Consideration the matter referred to them, and are of opinion
that the Bill ought to be rejected.
The House taking the said Report into consideration, Concurred therewith.
Then, on motion, the said Bill was read the second time and Rejected,
Resolved, that Mr. Lock, Mr. Person, Mr. Nash, Mr. Johnston and Mr. Jones, be a Committee to
examine and Report what amendments are necessary to be made in the Land Office Bill, &c.,
and recommend such alterations as they shall deem necessary.
Mr. John Williams (Caswell), presented a Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of Guilford
County, praying a division thereof.
Mr. Williams moved for leave and presented a Bill agreeable to the prayer of the said Petition,
which he read in his place and delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent
to the Senate.

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 658 -------------------The Bill for dividing Craven County into two Distinct Counties, and for other purposes therein
mentioned, was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Resolved, that Mr. Winslow, Mr. John Williams (Caswell), Mr. Cogdell, Mr. Baker and Mr.
Johnston, be a Committee of Claims to settle and allow Accounts separate and Apart from the
former Committee appointed by this House for that purpose.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House being informed that it is necessary, from the multiplicity of business before the
Committee of Claims, to appoint another Committee of Claims to settle and allow accounts
separate and apart from the other, have appointed Mr. Winslow, Mr. John Williams (Caswell),
Mr. Clinton, Mr. Cogdell, Mr. Baker and Mr. Johnston, to act jointly with such Gentlemen as
you may appoint for the purpose aforesaid.
Resolved, that Mr. Benjamin Clarke, of Bladen County, be allowed the sum of Eighty pounds for
a Fellow named Jim which was executed at Wilmington for stealing. That the Treasurers, or
either of them, pay him the same and be allowed.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Resolve of this House allowing Mr. Benjamin
Clarke a certain sum therein mentioned.
The Bill for ascertaining what property in this State shall be deemed Taxable property, the
method of Assessing the same and collecting the public taxes, and other purposes, was read the
first time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House being informed that several persons in the different parts of this State have in their
possession public Cloathing,
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At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House relative to public Cloathing, in the Hands of
sundry people in different parts of the State, concurred with.
The House adjourned till tomorrow Morning 9 o'clock.
———
Wednesday, 26th January, 1779.
The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. Winslow moved for leave and presented a Bill for the ease and convenience of the Militia in
the west end of Rowan County, which he read in his place and Delivered in at the Table, where it
was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received your Message appointing another Committee of Claims, and concur
therewith, for which purpose we have appointed Messrs. Shepperd, Rogers, Frazier, Birdsong
and Brown, to Act with the Gentlemen by you appointed.
Mr. Nash, from the Committee appointed to take under consideration the Petition of the people
of Pasquotank, relative to the Slaves liberated by the Quakers, Reported as follows:
Your Committee having taken under consideration the Petition of the People of Pasquotank,
relative to the Slaves liberated by the Quakers, came to the following opinion, that the Conduct
of the said Quakers in setting their Slaves free, at a time when our open and declared Enemies
were endeavoring to bring about an Insurrection of the Slaves, was highly criminal and
reprehensible, and that it was also directly contrary to the known and
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former Laws prohibiting the freeing of Slaves, except under certain circumstances, could not be
carried into Execution, because in the change of Government there remained no Church wardens
to execute the same, and it of Course became necessary to make provision against the evil then in
practice and more alarming than ever, and to answer this end an Act was passed at a General
Assembly, held at New Bern, the 8th Day of April, 1777, and as some doubts have arisen
whether the Slaves liberated before the passing of that act were subject to the same penalties and
proceedings as Slaves liberated afterwards, your Committee are of opinion that justice and policy
require that a Bill should now be brought in to explain the said Act and to confirm all Sales of
Slaves heretofore made bona fida in consequence of it, in order that the evil, intended to be
guarded against, may be fully answered, and fair and honest purchasers, under the sanction of the
said Law, may be quieted in their respective possessions.
The House taking the said Report into Consideration, Concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above Report be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Committee appointed to take under
consideration the Petition of the people of Pasquotank, &c., Concurred with by this House.
Resolved, that the treasurers be directed to receive of the Tax Gatherers and County Treasurers
all old proclamation Money collected or received by such Tax Gatherers and County Treasurers
in payment of public Taxes; Oath being first made that such Proclamation Money was so
collected or received on or before the first Day of February, 1779.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Conurrence a Resolve of this House
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Resolved, that thirty shillings per Day be allowed to George Cavey, Master of the Flag of Truce
sent by the British Commissioners with Dispatches to this State, and now a prisoner of War, for
his maintenance, while in this State, to commence from this Day, and that the said Cavey be
impowered to draw on the Treasurer of the Northern District for the same.
Resolved also, that the Commissary at Halifax be directed to furnish Rations to the common
Sailers who came in the aforesaid Flag, in the same manner as to Continental Soldiers.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House allowing the Flag Master and
men the sum of money, and Rations therein mentioned, for their Maintenance.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Herewith you'l receive the Resolve of your House appointing Mr. Jesse Walton, Contractor, for
purposes therein mentioned, Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Herewith you will Receive the Resolve of this House in favour of Mr. Benjamin Clark,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House allowing Mrs. Sarah Dupree a
certain sum therein mentioned.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House allowing Mrs. Sarah Dupree the sum therein
mentioned, Concurred with.
Mr. Adkin McLemore, one of the Members for Bute County, appeared and took his Seat.
Mr. Nash moved for leave and presented a Bill to explain an Act entitled an Act to prevent
domestic insurrections and for other purposes, which he read in his place and delivered in at the
Table where it was read again, passed & sent to the Senate.
The Bill for dividing Craven County into two Distinct Counties, and for other purposes therein
mentioned, was read the third time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to lay out and establish a Town on the Land Adjacent to the Court House in Guilford
County, was read the first time, passed & sent to the Senate.
Mr. Johnston, from the Committee appointed to amend the Bill for regulating and establishing a
Militia in this State, presented the same amended. Then, on Motion,
Resolved, that the House Resolve itself into a Committee of the whole and take under
consideration the further amendments necessary to be made therein.
The House Resolved itself into a Committee of the whole accordingly, and chose Richard
Cogdell, Esquire, Chairman, and after some time spent therein Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair,
and Mr. Chairman Reported:
That the Committee had come to several Resolutions on the matter referred to them but not
having time to reduce them to form desired leave to sit again in the afternoon.
Resolved, that the Committee have leave to sit again in the afternoon.
The House Adjourned till 4 o'clock P. M.
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The Bill for erecting a Court House, prison & stocks, in Brunswick County, and other purposes,
was read the second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Tbe order of the afternoon for taking under consideration the further amendments necessary to be
made in the Bill for regulating and establishing a Militia in this State being called for and Read,
Resolved, that the House Resolve itself into a Committee of the whole to take the same under
Consideration.
The House Resolved itself into a Committee of the whole accordingly, Richard Cogdell, Esq., in
the Chair, and after some time spent therein Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, and Mr. Chairman
Reported:
That the Committee had come to several Resolutions on the matter referred to them, but not
having time to reduce them to form desired leave to sit again To-morrow.
Resolved, that the said Committee have leave to sit again Tomorrow.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o'clock.
———
Thursday, 28th January, 1779.
The House met according to Adjournment.
Read the Petition of a number of the inhabitants of New Hanover, Duplin & Bladen Counties,
praying to have a new County, made by taking part of each of the said Counties.
Mr. Bloodworth moved for leave and presented a Bill agreeable to the prayer of the said Petition,
which was read in his place and delivered in at the Table, where it was again read, passed and
sent to the Senate.
Read the Petition of a number of the people of Currituck County praying to have a Fortification
erected at Currituck Inlet.
Ordered that the same be referred to a Committee.
Resolved, that Mr. Hewes, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Jones, Mr. Gorham, Mr. Hunter, Mr. Locke and
Mr. McLemore, be a Committee for the purpose aforesaid.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
You will receive with this the Resolve of your House directing the Treasurers to receive Old
proclamation Money from the Tax Gatherers and County Treasurers in payment of Public Taxes,
&c., Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
The Bill for dividing Bute County into two distinct Counties, and for other purposes therein
contained, was read the second time amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Hooper presented the petition of Richard Quince and Parker Quince, Executors of the last
Will & Testament of Richard Quince, Deceased, praying to have an Act of Assembly passed for
the purposes therein mentioned.
Mr. Hooper moved for leave and presented a Bill agreeable to the prayer of the said Petition,
which he read in his place and delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent
to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House appointing a Committee to
receive and count the old money from the Treasurer.
Resolved, that Mr. Person, Mr. Davidson, Mr. Hunter and Mr. Hewes, be a Committee, to Act
with the Gentlemen of the Senate, appointed, to receive and count the Old money from the
Treasurer.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Person, Mr. Davidson, Mr. Hunter & Mr. Hewes, a Committee,
to Act jointly with the Gentlemen by you appointed, to receive and Count the old Money from
the Treasurer.
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passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Courtney moved for leave and presented a Bill for the suppression of vice and immorality,
which he read in his place, and delivered in at the Table where it was read again, passed and sent
to the Senate.
The Bill for dividing the County of Guilford into two distinct Counties, and other purposes, was
read the second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for the Ease and Convenience of the Militia in the west end of Rowan County was read
the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House citing Philip Alston and
Thomas Hadley to make Report to the next Assembly of their Settlement with Col. Folsom.
At the same time Received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House citing Philip Alston and Thomas Hadley to attend
the next Assembly for the purposes therein mentioned, Concurred with.
The Bill for levying a Tax for the Year One Thousand seven Hundred and seventy-nine, and
other purposes, was read the first time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for dividing Tryon County, and for other purposes, was read the first time, passed and
sent to the Senate.
Mr. Hooper, from the Committee appointed to take into Consideration certain Letters and papers
relative to the Sale of the Pennsylvania Farmer and the Resolve which took place at the last
Assembly held at Hillsborough concerning the same, Reported as follows:
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the Vendue Master, it is their opinion that Mr. Hewes was not the last bidder at the Auction of
the said Vessel, but that the last bid was for the sum of £5.100, and that Mr. Hewes was for
£5.000 only, and that, therefore, he is by no means chargeable to the public or obliged to take the
said Vessel, all which is submitted.
Alex Martin.
The House taking the said Report into consideration, Concurred therewith.
Ordered that the said Report be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Committee relative to the Sale of the
Pennsylvania Farmer, Concurred with by this House.
The Bills to explain an Act, intitled an Act to prevent Domestic insurrections, and for other
purposes, was read the second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The order of the Day for taking under Consideration the further amendments necessary to be
made in the Bill for regulating a Militia in this State being called for and read,
Resolved, that the House Resolve itself into a Committee of the whole to take the same under
Consideration.
The House Resolved itself into a Committee of the whole accordingly, Richard Cogdell, Esquire,
in the Chair, and after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, and Mr.
Chairman Reported:
That the Committee had come to several Resolutions on the matter referred to them which he
was ready to Report to the House.
Ordered that the said Report lie over until Tomorrow.
Whereas, by the last Assessment Law it is requested that each and every person in the State shall
give in a true list on Oath of all Taxable property, wheresoever, to the Justices appointed to
receive such list in the District in which each person respectively resides, and that the Assessors
for such district shall Assess all
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Account of their employers' Lands and other Taxable property in their care, lying in different
parts of the State, to the apparent oppression of Divers good subjects of the State, who are
thereby in danger of being subjected to a double Tax, for remedy whereof it is hereby
Resolved, that it is not the meaning of the said Act of Assembly, nor shall it be lawful for any
Tax Gatherers, to demand any Taxes for any Taxable Estate within his District unless the owner
of such Estate shall be also a resident within his said District.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House declaring the intent and
meaning of the former Assessment Law, &c.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Report of the Committee appointed to take under Consideration the
petition of the people of Pasquotank, &c., Concurred with.
At the same time received the Report referred to in the above Message, Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Report of the Committee relative to the Sale of the Pennsylvania Farmer,
&c., Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Commons referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
The House adjourned till Tomorrow morning 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to adjournment.
Resolved, that this House will not receive any new Bill or Bills after Monday next.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have Resolved that they will not receive any new Bill or Bills after Monday next,
and desire your Concurrence thereto.
The Bill for regulating the town of New Bern, and other purposes therein mentioned, was read
the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. James Hunter, one of the Members for Guilford County, appeared and took his Seat.
Resolved, that Mr. Smithwick be added to the Committee appointed to receive and Consider the
Petition of the people of Currituck.
The Bill for dividing Bute County into two distinct Counties, and for other purposes therein
mentioned, was read the third time, passed and ordered to be Engrossed.
Mr. Wilson presented a Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of Mecklenburg County settled
on a Tract of Land, Number five, late the property of Governor Dobbs, praying, &c.
Mr. Wilson moved for leave and presented a Bill agreeable to the prayer of the said Petition,
which he read in his place and delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent
to the Senate.
Resolved, that Mr. Person, Mr. Jones, Mr. Nash, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Bloodworth and Mr. Hooper,
be a Committee, on the part of this House, to Act jointly with a Committee of the Senate to
prepare and bring in a Bill for carrying the confiscation Act into Effect.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Person, Mr. Jones, Mr. Nash, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Bloodworth and
Mr. Hooper, a Committee, on
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and bring in a Bill for carrying the Confiscation Act into effect.
The Bill for annexing a part of Burke County to the County of Tryon and for other purposes, was
read the Second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for establishing an Academy in the Neighborhood of Hillsborough, was read the first
time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for erecting a Court House, Prison and Stocks in Brunswick County, and other purposes,
was read the third time, passed and ordered to be Engrossed.
Resolved, that the House will To-morrow proceed to read for the Second time, the Bill for
ascertaining what property in this State shall be deemed Taxable property, the method of
Assessing the same & Collecting the public Taxes, and other purposes.
The Bill for the suppression of vice and immorality, was read the Second time, amended, passed
and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message relative to the Resolve for receiving no new Bills after Monday
next, to which we agree.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House appointing Ellis Harting,
Superintendant of Indian affairs, in the stead of James Robertson, resigned.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House appointing Ellis Harting Superintendant of Indian
affairs, Concurred with.
The Bill for annexing part of Halifax County to Edgecombe, and other purposes was read the
third time, passed and sent to the Senate.
