Cherokee Expedition 1776
Col. William Christian’s Campaign

Available Pension Applications — includes minor edits to enhance readability.

Micajah Adams, 1832 (S1783). He states that in the fall of the same year he volunteered in the
County of Sullivan then North Carolina, now Sullivan Tennessee, & enrolled under Captain
Isaac Blatchin [?] Colonels Christian & Evan Shelby, was again marched to little [illegible word]
River now in Blount County Tennessee then within the Indian Territory against the Cherokee
Indians, was marched by way of the Long Island on Holston River now Sullivan County
Tennessee the double Springs on the big bent [?] on Nolichucky where he remained some days
then to an Indian Ford on French Broad River then across little River on to little Tennessee River
which was in the Indian Territory at that time now now [sic] the late Cherokee Indian purchase
where he was continued some weeks ranging through the Indian country destroying the Indian
Towns & property from there was marched home mostly on the same route he was marched out
and verbally discharged by his Captain Bletcher [?] after having been in that Service six weeks.

William Alexander, 1832 (S2344). In the month of June 1776 this deponent entered the service
of the United States in the County of Pittsylvania Va, as a VVolunteer for six months, in a
company of militia commanded by Captain Joseph Martin, and rendezvoused at Elliotts old store
in the said County, and marched from thence direct to the Long Islands of Holstein [sic: Long
Island of Holston River at present Kingsport TN], where they joined the troops under command
of Colo Christie or Christian [William Christian]. After being stationed at the Long Islands of
Holstein for about six weeks, during which time other troops were collecting — and those that
were there engaged in the erection of a Fort [Fort Patrick Henry], they marched to the Lower
Towns of the Cherokee Nation of Indians [early Oct 1776]. Upon arriving at the Towns, they
found them abandoned by the Indians; but after remaining there some days, a considerable
number of the Indians came in and sued for peace, and surrendered themselves. Those that came
in and offered terms of peace were unmolested, and a proposition made and acceeded to, that a
treaty should be formed in compliance with the terms proposed, at the Long Islands of Holstein
in the ensuing spring — but the Towns of those who refused to surrender or sue for peace, were
entirely destroyed, together with all their corn, stock and other property that could be found.
After destroying their property, and committing such depredations upon them as they could, the
troops returned to the Long Islands of Holstein, where they remained some time, and then set out
for home. This deponent however was selected by request, to take charge of one of his mess
mates who was sick, and was sent on ahead of the company a few days, and arrived at home a
day or two before Christmas; the rest of the Company not arriving however until a few days after
Christmas.

Lawrence Angell, 1832 (S31519). That about the last of July in the year 1776 he was drafted into
the service of the United States under the following officers, to wit: Colonel Joseph Williams
commandant of the Regiment and Major Shepherd (whose Christian name is forgotten) who were all
the field officers belonging to said judgment. Captain Richard Good, Lieutenant Ambrose Blackburn
and Ensign Joseph Keermikee (?) were the officers of the campaign which this declarant belonged.
That at the time of his entry into the service of the United States as above stated he was a resident of
Surry County in the State of North Carolina:--That after entering the service aforesaid in the manner
above named, he marched with the Regiment and Company to which he belonged, from the then
place of his residence over the mountains in the direction of and against the Cherokee Indian Tribe to
the Indian Towns, then known by the name of the Overhill Towns—That in the march, which this
declarant & the company & regiment in which he then served, performed, they previous to arriving at
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the Indian Towns above named, passed the River Holstein at the "Long Islands" and from thence
passed through what at that time was a wilderness, in distance as it was afterwards ascertained 112
miles;--That previous to the arrival of the expedition on which this declarant served, at said Towns,
the same had been evacuated by the Indians and before leaving the same the houses, corn &c
belonging to the Indians were burned and destroyed by said expedition;--That the Regiment and
company to which this declarant belonged were not attached to any continental regiment or company,
but were acting in concert with a Regiment from Virginia under the command of Colonel Christie of
said State, who on joining the Carolina troops i.e., those to which this declarant belonged (which
junction was effected at the Long Islands aforesaid) he (Colonel Christie) took the command of the
whole expedition;--That this declarant continued in this term of service from the time of his entry
into the same as aforesaid until a little prior to the Christmas following it.

Ephraim Banner, 1832 (W3923). That he volunteered the 13th day of July 1776 at Old
Richmond Surry County now Stokes under Capt. Richard Goode, Lieutenant Thos. Evans [?];
Marched under Col. Martin Armstrong to Fishing Creek in Wilkes County the expedition was to
relieve a fort on the Watauga which was besieged by Indians. When at Fishing Creek we
received intelligence that the fort was relieved. We was then marched back to Surry County and
placed under the Command of Col. Joseph Williams & Major Joseph Winston & was marched to
the Long Island of Holston [River] & lay there three or four weeks was then joined by the
Virginia Troops; marched from there under the command of Genl. Christie [sic, William
Christian] to the Indian towns on Tennessee River. On our arrival the Indians retreated. We
destroy several of their towns. Whilst there a treaty of peace was concluded with [illegible word,
looks like “House”] of the Chiefs one named Connestola [?] & Black headed Patridge [sic,
Partridge?], Chestnut [sic, Chestnut ?] &c. Was marched back home and discharged; thinks his
served at least five months and discharged in the month of December—by Capt. Richard Goode;
that he has lost his discharge.

Joseph Banner, 1832 (W9716). That he volunteered the 18th of July 1776 at Old Richmond
Surry County now Stokes under Capt. Richard Goode marched under Col. Martin Armstrong to
the Mulberry fields commonly called Fishing Creek in Wilkes County the expedition was to
relieve a fort which was besieged by the Indians on the Watauga River; while at Fishing Creek
received intelligence that the fort was relieved; we remained encamped at Fishing Creek 3
weeks; was marched back to Surry County; was then placed under the command of Col. Joseph
Williams & Major Joseph Winston and marched to the Long Island of Holston [River]; lay there
about four weeks waiting for the arrival of Virginia Troops. Soon after they arrived [we] were all
marched under the command of Genl. Christie [sic, William Christian] to the Indian Towns on
Tennessee River. On the arrival of our troops the Indians fled; we destroyed their towns &
remained there until there was a treaty of peace concluded with the Indians. Were then marched
back and discharged about the first of December 1776.

George Barker, 1832 (S37710). That he entered the Service of the United States under the
following named officers and Served as herein Stated. That he entered the Service on the
[blank in original] day of September 1776 (the day of the month not recollected) under the
Command of Captain Gilbert Christy, Major Evan Shelby & Colonel William Christy [sic,
William Christian] as a Volunteer under a call of the County Colonel. We Rendezvoused on the
___[blank in original] day of September 1776 at a place called the Long Island on Holston River
in Washington County Virginia here we remained a few days we was then marched against the
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Cherokee Indian Towns on the Tennessee River we destroyed some corn & Indian Huts, after
which we was marched back to the Long Island of Holston and was discharged on the
[blank in original] day of January 1777 — (the day of the month not recollected).

Jacob Beeler, 1832 (S5377). About the year 1775, began to deprecate upon the frontier
inhabitants, and this declarant volunteered under Capt. William Buchwhannon [sic, William
Buchanan?] to guard the frontier and act as a company of Rangers which service he entered in
June of 1775, and continued until the month of January following, after the battle of Long Island
and which was about seven months during which time he ranged the frontier & when not
engaged in that duty was stationed until the arrival of Colonel Christy [sic, Col. William
Christian] & his troops at the Long Island, and his company joined said Christy & descended the
Holston River with him to the Chickamog [sic, Chickamauga] towns, in the Cherokee country &
owing to part taking themselves to flight & others coming in & proposing a treaty, their property
was saved from destruction at that time and the men under Colonel Christy returned again to the
Long Island & declarant & others under Christy continued in service until after the treaty of
Long Island in January being as before stated seven months service that he was then discharged
(verbally) by Col Christy.

Jasper Billings, 1832 (W10295). About the month of August 1776 as a volunteer under
Lieutenant Martin Davenport, and rendezvoused on Roaring River in the said County of Wilkes,
and marched immediately to the North Western side of the Blue Ridge against the Cherokee
Indians, who at that time were very troublesome — when they had proceeded as far as the
Grandfather mountain they halted and struck up camp, and after detailing a portion of the
Company to guard the camp, they [sic, the] remainder divided themselves into scouting parties
and were employed during their stay at that place in scouring the country round about after the
Indians — after about a month or six weeks employed in this manner, and without meeting with
any of the Indians, they concluded that they had abandoned the Country — and therefore there
was no longer any necessity for their services — they accordingly set out for home, and when they
had reached the County of Wilkes, they were discharged by Lieutenant Davenport, and each man
repaired to his home.

Leonard Bradley, 1833 (R12679). In the month of July 1776 again marched from Surry County
under the same officers against the Cherokee Indians, crossing the mountains and passing
Chessel's mines [sic, Chisel's Lead Mines] down the middle fork of Holstein [sic, Holston River]
to what is called the Long Island, there joined and was commanded by Genl. or Col. Christy [sic,
William Christian] of Virginia, and thence marched to the Cherokee Towns, the Country
unsettled at this time recollects no points which they passed on their march until they arrived at
the old Cherokee town which was on the 18t day of October 1776 found no Indians, and
remained there ranging the country until the 8t day of November and having burnt their town
and destroyed their crops commenced our return march and arrived at homes in Surry County
NC the first of December, served under this engagement five months acquainted with Col.
Russell & Maj. Shelby of the Virginia line.

