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The News of the Industry

Amended Contract Ready
Electors of Saginaw on June 25 Will

Vote on Fifteen-Year Grant with

Ten-Cent Cash Fare

After a series of conferences between
the City Council of Saginaw and Otto

Schupp, grantee under the last two
street car-bus franchises, a modified

contract has been prepared and accepted

by the bondowners' protective commit-
tees on the defunct Saginaw-Bay City

Railway.

Because of the elimination of some
of the objectionable features of the last

two contracts those who have striven

during the last two years to obtain a

satisfactory solution of the transporta-

tion problem in Saginaw believe that

the measure will be approved by the

electors on June 25, particularly as it

has the support of a friendly city ad-

ministration.

Since Aug. 10, 1921, the city has de-

pended upon buses of all types to trans-

port the people. Attempts have been
made to secure the return of street cars

"with motor bus extensions, but they
have all failed, once through an error

of an election inspector and the other

time by about 100 votes short of the

majority of three-fifths necessary for

approval. A franchise for city-wide

motor bus operation attracted only a

few more votes than the negative vote

cast against the railway proposition.

These contracts were submitted during
the administration of a hostile Council.

Since the election on April 2, a new
Mayor and two Councilmen chosen on a
street car platform have taken the lead

in preparing a new contract.

Many believe that the previous grants
"Were defeated on account of the pro-

vision fixing the grant at twenty-five

years, stipulating the rate of fare for

only two years and authorizing the

State Public Utilities Commission to

settle disputes and adjust the rate of

fare on a value fixed after the two-year
period, on application of either party.

The franchise now before the elec-

tors was drawn with these provisions

eliminated. The term of the grant is

fifteen years, and fares are to remain
unchanged during this entire time. The
cash fare is to be 10 cents, with four
tickets for 25 cents. Six school tickets

will be sold for 25 cents. There will be
universal transfers.

Any disputes between the operating
company and the City Council will be
settled by arbitration, the three mem-
hers of the board to be citizens of
Saginaw. One is to be appointed by the
company, one by the City Council, and
the other by the Federal Judge of the
district of which Saginaw is a part.

Adopts Resolutions

Spartanburg Chamber of Commerce
Makes Requests of City Council

—

Railway Seeks Abandonment

Should either party fail to appoint an
arbitrator, the other, upon proper writ-

ten notice, can appoint the third and the

decision of the board is final.

Before the franchise can be assigned,

the company must deposit $400,000 for
^j^^ ^^.^ problem affecting resi-

the purpose of rehabil.tatmg the prop-
^^^^^ ^^ Spartanburg, S. C, for more

erty and certam renewals must be made
^^^^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^^ j^^

upon thirty days notice from the Coun- ^^^^^^ ^ settlement. At a recent con-
cil. The company ,s relieved of all

^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^j,^ Chamber of Com-
paving and repavmg but must keep the ^^^^^ ^^ ^j^^^j^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^. ^^^.^^^ ^^
paving between and 12 m. outside of its

^j,^ Spartanburg Chamber of Commerce,
tracks m proper repair. Should the members of the State Railroad Commis-
company fail to do this work, the city ^j^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^. ^^ ^^^.
will proceed, charging the cost to the ^j^^ions were passed by the board of
company. To assure payment, the directors. The first one, suggested by

^r^irfn^f r'" ^"^'^'' "^ " Charles O. Hearon, a director of the
of $1,000 for the purpose. Chamber of Commerce, was in the na-
The board of directors is to consist of ^ure of a request to the City Council

nine members, and not less than six to ^ o i. v i. i • ^ i.u i
, ... ,'„ . mT. J- X of Spartanburg to explain to the people
be citizens of Saginaw. The directors

it3 ^.^ ^^^ ^^.^-^^ ^^^ respect to themust be approved by the Mayor and gouth Carolina Gas & Electric Com-
Circuit Court judges.

pany. The second resolution, offered
The present rolling stock of the com- u„ t„i d oi i j i. ^

11 u jC^i. i^I "y John B. Cleveland, was a request to
pany will be used, but must first pass fi,„ r'U,, <-„„..„;) j- 4. j. tu -ir . . t ii. /-. -1 J u ^ '^"e City Council to protect the railway
inspection by the Council, and before j-_„„ h,„ t.-j.- » ... .,