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emitting Eight Hundred and fifty Thousand pounds in Bills of Credit for discharging the Debts
incurred by raising Men to reinforce the Battalions belonging to this State in the Continental
Army, For calling in all former Emissions & other purposes, which he read in his place and
Delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Hooper moved for leave to Bring in a Bill to Establish a Court of Chancery and Equity in
this State.
Ordered he have leave.
Resolved, that the Treasurer furnish William Wooten, Contractor for the District of Halifax, with
Ten Thousand pounds more to enable him to purchase provisions agreeable to a former Resolve
for that purpose, the said Wooten to be accountable.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House directing the Treasurer to
furnish the Contractor for Halifax District with the further sum of Ten Thousand pounds, &c.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We received your Message appointing a Committee to prepare and bring in a Bill for carrying
the Confiscation Act into Effect, and have for that purpose, on our part, appointed Mr. Coor.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of Mr. James
Robertson.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurreL with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 671 -------------------Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of James Robertson, Concurred with.
The Bill for ascertaining the lines and Boundaries of a Tract of Land lately granted to Samuel
Spencer, was read the Second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill confirming certain Grants of Land in Earl Granville's District, made by Thomas Child,
Esqr., agent for said Earl Granville, after his departure from Edenton, in North Carolina, and
during his residence in Suffolk, in Virginia, and for other purposes, was read the third time,
amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to impower the Court of Bertie County to levy a further Tax for compleating the Public
Buildings of the said County, and other purposes, was read the first time, passed and sent to the
Senate.
The Bill to empower the County Courts of Martin & Tyrrell to lay a further Tax for defraying the
Expence of the Public Buildings of the Counties, was read the first time, passed and sent to the
Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Joint Committee appointed to prepare
an Address of Thanks to the Honbl. Cornelius Harnett, John Penn and John Williams, Esquires,
which this House have concurred with.
The Honbl. Cornelius Harnett and John Williams, Esquires:
Gentlemen:
The General Assembly of the State of North Carolina, by the Unanimous Resolves of both
Houses, have agreed that the thanks of the State be presented to you for the many great and
important services you have rendered your Country as Delegates in the Continental Congress.
The Assiduity and zeal with which you have represented our affairs in that supreme Council of
the Continent, during a long and painful absence from your families, demand this respectful
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Gratitude.
We cannot but congratulate you, Gentlemen, with ourselves, for those late remarkable Successes
of the American Arms, that under the Auspices and divine providence of Almighty God have at
length humbled the pride of an insulting, vengeful and imperious Enemy; which, together with
those wise Councils and Negotiations, in which you and your worthy Colleagues have borne a
share, have induced the first power in Europe to acknowledge the Freedom, Independency and
Sovereignty of the United States of America, and have given them rank among the Sovereign
Powers of the World.
For the faithful discharge of this your Duty, and the high Trust reposed in you by this State,
Accept, Gentlemen, through me, the thanks and plaudit of your Country.
To which the Honbl. Cornelius Harnett and John Williams made the following reply:
To the Honorable Thomas Benbury, Esquire, Speaker of the House of Commons of the State of
North Carolina:
Sir:
The Honorable Testimony we have received through you, from the General Assembly of this
State, calls for our warmest and most grateful acknowledgedments. We cannot express the
happiness we feel in being assured that the Services we have endeavoured to render our Country,
have met with the approbation of our Constituents.
We join in Congratulation, with you, for the late Success of the American Arms, which under
God have reduced the force, and humbled the pride of an Imperious and cruel Enemy, and it
gives us inexpressible pleasure on being assured that the small share we have had in promoting a
Negotiation, which has induced one of the Greatest and most powerful States in Europe to
acknowledge and Guarantee the Freedom, Independency and Sovereignty of the United States of
America, has been approved by our Country.
Give us leave, Sir, to return our most sincere thanks, for the very Polite manner in which you
have been pleased to communicate to us the Resolution of the General Assembly.
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House for the remaining part of the Session.
On motion, ordered that Mr. Jonas Johnson have leave of absence til Wednesday next.
Resolved, that the Honbl. Speaker be requested to transmit to the Honbl. John Penn, Esquire, the
thanks of the State, as follows:
To the Honorable John Penn, Esquire:
Sir:
The General Assembly of the State of North Carolina, by the Unanimous Resolves of both
Houses, have agreed that the thanks of the State be presented to you for the many great and
important services you have rendered your Country as a Delegate in the Continental Congress.
The Assiduity and zeal, with which you have represented our affairs in that supreme Council of
the Continent, during a long and painful absence from your Family, demand the respectful
attention of your Countrymen, whose minds are impressed with a sense of the most lively
Gratitude.
We cannot but congratulate you, Sir, with ourselves, for those late remarkable Successes of the
American Arms, that under the Auspices and Divine Providence of Almighty God, have at length
humbled the pride of an insulting, vengeful and Imperious Enemy, which, together with those
wise Councils and Negotiations, in which your worthy Colleagues have borne a share, have
induced the first power in Europe to Acknowledge the Freedom, Independency and Sovereignty
of the United States of America, and have given them rank among the Sovereign Powers of the
World.
For the faithful discharge of this your duty, and the high Trust reposed in you by this State,
accept, Sir, through me, the thanks and plaudit of your Country.
The House Adjourned til Tomorrow Morning 9 o'Clock.
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The House met according to Adjournment.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. William Baker, on their part, to examine the Engrossed Bills.
Read the Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of Bladen County, praying, &c.
Ordered that the same be Rejected.
Resolved, that the Members of the Assembly be allowed Ten Dollars per Day each for their
attendance at, coming to and returning from this present Session of General Assembly.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House for ascertaining the Daily
allowance of the Members of this Assembly.
On motion, ordered that Mr. Thomas Hicks have leave to absent himself from the service of the
House for the remaining part of the Session.
Resolved, that the Accounts of William Graham be referred to the Committee appointed to
examine the Accounts of William Gilbert, that they examine and Report on the same.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have thought proper to refer the Accounts formerly allowed Col. William Graham to
the joint Committee appointed to examine the accounts of William Gilbert, and desire your
concurrence thereto.
Resolved, that Capt. Ralph Williams be allowed one Hundred pounds for so much expended by
him Marching the new levies from Granville County, &c., to Peytonsburg, in Virginia; that the
Treasurers or either of them pay him the same and be allowed.
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following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House allowing Capt. Ralph Williams
a Certain sum therein mentioned.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message and Resolve explaining the last assessment Act, but cannot
concur therewith, and propose the Resolve you will herewith receive in lieu thereof.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was agreed to.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the
Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House you propose adopting in lieu of the one sent by
this House for your Concurrence, explaining the last assessment Act, agreed to.
Received from the Senate the following Message: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of
Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House for ascertaining the pay of the Members of the
Assembly, concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Ordered that Mr. Jones and Mr. Nash be a Committee to take out & amend the assessment Bill,
&c.
Received from the Senate the following Message: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of
Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House allowing Capt. Ralph Williams a Certain sum
therein mentioned, Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House for ordering the Regular Troops
in and about the Town of Halifax to Kingston, &c.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House ordering the Regular Troops in and about Halifax
to Kingston, Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House requiring the Governor to issue
no Draughts on the Treasury in favour of the Commissioners appointed to purchase provisions,
&c.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was rejected.
Read the Memorial of William Skinner, Esquire, Treasurer.
Ordered that the same be referred to Mr. Jones & Mr. Nash.
Mr. Davidson presented a Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of Anson County, praying
for a Division thereof.
Mr. Davidson moved for leave and presented a Bill agreeable to the prayer of the said Petition,
which he read in his place & delivered in at the Table where it was read again, passed and sent to
the Senate.
Resolved, that Mr. Wickley Franks, for the County of Jones, & Mr. Henry Hill, for the County of
Franklin, & Mr. Christopher Reddick, for the County of Gates, be appointed to take the Polls of
the Election in their respective Counties, under the same Rules & Regulations of General
Elections, and at the places appointed for holding their first Courts, respectively.
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following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House appointing certain Gentlemen
therein mentioned to hold Elections in the Counties therein mentioned.
Mr. Johnston moved for leave to bring in a Bill to Dock the Intails of Lands.
Whereas, it appears by the Acc'ts of William Wooten, one of the Commissioners for purchasing
provisions, &c., that he has expended a Larger sum of Money than he has received from the
Treasurer for that purpose;
Resolved therefore, that the Treasurer advance to him such further sum as may be necessary to
reimburse him the additional sum as may be by him expended, not exceeding Five Thousand
Pounds, and take further Security for the same.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House impowering the Treasurer to
advance to William Wooten, Commissioner, &c., a further sum of Money, for the purposes
therein mentioned.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Mr. Coor and Mr. Kinchen are appointed on the part of this House to examine the Engrossed
Bills.
The several matters to this Day referred being postponed, the House adjourned till Monday
morning 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to Adjournment.
Resolved, that Mr. Jesse Walton be empowered to draw the sum of Five Thousand pounds out of
the Public Treasury to enable him to provide for the Troops on the Indian Expedition, that the
said Walton give Security to the Treasurer and be accountable for the same, that the Treasurers,
or either of them, advance the same and be allowed.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of Jesse Walton, &c.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message proposing that the Committee appointed to examine the Acc'ts
of William Gilbert be directed to re-examine the accounts of William Graham, to which we
agree.
Mr. Bloodworth moved for leave & presented a Bill for appointing Naval officers in the different
Ports of this State & Directing their Duty in office & for other purposes, which he read in his
place and Delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Hooper moved for leave and presented a Bill to Establish Courts of Chancery in this State
and to regulate the manner of proceeding therein, which he read in his place and delivered in at
the Table where it was read again, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Nash, one of the Committee appointed to take out and amend the Tax Bill, &c., brought in
the same and recommended to the House to take under consideration the amendments necessary
to be made therein.
Ordered, that the same be referred to a joint Committee, that Mr. Nash, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Jones,
Mr. Hewes, Mr. Lock and Mr. Person, be a Committee, on the part of this House, for the purpose
aforesaid.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House conceive that it will be expedient to amend the Bill for levying a Tax, by providing
that all Lands shall be Classed instead of being valued, and for this purpose have appointed Mr.
Nash, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Jones, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Lock and Mr. Person, a Committee, on their part,
to Act jointly with such members of your House as you shall appoint, in Case you approve of
such alteration.
The Bill for annexing a part of Burke County to the County of Tryon, and for other purposes,
was read the third time and rejected.
Mr. Hewes moved for leave and presented a Bill to Amend an Act Entitled an Act for erecting a
prison in the Town of Edenton, for the use of the District of Edenton, which he read in his place
and Delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for apprehending and selling certain Slaves set free contrary to Law, and confirming the
sales of others, and for other purposes, was read the first time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Jones moved for leave and presented a Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to amend an Act
for establishing offices for receiving entries of Claims for Lands in the several Counties within
the State, for ascertaining the method of obtaining Titles to the same, and for other purposes
therein mentioned, which he read in his place and delivered in at the Table where it was again
read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Person moved for leave and presented a Bill for Establishing an Academy in the County of
Granville, for appointing Trustees, and other purposes, which he read in his place and delivered
in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Read the Remonstrance of Mr. Adam Boyd, on behalf of the Continental Officers and Soldiers
from this State, &c.
Ordered that the same be referred to a Joint Committee, and That Mr. Hewes, Mr. Hawkins and
Mr. Bloodworth, be a Committee, on the part of this House, for the purpose aforesaid.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Hewes, Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Bloodworth, a Committee, on
their part, to take under consideration the Remonstrance of Mr. Adam Boyd, on behalf of the
Continental Officers and Soldiers from the State.
Read the Petition of Alexander Diack, Executor of the Estate of William Aitcheson, of Virginia,
Merchant, Deceased, praying, &c.
Ordered that the same be referred to a Joint Committee, and That Mr. Hewes, Mr. Lock, Mr.
Hawkins, Mr. Cogdell, Mr. Whitaker and Mr. Person, be a Committee, on the part of this House,
for the purpose aforesaid.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Hewes, Mr. Lock, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Cogdell, Mr. Whitaker and
Mr. Person, a Committee, on their part, to Act jointly with such Gentlemen of the Senate as may
be appointed, to take under consideration the petition of Alexander Diack.
Mr. Jones, from the Committee appointed to take under consideration the Remonstrance of
William Skinner, Esquire, Reported as follows:
Your Committee having considered the aforesaid Remonstrance, are of opinion that it is
impracticable for the Treasurers to attend at the various times and places which the Law passed
at Hillsborough in August last, for calling in all former Emissions of Money in this State, directs,
And therefore that it is necessary to appoint one or more persons, well skilled in distinguishing
good Money from bad, in each District, who shall be required to attend on the Commissioners
for the new Money and receive from them such sums as the Assembly shall think proper, and
shall exchange the same for Dollar Bills, of the former Emissions, in their respective Districts, in
the same manner as by Law the Treasurers are directed to do.
Your Committee are also of opinion that altho' the appointments here proposed should take
place, it will still be impossible
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same for the Dollar Bills heretofore emitted, within the time limited by Law, wherefore it is
necessary that a further Day be given.
Your Committee, being informed that a Committee is already appointed to count and receive the
old proc. from Mr. Skinner, think it unnecessary to say any thing further upon that head.
The House taking the said Report into consideration, Ordered that Mr. Willie Jones have leave to
take out the Bill to amend part of an Act entitled an Act for emitting Eight Hundred and fifty
thousand pounds in Bills of Credit for discharging the Debts incurred by this State in raising men
to reinforce the Battalions belonging to this State in the Continental Army, for calling in all
former Emissions and other purposes, by inserting a Clause containing the substance of the said
Report.
The Bill to enable the inhabitants of a certain Tract of land lying in Mecklenburg County, known
by the name of Governor Dobbs Tract, number five, to make Entries thereof, and obtain Titles
for the same, was read the second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Hooper moved for leave and presented a Bill to amend an Act intitled an Act to regulate the
pilotage of Cape Fear and Ocracock Bars, and the Rivers leading from the same to Brunswick,
Wilmington, New Bern, Bath and Edenton, which he read in his place and delivered in at the
Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
On motion, ordered that Mr. Jesse Walton have leave to absent himself from the service of the
House.