William Brimer, 1832 (W336). He lived in Wilkes County North Carolina he thinks in July

1777 [1776], he volunteered under Captain Jacob Free in Colonel Armstrong's Regiment in
General Rutherford's brigade marched against the Cherokee Indians to the head of the Catawba
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River then to the Middle settlements, at the Cowee Towns, had a scrimmage there with the
Indians and then to the upper Valley Towns on the Hiwassee River had several scrimmages,
killed some Indians in the Valley Towns and other places thence down the Hiwassee River and
back another way to Birmington [?] and little Chota then to the Cowee, served three months was
honorably discharged at Scotch Creek in the neighborhood of Cowee — has lost his discharge.

Littleton Brooks, 1832 (S1503). That he entered the service of the United States under the
following named Officers, & served as herein stated that he entered the service in Sullivan
County then North Carolina, now Tennessee early in the year 1776 as a volunteer against the
Indians under Captain James Elliot & Colonel Christie [sic, William Christian?] and marched
from there to Chota on Tennessee River where they were stationed for some time, the Indians
having betaken themselves to flight, and the troops then returned to the place from whence they
had marched which campaign lasted 2 months & a half at least, this campaign was in the fall of
the year.

William Burns, 1832 (S16669). That he entered the service of the U. states in the Revolutionary
War, in Pitsylvania [sic: Pittsylvania] County Va, year forgotten [1776], for a trip ags’t. the
Cherokee Indians, under Cap’n. Joseph Martin, his Lt. was Brice Martin, & Ensign Brice Martin
[sic: John Martin] in the Reg’t. commanded by Colo. or Gen’l. Christie [Col. William Christian]
on the Va. line. He recollects on the campain Maj’r. [Evan] Shelby, Colo. Russell and Maj’r.
Blecher. He was marched to the long lleands of Holston [sic: Long Island of Holston River at
present Kingsport TN], then to the Cherokee towns on the Ten. [Tennessee] River and remained
in service for a little upwards of nine months when he was discharged at the Long lleand of
Holston in Ten. by Capt. Joseph Martin. This trip he was in no battle.

Joel Callahan, 1832 (S21110). He entered the service for the first time in the fall of '76 under
Captain Goode Colonel Christie [sic, William Christian?], Colonel Williams and Major Winston
were also in command — he went against the Cherokee Indians on Tennessee River -- the first
time he was gone under the above named officers about eight weeks.

William Carter, 1833 (W3385). In the fall of the year 1776 as well as he now recollects, he
drove a baggage waggon for Capt. Dethrige of the North Carolina militia on an expedition
against the Cherokee Towns. The company to which he belonged joined Col. William’s
Regiment at Surry Ct House North Carolina, and being too small was divided among other
companies and Capt. Dethrige sent home. This applicant continued driving his waggon in the
service of the troops before they marched, and on the march across the Blue ridge, New river and
the Iron mountains where his waggon broke down and he being discharged came home with his
team. On this tour he was gone at least six weeks.

Samuel Castle, 1839 (S8144). About the month of August 1776 another call was made upon the
County of Wilkes for volunteers to go against the Cherokee Indians, when this declarant again
turned out and joined a company raised by his former Captain, Francis Hargrave, and
immediately set out for the nation. They proceeded as far as Kriders Fort [sic, Crider's Fort] on
the waters of the Catawba [River] where they were stationed for 10 days or two weeks, from
whence they proceeded to the Pleasant Gardens near the head of the Catawba where they joined
the main Army under General Griffith Rutherford — this declarant being attached to the Regiment
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commanded by Colonel Martin Armstrong. On the next day after joining the main Army they set
out on their march and proceeded by the most direct route to near the head of Tennessee River —
from thence they proceeded to several of the Indian Towns which they found most generally
abandoned. The Indians having embodied themselves to some extent had an engagement with a
body of troops from South Carolina in which they were defeated and put to the route. After
which they generally fled leaving only some women & children and old men in possession of
their towns. It was the purpose and intention of General Rutherford to join the South Carolina
troops but owing to some mistake or want of knowledge in the guide he was not able to do so
until after the engagement above spoken of. After burning the Indian Towns, destroying their
corn and committing such other depredations upon them as they could the Army returned to
North Carolina, and upon reaching Wilkes CH this declarant was discharged. In this expedition
this declarant is confident that he served not less than three months.

Mitchell Childress, 1833 (S2426). W was in a company commanded by Captain Frank
Hargroves, which company was attached to a Battalion under the command of Major Jesse
Walton, and he now thinks his Regiment was commanded by Colonel Armstrong and the whole
Army by General Rutherford as commander in chief — he also believes that his Lieutenant was
William Lenoir — Applicant states that the whole Army consisting of about five thousand
rendezvoused at Buck Creek in Burke County North Carolina and after remaining there a few
weeks to get supplies marched over the mountain to the headwaters of French Broad River,
crossed it, Little and Big Pigeon rivers, Little River, Little Tennessee River, and the Hiwassee
River — Applicant states that the main Army lay at the Middle towns in the Cherokee nation,
while he with a detachment of about fifteen hundred men marched up the Hiwassee River, he
thinks under Colonel Locke or Knox, for the purpose of destroying the Overhill towns of the
Cherokees — this detachment marched up the Hiwassee but before they reached the place where
the Indians had embodied, they met a part of the southern Army, who had been in pursuit of the
same object and had scattered and defeated the Indians, upon which our detachment marched
about through the nation and destroyed the crops of the Indians, and burning their towns, and
killed those that could be found the main Army marched back along the same general route to
Burke County North Carolina the Army was disbanded and applicant returned home — applicant
thinks he got home in the latter part of November and thinks as well as he now recollects that he
was in actual service in this campaign at least three months.

Micajah Clark, 1833 (S30940). In August 1776 in the County of Surry N. Carolina as a
volunteer for the Term of four months and served under Captain William Dobson &
Colonel Joseph Williams of said Surry County N. C. & marched from thence to Long
Island on Holston River where they joined the Troops of Virginia under Colonel Christie
[sic, William Christian] — thence he marched to the Cherokee Nation where he assisted
in burning & destroying 17 Indian Towns & their crops. The Indians fled & could not be
attacked — he served this tour fully out under the aforesaid officers as a private & was
marched back to Surry County & was discharged by Captain Dobson which discharge
he has lost.

John Crane, 1832 (S3218). That he volunteered in the year 1776 — the month not recollected

at this time Colonel Christy [sic, probably a reference to Colonel William Christie and of
Virginia] was the Colonel and Gilbert Christy was the Captain under which he served — declarant
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states that his tour of service under the foregoing officers lasted about three months — this was
the first expedition that ever went against the Cherokee Indians. This expedition is known by the
name of Christy's Campaign. The expedition was encamped on the banks of the French Broad
[River] — expecting in a little time to have an engagement with the Indians when a flag peace was
received from the Indians — and no battle took place. The Army then went into the following
Indian Towns — Chota, [indecipherable], Tellico & Big Island Town. Those towns were situated
on the Tennessee River — declarant states that this County was at that time in the State of North
Carolina — the Army from those towns returned — they received at those Indian towns some small
pieces of artillery which were carried by water to the Long Islands of Holston [River] where
there was a Fort which Fort went by the name of Long Island Fort.

Charles Davis, 1832 (S6785). He was drafted to serve a three months tour against the Cherokee
Indians sometime in the year 1776 and as well as he can recollect he and in the service on or
about the third day of September in that year under Richard Good a Captain in the Surry
Regiment of North Carolina Militia and was marched under the command of Colonel Joseph
Williams & Major Joseph Winston upon what was commonly called the Cherokee expedition, to
the Long Island of Holston [River] where the troops lay in camp he thinks several weeks &
believes was there joined by General Christie [sic, William Christian] with the Virginia troops,
under whose command the Army was marched into the Indian nation where they were employed
for some time but how long he cannot recollect, in destroying the Indian towns & routing the
Indians, after which he returned home and obtained a discharge from some one of his officers he
thinks from Captain Richard Goode which discharge is lost or destroyed. He thinks he was
discharged sometime in the month of December in the year 1776 aforesaid the particular day he
cannot recollect.

Joseph Edwards, 1832 (R3259). In August 1776 under Captain Shepherd & Colonel Williams he
served as a private four months and 20 days in a campaign against the Cherokee Indians to the
lower Towns of the Tennessee River which we burnt.