^ , ' u J ii_ -^ irom the competition of jitneys over the
motor buses are purchased the specifi- „+„„„,.„ ;.,i,;„u ^ \

. . , ,
^

J u iu ^ M streets on which electric cars are
cation must be approved by the Council, onerated
The frequency of service and type of tr xi

'

a u u _<^ ^i t,^ 1. i u i. J i H. H. Arnold, member of the Rail-equipment, routes to be traversed, seat- , ^ ' A^

ing capacity, etc., are to be regulated T^,
Commission gave the commis-

by the City Coundl.
sions views on the situation. He out-

The city has the right to purchase
•'""'^ '^^''"^^ from Jan. 10 when the

the property at any time. If tiie com- '^•''"P^"^ ^^^^ ""t-f^ /hat it would

pany and the City Council cannot agree ^ff,*"
operate, and through the time

upon the price, it is to be fixed by *^^* ^^^
commission took over the prop-

arbitration ® ^" asked for the hearty co-opera-

Ninety days are allowed for the or-
"°"

°\l^^, ""^^"f
°* ^^^

"'Ji^' ^^y^^f
-ganization of the company after accept- til A t "^f'^^^^.r^^

dismantled

ance by the city, as It was believed it C^l^ M ^ ?i'"/iu^ T"^"^
would take that long to get the prop- V"^:'-,

He announced that the 5-cent

erty out of the bankruptcy court. IZl tr'^*'^^/."'"'
^'^^"

^^t f ^^^
suggestion of the commission had more

" than doubled the number of passengers
Wages Increased Three Cents an carried, but that, as had been expected.

Hour in Alton there had not been a corresponding
~, . „ ^, . ,, ^ .

increase in revenue.
The receivers of the Alton, Granite g. t. Earle, president of the Bank of& St. Louis Traction Company and the Commerce and a director in the Southemployees have arrived at a settlement Carolina Gas & Electric Company,whereby wages are to be increased 3 .p^ke in behalf of the railway, saying

cents an hour, effective May 1, 1923. that the people of Spartanb^g rod!On the city lines in Alton, where too much in automobiles,
practically all the cars are of the one- tv,„ ,,,„„*;„ ^.i, i^ r 1.

man type! the new wage, in cents per ,•Jtf^^P h^ '"' * °*/ ^^T.
hour, is as follows: ^L ,1^ " commission on April 27

held at the request of the South Caro-

Next'^nlne"" month's^
'"°"*''^

tl
"."^ ^as & Electric Company with a

One year and thereafter.' .'.'.'.; .'.'.'.'.'....' .52 v'^w to providing the people of Spar-

^''"»'"nSt"llf^i^'°"'''
^"^ '"''" "''''" "P*"'" tanburg with information as to the

progress the railway was making under
On the interurban lines, the new scale, the direction of the South Carolina

in cents per hour, is as follows: Railroad Commission. At the hearing
For the first three months 50 *he railway sought permission, in the

onfy^r and "thlreafte; ! ! i i ; !

!

II ^l'^'^
".* '=onstructive suggestions, to

abandon its urban and suburban elec-
The East St. Louis & Suburban Rail- trie lines.

way and the East St. Louis Railway are Attorney Earle, representing the
arbitrating wages, but have agreed on company, reviewed its recent history.
all working conditions. He referred to the destruction of the
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dam at Gaston Shoals on Broad River

some years ago as a reverse to the com-

pany, followed by the trying war-time

period. He told then about the appoint-

ment of the receiver, the subsequent

winding up of the affairs of the old

company and the organization of a suc-

cessor. The new company, he claimed,

was paying $35,000 annually in extra

and unnecessary interest, because the

city refused to make certain conces-

sions. Further, he brought out the fact

that less than 2 per cent of the popula-

tion of the city of Spartanburg patron-

ized the electric railway cars. So the

company felt that the only way was to

abandon the local railway system un-

less the commission was able to work
out some scheme whereby the company
could operate on a paying basis. He
said that the company was willing to

try the bus as an experiment, but that

the Council would not permit the test.

President Tripp said expenses could

not be lowered appreciably if the pres-

ent service was maintained.

New York State Men Accept
New Scale

New York State Railway employees
in Syracuse, Utica and Rochester voted

on June 1 to accept a new wage scale

offered by the railway calling for 51,

53 and 55 cents an hour, an increase of

5 cents over the present scale. The
employees sought 65 cents as top scale.