Mr. Hooper moved for leave and presented a Bill to amend an Act intitled an Act to impower the
Courts for the Counties of Tryon and Guilford to lay a Tax by Assessment for finishing the Court
House, prison and Stocks, in the said Counties, and also to impower the several Counties in the
District of Wilmington to levy Taxes for building a District Gaol and Gaoler's House, in the
Town of Wilmington, and other purposes therein mentioned, which he read in his place and
delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
The Resolve of your House allowing Mr. Jesse Walton to draw a certain sum from the Treasury
for the purpose of supplying the Troops, ordered on the Indian Expedition, with provisions, you
will with this receive, concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have appointed Col. Martin, Mr. Coor and Mr. Kinchen, to Act jointly with the Gentlemen
by you appointed, to take under consideration the petition of Alexander Diack.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message appointing a Committee to consider the remonstrance of Mr.
Adam Boyd, on behalf of the Continental Officers and Soldiers from this State, to which we
agree, and have, on our part, appointed Mr. Coor and Mr. Martin.
The Bill for dividing the County of Guilford into two Distinct Counties, and other purposes
therein mentioned, was read the third time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Ferreby moved for leave and presented a Bill for erecting a Battery at Currituck Inlet, and
for other purposes, which he read in his place and delivered in at the Table where it was read,
passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Bright moved for leave and presented a Bill for laying a further Tax on the Taxable property
of the Inhabitants of Camden County, for the purposes of finishing and compleating the Court
House, prison & Stocks, for the said County, which he read in his place and delivered in at the
Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Mr. Hooper moved for leave and presented a Bill to Establish the seat of Government for the
State of North Carolina, for erecting public buildings and providing proper officers for the public

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 683 -------------------offices, and for the reception of the Public records, and other purposes therein mentioned, which
he read in his place and Delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the
Senate.
The Honorable Speaker laid before the House a Letter from the Honbl. John Williams, Esqr., one
of the Delegates from this State in Congress, resigning his appointment of Delegate.
Mr. Ferreby presented the Petition of Gideon Lamb, and others, praying, &c.
Agreeable to the prayer of the said Petition, Mr. Ferreby moved for leave and presented a Bill to
invest the property of a Bridge or Causeway in Gideon Lamb, his Heirs and assignees, by him
already built, thro' the Great Dismal Swamp, from Lebanon to Camden County, for the term of
Twenty-five years, which he read in his place and Delivered in at the Table where it was again
read, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to empower the County Courts of Martin & Tyrrel to lay a further Tax for defraying the
Expence of the public Buildings of the Counties aforesaid, was read the Second Time, amended,
passed and sent to the Senate.
Whereas, it is necessary that Magazines be erected in the Districts of Edenton, New Bern,
Wilmington, Halifax and Salisbury, for the preservation of the Military Stores belonging to the
United States and to this State;
Resolved, that Commissioners be appointed in each of the said Districts, with full power to
purchase a Lott or Piece of Ground, in some convenient and proper place in such District, and to
contract with workmen to Erect or cause to be erected a proper Building for the purposes
aforesaid.
Resolved, that Josiah Collins and William Bennett, for the District of Edenton; Jesse Cobb and
Major Croom, for the District of New Bern; John James, jun., and Richard Blair, for the District
of Wilmington; Col. Nicholas Long and Col. John Geddy, for the District of Halifax, and Adley
Osborn and David Woodson, for the District of Salisbury, be and they are hereby appointed
Commissioners for the purposes aforesaid.
Resolved, that the Treasurers, or either of them, pay into the hands of the Commissioners for the
District of Edenton the sum of one Thousand Pounds, to the Commissioners for the Districts
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each, respectively, to enable them to Erect the said Magazines as soon as possible, and that the
said Commissioners of each of the said Districts, respectively, be directed to lay before the
General Assembly, at their next Session, their proceedings, with a State of their Accounts and
expences.
Resolved, that the Colonel or Commanding officers of the Militia in the County of Chowan be
directed to appoint a proper Guard to secure the Public Military Stores that are now in the Town
of Edenton.
Ordered that the above Resolved be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House appointing Commissioners to
Erect Magazines for the Reception of the Military Stores, &c., in this State.
The House Adjourned till 4 O'clock P. M.
———
The House met according to Adjournment.
Mr. Lodowich Alford, one of the Members of Wake County, appeared and took his Seat.
The Bill to empower the County Courts, respectively, to order the laying out of public Roads,
&c., and other purposes therein mentioned, was read the first time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Resolved, that To-morrow Morning the House will take under Consideration the Salaries of the
following Officers, Viz.: The Governor, Secretary, Treasurers, Delegates of the Continental
Congress, Judges of the Superior Courts, Attorney General and the public Printer.
The Bill to lay off and establish a Town near Chatham Court House, on the Plantation & Land
formerly the Property of Ambrose Edwards, now entered in the Land Office by Ambrose
George, in said County, was read the first Time, passed and sent to the Senate.
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therein mentioned, was read the first time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to prescribe the Affirmation of Allegiance & Fidelity to this State to be taken by the
People called Moravians, Quakers, Mennonist, and Dunkards, granting them certain Indulgence
therein mentioned, and for other purposes, was read the first Time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to prevent the stealing of Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned, was read the
first Time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Honbl. Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter from the Honbl. Sam. Ashe, one of the
Judges of the Superior Courts, signifying a Resignation of his Appointment, &c.
The Bill for extending the Boundary line between this State & Virginia, was read the first Time,
passed and sent to the Senate.
Resolved, that George Cavey, Master of the Flag sent into this State by his Britanick Majesty's
Commissioners, now a Prisoner of War in Halifax, be paroled within Eight Miles of Halifax
Town, that the Officers & men who came in under the Command of the said Cavey be paroled to
Edenton. That Genl. Jones be requested to receive their Paroles, accordingly.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your concurrence a Resolve of this House for enlarging the Parols of the
men and officers therein Mentiened.
The House adjourned till To-morrow morning 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to Adjournment.
The sheriff of Beaufort County Certified that Thomas Respass, jun., Esq., was duly elected as a
Member of the Commons House of Assembly for the said County, whereupon the said Thomas
Respass, jun., Esq., appeared, was qualified and took his seat.
The Bill for establishing an Academy in the County of Granville, for appointing Trustees, &
other purposes, was read the second Time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for levying a Tax for defraying the Contingencies of the several Counties in this State,
and for other purposes therein mentioned, was read the first Time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Read the Petition of sundry of the Inhabitants of Bertie County, praying, &c.
Ordered that the same be rejected.
The Bill for apprehending & selling certain Slaves set free contraryto Law, and for confirming
the Sales of certain Slaves, &c., was read the second Time, passed and sent to the Senate.
On motion, ordered that Mr. William Baker have Leave to absent himself from the services of
the House after To morrow.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House for enlarging the Parols of certain Persons,
Concurred with.
At the same time Received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
The House adjourned till tomorrow morning 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to Adjournment.
Resolved, that the House will proceed to reading Bills, and not hear any petition whatever til 1
o'clock.
The Bill to lay off and establish a Town near Chatham Court House, on the plantation & Land
formerly the property of Ambrose Edwards, now entered in the Land Office by Ambrose George,
in said County, was read the second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for establishing an Academy in the Neighborhood of Hillsborough was read the second
time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for appointing Naval Officers in the different ports of this State, and directing their duty
in office, and for other purposes, was read the second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for extending the Boundary line between this State and the Common Wealth of
Virginia, was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to amend and explain an Act for Establishing Offices for receiving entries of claims for
Lands in the several Counties within this State, for ascertaining the Method of obtaining Titles to
the same, and for other purposes therein mentioned, was read the first time, passed and sent to
the Senate.
The Bill for erecting a separate and distinct County, by taking off a part of the Counties of New
Hanover, Duplin and Bladen, was read the second time and Rejected.
The bill for dividing Tryon County into two distinct Counties, and for other purposes, was read
the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for dividing the County of Anson into two distinct Counties, and other purposes therein
mentioned, was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Whereas it has been thought proper, for the convenience and easy attendance of the Delegates for
this State in the Continental Congress, that the number of them should be increased.
Resolved, that in addition to the number heretofore appointed there be chosen one other
Delegate, who shall hold and possess
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the members representing the same in the Continental Congress.
Resolved, that another Delegate be chosen in the room of John Williams, Esquire, who has
resigned the said Office.
Resolved, that three members, and three only, of the six appointed, shall attend the Congress at
the same time, and every Delegate so attending shall, during his said attendance, there, going to,
and returning from the Congress, be paid out of the public Treasury at and after the rate of three
Thousand pounds per Annum.
Resolved, that the Additional Delegates now to be chosen, as well as the Delegates who shall be
appointed to succeed John Williams, Esquire, shall be and continue in office for the term of one
year next ensuing the date of their appointment, unless otherwise ordered by a Subsequent
Assembly.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House for providing the Delegation of
this State in Congress, &c.
Resolved, that a Judge of the Superior Court shall be appointed in the room of James Iredell,
Esquire, who has resigned, that each of the Judgee shall attend four Courts at least, of every
Circuit of the Superior Courts, if not prevented by sickness or other unavoidable necessity, and
each Judge shall receive out of the public Treasury Three Thousand pounds per annum.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House relative to the Salaries of the
judges, &c.
Mr. Jones moved for leave and presented a Bill to carry into effect an Act passed at New Bern, in
November, in the year one
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such Persons as are inimical to the United States, and of such persons as shall not within a
certain time, therein mentioned, appear and submit to the State, whether they shall be received as
Citizens thereof, and of such persons as shall appear and shall not be admitted as Citizens, and
for other purposes therein mentioned, and for other purposes, which he read in his place &
Delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and sent to the Senate.
Resolved, that the public Printer be allowed the rate of two Thousand pounds per Annum from
this date, that he be allowed the rate of Twelve hundred pounds for the last year to this date.
Resolved, that the Attorney General be allowed Twelve hundred pounds per annum, and each of
the Public Treasurers Two Thousand pounds per annum, to commence from this Date.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House respecting the Salaries of the
Public Printer, Attorney General and Public Treasurers.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House propose, if agreeable to the Senate, to Ballot at 4 o'Clock in the afternoon for a judge
of the Superior Court, in the stead of James Iredell, Esquire, resigned; Two Delegates to
represent this State in Congress, one in the stead of John Williams, Esqr., resigned, the other to
be added to the Delegation; a Brigadier General for the District of Wilmington, in the stead of
General Ashe, promoted; a Councillor, in the room of William Cray, Esquire, Deceased; a place
for holding the next Assembly at; and put in nomination for a judge, John Williams (Granville),
and Archibald McLaine, Esquires; For Delegates, Joseph Hewes, Alexander Martin, William
Sharp and Thomas Barker, Esquires; For a Brigadier General, Alexander Lillington and Thomas
Brown, Esquires; for a Councillor, Frederick Jones, Esquire; a place for
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If you approve of this measure you'l signify the same by Message.
We have on our part appointed Mr. Person and Mr. James Williams to superintend the Balloting.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
The Resolve of your House appointing Commissioners to erect Magazines for the reception of
Military Stores in this State, you will with this receive, Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Mr. Williams, from the joint Committee appointed to arrange and ascertain the Salaries & fees of
the different officers in the civil department in this State, presented the Report of the said
Committee, and the same being read was rejected.
Then on motion, Resolved, that the Clerks' fees be double what they now stand at.
This being objected to, the Question was put and carried in the Affirmative, Thirty to Nineteen.
On motion of Mr. Person; ordered that the Yeas and Nays be taken down on the said Question,
which are as follows:
Yeas.—Messrs. Johnston, Smithwick, Baker, Peebles, Hawkins, Mayo, Jordan, Sanders,
McCrawley, Hewes, Hooper, Gilbert, Cleveland, Isaacs, James Williams, Swain, Nash, Relf,
Miller, Farrow, Hancock, Williams (Caswell), Davidson, Gorham, Bright, Cogdell, Shepperd,
Spruill, Hunter & Respass.
Nays.—Messrs. Haywood, Williams (Pitt), Cotton, Devane, Bloodworth, Clark, Cain, Clinton,
Jacob Hunter, Whitaker, Fifer, Locke, Wilson, Winston, Ferreby, Hardin, Person, Lindsey &
Stephen Miller.
The Bills to ascertain and regulate the Fees of the Clerks in the Superior and County Courts,
Justices of the peace, and Attorneys, in this State, and directing the method of paying the same,
and other purposes, was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
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We herewith return the Resolve of your House for enlarging the number of Delegates for this
State in Congress, &c., Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have received your Message proposing that the General Assembly Ballot at 4 o'Clock this
Evening, for the several officers therein mentioned, to which we agree, and put in nomination for
a Delegate to represent this State in Congress, Mr. Benjamin Hawkins.
The House Adjourned til To-morrow Morning 9 o'Clock.
———
Thursday, 4th February, 1779.
The House met according to Adjournment.
Mr. Person, one of the Committee appointed, on the part of this House, to superintend the
Balloting for a judge of the Superior Court, two Delegates, a Brigadier General for the District of
Wilmington, a Councillor, and a place for holding the next Assembly at, Reported, that, by a
Majority of the votes of both Houses, Archibald McLaine, Esqr., was Elected a Judge; Joseph
Hewes & William Sharpe, Esquires, Delegates; Frederick Jones, Esqr., Councillor; Alexander
Lillington, Brigadier General; and that the next Assembly was to be held at New Bern.
The House taking the said Report into Consideration,
Resolved, that they do concur therewith.
Read the Memorial of James Iredell, Esq., in behalf of Henry Eustis M'Culloch, and sundry
papers therein referred to.
Ordered that the same be referred to a joint Committee, and that Mr. Person, Mr. Nash, Mr.
Jones, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Cogdell and Mr. Respass, be a
Committee on the part of this House for the purposes aforesaid.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Messrs. Person, Nash, Jones, Hawkins, Hewes, Hooper, Johnston,
Cogdell and Respass, a Committee, on their part, to Act jointly with a Committee of the Senate,
to take under Consideration the Memorial of James Iredell, Esq., in behalf of Henry Eustis
M'Culloch.
Read the memorial of William Palmer, in behalf of his Father, Robert Palmer, Esqr.
Ordered that the same be referred to the Committee appointed to take under Consideration the
Memorial of James Iredell, Esq., &c.
Read the Memorial of the Honbl. Thomas Benbury, Esq., in behalf of Thomas Oldham, late of
Chowan County.