John Fields, 1850 (S8471). In the month of August 1776 shortly after his return from the above
expedition he entered the service as Volunteer under Captain George Deatherage joined a
regement under the command of Colonel Joseph Williams destined against the Cherokee Indians
this Regement Rendesvoused at Dobsons Cross Road, in the County of Surry State of N. C. now
the County of Stokes at this place the company became dissatisfied with Capt Deatherage and
voted in Captain William Dobson under whome this affiant march from that place to the
Cherokee towns a distance of about three hundred miles [Oct 1776] on their way they were
joined by a ridgment from Virginia under the command of Col Christie [William Christian].
They destroyed some of the Indian towns but could not bring them to a fight agreed on terms of
peace The redgiment to which he belonged was march back to the long Islands of Holston [at
present Kingsport TN] the larger portion of which was there discharged, the remainder was
stationed there to keep the indians in subjection untill the treaty agreed upon could be ratified
[Treaty of Long Island, 20 July 1777] this affiant was among the retained who remained there for
some time when they commenced their march homeward where he arrived about the first of
March having been engaged in this expedition seven months.
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Michael Fulp, 1833 (W10043). He was in a company commanded by William Dobson Captain
James Gamble Lieutenant John Hannah Ensign -- we were under the command of Colonel
Joseph Williams, and Major Joseph Winston (afterwards Colonel Winston). This was in the year
1776, the day and month not recollected but it was in warm weather -- this service was what was
then called the Cherokee expedition: he volunteered in Surry County NC from which County he
was marched from said Surry County to Flower Gap in the Blue Ridge, where the Army crossed
the mountain -- reached on the New River near the Poplar Camp -- crossed said River and
marched on towards Tennessee River -- at Holstine (or Holson) River [sic, Holston River] we
were joined by the Virginians, at a place called the boat yard at this time, we were all put under
the command of General Christie [sic, William Christian]. We then marched on to the Tennessee
River where we were stationed for several weeks: we thence were marched in various directions
till we reached home, having served in this tour as near as | can ascertain 4 months at the least.

William Gudger, 1832 (W15772). He was drafted for the term of 6 months by Captain
Mclnally, Colonel Joseph Williams Commander in Chief of the Militia of his Regiment, that he
joined Colonel Christy [sic, William Christian] on the Holston River, Colonel Christy
Commander in Chief of the Army, that they marched under Colonel Christy to the long Islands
of Holston River. He marched from thence under Colonel Christy to the Nation. He does not
recollect of having received a discharge from this Campaign.

John Hall, 1832 (S30451). First in the year of (now forgotten) he volunteered for three months
in Wilkes County, N. Carolina in the Company commanded by Captain Ben Cleaveland [sic,
Benjamin Cleveland] in the Regiment commanded by Col Armstrong in the line of the State of
North Carolina. He Lt. was W. Lenor [sic, William Lenoir]. In this trip he marched under Genl
Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford] against the Cherokee Indians and defeated them on the
Tennessee & Highwasse (Hiwassee) Rivers.

Nicholas Horne, 1834 (S4395). About the 1st of July 1776, he being then but 13 or 14 but large
of his age, he enrolled himself together with three of his brothers, as a volunteer into a company
of cavalry commanded by Capt William Shepherd, and with the applicant's brother JOHN

HORN as Lieutenant; applicant states that he rendezvoused at one Myers in said county of Surry
and his company was attached to a regiment under Colonel Joseph Williams; applicant states that
he marched with his said regiment into Virginia and crossed New River came on to the Holston
River which he crossed not far from the Long Island, from there he came on to Buckingham's
Island in French Broad; applicant states that sometime before he reached this last Island when
and where he cannot now recollect, his regiment joined the main army under the command of
General Christie, from Buckingham's Island, he crossed to the south side of French Broad

and marched on to the Tennessee river, which he crossed not far from the mouth of Telico River,
the army then marched up and down the river and about through the Cherokee Nation, destroying
the crops and burning the house of the Indians, in this service a part of the army were employed
for several weeks after which many of the Indian Chiefs met General Christie, near the
Tennessee River and held a treaty there after which the army marched home pretty nearly along
the same scout and applicant was discharged. Applicant thinks he served in this campaign nearly
six months; he recollects it was but a short time before Christmas when he was discharged.
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Moses Johnson, 1833 (W153). Sometime in the month of August in the year 1776, while living
in Surry County North Carolina, joined the troops under the command of Colonel Williams of
North Carolina as a volunteer under Captain Garvis [sic, Jarvis?], and marched to the Long
Island of Holston River, (in Tennessee,) and at which place they formed a Junction with the
Virginians under Colonel Christian, from the Long Island they were marched to the Cherokee
Towns -- crossing the Holston River at the Great Island, and after remaining some days at the
ample Springs on Lick Creek, they were joined by other troops from Watauga -- they afterwards
crossed the French Broad River, on to the Tennessee River, then to Tamotbe [?] which they took
possession of (an Indian town) from thence to the Great Island Town, and remained there about
20 days -- and then to [indecipherable name], Tellico, Chilhowee [?], which they burnt, also
TusKegee [?] -- then they were marched to Chota, from thence returned to the settlements on the
Holston -- having continued in service 6 months, not being discharged until sometime in
February 1777.

William King, 1834 (S21335). In 1776 on the expedition against the Cherokees at Long Island,
when he volunteered as a militia man in the last of the month of June or first of July under
Captain James Shelby and rendezvoused at the mouth of Watauga [River], and marched to
Eateres [?] Fort, & thence to the Long Island where under Colonel Christie [sic, Colonel William
Christian] was fought the remarkable battle of the Long Island, after which he was returned to
the Fort at Abingdon & continued until the month of November when he was discharged
verbally and returned home as aforesaid in the first part of November being in service from the
first of July until the first of November.

George Lauchenauer, 1832 (S9371). We set out from Richmond, then Surry Court house but
which is now in the County of Stokes & known by the name of old Richmond in the said month
of May 1776, on which was then generally called the Cherokee expedition, we marched up the
Yadkin River to a place called Allen's Iron works, from thence we were marched back to
Richmond, & remained there a short time: we were led out again & marched across the
Allegheny mountains at a place called “Flower Gap” and continued our march to a place called
Long Island on Holston River where we had our rendezvous — at this last mentioned place we
joined a detachment of Virginians, and were all put under the command of General Christy [sic,
William Christian]: we remained here several weeks, while small parties of us were often sent
out to skirmish the Indians: from this place we marched through the Cherokee nation in various
directions, skirmishing their towns on the Tennessee River, and on other rivers: we crossed
French Broad [River] and many smaller waters. | was in no general battle during this tour, for we
had none except the many skirmishes aforesaid. | was discharged from this tour on the 28th of
November 1776 — somewhere in the nation, but the N. C. militia were kept together till we
reached New River, or near the River, where | was discharged by my Captain & came home,
having served a tour of six months.

Jacob Lauchenour, 1832 (S7129). In the year 1776 there being a call for volunteers to go against
the Indians | volunteered for a 6 months tour under Captain Henry Smith, Lieutenant __ Pinkley
and that company was put under the command of Colonel Joseph Williams. There were no
regular forces with us. We were first stationed at Richmond at which was then Surry Court
House, (but it is now in Stokes). We set out from this place early in May (precise date not
remembered) in the aforesaid year of 1776, on what was then generally called the Cherokee
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Expedition, we marched up the Yadkin River to a place called Allen's Iron works, from thence
we were marched back to Richmond where we were a short time: we were led out again &
crossed the Allegheny mountains at "Flower Gap" and continued our march to a place called
Long Island on Holston River, where we had our rendezvous, at this place we joined a
detachment of Virginians, and we were all placed under the command of General Christy [sic,
William Christian]: we remained here several weeks during which time many skirmishes took
place between small parties of us and the Indians: from Long Island we marched out through the
Cherokee nation in sundry directions skirmishing their towns on the Tennessee River, and other
rivers in the nation: we crossed French Broad River and many small waters. We were in no
general battle, during this tour, but many skirmishes took place with the Indians aforesaid. | was
discharged from the tour on the 28th of November 1776, as near as | can ascertain somewhere in
the nation, but the North Carolinians kept together till we reached New River where we
dispersed and each one came home as they could.

James LaFoy, 1832 (S10971). He entered a company as a private soldier commanded by
Richard Goode, Captain; Joseph Winston was Major. He was drafted about the beginning of the
War; was in an expedition against the Cherokee Indians and was under the command of General
Christie from Virginia. This applicant served three months in the expedition. He does not
remember the time when he entered the service. He lived in Surry County in North Carolina
when he was drafted as before stated; went from Surry County to the Tennessee River about the
mouth of Nickajack Creek and burnt some Indian Towns.