Wants Jitneys Barred from
Detroit Streets

A move has been made to bar jitneys

from the streets of Detroit upon the

recommendation of Ross Schram, as-

sistant general manager of the Depart-
ment of Street Railways. The city's

legal department is prepared to proceed

with the injunction proceedings and
May 31 was set by the judge as the

date for hearing arguments in the case.

Detroit jitneys have been operating

since last fall without licenses. When
former Mayor James Couzens sought

to bar them from the streets, a tem-
porary injunction was granted.

Chicago Rapid Transit

Report Nearly Due
Some of the Particulars of Major Kelker's

Forthcoming Plan Are Made Public

—

Recommends Co-ordinated System

An extract from the proposed phys-

ical transportation plan for this city was

submitted on May 21 by Major R. F.

Kelker, Jr., consulting engineer for the

local transportation committee of the

City Council. The full report will prob-

ably be ready about June 15.

The plan, involving an estimated ex-

penditure of $375,833,000, embraces a

unified system of surface and elevated

lines and subways. In recommending

this plan Major Kelker states that it

was based on the follovdng general

premises:

1. Long-haul traffic should be carried on
rapid transit lines.

, ,

2. Short-haul traffic should be carried on
surface lines so operated as to serve the
feeders to the rapid transit lines.

3. Transfers should be permitted and
encouraged between surface and rapid tran-
sit lines in order to make rapid transit
service accessible to all.

i. Existing transportation systems should
be unified and operated as a single system,
thereby eliminating competition.

5. The transportation system of the city
should be planned for the metropolitan
area in advance of traffic demand.

6. Existing structures, as far as possible,
should be used so as to form a part of a
complete rapid transit system, and

7. The transportation system should con-
nect the various outlying commercial cen-
ters of the city in such a manner as to
provide rapid transit without passing
through the congested central business dis-
trict.

An interesting feature of the recom-

features the Kelker plan does not differ

greatly from the All-Chicago Council

plan of last year or the Ridgway-Par-
sons-Amold report of 1917.

Jitney Men May Protest New
Birmingham Ordinance

The Jitney Owners & Drivers' Asso-

ciation of Birmingham, Ala., may con-

test the legality of the agreement re-

cently made between the Birmingham
Railway, Light & Power Company and
the city regulating the operation of the

jitneys after July 1.

The agreement, as explained previ-

ously in the Electric Railway Jour-
nal, does not interfere with the opera-

tion of suburban jitneys, but states that

no jitneys will be allowed to operate in

the down town section on streets where
there are railway lines, or within four

squares of a railway line.

The railway, if this ordinance is put

into effect on July 1, will reduce cash

fares from 8 cents to 7 cents and sell

tickets at 6 cents, with an additional

charge of 2 cents for transfers, the

same as at present.

Inquiry Into Schenectady Strike

Scheduled—Eight Cars
Operating

The much postponed inquiry into

the causes of the Schenectady trolley

strike, under the auspices of the State

Industrial Commission, was scheduled

to start on May 31.

The Schenectady Railway is oper-

ating eight heavily screened cars with-

out police guards. So far no disorders

have been reported and the cars which
have been operated have had few pas-

sengers. It is anticipated the next

move of the company will be to obtain

a court order restraining jitneys from
operating in the city of Schenectady.

This order will be opposed by the city

administration on the ground that com-
plete service has not been restored by
the company inasmuch as it has 128

cars in its carhouses.

No attempt has yet been made to

operate interurban service. The labor

people are organizing a "We Will

Walk" club in anticipation of a court

ruling which will discontinue jitney

service.

With the state police called upon to

enforce the provisions .of the anti-Klu-
Klux-Klan law recently signed by the

Governor, it is not anticipated that

this body will be sent into Schenectady.

track mileage of the unified transportation system—miles of single track
Existing First Period Second Period Construction Unified
Systems of Construction of Construction Period Totals System Total

Rapid transit subways None 17.6 37.3 54.9 54 9
Elevated railroads 162.0 137.0 67.2 204 2 366 2

Total rapid transit lines.... 162 154.6 104.5 259 1 421. I

Street car subways None None 2,5 2.5 2.5
Street railways 1,060.0 153.0 95 5 248.5 1,308 5

Totalmileage 1.222.0 307 6 202 5 510.1 1.732 I

mendations is the proposal for the uni-

fication of all lines in one system, thus

giving passengers a universal transfer

from one class of service to another.