Ordered that the same be referred to the Committee appointed to take into consideration the
Memorial of James Iredell, Esq., &c.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send you the Memorial of William Palmer, in behalf of his Father, Robert Palmer;
also the Memorial of the Honbl. Thomas Benbury, Esqr., in behalf of Thomas Oldham, late of
Chowan County, both of which we propose referring to the Committee appointed to take under
Consideration the Memorial of James Iredell, Esq., &c.
Mr. Hewes, from the Committee appointed to examine into the quantity of Public Tobacco on
hand, and to device ways and means of paying for Twenty-three pieces of heavy Cannon
Imported in the Ship “Holy Heart of Jesus,” Captain Borretts, commander, Reported as follows:
That it appears to your Committee there is about Forty Hogsheads of Tobacco belonging to the
public, in the hands of Mr. Nathaniel Keais; that from the quantity of Salt put into the hands of
the said Keais, your Committee are of opinion the quantity of Tobacco ought to be greater. That
it also appears to your Committee it will require one Hundred and Forty Hogsheads of Tobacco
to pay for the Cannon aforesaid. That Robert Salter,
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quantities as may be necessary to compleat the payment of the said Cannon and to settle and
adjust the Accounts with Captain Borretts, as Agent for the Merchant that Contracted for and
sent out the same, so far as relates to the proportion of such Cannon as have been Landed for the
use of this State.
That the Treasurers or either of them be directed to pay into the hands of the said Robert Salter,
Esquire, the sum of Fifteen Thousand Pounds, to enable him to purchase such quantities of
Tobacco as may be wanting for the purpose aforesaid, and to compleat the settlement with
Captain Borretts, and that he lay his accounts, proceedings and Expenditures before the General
Assembly at their next Session.
The House taking the said Report into consideration, Concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above Report be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Committee appointed to examine into
the quantity of Public Tobacco, &c., Concurred with by this House.
Read the Report of the Committee appointed to consider the petition of Alexander Diack, one of
the Executors of the Estate of William Aitchison, Deceased, and the same was Rejected.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received your Message and Resolve in favour of Capt. Hinson, and propose
passing a Resolve in favour of the Inhabitants of Bermuda, Generally, supposing that many of
that Island will come into this State with the same desire of procuring provisions; and that all are
equally entitled to those Benefits, for which purpose we have sent a Resolve for your
Concurrence.
Received from the Commons the following Message:
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We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of the Inhabitants of the Island of
Bermuda, Concurred with by this House.
Read the Petition of Isaiah Paschal, of Granville County, praying, &c.
Resolved, that Mr. Person & Mr. Peebles, be a Committee to inquire into the facts set forth in the
said Petition.
On reading the Petition of Hance Bond, Captain of Marines on Board the Ship Caswell, praying
to be paid his Wages and the Wages of his Officers and Marines, &c.
Resolved, that, on his producing a Certificate from Capt. Willis Wilson, Commander of the said
Ship, or other sufficient proof of the time he, his officers and Marines have served on Board the
said Ship, That John Easton, Esquire, paymaster, do pay such Wages as may appear to be due.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of Hance Bond,
Captain of the Marines on Board the Ship Caswell, &c.
Whereas, for the want of a sufficient number of Assessors in Captain Mulford's District, in
Bladen County, the property of the Inhabitants thereof have not been assessed agreeable to Law;
Therefore,
Resolved, that any three Justices of the peace in the said County be, and they are hereby,
authorized and impowered to appoint as many assessors for the said District as may be
necessary. That such assessors are hereby required to assess the property of the Inhabitants of the
said District agreeable to the Assessment Act now in force, and under the same rules and
regulations as therein prescribed.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House
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purposes therein mentioned.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Report of the Committee appointed to examine into the quantity of public
Tobacco, &c., concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the Report of the Committee referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Mr. Johnston, according to order, presented a Bill to Dock the Intails of the Lands, which he read
in his place & Delivered in at the Table where it was again read, passed and Sent to the Senate.
The Bill to lay off and establish a Town near Chatham Court House, on the plantation and Land
formerly the property of Ambrose Edwards, now entered in the Land office by Ambrose George,
in said County, was read the third time, passed and ordered to be Engrossed.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
The Resolve of your House impowering any three justices of the peace in Bladen County to
appoint Assessors for a Certain District in the said County, we herewith return you, Concurred
with.
Resolved, that after reading the Militia Bill To-morrow Morning, that the House will proceed to
reading such Bills as are on the third reading.
Ordered that Mr. Gorham and Mr. Respass be added to the Committee of Public Accounts.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received your Messages referring the consideration of the several Memorials, in
behalf of absentees, to a Committee of both Houses, which we cannot concur with, this House
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spirit and intention of the Confiscation Act and would be granting a partial Indulgence to a few
Individuals who are equally as subject to the Rigor of the Law as many others now in the same
situation.
Mr. Person from the Committee appointed to enquire into the facts set forth in the Petition of
Isaiah Paschal, Reported as follows:
That the facts set forth in the said Petition are true, as we are induced to believe, and that the said
Isaiah Pachal is in or about the Fiftieth year of his age, and at this time so infirm and under such
Disability as renders him unfit for the Service.
We therefore recommend him to this House as a fit object of their notice, and that he be in future
discharged from Military duty and future Drafts, for the defence of this State or the United States
of America.
The House taking the said Report into consideration, Concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above Report be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of a Committee appointed to enquire into
facts set forth in the Petition of Isaiah Paschal, Concurred with by this House.
The House adjourned till To-morrow Morning 9 o'Clock.
———
Friday, 5th February, 1779.
The House met according to adjournment.
Resolved, that the House will To-morrow proceed to read the confiscation Act, &c.
Resolved, that Mr. Hewes, Mr. Sessums and Mr. Johnston, be a Committee, on the part of this
House, to examine and report on the accounts of Nicholas Long, Esquire, Deputy Quarter Master
General.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Hewes, Mr. Sessums and Mr. Johnston, a Committee, on their
part, to act jointly with such Gentlemen of the Senate as may be appointed, to examine And
Report on the Accounts of Nicholas Long, Esquire, Deputy Quarter Master General.
Mr. Cogdell, from a Committee of the whole House, Reported the Amendments necessary to be
made in the Bill to Regulate and Establish a Militia in this State, which being read were ordered
to be made in the Bill. Then, on motion, ordered that the said Bill be read the second time. Read
the same the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Read the Petition of Lt. Ptolemy Powell, praying, &c.
Ordered that the same be referred to a Committee. That Mr. Johnston, Mr. Williams (Caswell)
and Mr. Respass, be a Committee for that purpose.
The Bill for apprehending and Selling certain Slaves set free contrary to law, and for confirming
Sales of others, and for other purposes, was read the third time, passed and ordered to be
engrossed.
This being objected to, on motion of Mr. Locke, ordered that the Yeas & Nays be taken down on
the said Question, which are as follows:
Yeas.—Messrs. Haywood, Johnston, Williams (Pitt), Cotton, Smithwick, Devane, Bloodworth,
Peebles, J. Hunter, Clark, Cain, Clinton, Mayo, J. Hunter, Sessums, Turner, Wilson, Sanders,
McCrawley, Gilbert, Hardin, Cleveland, Isaacs, Swain, Nash, Relf, Farrow, Hancock, Brown,
Griffin, Patterson, Williams (Caswell), Gorman, Bright, Shepperd, Spruill, McLemore, Alford
and Respass.
Nays.—Messrs. Jordan, Fifer, Locke, Winslow, Hooper, Person, Lindsey, F. Miller, S. Miller
and J. Hunter.
The Bill for the ease and convenience of the Militia in the West End of Rowan County, was read
the third time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
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We have received your Message appointing a Committee to examine and Report on the Accounts
of Nicholas Long, Esquire, to which we agree, and have appointed Messrs. McKenzie, Coor and
Sumner, a Committee.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
The Resolve of your House in favour of Captain Hance Bond we herewith return you, concurred
with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
The Report of the Committee appointed to inquire into facts set forth in the Petition of Isaiah
Paschal, we herewith return you, concurred with.
At the same time received the Report of the Committee referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
You will with this receive the Report of the Committee appointed to take under Consideration
the Memorial of the Reverend Mr. Adam Boyd, Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the Report of the Committee referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Report of the Joint Committee appointed to take under Consideration the
Memorial of the Revd. Mr. Adam Boyd, Concurred with by this House.
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therein, was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for establishing an Academy in the Neighborhood of Hillsborough, was read the third
time, passed and ordered to be Engrossed.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Committee appointed to consider of
ways and means to supply the State with Arms, &c., Concurred with by this House.
At the same time Received the Report of the Committee referred to in the above Message, and
the same being read was Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Report of the Committee appointed to Consider of ways and Means to
supply this State with Arms, &c., Concurred with by this House.
Resolved, that Mr. Mayo, Mr. Jordan, Mr. James Hunter and Mr. Isaacs, be added to the
Committee appointed to receive and Count the old Proc.
The House adjourned til 4 o'Clock P. M.
———
The House met according to Adjournment.
Read the Petition of Carling Wollard & William Congleton, praying, &c.
Ordered that the same be referred to a Committee. That Mr. Williams (Caswell), Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Peebles and Mr. Bloodworth, be a Committee for the purpose aforesaid.
Resolved, that the House will To-morrow proceed to read the Bill for the Regulation of the Town
of New Bern, The Bill for establishing an Academy in Granville County, The Bill to enable the
Inhabitants of a Certain Tract of land lying in Mecklinburg County, known by the name of
Governor Dobb's Tract Number
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Virginia.
The Bill to invest the property of a Bridge or Causeway in Gideon Lamb, his Heirs and Assigns,
by him already built thro' the Great Dismal Swamp, from Lebanon to Camden County, for the
term of Thirty-five years, was read the Second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for levying a Tax for defraying the Contingencies of the several Counties in this State,
and for other purposes therein mentioned, was read the Second time and Rejected.
The Bill to impower the County Courts of Martin & Tyrrell to lay a further Tax for defraying the
expense of the Public Buildings of the Counties aforesaid, was read the third time, passed and
ordered to be Engrossed.
The Bill to impower the Court of Bertie County to lay a further Tax for Compleating the Public
Buildings of said County, and other purposes, was read the second time, passed and sent to the
Senate.
The Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to regulate the Pilotage of Cape Fear and Ocracock
Bars & the Rivers leading from the same to Brunswick, Wilmington, New Bern, Bath & Edenton
was read the Second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Resolved, that Mr. Lock, Mr. Bloodworth and Mr. Hawkins, be a Committee to take out and
amend the Bill to impower the County Courts of pleas & quarter Sessions in this State to order
the laying off Public Roads, &c.
The Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to impower the Courts for the Counties of Tryon &
Guilford to lay a tax by assessment for finishing the Court House, prison & Stocks, in the said
Counties, and also to impower the several Counties in the District of Wilmington to levy Taxes
for Building a District Gaol and Gaoler's House, in the Town of Wilmington, and other purposes
therein mentioned, was read the Second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The House Adjourned till To-morrow Morning 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to Adjournment.
Mr. Respass, from the Committee appointed to examine the pay roll of Lt. Ptolemy Powell,
Officer of the Guard at Halifax, Reported as follows:
That the same is consistent with the Continental pay.
All which is submitted.
The House taking the said Report into Consideration, Concurred therewith.
Resolved, that the Treasurers, or either of them, pay the said Lt. Ptolemy Powell the amount of
his Pay roll, and be allowed in their Accounts with the Public.
Ordered that the above Resolve and Report be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together
with the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of a Committee appointed to examine the
pay roll of Lt. Ptolemy Powell, Concurred with by this House; also a Resolve of this House
impowering the Treasurers, or either of them, to pay the Amount of the said pay roll.
On motion, ordered that Mr. William Brown have leave to absent himself from the service of this
House.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of Capt. Powell, Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
The Bill to carry into effect an Act passed at New Bern, in November, in the year one thousand
seven Hundred and seventyseven, entitled an Act for confiscating the property of all such
persons as are inimical to the United States, and of such persons as shall not within a Certain
time therein mentioned appear and
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shall so appear and shall not be admitted as Citizens, and for other purposes therein mentioned,
and for other purposes, was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Ordered that the Committee appointed to examine and report on the Accounts of Nicholas Long,
Esquire, Deputy Quarter Master General, be directed to examine and settle the Accounts of
Thomas Craike, Commissary of Stores.
Mr. Thornton Yancey, one of the Members for the County of Granville, appeared and took his
Seat.
The Bill for ascertaining what property in this State shall be deemed taxable property, the
method of assessing the same and collecting the public Taxes, and other purposes, was read the
second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
On reading the Petition of the Rev. Mr. Adam Boyd, praying, that Mr. Bloodworth or Mr.
Mallet, Contractors for the District of Wilmington, be impowered to supply him with his Rations
and Forage due and to become due, agreeable to the Continental Arrangement,
Resolved, that either of the said Contractors be and they are hereby impowered to supply the said
Rev. Mr. Boyd with Rations and Forage, agreeable to the aforesaid Arrangement.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of the Rev. Mr. Adam
Boyd.
The House Adjourned til 4 o'Clock P. M.

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 703 -------------------The House met according to Adjournment.
On motion, ordered that Mr. John Easton have leave to absent himself from the Service of the
House.
The Bill for Establishing an Academy in the County of Granville, for appointing Trustees, and
other purposes, was read the third time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to Enable the Inhabitants of a certain Tract of Land lying in Mecklenburg County,
known by the name of Governor Dobb's Tract, number five, to make Entries thereof and obtain
Titles for the same, was read the third time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Resolved, that the House will, on Monday next, proceed to read for the third time the Bill for the
Regulation of the Town of New Bern.
Mr. Person, from the joint Committee appointed to re-examine accounts of William Gilbert,
Commissary for Tryon County, Reported as follows:
It appears to your Committee that Mr. William Alston acted as a joint Commisary with Mr.