David Laws, 1832 (W5125). About the last of August 1776, he entered the service of the United
States as a volunteer for three months, under Captain Francis Hargrove, and rendezvoused at
Wilkes C. H. and as soon thereafter as they could prepare, they marched direct to the Pleasant
Gardens in the County of Burke, where they joined the troops under General Rutherford [Griffith
Rutherford] -- (they belonging however to the Regiment of Colonel Martin Armstrong) -- In a
few days after joining General Rutherford, they marched as direct as they could, to what was
called the Middle Towns of the Cherokee Nation -- where they expected to meet with the troops
from South Carolina, but which, did not arrive as this deponent understood, until a day or two
after he left that place. During the stay of General Rutherford's troops at the Middle Towns, a
good deal of sickness prevailed among them from eating green corn & beef without salt; so that
before they could advance from that place, a new organization of the troops had to be made --
accordingly General Rutherford issued orders for about 1000 or 1200 of the ablest, healthiest &
stoutest of the troops to turn out for the purpose of marching to the Valley Towns, which was a
distance of 50 or 60 miles -- this deponent was one of those who turned out on that occasion, &
as soon as the required number was made up, they set out and marched to the Valley Towns --
Upon arriving at the latter place, they found that most of the Indians had fled, and abandoned the
towns, leaving only a few straggling men, women and children, whom they took prisoners --
from thence about 50 of them marched a few miles down the River and destroyed a small town,
and after having destroyed & burnt the Valley Towns & all the corn, & other property they could
find, they returned to the Middle Towns, and rejoined the troops which had been left at that
place. After resting a few days and recruiting themselves, the Army said out upon his return to
North Carolina, and when they reached the Pleasant Garden, the Company under Captain
Hargrove received their discharges and returned home.
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Joseph Logan, 1843 (R6413). On the fourth day of September 1776 under the command of
Captain ___ Christy Major Evan Shelby & Colonel __ Christy [sic, William Christian] as a
volunteer under a call of the County Colonel we rendezvoused in September 1776 at a place
called the Long Island of Holston River in Washington County Virginia where we remained in a
few days we was then marched against the Cherokee Indian towns on the Tennessee River we
destroyed some corn & Indians huts & then we marched back to the Long Island of Holston &
discharged in January 1777 having been out a tour of four months.

William Lowe, 1832 (S13795). He volunteered again into the service from the same County &
State in the latter end of the summer or beginning of the fall of 1776 on a three months tour
under the command of Captain William Dobson-- Major Joseph Winston, & Colonel Joseph
Williams. There were three other captains along — Captain Good, Mosby, & Cobb, there was a
Captain Shepherd, Captain of horse, along also. We marched into the State of Virginia & joined
Colonel Christie [sic, William Christian] at the Long Island of Holston [River] — Colonel
Christie then took command of the whole — marched thence to a place on Tennessee River called
the “Over Hill” Towns. We were scattered about through the Country here a while and burnt
many of Indian towns — And then returned home in the winter. We were out on this tour thirteen
weeks. He did not receive a discharge.

Joseph Lusk, 1832 (S4581). He entered the Service of the United States the first week in June
1776 as a volunteer in a company commanded by Captain John Sevier in an expedition against
the Cherokee Indians, for a tour of six months enrolled at the Sycamore Shoals on Watauga
River in North Carolina, George Hart Lieutenant, Rendezvoused at the Long Island on Holston
River under the command of Colonel William Christie [sic, William Christian] and Joseph
Williams, which Campaign was generally known by the appellation of Christie's Campaign,
declarant marched from Long Island to the Bent on Noli Chucky [sic, Nolichucky River], from
thence to Sevier's Island on French Broad River, and from thence to the mouth of Tellico River,
crossing the Tennessee just above the mouth of Tellico River, thence crossed the Tellico River,
& marched down to Tennessee, to an Indian town known by the name of Island town, there
remained for 17 days, Thence up the Tennessee River to the Chilhowee Town from there
marched down the Tennessee River to the Virginia Ford and crossed said River, thence marched
to the Long Islands of Holston, marching the same route back, and was discharged at the Long
Island, about the 27th of November 1776, declarant's messmates were, Thomas Simpson,
armorer, Felix Walker, Julius Robinson and William Dodd on this campaign.

John Majors, 1832 (S16944). He entered the service of the United States under the following
named officers Company officers Richard Goode Captain, Thomas Evans Lieutenant, Ambrose
Blackburn Ensign field officers Colonel Joseph Williams, Major Joseph Winston — | entered the
service in the month of July or August in the year 1776 the day of the month not recollected |
was drafted for to fight the Cherokee Indians and served faithfully five months & 14 days
received no regular discharge we got home just before Christmas 1776 at the time | was drafted |
was a citizen of Surry County North Carolina and was rendezvoused at Richmond Court House
in the same County and State and marched from thence to the Blue Ridge near the head of
Holston [River] Virginia thence down the Holston to the Long Island and there Joined Colonel
Christie Commander of the Virginia Troops thence to the Cherokee nation then the Indians fled,
we burnt and destroyed their Towns | was in no Battle thence we marched home.
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Moses Martin, 1833 (W8415). While a resident citizen of Surry County North Carolina in the
year 1776 the month not now recollected he was drafted according to his present recollection for
the period of 9 months in the company of Capt. Richard Goode in the Regiment of Col. Martin
Armstrong was rendezvoused at the Court House of Surry County in Richmond, and after the
rendezvous was ordered to march to and be placed under the command of General Rutherford,
that before the Regiment he was in formed a Junction with the Army under General Rutherford,
an express came from the State of Virginia requesting a reinforcement of man, that after a
consultation was held by the officers, the Regiment to which he belonged except the
commanding Col. marched back under the command of Lieut. Col. Williams to the State of
Virginia and joined the Army under the command of General Christy [sic, William Christian] at
the Long Island of Holston [River], after he was first drafted he was appointed & made a
Drummer -- after joining the Army under Christy they remained at the place of Junction about 2
weeks was then marched into the Indian Country against the Indians, and was a while stationed
at an Indian Town called big Island Town was marched through & to several Towns, and was a
while stationed at a Town called Chilltowne [?] and was at the Long Island on Holston by his
Officers discharged and received a certificate for 9 months service to enable him to draw his pay
-- the Certificate was given to him as drummer and in the capacity of drummer he served out the
whole Tour. He further states that he served to the end of the Campaign under Christy and
although he received a certificate for 9 months service he thinks he lacked about one week of
that time, he was in no regular Battle, but was in 2 or 3 little Skirmishes with the Indians. He
received no written discharge other than the Certificate above mentioned, which when he drew
his pay, he delivered up.

James Merritt, 1833 (S21883). He volunteered, for three months, in a company of Infantry
volunteers raised in Surry County & commanded by Captain Goode to go against the Cherokee
Indians. This company was raised soon after our return from the “Scotch Camp,” & was marched
under Captain Goode to Long Island, on Holston River, where the troops from Virginia and
North Carolina were united under the command of Col. Christie [sic, William Christian]. From
Long Island Colonel Christie marched the forces to the Cherokee nation. In this expedition he
declares that Captain Goode, Major Winston, Col. Williams and Christie, were the officers under
whom he served. That on their arrival in the Cherokee nation, the Indians fled from their huts
and villages — that they afterwards came in and agreed with the officers to make a treaty, &
accordingly they did hold the treaty in the following spring. To the best of his recollection this
tour commenced early in the month of August and was not ended until the last of November — he
believes that the term of service extended to very nearly 4 months, but is well assured that it was
not less than three & a half months.

William Moore, 1832 (S2858). That in the year 1776 he resided on the head waters of Holston
River in what is now Wyeth County Virginia. In August of that year he joined a company of
militia commanded by Captain McAfee and assisted in driving a drove of cattle down to the
Army stationed at Long Island on Holston River under the command of Colonel William
Christian. When they reached the Army he enrolled in Captain Aaron Lewis's company

(Samuel Hayes Lieutenant & William Crabtree Ensign) and marched against the Cherokee
Indians in what is now Monroe County Tennessee. They burnt their towns and brought them to a
peace for some time. In this service he was engaged at least three months.
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Joseph Moseby, 1832 (S15539). He was enrolled as a volunteer in the company of Captain
Samuel Moseby in the year 1776. In the latter part of August in that year he marched on a
campaign against the Cherokee Indians on the Tennessee River, in said company, there being
about 300 men under the command of Colonel Joseph Williams, Major Joseph Winston being
second in command. The troops march to the Long Islands of Holston River where they joined
the Virginia troops under Colonel Will Christie [sic, William Christian]. Here the troops were
detained some time preparing pack horses to carry their baggage, as the baggage wagons could
go no further. Whilst the troops remained at that place, he with others, was ordered over the
River as a scout in search of Indian camps; and having traveled until late in the night they found
a white man who had just escaped from the Indians by whom they were informed that the
Indians had removed, upon which the party returned to camp. The troops having crossed the
River, marched to French Broad River, where they met Major Guest who informed them that he
expected that the Indians would attack them in crossing the River. In consequence of that
information, a detachment was sent off in the night in which he went, which crossed the River 2
miles below, and having marched up the River to a point opposite to the Army, remained on their
arms until daybreak. No Indians however were seen, and the remainder of the troops crossed
over without interruption and proceeded to the Indian towns and villages which they destroyed,
together with their crops of corn &c. After which the Army returned home having captured some
horses and cattle, but not having met an enemy. On this campaign he served more than 3 months.

Joseph Pinson, 1834 (W5560). That he entered the service of the Country by turning out
volunteer & going into the service on the 15th of July 1776 and continued constantly in the
service till 12th day of October 1776. He served under Colonel Shelby, and Captain J.Womack
[Jacob Womack] during this term he was in only one Battle that he now recollects, and that was
with a company of the Indians, who had been engaged in massacring the defenseless inhabitants
of Nolichucky River & the frontiers, this Battle was fought on the waters of the River they there
killed one Indian the others fled -- He was discharged at Womack's Fort, on Holston River.