With a unified system, it is expected
that 80 per cent of the traffic will be

carried on the rapid transit lines and
20 per cent on the surface lines. At the

present time the reverse is true. It is

the intention that the surface lines

should be the feeders to the rapid tran-

sit lines, and thus eliminate the neces-

sity of traveling long distances in street

cars. In this manner a large number
of through route cars, which pass
through the loop, would be discontinued

and thus relieve traffic congestion in the

central business district.

The construction program has been
divided into two periods, as follows: A
first period construction, which includes

such parts of the plan as are urgently
required and can be definitely located

at this time, and a second period of

construction, which includes the remain-
ing parts of the plan. A considerable
extent of elevated track is proposed,

as shown in the accompanying table.

It is understood that in its broad

Nor is it expected that there will be

any cause for its presence.

It now looks like a long drawn out
struggle with thousands of dollars lost

to Schenectady merchants, much incon-

venience to the public and heavy finan-

cial expense to the railway company.

Seven Traction Bills Signed by
New York Governor

Among recent legislation affecting

the transit situation in New York Gov-
ernor Smith signed seven bills. They
are as follows:

Johnson bill amending section 93 rail-
road law. relative to maintenance and re-
pairs of roadways and approaches of bridges
over railroads by villages of less than 1.200
population.
Van Wagenen bill amending section 78

railroad law, relative to length of coal
jimmies, by extending time within which
all cars operated must conform to section,
to July 1, 1924, a period of one year. This
chapter, 519 of the laws of 1923, affects
a number of urban electric as well as
steam roads.

Farrell bill directing Coney Island &
Krooklyn Railroad. Brooklyn City Railroad
and Nassau Electric Railroad companies to
restore service on Park Slope line. Brook-
lyn, and authorizing the Transit Commis-
sion to waive issuance of transfers.

Clayton bill authorizing the Transit Com-
mission to extend for one year operation
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Operation to Cease on
July 21

Commission Unable to Operate Spartan-

burg Property—Buses Will be

Used—City Reticent

Another chapter in the railway af-

fairs of the South Carolina Gas & Elec-

tric Company was concluded on June
22 when the Railroad Commission is-

sued an order authorizing the discon-

tinuance of operation within the city

limits of Spartanburg on July 21. Serv-

ice will be continued on the Clifton and
Saxon lines and buses will be used in-

side the city limits to connect with the

interurban cars which the company will

continue to operate. It is expected that

application will be made shortly to the

city administration for permission to

operate the new buses. The inability

of the company to earn money is the

reason given for the abandonment in

the order of the commission. The com-
pany has been operating under the

supervision of the commission since

Jan. 13.

Commission Practiced Economies

The railway problem in Spartanburg,
referred to from time to time in the

Electric Railway Jouknal, really

came to a head on Dec. 31, 1922, when
the operating company on the plea of
heavy losses ceased to operate. On Jan.
13 after conferences with representa-
tives of the company as well as a con-
ference with the City Council of Spar-
tanburg the commission took charge of
the property, ordered service resumed,
fixed schedules, rates, etc. At the very
start the commission practiced the
strictest economies so as to reduce oper-
ating expenses, but it was brought out
at later conferences at which the public
were heard that the service was not
frequent enough. The commission went
a step further and reduced rates from
10 cents to 5 cents in the desperate
effort to furnish service to the residents
of Spartanburg and environs at a rate
which it thought would stimulate riding.

However, it was proved more and
more conclusively that operation of
this railway was a losing proposition
and that something would have td be
done in the near future. After opera-
tion by the commission for some sixty
days the company petitioned the com-
mission to arrive at a definite conclu-
sion and take action. The commission
went to Spartanburg for a public hear-
ing in conjunction with the Chamber of
Commerce. Nothing resulted from the
meeting until the recent order of the
commission. '

The substitution of buses in Spartan
burg was first advanced by the railway

in the summer of 1922 after the fore-

closure and reorganization of the prop-

erty. The city, however, never acted

on the proposition. It was the failure

of the company and the city to reach

an agreement over bus operation which
led the company to place its cars in the

carhouse in East Spartanburg on Dec.

31 last and leave them there until the

commission took over the operation of

the line.