Gilbert, that Col. Graham gave Mr. Gilbert a receipt for a number of Rations, in which were
included one hundred and twenty rations for six days supply for Captain Hardin and his
Company, that Captain Hardin gave Mr. Alston a receipt for a large number of rations for his
Company, in which number the aforesaid one Hundred and twenty rations were also included:
That since that time the said Captain Hardin hath given Mr. Gilbert a Receipt for five Thousand
and seventy-one rations, for said Hardin and his Company, all which receipts for rations have
been charged to the public and paid partly to Mr. Gilbert and partly to Mr. Alston, so that in this
Instance, Mr. Gilbert hath received pay for the aforesaid one hundred and twenty and the last
mentioned five thousand and Seventy-one rations at ten pence each, amounting to two hundred
and Sixteen pounds five shillings and ten pence, which he had no right to charge and which
should therefore be by him repaid into the Treasury of this State. That that part of the Report of
the Committee at Hillsborough, in August last, respecting Mr. Morris, appears to have been
occasioned by mistake and that it
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part of said report respecting Mr. Gilbert certifying the probate of an account when he was not at
that time in the Commission of the Peace appears to your Committee as reported by the
Committee at Hillsboro.
Your Committee further Report, that it appears Colonel Graham gave Mr. Gilbert a receipt for
Six Thousand seven Hundred Rations in full of Rations delivered by Mr. Gilbert to the officers
and men in the service from the first to the 29th day of August, 1776, which Mr. Gilbert charged
in his Account with the Public, and hath been paid for, and that the aforesaid Gilbert hath also
charged the Public by four different receipts four Thousand one Hundred and fifty-two Rations
for the aforesaid Troops and hath received satisfaction from the Public for the same, when in
truth, as it appears to your Committee by the Dates of the Receipts, the same were included in
Colo. Graham's General receipt, and therefore should not have been charged by Mr. Gilbert,
which said four Thousand one Hundred and fifty-two rations, at 10 each amounting to one
Hundred and Seventy three pounds, together with the aforeaid two Hundred and Sixteen pounds
five Shillings and ten pence, amounting in the whole to three Hundred and eighty-nine pounds
five Shillings and ten pence, hath been by Mr. Gilbert wrongfully and intentionally charged to
the public.
The Committee also Report that it appears by the Oath of Captain Hardin that, at the time said
Hardin gave the above mentioned receipt for rations, he told Mr. Gilbert that he had given Mr.
Alston a receipt for the same, and that Mr. Alston had already received the money from the
public. Notwithstanding which Mr. Gilbert hath again charged the said rations to the public, and
hath received pay for the same as is before expressed.
And, lastly, your Committee Report that for want of the vouchers and owing to the great
confusion and perplexity of the Accounts and papers they cannot at present make so full &
satisfactory an investigation of the aforesaid accounts as they would otherwise have done.
All which is submitted.
The House taking the said Report into consideration, concurred therewith, and
Resolved, that on Mr. Gilbert's complying with the two first
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defence, (to the last article thereof only).
Ordered that the above Report, &c., be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Messsage:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Committee appointed to re-examine
the Accounts of William Gilbert, also a Resolve of this House thereon.
The House Adjourned til Monday Morning 9 o'Clock.
———
Monday, 8th February, 1779.
The House met according to Adjournment.
The Bill for regulating the Town of New Bern, and other purposes therein mentioned, was read
the third time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have appointed Mr. Coor & Mr. Sumner, to act with such Gentlemen as you may
appoint, to receive the old proclamation Money from the Treasurer & burn the same this
Evening.
Resolved, that Messrs. Hunter, Williams (Caswell), Jordan, Mayo, Bloodworth, Relf and Fifer,
be a Committee to Act with the Gentlemen of the Senate for the purpose aforesaid.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received your Message appointing certain Gentlemen to receive of the
Treasurer the old proclamation Money and burn the same this Evening, and have for the purpose,
on our part, appointed Messrs. Hunter, Williams (Caswell), Jordan, Mayo, Bloodworth, Relf and
Fifer.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of the Reverend Mr. Adam Boyd,
Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received the Report of the Committee appointed to investigate the Accounts of
William Gilbert, and cannot concur therewith, unless you insert the words “and intentionally” in
the third page of the Report, as it came from the Committee, and we cannot concur with the
Resolve of your House relative to granting Mr. Gilbert time til next Assembly for preparing his
Defence, unless it relates to the last Article of the Report only.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the Message of yours proposing Amendments in the Report of the
Committee relative to William Gilbert, as also the Resolve of this House relative thereto, to
which we agree and have made the same conformable.
Resolved, that Mr. Hooper, Mr. Jones, Mr. Nash, Mr. Lock and Mr. Johnston, be a Committee to
prepare and bring in a Bill for raising Men to March to the Southward.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House impowering the Treasurer to
receive such old Proclamation Money as the Collectors had received bona fide before the first
day of February.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was Concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House impowering the Treasurer to receive the old
proclamation Money therein mentioned, Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Report of the Committee appointed to re-examine the Accounts of
William Gilbert, and the Resolve of your House thereon, concurred with.
At the same time received the Report and Resolve referred to in the above Message, Concurred
with.
Ordered that the Committee to examine the Accounts of Nicholas Long, Esquire, Deputy Quarter
Master General, be a Committee to examine the public Accounts of this State, so far as they are
investigated.
Resolved, that Mr. James Green be directed to pay to either of the Public Treasurers the sum of
one Hundred and four pounds fourteen Shillings and three pence, due by him to the State for
eight Tory and two Public Horses sold at Wake Court House, and that such Treasurer Account
for the same in settlement with the public.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House directing Mr. James Green to
pay a certain sum of Money into the Public Treasury, which is in his hands, for certain Tory &
Publick Horses sold by him.
Mr. William Gilbert, one of the Members of Tryon County, having been charged with passing
sundry erroneous accounts in the former Sessions of Assembly, and a Select Committee having
now fully inquired into the same and reported that the said Gilbert had intentionally defrauded
the publick to a Considerable amount, which Report was concurred with by the Assembly:
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a Seat in the House of Commons, and that he be expelled from the same.
The Honbl. Speaker laid before the House a Letter from John Geddy, Esquire, Lieutenant
Colonel of Halifax County, resigning his office of Lt. Colonel aforesaid.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House directing Mr. James Green to pay a certain sum of
Money into the Treasury, &c., Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
On reading the Bill for levying a Tax for the year one Thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine,
and other purposes, it was proposed that the said Bill be amended by inserting a Tax of three
pence on each pound value of Taxable property instead of two pence, this being objected to the
question was put and carried in the affirmative, 29 to 19.
Then, on motion, ordered that the Yeas and Nays be taken down on the said Question, which are
as follows:
Yeas.—Messrs. Jones, Haywood, Johnston, Williams (Pitt), Cotton, Smithwick, Devane,
Bloodworth, Hawkins, J. Hunter, Mayo, Jacob Hunter, Jordan, Turner, Whitaker, Sanders,
McCrawley, Fereby, Hooper, Swain, Nash, Relf, Williams (Caswell), Gorham, Bright, Cogdell,
Shepperd, Respass and Yancy.
Nays.—Messrs. Peebles, Clark, Cain, Clinton, Fifer, Lock, Wilson, Hardin, Cleveland, Isaacs,
Lindsey, F. Miller, Farrow, Griffin, Patterson, Davidson, S. Miller, Spruill and James Hunter.
The said Bill being read the second time was amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to Dock the Intails of Land was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the
Senate.
The Bill for raising forces for the Defence of this State and the neighboring States, and other
purposes, was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
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between the ages of Fifty and Sixty, were valued at two Hundred Pounds each, and on reading
the same the third time in the Senate, the valuation of two Hundred pounds was Deléd and one
Hundred and Fifty pounds Substituted in lieu thereof, and on reading the same the third time in
this House it was moved and seconded that the valuation of two Hundred pounds be settled, this
being objected to, the question was put and carried in the Negative, 35 to 14.
Then, on motion, ordered that the Yeas and Nays be taken down on the said Question, which are
as follows:
Yeas.—Messrs. Peebles, Hunter, Sesums, Fifer, Lock, Wilson, Winslow, Hardin, Isaacs,
Lindsey, Williams (Caswell) Davidson, Hunter and Alford.
Nays.—Messrs. Jones, Haywood, Johnson, Williams (Pitt), Cotton, Smithwick, Devane,
Bloodworth, Hawkins, Clark, Cain, Clinton, Mayo, Jacob Hunter, Jordan, Turner, Whitaker,
Sanders, McCrawley, Fereby, Hooper, Cleveland, Swain, Nash, Miller, Farrow, Griffin,
Patterson, Miller, Bright, Cogdell, Shepperd, Spruill, Respass and Yancey.
The House Adjourned til 4 o'Clock P. M.
———
The House met according to Adjournment.
The Bill for laying a further Tax on the Taxable property of the Inhabitants of Camden County,
for the purposes of finishing & Compleating the Court House, prison and Stocks, for the said
County, was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for erecting a Town in the County of Washington was read the second time, passed and
sent to the Senate.
Mr. William Bryan, one of the members for the County of Johnston, appeared and took his Seat.
The Bill for dividing Tryon County into two Distinct Counties, & for other purposes therein
mentioned, was read the third time, passed and ordered to be Engrossed.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received & considered a Letter from His Excellency the Governor, a Letter
from the Delegates from this State to His Excellency, which we propose referring to a joint
Committee of both Houses, & have appointed Messrs. Martin, Coor, Rogers & Davis.
Ordered that Messrs. Nash, Hooper, Jones and Lock, be a Committee, on the part of this House,
for the purposes aforesaid.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the Message of yours appointing certain Gentlemen therein mentioned
to Act jointly with a Committee of this House to take under consideration the Letters, &c.,
therein referred to, and have, for that purpose, on our part, appointed Messrs. Nash, Hooper,
Jones and Lock.
Resolved, that the House will, To-morrow, proceed to read the Bill to regulate and Establish a
Militia in this State. Also the Bill to regulate and ascertain the Fees of Clerks in the Superior and
County Courts, &c.
The Bill for dividing the County of Anson into two Distinct Counties, & other purposes therein
mentioned, was read the third time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to impower the Court of Bertie County to levy a further Tax for compleating the Public
Buildings in said County, & other purposes, was read the third time, passed and ordered to be
Engrossed.
The Bill for extending the boundary line between this State & the Commonwealth of Virginia,
was read the third time, passed and ordered to be Engrossed.
The Bill to amend part of an Act entitled an Act for emitting Eight Hundred and fifty Thousand
Pounds in Bills of Credit, for discharging the Debts incurred by this State in raising men to
reinforce the Battalions belonging to this State in the Continental Army, for collecting in all
former Emissions, & other purposes, was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the
Senate.
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therein mentioned, was read the second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill for erecting a Battery at Currituck Inlet, and for other purposes therein mentioned, was
read the second time and Rejected.
The Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act for Erecting a Prison in the Town of Edenton, for the
use of the District of Edenton, was read the second time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to prescribe the Affirmation of Allegiance and Fidelity to this State to be taken by the
people called Moravians, Quakers, Mennonists, and Dunkards, and granting them certain
Indulgences therein mentioned, & for other purposes, was read the second time, amended, passed
and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to Establish the Seat of Government, &c., was read the second time and Rejected.
The Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to amend the Staple of Tobacco, and prevent frauds,
&c., was read the second time and Rejected.
The Bill for the supression of vice and immorality was read the first time and Rejected.
Resolved, that Mr. Bloodworth, Mr. Cleveland, Mr. Winslow & Mr. Isaacs, be added to the
Committee appointed to re-examine the Accounts of William Graham.
The House Adjourned til To-morrow Morning 9 o'Clock.
———
Tuesday, 9th Febuary, 1779.
The House met according to Adjournment.
Read the Petition of John Cruden, sen., praying to be admitted a Citizen, &c.
Ordered that the same be referred to a Committee appointed to take under Consideration the
Memorial of James Iredell, Esq., &c.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send you the Petition of John Cruden, sen.,
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the Memorial of James Iredell, Esq.
We also propose that that Committee take under Consideration the Memorial of the Honbl.
Thomas Benbury, Esq., in behalf of Thomas Oldham, late of Chowan County, and desire your
Concurrence thereto.
Resolved, that Doct. Savage's Acct., for sundries delivered for Col. Chariol's Battalion, be
referred to Mr. Craik; and that he be directed to allow and pay for as much of the said account as
shall appear to him to be founded upon articles purchased for and applied to cloathing the new
Commissioned officers and Common Soldiers of the said Battalion.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House referring the Account of Doct.
Savage, &c., to Mr. Craik.
Resolved, that Messrs. Savage and Westmore be allowed the sum of twelve Hundred and fiftythree pounds six shillings for sundry Cloathing, &c., furnished the nine Months men; that the
Treasurers, or either of them, pay them the same and be allowed.
This being objected to the question was put & carried in the affirmative, 32 to 19.
Then, on motion, ordered that the yeas & nays be taken down on the said question, which are as
follows:
Yeas.—Messrs. Jones, Johnston, Williams (Pitt), Cotton, Smithwick, Devane, Hawkins, T.
Hunter, Mayo, Jacob Hunter, Jordan, Turner, Fifer, Sanders, McCrawley, Hooper, Swain, Nash,
Relf, F. Miller, Hancock, Griffin, Patterson, Williams (Caswell), Gorham, Bright, Cogdell,
Shepperd, Spruill, Alford, Respass and Yancey.
Nays.—Messrs. Haywood, Bloodworth, Clark, Cain, Clinton, Sessums, Whitaker, Lock, Wilson,
Winslow, Harden, Cleveland, Isaacs, Lindsey, Farrow, Davidson, S. Miller, McLemore and
James Hunter.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
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We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House allowing Messrs. Savage and
Westmore a Certain sum therein mentioned.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Resolve of this House in favour of Charles Waddell.
For your further Information we send you said Waddell's account.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of Charles Waddell, Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Herewith you will Receive the Resolve of this House in favour of Col. William Bryan, of
Johnston County, together with the account, which we send for your Concurrence.
At the same time Received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of Col. William Bryan, of Johnston
County, Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of Charles Pasteur,
Esqr.
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same being read was Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of Charles Pasteur, Esqr., Concurred
with.
The Bill to regulate and ascertain the Fees of the Clerks in the Superior and County Courts,
Justices of the Peace, and Attorneys, in this State, and directing the method of paying the same,
and other purposes, was read the third time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of Mr. William
Wooten.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of William Wooten, Concurred with.
Resolved, that Mr. William Gilbert have leave to resign the office of a Justice of the Peace in
Tryon County.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House permitting William Gilbert to
resign the office of a Justice of the peace of Tryon County.
The Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to amend an Act for establishing offices for receiving
Entries of Claims for Lands in the several Counties within this State, for ascertaining the method
of
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amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Resolved, that the House will, tomorrow Morning, proceed to read the Confiscation Bill, &c.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have Unanimously agreed that Mr. Gilbert shall resign his office of a Justice of the
Peace.
The House Adjourned til 4 o'Clock P. M.
———
The House met according to Adjournment.
The Bill to invest the property of a Bridge or Causeway in Gideon Lamb, his Heirs and Assigns,
by him already built, thro' the Great Dismal Swamp, from Lebanon to Camden County, for the
term of Twenty-five years, was read the third time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Resolved, that Mr. Cogdell be appointed to examine the Engrossed Bills.
The Bill to amend an Act intitled an Act to Regulate the Pilotage of Cape fear and Ocracock
Barrs, and the Rivers leading from the same to Brunswick, Wilmington, New Bern, Bath and
Edenton was read the third time, passed and sent to the Senate.
Resolved, that Mr. Nash have leave to absent himself from the service of the House.
The Bill for altering the times of holding certain County Courts of Pleas and Quarter Sessions,
therein mentioned, was read the third time, passed and ordered to be Engrossed.
The Bill for erecting a Town in the County of Washington, was read the third time, passed and
sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of Messrs. Savage and Westmore,
concurred with by this House.
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Concurred with.
The Bill for levying a Tax for the year one Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-nine, and
other purposes, was read the third time, passed and ordered to be Engrossed.
The Bill for ascertaining what property in this State shall be deemed Taxable property, the
method of assessing the same and collecting the public Taxes, & other Purposes, was read the
third time, amended by consent, passed and ordered to be Engrossed.
The Bill for laying a further Tax on the Taxable property of the inhabitants of Camden County
for the purposes of finishing and Compleating the Court House, prison and Stocks, for the said
County, was read the third time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Petition of William Egleson, praying, &c., was read and rejected.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of Doct. Charles
Pasteur, being the Ballance of his Account, it sufficiently appearing the account is justly due.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour Doct. Charles Pasteur, Concurred with.
The House Adjourned till To-morrow Morning 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to Adjournment.
Resolved, that Mr. Cogdell, Mr. Haywood and Mr. Respass, be a Committee to examine and
Report upon the accounts of Christopher Dudley, one of the Commissioners for Erecting
Saltpetre works in the Town of Halifax.
The Bill to amend an Act Entitled an Act for Erecting a Prison in the Town of Edenton, for the
use of the District of Edenton, and for other purposes, was read the third time, amended, passed
and sent to the Senate.
On reading the said Bill, Mr. Relf moved that that part of the Clause which related to repairing
the Court House be struck out.
The question was put and carried against the Motion, 40 to 8.
Then, on motion, ordered that the Yeas and Nays be taken down on the said question, which are
as follows:
Yeas.—Messrs. Haywood, Johnston, Williams (Pitt), Devane, Bloodworth, Peebles, Hawkins, T.
Hunter, Clark, Cain, Clinton, Jacob Hunter, Jordan, Turner, Whitaker, Hardin, Cleveland, Isaacs,
Lindsey, F. Miller, Farrow, Hancock, Griffin, Patterson, Williams (Caswell), Davidson, Gorham,
S. Miller, Shepperd, McLemore, Jas. Hunter, Alford, Respass, Yancey and Bryan.
Nays.—Messrs. Cotton, Smithwick, Fifer, Fereby, Swain, Relf, Bright and Spruill.
Mr. Jones, from the Committee appointed to consider His Excellency the Governor's Letter,
together with a Letter from the North Carolina Continental Delegates, inclosing some
Resolutions of Congress, Reported as follows:
That a sufficient provision is already made by the Militia Law, of this present Session, for the
State Regiment directed to be raised for the particular service thereof, by the advance of the
Militia pay.
Thereupon, your Committee are of opinion that the said Regiment shall not be entitled to draw
Cloathing.
Your Committee are further of opinion that His Excellency be empowered, at his Discretion, to
Grant warrants to the purchasing Commissioners, appointed during the present Session, for so
much Money exclusive of the Ten Thousand pounds to each Commissioner, according to a
former Resolution, as may be necessary
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Commissioners from the Public Service.
Your Committee observe, that by a Resolution of Congress, Dated January 2, 1779, it is declared
“That the whole Emission of Continental Currency of May 20, 1777, and April 11, 1778, shall be
taken out of Circulation, and that the same shall be received for Debts and Taxes into the
Continental Treasury, or into the Continental Loan Offices, either on loan or to be exchanged for
other Bills of the like Tenor, until the first Day of June next, and shall not be redeemable after
the said day; and as the good people of this State are possessed of many Continental Bills of the
Emissions above mentioned, Your Committee recommend that the publick printer be directed to
publish the aforesaid Resolution of Congress, and the members of the General Assembly also to
notify the same to their Constituents, that those who have Continental Bills, of the aforesaid
Emissions, may apply to the Manager of the Continental Loan office in due time.
Your Committee having lastly considered that part of the Letter from the Delegates of this State
which relates to re-inlisting such Continental Soldiers of nine Months men now to the
Northward, and belonging to this State, whose time of service has expired or is about to expire,
beg leave to recommend that a Bounty of three Hundred Dollars per man be given to each
Soldier who shall re-inlist for one year or more in the North Carolina Continental Service, and
that the Continental Delegates be authorized to Act accordingly.
The House taking the said Report into Consideration, Concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Committee appointed to Consider His
Excellency the Governor's Letter, together with a Letter from the North Carolina Continental
Delegates, &c., Concurred with by this House.
Whereas a Petition hath been preferred to the Legislature of this State by the Honbl. Thomas
Benbury, Esquire, in behalf of
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priviledges of Citizens of this State, and be restored to their property, and sitting forth divers
matters & things in the said Petition to entitle themselves thereunto.
Resolved, therefore, that the said Petitions be referred to the Governor & Council, and that it be
recommended to them to enquire into the merits of the said Petitions and the several matters
therein contained and to give notice to the Petitioners to attend with any proofs they may be
possessed of, and that the Governor and Council shall report to the next Assembly the result of
such their inquiries.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House relative to the Petitions of the
Honbl. Thomas Benbury, Esq., in behalf of Thomas Oldham, and the Petition of John Cruden.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House recommending Colo. Robert
Salter to the Command of the Detachment to be ordered as an Escort to the Commissioners who
are to run the dividing line between this State and the State of Virginia.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House recommending Colo. Robert Salter to the
Command of the Detachment ordered as an Escort to the Commissioners, &c., Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
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You will with this receive a Resolve of this House appointing persons for purposes therein
mentioned, which we send for your Concurrence.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House appointing persons for purposes therein
mentioned, Concurred with.
The House Adjourned till 4 o'clock P. M.
———
The House met according to adjournment.
The Bill to impower the County Courts of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, in this State, to order the
laying of Public Roads, &c., & other purposes therein mentioned, was read the second time and
Rejected.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of Doct. William
Savage.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour Doct. William Savage, Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
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Governor's Letter and a Letter from the North Carolina Delegates, &c., Concurred with.
At the same time received the Report referred to in the above Message, Concurred with.
The Bill to carry into effect an Act passed at New Bern, in November, in the year one Thousand
seven Hundred & seventyseven, entitled an Act for Confiscating the property of all such persons
as are inimical to the United States, and of such persons as shall not within a Certain time therein
mentioned appear and submit to the State, whether they shall be received as Citizens thereof, and
of such persons as shall so appear and shall not be admitted as Citizens, and for other purposes,
was read the third time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
It was moved and seconded that the said Bill be rejected, the question was put & carried against
the motion, 32 to 16.
Then, on motion, ordered that the yeas and Nays be taken down on the said question, which are
as follows:
Yeas.—Messrs. Johnston, Williams (Pitt), Jones, Cotton, Smithwick, Devane, Bloodworth, T.
Hunter, Mayo, Sessums, Jordan, Turner, Whitaker, Sanders, McCrawley, Fereby, Hooper,
Swain, Relf, F. Miller, Hancock, Griffin, Patterson, Gorham, S. Miller, Bright, Cogdell,
Shepperd, Alford, Respass, Yancey and Bryan.
Nays.—Messrs. Haywood, Clinton, Hunter, Fifer, Lock, Winslow, Wilson, Hardin, Cleveland,
Isaacs, Person, Farrow, Williams (Caswell), Davidson, Spruill and McLemore.
The Bill to prevent stealing of Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned, was read the
second time, amended, passed and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House appointing Auditors to settle
and Adjust the Publick Accounts.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was Rejected.
Resolved, that one person be appointed to settle and Adjust the Public Accounts, who shall
examine and State all former public
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shall be compleated (or sooner if thereto required), and, in order to prevent any imposition on the
Publick, that he keep Books well bound, in which he shall State all Accounts so examined
against the United States and inhabitants of this State, since the Commencement of the present
War with Great Britain.
Resolved, that John Hunt be and he is hereby appointed Auditor for the purposes aforesaid, who
shall be allowed the sum of three Thousand Pounds for such service, and such other further sum
as the Assembly may think proper. That the said John Hunt shall give Bond with security in the
sum of Ten Thousand Pounds, payable to His Excellency the Governor and his successors in
office, for the faithful discharge of his Duty.
Resolved, that the said John Hunt shall have free access to all Public papers and accounts, and
shall have power to remove the same to any place he shall think most convenient. That he be also
impowered to receive of the Public Secretary such and so many of the large bound Books taken
as the property of Governor Martin, as may be necessary for the purposes aforesaid, and the
Secretary is hereby impowered to deliver him the same.
Resolved, that the said John Hunt be allowed to draw out of the Public Treasury of this State the
sum of Fifteen Hundred Pounds to enable him to proceed on the settlement of the said Accounts.
That the Treasurers or either of them advance him the same & be allowed.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House appointing John Hunt to settle
and adjust the Public Accounts, &c., which passed this House some Days ago.
Resolved that the House will To-morrow proceed to read the “Bill to regulate & Establish a
Militia in this State,” and the “Bill to amend part of an Act entitled an Act for Emitting Eight
hundred and Fifty Thousand Pounds,” &c.
The House adjourned til Tomorrow Morning 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to Adjournment.
On motion, ordered that Mr. Hooper have leave to absent himself from the service of this House
after To-morrow.
Resolved, that William Bryan have leave to resign his Command as Colo. of Johnston County, as
also the office of a justice of the Peace.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the
Senate:
This House have Resolved that William Bryan have leave to resign his Command as Colo. of
Johnston County, as also the office of a justice of the Peace, agreeable to his request herewith
sent you, and desire your Concurrence.
Received from the Senate the following Message: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of
Commons:
This House have ordered their Clerk to make up the Estimate of allowances to the members to
Thursday inclusive.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the
Senate:
This House have ordered their Clerk to make out the Estimate of allowances to include Tomorrow.
Received from the Senate the following Message: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of
Commons:
Herewith you will receive a Resolve of this House for raising the Salaries of the Several Publick
officers of this State.
At the rame time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was Rejected.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have received the Message and Resolve of yours raising the Salaries of the several
Public officers of this State,
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hereof.
Ordered that the following Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence:
Resolved, that each of the judges of the superior Courts shall attend four Courts at least of every
Circuit of the Superior Courts, if not prevented by sickness, and each judge shall receive out of
the public Treasury Two Thousand five Hundred pounds per annum. That the Attorney General
be allowed Twelve Hundred pounds per annum, to commence from the date thereof.
The Bill to regulate & Establish a Militia in this State was read the third time, amended, passed
and sent to the Senate.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House allowing Whitmill Hill,
Esquire, a certain sum of Money which he advanced to the volunteers and Balloted men of
Martin County.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of Whitmill Hill, Esqr., concurred with
by this House.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Committee appointed to re-examine
the Accounts of Mr. Graham, Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the Report of the Committee referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was Rejected.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
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We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of Mr. William Amis.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of William Amis, Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House concur with yours in ordering the Clerk to make out the Estimate to include Tomorrow.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received your Message permitting Mr. Bryan to resign the Command of
Johnston County, and his office of a Justice of the Peace, with which we concur.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received your Message appointing Mr. Hunt, Sole Auditor, &c., &c., and
cannot Concur therewith, this House would wish to avoid giving the Public reasons to say “that
instead of imploying men adequate to the service of the State we endeavour to render offices
suitable to the convenience of Individuals.” We hope the Commons will consider the Resolution
of this House appointing three Auditors, & adopt the same, otherwise the Senate consider this as
a protest against the proceedings of the Commons, who, from partiality to an Individual, deny
Justice to the Public.
As the most cautious attention should be paid to the prevention of every circumstance which may
have a possible direct or indirect
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preserved betwixt the two branches of Legislation, and as an intercourse betwixt the Members of
the twe Houses, when the Houses are sitting, may have a tendency to lessen that independent
unbiased freedom of Debate which each respective House ought surely to preserve;
Resolved, therefore, that it be recommended to the Members of the House of Commons not to
intermix with the Members of the Senate while the latter are upon business, nor to be present in
the Senate House at such time, unless by order of, and in the conducting of the business of this
House. Any person who shall disobey this recommendation is to be considered as tresspassing
upon the priviledges of the Senate.
Resolved, that it be recommended by this House, to Mr. John Hunt, to proceed on the settlement
of the public Accounts.
Mr. Johnston, from the Committee appointed to settle the accounts of Colonel Nicholas Long,
Deputy Quarter Master General, Reported as follows:
That your Committee have examined the said account with the vouchers, and find that the said
Col. Nicholas Long has paid and expended, on account of the publick, the sum of Thirty-five
Thousand five Hundred and forty-six Pounds two Shillings and one penny. That he has received
the sum of Twenty-four Thousand one Hundred & Sixty pounds seven Shillings & ten pence,
and that there is a Balance due to him of Eleven Thousand three Hundred & Eighty-five pounds
fourteen Shillings & three pence.
The House taking the said Report into consideration, Concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above Report be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Committee appointed to settle the
accounts of Nicholas Long, Esq., Deputy Quarter Master General, Concurred with by this House.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House
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At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House for discharging a certain Joshua Parker from the
Continental Service, Concurred with by this House.