Thomas Prather, 1832 (S17030). He volunteered into the Service in September 1776 he
continued during the war joined the Army under the command of General Rutherford [Griffith
Rutherford], Colonel Armstrong, Captain Cleveland & Lieutenant Lenore [sic William Lenoir],
Ensign Benjamin Elidge [sic] from the Mulberry fields we marched to the Flowery Gap where
we joined the Virginia troops, we marched down Swannanoa & crossed French Broad River,
from there we marched to the Tennessee River, against the Cherokee Indians at which time &
place, there were 1500 men chosen to go & take & destroyed the Indians at Valley Town on the
Hiwassee River of which number he was one, our officers were General Rutherford, Colonel
Love & Colonel Lock [sic, Francis Locke] after performing this service by destroying the Indian
villages on the Hiwassee we then returned to our Army on the Tennessee River, from there we
marched on to the Catawba River.

Joseph Pruitt, 1832 (R8506). He entered the service of the United States as a volunteer in
Captain Benjamin Cleveland's company of minute men in the month of August 1776 and
marched to Kriders fort [sic, Cryder's Fort?] in the County of Burke, where they were stationed
for 2 weeks, and thence marched to the Pleasant Gardens in said County where they joined the
troops under General Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford], and thence marched to the most direct
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practicable route to the Cherokee Towns of Watauga, Coosa, Oconeluffee, and some others not
recollected. After their arrival at one of the Indian Towns, General Rutherford received an
express from Col. Andrew Williamson (who had command of the South Carolina troops in the
Nation) requesting that a detachment of three hundred men should be detached from General
Rutherford's troops and sent immediately to his assistance -- the request was immediately
complied with, and the three hundred men detached for that purpose (among whom the deponent
was one). They had taken up the line of march but a short distance, when another express arrived
from Col. Williamson stating that the Indians had fled, and that the services of the troops would
not be required, they accordingly returned and rejoined General Rutherford -- upon visiting the
various Indian Towns they found them almost entirely abandoned, there being in them but a few
straggling men, women & children, who implored for peace and whom they did not molest. After
destroying their towns, corn & such other property as they could find, the Army under General
Rutherford returned to North Carolina, and this deponent received his discharge from Captain
Cleveland at Wilkes Court House and repaired to his home, having served for 3 months.

Obadiah Cobb, 1832 (S32462). He turned out as a volunteer under Captain Obial. Cobb
[Obadiah Cobb?] the name of the Lieutenant was Allen -- the name of the Ensign was Elifalet
Jarvice [sic, Elliott Jarvis?]. The name of the Quarter master was John Meradey [John
Meredith?] -- the name of the Colonel not recollected [Joseph Williams] -- he marched from
Surry Court house to the Mulberry fields in North Carolina to join the South Carolina Troops but
was ordered back to Surry Court House to go from thence to joined the Virginia Troops at the
Long Island of Hoalston [sic, Holston River] from thence to the Cherokee nation then the Middle
Settlements, and there destroyed some Indian property and houses and then returned back to
Surry Court house North Carolina and there was discharged, Having served 3 months and some
few days.

Elisha Reynolds, 1832 (W4060). In the month of August about the first thing, same year, |
volunteered for an expedition against the Cherokee Indians about Tuckaseegee, Tennessee &
Hiwassee Rivers — my company officers were Captain Benjamin Cleveland, afterwards
celebrated as a partisan officer & Lieutenant William Lenoir now living in this County. Our
Regiment was commanded by Colonel Martin Armstrong — and the whole force of the expedition
about 3000 men was under the chief command of General Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford].
Having joined the General at the head of the Catawba [River], we marched across the Blue Ridge
at the head of Savannah [River] & down that stream to the French Broad [River] -- & thence to
the Indian towns on the Tuckaseegee & Tennessee Rivers. The Indians fled at our approach . We
desolated their Country by the destruction of their corn and burning their towns — Cowee, Big &
Little Echota, Hiwassee & other Towns to the number of thirteen were destroyed. On the return
of the expedition | was discharged at the Pleasant Gardens near the head of the Catawba having
served three months.

Elisha Rowark, 1832 (S7399). Sometime in the month of August 1776, This Declarant while he
was residing in the County of Surry and State of North Carolina was drafted in a Militia
Company in said County of Surry under one Captain Dotheridge [sic] & received orders to
rendezvous at a public place called Miers in said County. The object of this draft being to protect
the frontiers of our own State from the ravages of the Indians, who were then troublesome in that
part of the Country which is now in Tennessee on the Holston River -- This Declarant
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according[ly] rendezvoused at Miers and was there put under one Captain William Dobson in the
Regiment under the command of Colonel Joseph Williams -- & This Declarant thinks that one
Joseph Winston was the Major or of the Lieutenant Colonel of the Regiment. This Declarant was
marched in said Company and Regiment to a place on the Holston River, then called Long Island
and there camped: and continued some time waiting for reinforcements. This Declarant cannot
now recollect But knows for several weeks & perhaps months. From thence they marched to a
place called the Three Springs, and there joined with another Regiment under the command of
Colonel or General Christi [sic, William Christian], and this Declarant thinks that the troops were
under the command of Colonel Christi were Virginia troops; Colonel Christi then took the
command of all the troops and marched them to a place of the Indian Towns on the Tennessee
River; On arriving there the Indians had fled, and here this Declarant with the rest of the troops
were stationed and continued until sometime in the month of February 1777 as well as this
Declarant now recollects, and from thence this Declarant with the rest of the Surry Troops were
marched back again to Surry County in North Carolina and were Disbanded.

Leven Savage, 1833 (S3849). He entered the service of the United States in Surry County State
of North Carolina where he then resided sometime in July 1776 the day not recollected as a
volunteer to go an expedition against the Overhill Cherokee Indians and their Chief Dragin
Canoe [Dragging Canoe], and joind his company under Captain Poindexter at Old Richmond in
said county [now in Yadkin County]. The Lieutenant and Ensign is not recollected. He remained
with his company under said Captains at old Richmond three or four weeks. He did not volunteer
for any definite period. Applicant under said Captain marched to Long Islands in Holstein river
[sic: Long Island on Holston River, at present Kingsport TN] where he joined the army under
General Christie [William Christian] and was attached to Colonel Williams regiment and Captain
Mosby took command the company to which he belonged. Applicant then marched under said
officers across Holstein river to Blue Springs then marched to French Broad river. Just before the
army arrived at French Broad a white man bearing a white flag from the Indians met them and it
was rumored among the soldiers that the Indians offered peace if the army proceeded no further
but if they went any farther the Indians would kill them to a man. And that the General said he
would give them a brush at any rate. Orders were then issued by the General for six hundred
horsemen and six hundred foot to turn out each horseman to take a foot man behind him which
was executed. Applicant was one who volunteered his services obtained a horse and took a man
behind him. Applicant with the rest of the party consisting of twelve hundred men mounted as
aforesaid were ordered to cross the river and keep the Indians in check until the balance of the
troops should come up. Applicant with the part aforesaid crossed the river in the night at a

place shown them by the interpreter, but does not recollect what Officer commanded the party.
They lay in ambush that night in profound silence, and at the dawn of day they went to the
Indian fires, but the Indians had fled having made a picture on a tree which the interpreter said
meant, they run home and their hair flew back. The main army came up immediately afterwards
and applicant and the rest of the party gave up their horses to their owners. He then with the
army arced to the Cherokee nation and burnt Draging Canoe’s town, Chilhowee and Chota. The
Indians then came and sued for peace and gave up the Old Widdow Bean who they taken
prisoner. The Chiefs or head men who came to the army were Little Carpenter [Attakullakulla],
Pigeon & Conestoga [Oconostota] He don’t think Draging Canoe came with them. No prisoners
were taken. Applicant then with the army returned home where he was verbally discharged by
Captain Mosby sometime in December 1776 the day not recollected He served out his full term
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of six months.

Joseph Sewell, 1832 (S31354). He again volunteered from the County aforesaid under the
command of Captain Frank Hartgrove for the term of three months and was joined to the
Regiment commanded by General Rutherford the Army consisted of 3444 men this expedition
was against the Indians, they crossed the Blue Ridge at the head of the Catawbey [Catawba]
River and marched to the head of the Swanono [Swannanoa] River, thence down said River to
the junction of the big Pigeon River, thence to Little Pigeon River thence to French Broad
[River], from thence to the Tennessee River, to a town of the Indians called Cowee town, from
thence to another Indian town called Keewee, upon the Keewee River, from thence to the
Hiwassee River and during which tour they killed many Indians & destroyed all their towns in
the Country through which they crossed; from the Hiwassee they marched back to the place from
which they started and were discharged the three months for which he volunteered having
expired.

Enoch Smith, 1832 (S31975). He was drafted into the same & was commanded by Capt.
Richard Goode, Major Joseph Winston & Col. James Williams [sic, probably Joseph Williams];
deponent says that he was not in any formal engagement during the time of Service that he
marched across the Blue Ridge at the Flowing Gap and joined the Virginia troops under the
command of Col. Christy [sic, William Christian] at a place called the Long Islands of Holston
River in the State of Tennessee; that he assisted in driving the Cherokee Indians from several
Towns to wit, Big Island Town, Chilhowey [Chilhowie] Town and some other towns the names
of which he cannot recollect; then returned home after a tour of six months.