The order which was issued by the

commission in connection with the mat-
ter is in part as follows:

Even in the face of the losses, the com-
mission has kept the service moving since
Jan. 13, 1923. until the present time, with
practically the same result as shortly after
the line was put into operation.
The commission is fully cognizent of the

decisions ot the courts in many cases that
while it has the authority to supervise serv-
ice, rates, etc., it does not own and cannot
operate and control these properties, and
only in its earnest desire to furnish service

to the people of Spartanburg has the com-
mission gone as far with this matter as it

has.
Every effort and every method for im-

proving the amount of traffic that is known
to this commission has been tried, but all

efforts have failed to develop sufficient

traffic to warrant a continuance of the
service. This could not be regretted more
by anyone than by the Railroad Commis-
sion itself.

The commission has realized from the

beginning that anything it might promul-
gate and put Into effect was only as a
try-out and would furnish the commission
with an actual basis for action one way or

the other, and this matter has been pub-
licly stressed through the press, by rep-
resentatives of the commission, and by
every means known to the commission, so
that the commission could not be misunder-
stood in connection with the requirements
of the law and its duty in matters of this

kind. The results obtained have not been
from hearsay evidence but are actual re-"

suits from the rendering of service itself.

The commission finds itself faced with
the law requiring such rates as will yield
reasonable return on the investment. In
this case the commission has never been
able to pull the revenue up as a result of
the service to such point where a return
ot the investment could be figured at all,

having been unable to even meet operatins^
expenses. Therefore, to continue this serv-
ice further would mean a violation of the
provisions of all laws, as well as provi-
sions of the constitution of our own state,
and would without question result in the
confiscation of this property. The commis-
sion's records will show many other things
that could be put in evidence which would
V. arrant the commission in issuing such
order as It finds itself compelled to issue.
It is not a pleasure or the desire of any
member of the commission, but an absolute
necessity to perform this duty.

George B. Tripp, president of the

South Carolina Gas & Electric Com-
pany, said that the company would, of
course, comply with the order of the
commission and would do everything
possible to work out successfully the
problem of operating the Glendale-
Clifton line with bus connections to the
city proper. It is expected that the city

authorities will resort to the courts,
but Mayor John F. Floyd announced
that the commission's order would not
be discussed by the City Council until
City Attorney Daniel returned from
New York City, where he had gone on
business.

Strike Threatened in

Des Moines
Employees of De.s Moines City Railway

Show Evidence of Rejecting the

Recent Wage Award

Des Moines is again facing the threat

of a tieup of its railway lines. The
present emergency is based on a threat

of the men to strike following their dis-

satisfaction at the wage award made by
the arbitration committee in a report

brought in during the week ended
June 23.

The findinTs of the a^bi'^ration board,

composed of Rev. Elmer Nelson Owen,
rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church;

J. G. Gamble, representing the com-
pany, and J. Ben Wiley, representing

the men, provided for a scale during
the year March 1, 1923, to March 1,

1924, of from from 48 cents to a maxi-
mum of 54 cents an hour. This is an
increase of approximately 2 cents an
hour, whereas the men were seeking an

increase of 18 cents. Rev. Owen said

that the new scale compared favorably
with rates elsewhere and that any wage
increase must also be considered w^ith

the effect it would have in bringing

about a decrease in fare as provided by
the franchise, thus benefiting the entire

riding public of Des Moines.

Mr. Wiley signed the agreement, but

immediately came out with a charge
that he had been forced into signing by
the threat that unless the increase was
accepted as satisfactory the Reverend
Owen would take a stand for no in-

crease at all. This claim is not taken
seriously. It is pointed out that in the

event of a development such as Mr.
Wiley cites the position of the men
would have been improved had he re-

fused to sign and then thrown the case

before the public.

The men have appealed to the com-
pany from the finding, but were met
with a statement from F. C. Chambers,
president of the railway, that he could

see no use of further negotiations.

Mr. Wiley has stated in the news-
papers that the men will make every
effort to avoid a walkout, and as this

story is written the men say they will

ask that the question of whether or not

the contract calls for an arbitration of

an award be submitted to the five

judges of the court in Polk County.
There is a general feeling that the

matter of wage disputes as covered in

the agreement provides for submitting

the question to three arbiters and that

the decision of the arbiters should

stand. The public therefore sees no oc-

casion for a strike, particularly when
the wage granted is comparable with
that paid trainmen elsiewhere.
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