Resolved, that the plan of the Town of New Bern, established by an Act passed during the
present Session, for the regulation of the said Town, be authenticated by a Certificate endorsed
thereon, and signed by the Speakers of both Houses, and that the Certificate be in the following
words:
We do hereby certify, agreeable to a Resolution of the General Assembly, dated the 11th Day of
February, 1779, that this plan of the town of New Bern is one of the two plans to which the Act
passed at the General Assembly held at Halifax Town in January, 1779, entitled an Act for the
Regulation of the Twon of New Bern, and for other purposes, refers.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House for authenticating the plan of
the Town of New Bern by a Certificate endorsed thereon and signed by the Speakers of both
Houses.
The House Adjourned til 4 o'Clock P. M.
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The Bill to amend part of an Act entitled an Act for Emitting Eight Hundred & fifty Thousand
Pounds in Bills of credit for discharging the Debts incurred by this State in raising men to reinforce the Battalions belonging to this State in the Continental Army, for calling in all former
Emissions, and other purposes, was read the third time, passed and sent to the Senate.
The Bill to prevent Stealing of Slaves, and for other purposes, was read the third time, passed
and ordered to be Engrossed.
Resolved, that Benjamin Blount have leave to resign his Command as Colonel of Tyrrell County.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have Resolved that Benjamin Blount have leave to resign the office of Colonel of
Tyrrell County & desire your Concurrence.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Report of the Committee appointed to settle the accounts of Nicholas
Long, Esquire, Concurred with.
At the same time received the Report referred to in the above Message, Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House for authenticating the plan of the Town of New
Bern, Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Mr. Lock moved for leave to enter his reasons of dissent against the Bill to prescribe the
Affirmation of Allegiance and Fidelity to this State to be taken by the Unitas Fratrum or
Moravians, Quakers, Mennonists, and Dunkards, and Granting them certain indulgencies therein
mentioned, and other purposes.
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Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We concur with your Resolve relative to Mr Blount's resigning his Command in Tyrrell County.
Resolved that John Armstrong be allowed the sum of Thirtyfour pounds two Shillings & Eight
pence for sundries furnished the nine Month's men, &c. That the Treasurers or either of them pay
him the same and be allowed.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House allowing John Armstrong a
certain sum therein mentioned.
Mr. Mayo, from the Committee appointed to receive the old proclamation money, Reported that
the Committee had attended on the Treasurer and received the sum of Twenty-two Thousand
Seven Hundred and Ninety-one Pounds seven Shillings, which they had destroyed.
Received from the Committee the Reports of the Committee of Claims, which were read and
Concurred with.
Mr. Hawkins, from the Committee appointed to take under consideration the Petition of Carlia
Wollard and William Congleton, Reported as follows:
That it is the opinion of your Committee that James Bonner, jun., Seth Wilson, William Bonner,
Christopher Cooper, Anthony Low, and A. Lewis, of Capt. Smaw's Company, in Beaufort
County, were fairly Ballotted (on the day appointed) Soldiers on the Continental Army for Nine
Months, that some time after the Board of officers in the County took upon themselves, for
reasons unknown to your Committee, to discharge four of the men aforementioned and to point
out the said Wollard and Congleton with two others to supply their places, contrary to the intent
and meaning of the Act directing the method of Ballotting Soldiers. Your Committee are
therefore of opinion that Col. Lamb should
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furnish him the two men that were fairly Ballotted.
All which is hereby submitted.
The House taking the said Report into Consideration, Concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above Report be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Committee appointed to take under
Consideration the Petition of Carlia Wollard and William Congleton, Concurred with by this
House.
Resolved, that——Agerton, of Bute County, be allowed the sum of ten pounds for apprehending,
taking and delivering over to a Continental officer, a Deserter from the Continental Army. That
the Treasurers or either of them pay him the same and be allowed.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of——Agerton.
Resolved, that William Wilkinson be allowed the sum of Ninetyone pounds three Shillings and
nine pence one farthing, for that sum allowed him by the Congress at Halifax, November, 1776,
for which a Certificate hath not been issued, as appears by the Report of the Committee of
Accounts. That the Treasurers or either of them pay him the same and be allowed.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House in favour of Mr. William
Wilkinson.
The House adjourned till To-morrow morning 9 o'clock.
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The House met according to Adjournment.
Mr. Cogdell, from the Committee to whom the accounts of Capt. Christopher Dudley, one of the
Superintendants for the Salt Petre Works, was referred, Reported as follows:
That the Committee having examined the same, together with the vouchers, find a Balance due
from said Dudley to the Public of two Hundred and twenty-seven pounds two Shillings and four
pence.
All which is submitted.
The House taking the said Report into Consideration, Concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above Report be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence the Report of the Committee appointed to examine the
accounts of Capt. Christopher Dudley, Concurred with by this House.
Resolved, that Capt. Nathan Williams be allowed the sum of Twenty-seven pounds seven
Shillings and Eight pence, for sundries furnished Colo. Caswell's Regiment, on the Expedition to
Moore's Creek. That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay him the same and be allowed.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House allowing Nathan Williams a
certain sum therein mentioned.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
You will with this Receive a Resolve of this House for discharging the light Dragoons, raised by
this State, &c.
At the same time received the Resolve of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read was Concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House for discharging the light Dragoons, raised by this
State, Concurred with.
The Honbl. Speaker laid before the House a Letter from the Frontier, &c., and the same being
read was referred to a Committee.
Resolved, that Mr. Hooper, Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Johnston, be a Committee, on the part of this
House, for the purposes afore said.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have appointed Mr. Hooper, Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Johnston, to Act jointly with such
of your House as you may appoint to examine and Report upon the Letter herewith sent you.
This House, above all private considerations, are disposed to part with opinions framed upon
mature deliberation in order to harmonize with the Senate, when their Concurrence is necessary
to effect the very necessary purpose of continuing an establishment of the Courts of Law in this
State, and
Have Resolved that the Governor shall receive three Thousand pounds for the ensuing Year, the
Council four pounds per Day during the time of their service, the Secretary one Thousand
pounds, the Judges two Hundred and fifty pounds for every Court they shall attend, the Attorney
General one Thousand pounds, the Treasurers two Thousand pounds, and ask your Concurrence.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House ascertaining the Salaries of the
Governor, Secretary, Judges of the Superior Courts, Attorney General and Treasurers, also the
Daily pay of the Members of the Council of State.
The Bill for raising Forces for the Defence of this State, and
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Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House for disarming the disaffected
persons in this State.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send for your Concurrence a Resolve of this House appointing Col. David Smith,
Commandant Colonel of Cumberland County, for a Certain time.
At the same time received the Resolves of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read were Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House appointing Colo. David Smith, Commandant
Colo. of Cumberland County, and the Resolve for disarming the disaffected persons in this State,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We have appointed Colo. Graham and Mr. Shepperd, to act with the Gentlemen by you
appointed, to consider & Report upon sundry Letters, &c.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House in favour of Capt. Nathan Williams, Concurred
with.
We also concur with the Report of the Committee relative to Mr. Christopher Dudley.
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You will likewise receive your Resolve in favour of Agerton, Concurred with.
The Resolve in favour of William Wilkinson, we likewise Concur with, and we likewise Concur
with the Report of the Committee relative to Carlia Wollard and William Congleton.
At the same time Received the several Resolves of this House and the Reports of the Committees
referred to in the above Message, Concurred with.
The Reports of the Committee of Accounts were Read & Concurred with.
Mr. Respass, one of the Members of the Senate, informed the House that one other Member of
the Senate was appointed to assist in examining the Engrossed Bills.
Ordered that Mr. Hawkins be appointed of this House for the purpose aforesaid.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
This House have received your Message respecting the Salaries of the most important officers of
this State.
We admit your House above all private Considerations, and only inform you that a Resolve of
this House of the Tenth instant for granting allowances to all the officers you mention is now
lying in your House for Concurrence.
The House resumed the Consideration of the Resolve of the Senate, ascertaining the Salaries of
the Several State officers, &c., Concurred with.
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Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House have resumed the Consideration of the Resolve of your House ascertaining the pay
of the several State Officers, which we herewith return you, Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of
Commons:
We herewith send, for your Concurrence, the Report of the Committee appointed to examine the
Accounts of Thomas Craike, Esqr., Concurred with by this House.
At the same time received the Report referred to in the above Message, and the same, being read,
was Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the
Senate:
We herewith return the Report of the Committee appointed to examine the Accounts of Thomas
Craike, Esqr., Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of
Commons:
Herewith you will receive a Resolve of this House for Conveying Powder, &c., to Salisbury,
which we send for your Concurrence.
At the same time received the Resolve referred to in the above Message, which, being read, was
concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the
Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House for conveying powder, &c., to Salisbury,
Concurred with.
Resolved, that Thomas Craike, Esqr., Commissary of Stores, be allowed the sum of Five
Thousand four Hundred & Forty-three pounds one Shilling and three pence, for Commissions on
sundry purchases for the Publick, and the pay of Deputy Commissaries, &c. That the Treasurers
or either of them pay him the same and be allowed.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate, for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
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We herewith send, for your Concurrence, a Resolve of this House allowing Thomas Craike,
Esqr., Commissary of Stores, a certain sum therein mentioned.
Received from the Senate the following Message: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of
Commons:
You will, with this, receive the Resolve of your House in favour of Thomas Craike, Esqr.,
Concurred with.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Resolved, that General William Skinner be allowed the sum of three Hundred pounds for his
Extraordinary trouble and expence and attendance on the present Session of Assembly, and to
defray the expence of House rent, &c.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate, for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send, for your Concurrence, a Resolve of this House allowing General William
Skinner a certain sum therein mentioned.
Mr. Hooper, from the joint Committee appointed to take into Consideration divers Letters &
papers containing information of an Insurrection in the County of Tryon, Reported as follows:
That it will be necessary to appoint a Brigadier General for the District of Salisbury pro tempore,
(as Brigadier General Rutherford is on service to the Southward) to take command of the Militia
of that District.
That one Thousand of the Salisbury Militia be immediately imbodied, that of this number three
hundred shall be light Horse.
That seven hundred of the Militia be imbodied from the District of Hillsborough, of which one
Hundred shall be light Horse.
That two Hundred light Horse be immediately raised from the District of Halifax.
That one-fourth of the Militia of Wilmington be imbodied, and one-fourth part of these to be
light Horse.
That in case of not being able otherwise to obtain Horses, for the use of the light Horsemen, the
officers, upon such deficiency,
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impress to such officer, who may execute it upon any person having Horse or Horses, which may
be spared, without distressing him in making necessary subsistence for himself and Family.
Any Horse or Horses lent or impressed shall be valued by two Freeholders, one of which shall be
nominated by the party and the other by the Magistrates, and such valuation shall be paid to the
person or persons whose Horse or Horses are thus impressed or lent, provided such Horse or
Horses shall be lost, die or be disabled in the service. And that the owner of such Horse or
Horses shall be entitled to eight Shillings per Day for the use of them.
That the Field officers and Captain of the Militia be impowered to impress, where they cannot be
borrowed or hired, and the valuation of Arms shall be in the same manner as that of Horses.
That the Governor be impowered to imbody a force additional to the above, or to lessen that
number, as exigencies or change of Circumstances make it proper. That he dispatch ammunition
to the Western & Southern parts of this State, and wherever else he may think necessary, for the
General safety of this State, and that he do in all things exercise the executive powers of this
Government to put a speedy and happy decision to this Insurrection.
That it be proposed to the Assembly to appoint officers to the Horse.
That Mr. Matthew Locke be appointed Brigadier General of the District of Salisbury pro
tempore, that he immediately proceed on the Execution of the office of Brigadier General, as
aforesaid, and that a Certificate of his appointment, signed by the Speakers of both Houses, shall
be his Commission and a sufficient warrant for his exercising the rights and assuming the Rank
incident to the office, provided that nothing herein contained shall be construed to hinder
Brigadier General Butler, or any other Brigadier General, from taking the Command of the
Forces raised on this occasion, in case the Governor should think proper to appoint him, or either
of them, to the same.
The house taking the said Report into consideration, concurred therewith.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate, for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
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We herewith send, for your Concurrence, the Report of the Committee appointed to consider and
Report upon the Letters from the Frontiers, &c., Concurred with by this House.
Resolved, That it be recommended to the Governor immediately to dispatch a sum of Money to
Brigadier General Locke, for the purposes of beginning the March of the Militia of Salisbury
District and making the necessary preparations for the defence of the Frontiers of this State.
That he send such Money, under a good and sufficient Guard, thro' the Country, and that the
Governor be impowered to Draw upon the Treasury for such further sums as shall be necessary
to carry the plan of opposition to the Enemy into Execution.
That he issue a Commission of Brigadier General to Alexander Lillington, Esquire, for the
District of Wilmington, and take the most effectual measures to prevent any impression being
made in that quarter by the Enemies Ships, or by them with the concurring aid of the disaffected
inhabitants of this State.
Resolved, that the Brigadier Generals of the Districts of Salisbury, Hillsborough, Halifax and
Wilmington, appoint a Commissary, to supply the Troops now ordered into service, each for
their respective districts, and that such Commissary apply to the Governor for his orders, as well
as Money to make the necessary purchases.
Resolved, that the Governor be desired to issue to the Brigadier Generals of Hillsborough,
Halifax and Wilmington, such sums of Money, and such orders, as may be necessary to expedite
and make effectual the intended opposition to the Enemy.
Ordered that the above Resolves be sent to the Senate, for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send, for your Concurrence, a Resolve of this House recommending to His
Excellency the Governor to dispatch a sum of Money to Brigadier General Locke, for the
purposes of beginning the March of the Militia, &c.
Resolved, that the Speakers of the Assembly write to the Governor of this State and transmit him
the information this day obtained from Tryon County, and from other parts of the State,
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particularly the exigencies of this and the Southern States, and urging the progress of the
Virginia Troops.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate, for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send, for your Concurrence, a Resolve of this House requesting the Speakers of
both Houses to send Expresses to Governor Caswell and the Governor of Virginia, for purposes
therein mentioned.
Resolved, that it be recommended to His Excellency the Governor to send the British prisoners,
now in Johnston County, to some place of safety, and where nothing is to be apprehended from
their insidious attempts to disaffect the subjects of this State or to remove their Slaves.
Ordered that the above Resolve, together with the following Message, be sent to the Senate:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send, for your Concurrence, a Resolve of this House recommending to his
Excellency the Governor to move certain prisoners now in Johnston County.