William Sparks, 1846 (R9960). He entered the service under the said John Cleveland as our
Captain on the 15th day of August. At Wilkesboro, which was the place of general rendezvous
for the North Carolina troops raised for this expedition, Capt. Cleveland's Company was filled to
the number of about sixty, and about one thousand in all rendezvoused here. We were all
mounted gunmen, and nearly all armed with rifles, tomahawks, and butcher knives, each man,
and myself amongst the rest, furnishing his own horse, arms, and equipment. At the end of about
two days we took up the line of march by Pleasant Gardens on the Catawba [River], crossed
John's River, then by Cathey's Fort to Turkey Cove on the Catawba [River], a distance, |
supposed, of about one hundred miles in all from Wilkesboro. At Turkey Cove we remained
about two weeks collecting Beef and other provisions for the campaign. Here we were joined by
the rest of the North Carolina forces, making our number from twelve to fifteen hundred, and
here the Command in Chief was taken by Genl. Charles McDowell of Pleasant Gardens, Burke
County, North Carolina, in which he continued throughout the Campaign. At this place my Capt.
John Cleveland was informed by letter that his wife was dangerously ill, and went home, and did
not again return to us. Myself and my New River neighbors, Baker, Campbell, Waters and
Humphreys, at the request of Capt. Cleveland were then permitted to join Capt. John Beverley's
Company, in which we remained to the end of the Campaign. | do not remember positively what
disposition was made of the rest of Cleveland's company, but I believe that as Beverly had not
before a full company they all joined him. My Regiment was commanded by Col. Benjamin
Hearn of Wilkes County. The Captains under him were as far as | remember, John Cleveland and
John Beverly and | think others whom | do not recollect. Col. Joseph Dowell, brother of our
Genl. commanded the Burke County Regiment. There was also a Maj. McDowell in under Col.
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Joseph McDowell. I think his given name was also Joseph, and that he was a cousin of the
General and this Colonel. I do not remember any of the other North Carolina officers. At the end
of about two weeks we marched from Turkey Cove up the Catawba [River] on the East side
along an old Indian Trace, and crossed the mountains through a gap the name which I do not
recollect; struck the waters of Swano [sic, Swannanoa] River, went down the same and crossed
French Broad River just above the mouth of Swanano [sic, Swannanoa River?]. Here the foot
company from Wilkes County in which was my uncle James Sparks, and which marched behind
us built a station, and remained to guard the frontier until our return from the Indian Country.
(Here I saw my uncle on return.) From the mouth of Swanano [Swannanoa River?] we proceeded
across Richland Creek and then Hominy creek. Here we met and were joined by twelve or
fourteen hundred mounted gunmen from South Carolina. 1 do not remember their commander, or
any of their officers except a Maj. Lytle, and him I recollect only from his afterwards in the
course of the campaign accidentally killing one of his own men by the name of Morrison in an
Indian skirmish. The whole Army then proceeded across another ledge of mountains and then
crossed Tuckaseegee River. The night of the day we crossed this River a scouting party of thirty
or forty of our men under Maj. McDowell was attacked by a party of Indians of whom they
killed two or three, and made prisoners of a woman and child, an old man and one or two boys.
The old Indian was shot the next day by a friendly Indian, a servant of Col. Miller, NC, who |
think was with us, but in what capacity, | do not recollect. | regret to say that | believe all the
prisoners were murdered, except two boys. We then marched on to the Tennessee River a
distance of some 20 or 30 miles, here we found several Indian Villages on the South East side of
the River, which gave every indication of having been but recently deserted. We remained some
two weeks destroying the houses, corn, beans and everything of utility in and about the villages,
we then received orders one evening that on the next morning we were to march to the Valley
Towns some 70 or 80 miles further on, but in the morning these orders were countermanded, |
have never known why. We next proceeded about a day's march up a River, the name of which |
forget, on the South East side of the Tennessee, to a large town surrounded by villages where we
spent several days more in destroying the town and Villages and everything in and about them.
Rumor afterwards stated, and | believe truly, that the devastation committed by us on this
campaign was the cause of the death of many hundreds of Indians from starvation. After
spending a week or two more in endeavoring through our Scouts in vain to find the Indians we
commenced our return march, and retraced the same route as well as I recollect. When we
repassed the station near the mouth of Sewanee the foot company was still there to protect the
frontier, and remained there for some time afterwards. To the best of my recollection the South
Carolina troops parted from us at Hominy Creek where they had joined us. The North Carolina
troops then marched on and returned to the Yadkin at or near Wilkesboro where we were
disbanded. From this service | received a written discharge from Capt. John Beverly which | kept
for many years, but at length not deeming it of any use it was long since lost or destroyed. On
this tour we marched a distance which we deemed about five hundred miles and back; and |
served in it as a Private Mounted Rifleman (furnishing my own horse, arms, and equipment) at
least four months, and | believe longer for | feel confident that I did not return home until after
Christmas, and I know | returned home as soon as | was discharged. On this expedition | know |
received no pay but to the best of my recollection the privates were promised twenty Dollars per
month each, and the same remarks will apply with truth to all my revolutionary services; for |
received no pay for any of them.
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William Spicer, 1833 (S3962). He marched in the month of August to Kriders Fort [Criders or
Cryders Fort] on the waters of the Catawba [River], where they remained about two weeks and
thence marched to the Pleasant Gardens in Burke County where they joined General Rutherford
and marched against the Cherokee Indians, to the Indian Towns of Watauga, Cowee,
Oconoluftee, and some others not recollected. At one of the Indian towns, Col. Andrew
Williamson of South Carolina sent an express to General Rutherford requesting three hundred
men to be detached from his troops and sent to his assistance — the request was immediately
complied with and the three hundred men (of whom this deponent was one) had taken up the line
of march, when another express was received from Col. Williamson informing us that the
Indians had fled, and that the troops might return — After remaining in the nation for some time
and after destroying all the corn, burning all the houses, and committing such other depredations
as they could upon their property, the troops returned to North Carolina and dispersed to their
respective homes after receiving their discharges having been gone three months and two or
three days.

James Standridge, 1833 (W9686). He was called on as one of the new levies or class of Draft for
three months in 1776 (as well as he recollects) to go against the Cherokee Indians in the fall of
the year just at the commencement of Frost he went under General Rutherford [Griffith
Rutherford], Colonel William Sharpe, Captain William Morrison. He went out into the Cherokee
Nation was at the Towns called Valley Towns, Overhill Towns, Tellico Plains. He was on the
Guard of the bullocks and provisions & was in hearing of the guns & in sight of the enemy at the
Valley Towns when Col. Andrew Williamson & his party fought the Cherokees, & was out on a
scout when Major Pickens [Andrew Pickens] followed the Indians at the Horse Shoe
[Horseshoe] & they killed many Indians & destroyed their crops & returned by way of French
Broad [River], Swannanoa [River] to the head of the Catawba [River] his time expired & he was
discharged at the Head of the Catawba after frost, having served out fully his Tour of three
months. He lived when called out in Wilkes County North Carolina and returned after discharged
home to [the] same place.

James Stevenson, 1832 (S4009). On the 15th day of October in the year 1776 he again
volunteered for an indefinite period of time in a company commanded by Captain James Shelby
and was attached to the Virginia troops commanded by Colonel Christie [sic, William Christian]
in the campaign against the Cherokee Indians conducted by the Virginia and North Carolina
troops under Colonel William Christie & was generally known by the name of Christie's
campaign Colonel Christie being the commander — Having assembled at Long Island on Holston
they were marched to the Cherokee towns on the Tennessee River, where we succeeded in
destroying a number of their towns, a quantity of their corn provisions etc. — during this tour he
served for three months and in the capacity of first Sergeant.

Ezekiel Stone, 1832 (S1933). In the year 1776 he entered the service as a volunteer, from the
same County and State as orderly Sergeant in a company commanded by Captain William
Dobson, under the command of Colonel Joseph Williams and Major Winston, and served a Tour
of three months under said officers against the Indians, that he marched in said Regiment from
Surry County in the State of North Carolina to Fort Chissel [probably Chiswell's Lead Mines] in
the State of Virginia, where they joined Colonel Christie [sic, William Christian] and his
command, that they marched from thence crossing Holston [River], French Broad [River] and
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little Tennessee [River] into the Cherokee Nation, and passing and destroying several Indian
Towns along the Tennessee River, and then returned home.

Solomon Stone, 1832 (S3990). He was under Captain Richard Goode in Surry County North
Carolina who was under the command of Colonel Joseph Williams of the same County and was
marched by them from Surry County as a drafted militia man to the Long Island of Holston
River, now in this State where Colonel Williams' Regiment joined, and was placed under the
command of General Christie [sic, William Christian] who conducted this expedition against the
Cherokee Indians. The troops sometime after the arrival of this applicant and the Regiment to
which he belonged at the station at Long Island on Holston, were marched against the Indians to
the distance of upwards of one hundred miles through the wilderness as it was then called, but
could not bring them to an engagement. General Christie took possession of an evacuated Indian
town on Tennessee River soon after which the Indians came on and sued for peace and hostilities
ceased. A short time afterwards as this applicant understood a treaty of peace was concluded
with the Cherokees. The troops were dismissed by General Christie at the before mentioned
Indian town and this applicant returned home with the Regiment to which he belonged under
Colonel Joseph Williams and was dismissed by him on his return.

Casper Stultz, 1832 (W4819). That sometime in the summer of the year 1776 he again entered
the militia service as a volunteer for a tour of six months under the aforesaid Captain Henry
Smith in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Joseph Williams in the brigade under General
Christie [sic, William Christian] that this expedition was against the hostile Cherokee Indians
that they marched into the nation and destroyed the Chilhowee Town of said hostile Cherokees.
That the Indians having retired before our troops, he was in common with the whole force
discharged after the destruction of said town and he received no evidence thereof in writing. That
in this expedition he was engaged in served in or about six months but is unable to state the
precise length of time.

John Tonner, 1832 (S3818). He was a private in the year 1776 on the first of June under the
command of Captain Henry Smith the Regiment was commanded by Colonel Joseph Williams
and Major Joseph Winston. | entered the service as a volunteer was living at that time in Surry
County in the State of North Carolina we marched from there against the Cherokee Indians that
were troubling the frontiers of said State. We crossed the Blue Ridge at what was called the
Flower Gap and crossed now [sic] River at Harpers Ferry and marched on to the Long Island of
Holston River we arrived there soon after a skirmish between some men and the Indians we lay
there about 30 days and then marched over the mountains, crossing the Nolichucky River and
French Broad River to an Indian town on Tennessee River called Tellico the Indians had
abandoned the towns and went off. We stationed ourselves there a month or better scouting
about. Afterwards we started to home and got home the 20th of December I think as well as |
now recollect. We were gone six months and 20 days.

William Viars, 1832 (S9512). He again volunteered his services and was attached to the
company of Capt Benjamin Cleveland which met at Wilkes Court House preparatory to their
unfinished campaign. In the organization of the company and making the necessary preparations,
this declarant having a good horse, was detached by Captain Cleveland to take charge of a
portion of the baggage, it being necessary to transport it by means of pack horses. He
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accordingly set out with the troops and proceeded with them to the Pleasant Gardens in the
County of Burke where they joined the main army and under Genl. Rutherford [Griffith
Rutherford]. After joining Genl. Rutherford, this declarant was continued in the pack horse
service, and marched with the army by the most direct route to the Cherokee Nation. Upon
arriving at the Middle Towns of the Cherokee Indians, they found themselves entirely
abandoned, the Indians having all fled. At that place, Genl. Rutherford divided the troops,
leaving a small portion together with all the baggage & provisions (except a few days' rations,
which the troops who proceeded took with them) at that place, while he advanced with the main
body of the army to the Valley Towns. This declarant was left of course at the Middle Town with
the baggage and there remained until the return of the troops to that place, after which, and after
destroying the Towns and such other property of the Indians as they could find, they set out upon
their return to North Carolina, and having advanced on their return as far as Wilkes C.H.

Elijah Vickes, 1832 (W4368). He again rendezvoused near Wilkes Court House, and was placed
under the command of Captain Benjamin Cleveland & Lieutenant William Lenoir, and thence
marched direct to the Pleasant Gardens in the County of Burke, where they joined the troops
under General Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford]. After remaining at the Pleasant Gardens a few
days, they marched direct to the Cherokee towns of Cowee, Oconoluflu, Watauga & the Middle
Towns. At the latter place, the Indians having fled and abandoned the towns, and the troops
being sickly from eating green Corn & Beef without salt, a proposition was made by General
Rutherford for a thousand volunteers of the ablest and stoutest men to turn out and march to the
Valley Towns. This deponent was one among the number that turned out, and when the requisite
number was made up, they set out upon the march to the Valley Towns, a distance of about sixty
miles — upon arriving at that place, most of the Indians abandoned the towns and fled — some few
however remained whom we took prisoners — After destroying their corn and such other property
as they could find and burning their towns, they set out upon their return and marched back to
the Middle Towns, where they rejoined that portion of the Army they had left. After resting for a
few days they marched back to North Carolina, and when the company to which this deponent
belonged reached the County of Wilkes, they were discharged, and each man repaired to his
home, which place this deponent believes he reached sometime in the month of November.

Samuel Weaver, 1832 (S3516). In the year of 1776 as well as he recollects he was drafted to go
against the Cherokee Indians in what is called Christie's Campaign [sic, Christian's Campaign?].
He lived in what was then a part of North Carolina but is now Washington County East
Tennessee. He belonged to Captain Bledsoe's Company. He believes that his Captain's name was
Abraham Bledsoe. This tour lasted about seven months. The Troops rendezvoused at the Long
Islands of Holston [River]. From thence they went to the Cherokee nation and burnt and
destroyed several of the Towns; but were not in any battle — on the expiration of his service he
obtained a discharge from Captain Bledsoe. He was well acquainted with Colonel Christie [sic,
William Christian].

John Wheeler, 1833 (W8999). We reached the Holston in the spring of the year (1776) and
found the inhabitants busily preparing for the expected troubles from the Indians. They were
forting up all on the frontiers and the men were organized in to Companies under various
officers. In June of that year | volunteered in this service under Captain Bohannon. The Indians
were now daily expected — Some of the families had then removed up into the interior. All the
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force of the frontier was now about 170 men under Captains Bohannon, Cocke, Campbell &
McFarland as well as | remember. In a short time the Indians appeared about 300 strong under a
chief called Draggon Canoe [sic, Dragging Canoe]. We met them near the Long Islands of
Holston (where we built a fort) on the Long Islands flats where a severe battle was fought and
the Indians defeated with a loss of about 100 warriors as they afterwards confessed and their
chief severely wounded. These Indians had mustered a considerable force and intended a
simultaneous attack on several of the forts along the frontier, and for this purpose had divided
themselves into two divisions, one of which was commanded by Dragging Canoe and was
directed against Long Islands fort as before stated; and the other was directed against the
Watauga fort. Learning this to be the plan of the Indians, as soon as the battle just related was
over, Captain Bohannon's Company marched immediately to the relief of the Watauga fort; but
the party that went against this fort had heard of the defeat at the Long Islands & immediately
fled. After this battle and expulsion of the Indians, we returned to the fort at Long Islands which
was built on the bank near the head of the Islands. Here we remained guarding this fort and
surrounding Country until the arrival of Colonel Christie [sic, William Christian] with a
considerable force to our relief and for the protection of the Country. Christie was from Virginia
and immediately upon his arrival | and a good many others joined him as a volunteer private. |
think he arrived at the fort in the month of October 1776. | well remember it was in the fall. The
whole of my old company and the Captain himself (Bohannon) joined the forces of Christie. |
still belonged to his company and remained so while we were under Christie. In a few days after
Christie's arrival, we marched into the Indian Country and burnt and destroyed their towns, corn
and provisions, but we had no engagement with them as they fled. After over running the
Country, we returned to the fort and were discharged in the latter part of December following.
Having thus been in constant and laborious service from the month of June to the latter part of
December, being at least as much as six months. In one of the towns destroyed by of us we found
six cannon [left] there some years before in what was called Byrd's campaign. Myself and 29
others were selected to transport these cannon by canoes to the Fort which we did with great
labor and great danger to ourselves, and were but poorly paid, though liberal pay was promised.

Lewis Wolff, 1833 (W4403). The next service this applicant entered as a volunteer in fall or
Autumn of the same year, 1776, under the same Captain Henry Smith in the expedition against
the Cherokee Indians & marched from Surry County in North Carolina to join the Georgia &
South Carolina troops at the Mulberry fields in Wilkes County North Carolina where his Captain
& Company were ordered back to join the Virginia troops commanded by Col Christy where this
applicant remained three weeks in this service then hired his brother Daniel Wolff his substitute
& after said substitute having served upwards of three months under Captain H. Smith was
discharged & this applicant paid him for his service to the Cherokee Nation & back to Surry
aforesaid.

Thomas Wright, 1833 (R11899). In August 1776 | served two months in this Tour the next day
after my return from Fort defiance as above stated | volunteered again under said Captain Free to
March into the Cherokee Nation Col. Martin Armstrong | think was the Colonel rendezvoused at
[indecipherable name] Creek in the County of Wilkes from thence marched for the Cherokee
Nation passed by pleasant Gardens in the County of Burke, Crossed the Blue Ridge at the head
of the Catawba River, thence down Swannanoa River — thence on to the Nation to the Overhill
Towns had several skirmishes and drove the Indians from their town Burnt it, Destroyed the
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Cattle & Crops the command of this Army was by General Rutherford, Major William Sharp
was his Aide [?], Parson Hall was Chaplin to the Army, the enemy being routed and driven from
there, VVolunteers were called for to go to the Valley Towns to Join the Virginia Army who had
marched there. Obeying said call | volunteered under said Captain Free Marched to the Valley
Towns finding the Indians at that place dispersed the town, destroyed &c we then marched back
to the Army and from thence we marched to the inhabited part of the Country and were
discharged again verbally not written and returned home in this Tour | served three months.