Resolved, that the Commissary of Stores be directed to furnish two Hundred weight of Powder,
and Lead in proportion, to Colo. John Whitaker, for the use of the light Horse to be raised in the
District of Halifax.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate, for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send, for your Concurrence, a Resolve of this House directing the Commissary of
Stores to deliver Colonel John Whitaker a quantity of ammunition.
Resolved, that it be recommended to the justices of the Peace of the respective Counties to seize
and secure, and even to place at a distance from their places of residence, all disaffected persons
who, not satisfied with entertaining sentiments inimical to the Country,
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may be impowered also to order the Sheriff, with a posse Comitatus, to disarm all persons from
whom any injury to the publick safety is to be apprehended. That this shall not be executed but
by a Warrant, signed by three Magistrates at least, upon due proof made, and the Colonels of the
respective Regiments are directed to furnish every possible assistance to carry this into
execution.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate, for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send, for your Concurrence, a Resolve of this House impowering the Justices
within the several Counties in this State to seize and secure disaffected persons, &c.
Resolved, that John Whitaker be appointed Colonel, and Robert Peebles, Major, of the two
Hundred Light Horse directed to be raised in the District of Halifax, and that the Brigadier
General of the District be directed to apportion the number two Hundred to the several Counties,
and issue immediate orders for enlisting volunteers or making Drafts agreeable to the Militia
Law, to the necessary amount from each County, and that he also ascertain how many Captains
or other Inferior officers each County shall furnish for the Command of the said Light Horse,
allowing one Captain, one Lieutenant and one Cornet to every thirty privates, and the Field
officers in the respective Counties shall thereupon appoint the officers accordingly.
Resolved, that Absolom Tatum be appointed Major of one Hundred Light Horse, to be raised in
the District of Hillsborough, and the following Persons Subalterns, to-wit:
Thomas Satterwhite, Captain.
Solomon Walker, Lieutenant, Granville.
John Taylor, Cornet.
Mark Patterson, Captain.
Nathan King, Lieutenant, Orange.
Joseph Barberry, Cornet.
Jeremiah Williamson, Captain.
David Michell, Lieutenant, Caswell.
John Rhodes, Cornet.
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and Joseph Hardin Major, of the three Hundred Light Horse, to be raised in the District of
Salisbury, and the following Persons Subalterns, to-wit:
John Cruth, Captain, Anson.
David Wilson, Captain, Mecklenburg.
Thomas Harris, Captain.
Moses Grist, Captain, Wilkes.
John Horn, Captain, Surry.
William Hardin, Captain.
John Cruth, Captain, Tryon.
Francis Cunningham, Burke.
Resolved, that the Brigadier General in the District of Wilmington take such steps for the
appointment of the officers necessary for the Command of the light Horse, to be raised therein,
as to him shall appear proper and necessary.
Resolved, that Certificates of the appointment of the Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels and Majors
of the light Horse, now voted for the service of this State, be signed by the Speakers of both
Houses, which Certificates shall operate as Commissions, and shall invest the said officers with
all the Rank and power, which they could or might have, under Commissions from His
Excellency the Governor, and that the Brigadier Generals, in their respective Districts, grant
Certificates of the appointment of the Inferior officers, which Certificates shall have the same
operation as those signed by the two Speakers, in manner aforesaid.
Resolved, that the Brigadier General for the District of Hillsborough, Salisbury and Wilmington,
apportion the light Horse, directed to be raised in the several Counties in those Districts, in the
same manner as before Directed for the District of Halifax.
Resolved, that a Colonel of the light Horse shall be entitled to seven Dollars per Day; a
Lieutenant Colonel and Major, Six Dollars per Day, and Forage and Shoes for their Horses,
together with the same Rations which are allowed by Law to Militia officers of the same
Denominations.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate, for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
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We herewith send, for your Concurrence, a Resolve of this House, appointing officers to
Command the Light Horse to be raised, &c.
Resolved, that Nicholas Long, Esquire, be directed to send to Virginia, immediately, for all the
Fire Arms in that Commonwealth, which belong to this State, and that he have the same repaired
as expeditiously as possible when they arrive, for the use of the Militia.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate, for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send, for your Concurrence, a Resolve of this House directing Colonel Nicholas
Long to send to Virginia for Fire Arms, &c., belonging to this State.
Resolved, unanimously, that the following Message be sent to the Senate, in answer to their
Message of yesterday, with respect to the appointment of an Auditor:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
This House observe, with extreme concern, that you have drawn private resentment into your
Public Councils, and have deviated so far from the Dignity of Senators as to reject a measure of
General Utility from ill grounded prejudices to an Individual.
Indecency of expression in private life is culpable, in public it becomes highly Criminal.
In the first, it wounds the feelings of Individuals and sullies the most benevolent intentions; but
in the latter, in addition to these, it calls forth a warmth into the public deliberations which
prevents that reciprocal condescension which produces mutual information and leads to
measures of wisdom and General utility.
It had been happy for the Senate, if, in their enthusiastic spirit of reprehension, their zeal had not
transplanted them beyond the bounds which Legislative bodies have heretofore prescribed as
rules of practical procedure.
But it is with reformers in politics, as it is with those in religion, they despise knowledge that
results from the experience of others and value themselves upon the powers of Invention.
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-------------------- page 734i -------------------A Body of the Legislature protesting in form against the proceedings of the other branch, is a
doctrine hitherto unheard of, it must mark the genius of the present age, and the Senate of North
Carolina will have the honor of the sagacious discovery. For a Member of the Assembly to
protest against the proceedings of the House in which he sits is founded in the Strictest propriety
and vindicated by our Constitution. It gives him an opportunity to exempt himself from the
imputation of Measures which he disapproves and serves to discriminate him from the Majority
with whom he must have been confounded by persons abroad, unless he availed himself of this
mode to give them information of his real sentiments. But for a Senate to protest against the
proceedings of the Commons, of which they were not a part, to avoid censure for a Conduct
which it was impossible they should take a share in, to arraign an Independent branch of the
Legislature because they dared to differ in opinion with them, has the Badge of novelty at least.
The appointment of Mr. Hunt was, in consequence of an experiment made of his capacity to
perform the trust reposed in him, a preference that was in a measure justified by the opinion of
Gentlemen whose competency the Commons would not have hesitated to pronounce decided, if
the Senate had not indirectly called it in question.
How far the appointment of three is an improvement of the plan of the board of Auditors, let the
public, to whom you have referred us, decide.
If that precise number has particular virtues the secret is with the Senate, reason in this case is
against it; of the three the Senate nominated, one at least must have attended at a distance from
his own home and be exposed to an expence for his subsistence that his allowance would not
have supported. This is one of those trusts which does not require numbers to execute it;
consistency of design and execution is certain where an Individual only is concerned in the
arrangement of accounts, but where many are employed it leads to perplexity from the different
practical modes which each is desirous to procure.
While you charge the Commons with fitting offices to men, and sacrificing the justice due their
Country to a partiality to individuals, one cannot but admire the more enlarged benevolence of
the
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-------------------- page 734j -------------------Senate, which is not restrained to an individual but comprehends a larger scope of merit by
making the public purse more extensively beneficial.
This House, with pleasure, bears testimony to the merit of the characters you have nominated, for
it would give pungent distress to the Commons could they be suspected of depreciating private
worth to defeat a public intention.
In this the Senate must pardon a small deviation from their Example. How far the Senate may
think themselves vindicated in dispensing with an express article of the Constitution by
appointing a Gentleman to a lucrative office who was in possession of one under the same
denomination before, they can best explain, they may perhaps be able to reconcile it to
themselves, but will hardly prevail upon the individual to contrast his own political feelings and
to risque the loss of an established permanent office for one whose duration may much depend
upon the opinion of those who originated his appointment.
The Commons regret that they have been drawn into this recrimination. To have been silent
might have been construed as an acquiescence under your charge from a conviction of its truth. It
might have induced the Senate to persist in this mode of protest from a belief of its regularity,
and drawn into question their legislatorial abilities with men abroad who might not have charity
enough to give them so large a credit upon the score of inadvertence and precipitation as their
friend the Commons are disposed to give. Silence might have drawn them on to the further
assumption of censorial powers which might have struck at the Independence of each respective
body of legislation and infringed the pure principles of the Constitution.
To say more is unnecessary, to have said less might have betrayed an unpolitical inattention to a
Message fraught with exalted patriotick zeal, and deprived the shining example of watchfulness
for the public good of its proper panegyrick.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Herewith you will receive the Report of the Committee appointed to consider and Report upon
the Letters from the Frontiers, &c., Concurred with.

DIGITAL FILE PROVIDED BY: WWW.CAROLANA.COM

-------------------- page 734k -------------------At the same time received the Report from the Committee, referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Messages:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House recommending to the Governor to send a sum of
Money to Brigadier General Locke, for the purposes therein mentioned, Concurred with.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House, appointing officers to the Command of the Light
Horse to be raised, &c., Concurred with by this House.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House, impowering the justices in the several Counties
in this State to secure disaffected persons, Concurred with.
We likewise Concur with your Resolve in favour of General Skinner.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
Your Resolve, requesting the Speakers of both Houses to send Expresses to Governor Caswell,
&c., you'l herewith receive, Concurred with.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House, for removing certain prisoners, Concurred with.
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
You will, with this, receive the Resolve of your House, directing the Commissary of Stores to
deliver Ammunition, &c., to Colo. Whitaker, Concurred with.
At the same time received the several Resolves of this House, referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
The House Adjourned til To-morrow Morning 7 O'Clock.
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-------------------- page 734l -------------------Saturday, the 13th February, 1779.
The House met according to Adjournment.
Resolved, that the printer be and he is hereby directed to print immediately Copies of the Militia
and aid Acts and Resolves relative to raising Forces to quell the present Insurrection, and that he
transmit a copy of each to the Brigadier Generals in their respective Districts, for which he shall
be allowed extraordinary.
Ordered that the above Resolve be sent to the Senate for their Concurrence, together with the
following Message: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate:
We herewith send, for your Concurrence, a Resolve of this House directing the Printer to print
certain Acts of the Assembly and transmit to the respective Districts immediately.
Received from the Senate the following Message:
Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of Commons:
We herewith send, for your Concurrence, a Resolve of this House appointing persons to examine
& receive the Acts of Assembly.
At the same time received the Resolves of the Senate referred to in the above Message, and the
same being read, was Concurred with.
Ordered that the following Message be sent to the Senate: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the
Senate:
We herewith return the Resolve of your House appointing Gentlemen to receive and prepare for
the press the Acts of the Assembly, Concurred with.
Received from the Senate the following Message: Mr. Speaker & Gentlemen of the House of
Commons:
We herewith return you the Resolve of your House directing the printer to strike off certain Acts,
&c., with which we Concur.
At the same time received the Resolve of this House referred to in the above Message,
Concurred with.
The business of the Session being ended,
Resolved, that the Speaker sign the several Acts as the acts of the Assembly, and the Journals as
the Acts of this House.
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-------------------- page 734m -------------------Resolved, that the thanks of this House be given to the Honbl. Thomas Benbury, Esquire, for his
able, faithful and public spirited services as Speaker.
By order of
John Hunt, C. H. C.
Thomas Benbury, S. C.
———
A List of papers laid before the General Assembly at their Sessions in January, 1779.
Resolves of Congress.
1. Respecting the Exportation of Grain from this to the Eastern States.
2. For sending 400,000 Dollars into this State for raising and Equipping Cont. Battalions.
3. Providing for maimed seamen and Soldiers.
4. Raising an Aid of 3,000 Men for Southern States.
5. Requiring Troops to be sent on with the Additional Aid of 2,000 Men.
6. For establishing Comptrollers, Auditors and Treas. officers.
7. Respecting the purchasing of Cannon.
8. Concerning the procuring provisions.
9. Respecting Shipping Provisions.
10. Loan Office Certificates & Money.
11. Recommending the Promotion of Religion and Piety.
12. Relating to Flaggs of Truce with Manifestoes.
13. To Quarter Master & Com'ys department.
14. Reduction of Florida.
15. Arrangement of the Army.
16. Procuring Forage.
Letters From:
1. Mr. Harnett concerning the Public Acc'ts.
2. Mr. Penn accompaning the 400,000 dollars.
3. Mr. Harnett relating to the Public Acc'ts.
4. The Delegates relating to the 500,000 dollars.
5. President of Congress inclosing the requisition of Aid.
6. Mr. Harnett respecting Money.
7. President of Congress inclosing 2nd Aid.
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-------------------- page 734n -------------------8. Committee of Congress respecting public officers.
9. President of Congress in favor of Gen. Lincoln.
10. Governor Henry requiring Galley Caswell.
11. Gen. Lincoln concerning the Enemy.
12. Governor Lowndes concerning the Enemy.
13. Gen. Lincoln inclosing Desposation & Extracts from Lord Sterling's Letter.
14. Governer Lowndes concerning the Enemy.
15. Robert Palmer concerning Confiscation Act.
16. James Iredell's resignation.
State of North Carolina's Acct's. with Cont. Treasury.
Memorial of John London.
Memorial of Robert Ellis.
2 Copies Articles of Alliance & Union with France.
1 Manifestoe Proclamation from the British Commissioners sent by Flagg.
1 Packet of Manifestoes & proclamations.
COUNCIL PAPERS.
1. Colonel Charriol's Acc'ts, and Vouchers.
2. John C. Bryan's Acct's.
3. Capt. Cottineau's Actt's.
4. George Harrison's Letters.
5. Joseph Johnston's Petition.
6. Samuel Crabtree's Case.
7. Farq'd. Campbell's Deposition.
8. Matthew Sharpe's Affidavits.
9. Burgwin, Hogg and Marshall's Petition.
10. James McKay's Petition.
11. Inhabitants of Roanoke Island & Hatteras, Petition.
12. Papers from George Cavey, Master of the Flag.
13. John Harper's Petition.
14. General Ashe's Letter 24 Dec., 1779.
15. Colonel William Thomson's Acc't.
16. Letters from the Governor of Virginia requiring an Aid to reduce the Chickamaga
Settlements.
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-------------------- page 734o -------------------17. Copy Act of Assembly Virg. for appointing Com. to establish the Western Boundary
between No. Car. & Vir.
18. Petition of Thomas Saint.
19. Petition of Hardy Jones concerning John Zach's Grant for Land in Rowan County.
20. Resignation of Major James Smith of Rowan.
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