John Yates, 1832 (W20142). That in the year 1776 just before the Declaration of Independence,
the Cherokee Indians were very troublesome in the western and northwestern sections of North
Carolina and particularly so on the western side of the Blue Ridge in that section of the country
embraced within the boundaries of what is now Ashe County, but which was then a part of
Wilkes County—that they had committed many depredations upon the white settlement upon the
frontier, and that it became necessary to keep small bodies of the militia almost constantly under
arms to repel their invasions—accordingly about the last of May or first of June 1776 this
declarant volunteered his services in Wilkes County, North Carolina and joined a company of
volunteer militia commanded by Captain Frances Hargrove and Lieutenant Lewis DeMoss—the
company rendezvoused at a place known as Holman’s Ford on the Yadkin River, and after being
organized marched forthwith to the protection of the frontier settlements on the north side of the
Yadkin, and between that and the Blue Ridge—after being engaged in ranging the country
between the river and the mountains for some time without being able to meet with the Indians,
or any portion of them, they were stationed at an eligible position on the north side of the river
about equi-distant between the river and the mountains, where they constructed a fort and where
they remained a considerable time for the purpose of protecting the frontier settlements—about
the last of August or first of September and while this declarant was stationed at the fort above
mentioned, orders were received by Captain Hargrove to march with his company forthwith to
join Genl. Griffith Rutherford at the Pleasant Gardens in Burke County, preparatory to a general
expedition against the Cherokee Indians. Accordingly they set out immediately and proceeded to
the Pleasant Gardens where they joined Genl. Rutherford with a large number of other troops. As
soon as the whole were organized and prepared for the expedition they set out for their march on
the Cherokee towns, and proceeded by the most direct route until they reached the Cowee towns.
These towns they found abandoned by the Indians, and after destroying them, together with the
corn, stock, &c & such other property as they could find, they proceeded to the Middle Towns
where they expected to meet with the South Carolina troops, but in which they were
disappointed. The Middle Towns they found also abandoned—and after destroying them as they
had done the Cowee and other towns, Genl. Rutherford divided his army, leaving a portion of it
at the Middle Towns to guard the baggage and provisions, and also to take care of the sick, the
whole of which were left at that place—Upon arriving at the latter place, however, they found
that the Indians had principally fled—there being only a few straggling men, women and
children to be found. These they captured, and after destroying the towns, they proceeded on
their return to the Middle Towns with their prisoners, and on the way meeting with the South
Carolina troops (who were proceeding to join Genl. Rutherford at the Valley Towns) they
delivered the prisoners up to them and what afterwards became of them this declarant does not
know. Upon the return of the North Carolina troops to the Middle Towns they remained there
some time, resting and refreshing themselves, having suffered greatly from the exposure they
were subjected to and from eating green corn and beef without salt. As soon, however, as the
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troops were sufficiently rested to undertake the journey they set out upon their return to North
Carolina, and having marched back into the interior of the settlements, they were severally
disbanded by companies and each proceeded to their respective homes. In this expedition, this
declarant is satisfied he served from the time he first turned out, not less than six months—
having served three months under Captain Hargrove before joining Genl. Rutherford, and three
months afterwards.

Extracts from Online Sources in General:

At the beginning of the Revolution the Cherokee received a delegation from the Indians north of
the Ohio (Shawnee, Iroquois, Ottawa) to join them in a war against the white settlements over
the Blue Ridge. The British offered guns, ammunition and cash payments for scalps and sent
officers among the Cherokee. Most of the Cherokee declined this invitation and declared
neutrality. However, the Chickamauga faction, led by Tsi'-yu-gunsi-ni (Dragging Canoe) did join
in this war. Nancy Ward, the "beloved woman" of the Cherokee sent runners to the settlements in
northeast Tennessee and Virginia's Clinch River valley warning of this attack. Forewarned, the
settlers at Watauga and Eaton's Station forted up and beat off the attacks of 250-700 warriors in
July of 1776 (estimates widely vary on the number of Chickamauga). Many of the women and
children in the Carter's Valley and Watauga settlement left and temporarily found refuge in the
New River settlements.

In retaliation, militia companies from southwest Virginia, western North Carolina and the
settlements in Tennessee gathered together and attacked the Cherokee. The 1500 Virginians were
led by Colonel William Christian, they left for Cherokee lands in October of 1776, returning in
December, and then attacking again in April of 1777. They destroyed homes, livestock and crops
of over 30 villages, both hostile and neutral. Most of the Cherokee fled the villages before the
militia arrived and put up little resistance. According to Cherokee legend the inhabitants that
remained were slaughtered regardless of age and sex. On the other hand, according to the reports
of the militia officers and later pension applications there were few killed on either side and there
is no mention that I have found of killing women and children. Those women and children they
found [and did not kill] were according to official Virginia documents made prisoner and Nancy
Ward was brought back to Virginia (but was not considered a prisoner according to official
documents). However, there were also attacks made on the Cherokee by the state militias of
North and South Carolina and Georgia and there are indications that these men behaved in a less
restrained fashion (e.g. 20 years later in western Georgia Cherokee children still fled at the sight
of a white man [Henderson, 1920]). The Cherokee "made peace" (most had never been at war).
A peace treaty was signed with the Carolinas and Georgia at DeWitt's Corner on 20 May 1777
and with Virginia on 20 July 1777 at the Long Island of the Holston. With the peace was a
cession by the Cherokee of over 5,000,000 acres of land.

In October 1776, Colonel William Christian led a force of 2,000 riflemen against the Cherokee
villages. The army of Col William Christian was made up of about 1800 men and marched 6 Oct
1776 from the Double Spring camp toward the Indian towns. They went down Lick Creek, in
present Greene County to its junction with the Nolichucky River. During the night while the
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army was camped here, Ellis Hardin, a trader at the Cherokee towns, came into camp with
information that the Indians were waiting on the south side of the French Broad to contest the
crossing of the river. From the camp at the mouth of Lick Creek the army marched across the
Nolichucky and up Long Creek to its head, then down Dumplin Creek to the French Broad
River. The army's march was evidently along the Great War Path of the Indians, and the ford
across the French Broad was near Buckingham Island.

Before the army reached the ford they were met by Fallin, a trader who had a white flag, but this
was disregarded by Col Christian. The Cherokee Nation was divided. One faction, led by Chief
Dragging Canoe who had been wounded at the Battle of Island Flats 20 July 1776, wanted to
abandon the towns along the Little Tennessee and withdraw further down the Holston [in the
copy we have this parenthetical of (now the Tennessee) which we are researching. We were not
aware that the Holston may have joined the Little Tennessee without taking the Tennessee
name]. The elders and other of the tribe wanted to remain in the beloved towns along the Little
Tennessee. This faction prevailed, and the Cherokees sent Nathaniel Gist to seek peace from Col
Christian. Later, Dragging Canoe, with many young Cherokees and some Creeks, would prevail
and make many vicious raids against the settlers from the Chicamauga towns in the vicinity of
the present day Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Col Christian, having been told the Indians were prepared to contest the fording of French Broad
at Buckingham Island, attempted a ruse. He had his men light a fire and pitch tents for each
mess, as if the army meant to remain in camp on the north side of the French Broad River for
several days. At 8 pm, he took 1100 men, marched about 4 miles below Buckingham Island and
crossed the river at the ford discovered there by some scouts from John Sevier's company. It was
the intention of Col Christian to attack the Indians drawn up to oppose the crossing of the river
from behind before sunrise. To Christian's surprise there was no Indian force there. It is possible
the crossing of the French Broad was made the night of 15 Oct 1776, Col Christian had stated in
a report from the Double Spring Camp 6 Oct 1776 that it was his intention to cross French Broad
on 15 October. Christian allowed the men to remain in camp that day to dry their equipment and
clothes which had gotten wet at the crossing made at the lower ford. While in camp on the south
bank of French Broad, in what is now Sevier County, the scout and traders from the Cherokee
towns came in and reported that many of the Indian warriors had taken their families and fled
south to the Hiwassee River, in present day McMinn, Meigs, and Bradley Counties.

After spending the day following the crossing of French Broad in camp, the army resumed the
march to the towns of the Overhill Cherokees along the Little Tennessee River, probably on 16
or 17 Oct 1776. From the fording of the French Broad to Toqua Ford on Little Tennessee the
march led the army up the valley of Boyds Creek, in present day Sevier County, and down
Ellejoy Creek from its source in Sevier County to where it runs into Little River in present day
Blount County. The army passed the present site of Maryville, Tennessee, and on Friday, 18 Oct
1776, crossed the Little Tennessee River near Toqua, probably at Tomotley Ford. The night of
18 Oct 1776 was spent at Tomotley, a site of a Cherokee village down river from Toqua. No
opposition was found and next day the forces of Col Christian marched down river, on the south
side of Little Tennessee passing through Tuskegee, then past the site of old Fort Loudoun which
was destroyed by the Cherokees in 1760, to the Great Island Town (Mialaquo). Col Christian
made his headquarters at Great Island Town near the present VVonore, Monroe County,
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Tennessee. The army camped near the Indian towns about 6 weeks and probably returned to their
homes about 1 Dec 1776.
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